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TRAVELS 

THROUGH  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA, 
CANADA,  &c. 

IN  THE  YEARS  1795,  179Ô,  AND  1 79 7- 


JOURNEY  FROM 

UPPER  CANADA  TO  BOSTON 


DEPARTURE  FROM  OSWEGO. 

ON  Sunday,  the  26th  of  July,  the  day  after 
our  arrival  at  Ofwego,  we  learned  from  the 
officers,  that  during  the  harvefi:  the  American 
ihips  fail  lefs  frequently,  than  at  other  times,  and 
that  probably  we  fhould  have  to  wait  for  one 
feveral  days.  We  underftood  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  beft  plan  we  could  adopt  was,  to  walk 
twelve  miles  farther  on,  in  the  hope  that  the 
fettlers,  who  live  there,  would  accommodate  us 
with  a yeffel.  Being  both  impatient  to  quit  the 
Englifh  dominions,  and  afraid  to  incur  too  great 
an  expence  by  hiring  a whole  ihip  for  ourfelves, 
we  were  walking,  in  fome  degree  of  perplexity, 
on  the  baftion  along  the  fiiore,  when  wre  difco- 
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vered  a veffel  approaching.  The  foldiers,  who 
have  learned  hatred  and  contempt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans along  with  the  manual  exercife,  perceiving 
the  attention,  with  which  we  obferved  her  ap- 
proach, faid  to  us,  “ Why,  gentlemen,  that  is 
nothing  ; fhe  is  but  a veffel  of  the  d d Yan- 

kees ;*  and  it  was  exactly  a veffet  of  the  Yan- 
kees, we  wifhed  to  obtain.  Mr.  Vanallen,  an 
American,  who  refides  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
commanded  the  veffel  ; he  came  on  fhore  fhortly 
after,  to  procure  fome  frefh  provifion,  of  which 
he  flood  in  need  to  cure  himfelf  of  an  intermittent 
fever,  that  he  had  caught  in  the  woods.  From 
want  of  an  inn,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  buying 
any  at  the  fort  ; the  officers  might  have  eafily 
fupplied  him  with  fome  vegetables  ; but  in  the 
opinion  of  a Britifh  officer,  it  is  neither  neceffary 
nor  decent  to  fuccour  a Yankee. 

Mr.  Vanallen,  although  thus  difappointed  in 
his  hope  of  finding  in  Ofwego  the  neceffary  fuc- 
cour for  his  recovery,  yet  promifed  us  two  places 
in  his  veffel.  He  could  not  however  fet  fail  for 
Albany  fooner  than  the  next  day,  or  perhaps  in 
two  or  three  days,  after  having  been  joined  by 
three  other  veffels,  which  he  expedted,  and  in 
queft  of  which  he  returned  to  a certain  point  on 
the  lake.  We  were  thus  furnifhed  with  a cer- 
tain opportunity  of  quitting  Ofwego,  and  the 
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eagernefs,  with  which  we  embraced  it,  could  not 
but  convince  our  guefts  of  our  earneft  defire  of 
making  all  poffible  hade.  The  certainty  of  our 
fpeedy  departure  infpired  us  with  patience.  The 
Engliih  officers,  who  entertained  more  liberal 
fentiments  towards  us,  than  to  the  Yankees,  per* 
emptorily  infilled  on  fapplying  us  with  provifion  ; 
and  this  they  did  with  a generality,  which  per- 
fedly  anfwered  the  kind  reception,  we  in  general 
experienced  on  their  part. 

Two  whole  days  had  in  the  mean  while  elapfcd, 
and  the  third  began  to  prefs  heavy  upon  us,  when, 
being  alone  in  the  fort,  while  Dupetitthouars  and 
the  Engiifh  officers  had  gone  on  a hunting  and 
fifhing  party,  I at  lad  delcried  two  veffels  with 
my  telefcope,  which  was  conilantly  pointed  to 
the  coad,  whence  I expeded  my  deliverance  ; 
my  effeds  were  foon  packed  up  and  my  flores 
colleded.  Whether  thefe  veffels  belonged  to 
Mr.  Vanallen  or  any  other  perfon,  we  were  de* 
termined  to  feize  upon  the  firfl  opportunity  of 
departing  from  Ofwego.  It  was  Mr.  Vanallen  ; 
he  had  been  joined  but  by  one  of  the  veffels,  and 
had  refolved  not  to  wait  for  the  red  : yet  as  it 
was  already  noon,  as  his  veffels  were  heavy  laden, 
and  the  rapids  two  miles  from  Ofwego,  which 
he  was  obliged  to  pafs,  would  have  detained  him 
too  long  to  make  much  way  the  remainder  of 
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the  day,  he  propofed  to  us,  to  follow  him  on  foot* 
at  four  o’clock  the  next  morning.  We  thought 
it  better,  to  fhare  his  tent  with  him  that  very 
evening,  and  the  certainty  of  quitting  Ofwego 
in  the  afternoon  made  us  far  more  happy,  than 
all  the  attention  of  the  Britifli  officers,  on  which 
we  can  hardly  beftow  fufficient  praife,  had  been 
able  to  do.  They  carried  their  politenefs  fo  far, 
as  to  attend  us  to  our  night  quarters,  and  on 
taking  leave,  gave  us  fuch  proofs  of  friendffiip 
and  attachment,  as  we  cannot  but  acknowledge 
with  unfeigned  gratitude. 

The  mufquitoes,  which  teafed  us  fadly,  were 
not  able  to  make  us  repent  our  refolution  of  join- 
ing Mr.  Vanailen  that  very  evening;  and  al- 
though we  did  not  lie  down  to  reft  the  whole 
night,  yet  we  heartily  rejoiced  in  being  no  longer 
fubjeéted  to  the  feeptre  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-general  of  the  two  Canadas. 

JOURNEY  FROM  OSWEGO  TO  THE  FALLS. 

We  fet  out  at  break  of  day,  and  yet  were  not 
able  to  advance  more  than  ten  miles,  the  whole 
day.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Ofwego  is  ex- 
tremely troublefome,  as  there  is  but  very  feidom 
fufficient  water,  even  for  puffiing  the  veffel  along. 
Each  of  our  veffels,  it  is  true,  carried  about  one 

ton 
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ton  and  a half,  but  each  was  worked  too  by  three 
men.  Befides  Dupetitthouars  affified  the  men 
in  our  veflel  with  the  utmofl  zeal  ; he  pufhed  as 
much  as  they  did,  and  pafled  like  them  three- 
fourths  of  the  day  in  the  water,  to  lift  the  veflel, 
that  fhe  might  more  eafily  clear  the  rocks  and 
large  ftones,  with  which  the  river  is  filled,  and 
which  Ihe  would  not  have  been  able  to  pafs  over 
in  any  other  manner.  In  five  or  fix  places  the 
ftrength  of  a fingle  Ihip’s  company  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  keep  the  veflel  afloat,  but  the  men  of 
both  veflels  were  obliged  to  join  for  that  purpofe. 
Ships  lefs  deeply  laden,  than  ours,  are  faid  to  pro- 
ceed with  more  facility,  efpecially  in  defcending 
the  river,  when  the  current  affords  fame  affift- 
ance.  In  autumn  and  fpring  the  encreafed  mafs 
of  water  is  alfo  faid  to  remove  the  impediments, 
which  at  prefent  obftruCt  and  retard  the  naviga- 
tion. It  may  be  fo  ; yet  a navigation,  which  is 
practicable  only  for  two  months  in  the  year  and 
in  defcending  the  river,  and  at  the  fame  time 
affords  at  prefent  the  only  knowm  outlet  for  the 
exportation  of  all  the  productions,  and  the  foie 
inlet  for  all  the  provifion,  which  is  imported  from 
the  other  fide  of  the  lake,  cannot  in  any  rcfpeCt 
be  compared  with  that  of  the  river  St.-  Law- 
rence, however  imperfeCt  it  may  be.  The  State 
of  New  York,  to  whofe  territory  this  river-navi- 
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gation  belongs,  and  for  which  it  is  of  much  greater 
importance,  than  for  any  other  Hate,  will  no 
doubt  make  all  poffible  exertion  to  facilitate  it. 
A project  of  this  nature  is,  I underftand,  already 
under  contemplation,  but  how  far  will  it  be  pof- 
ble  to  execute  this  important  enterprife  ? This 
is  a queftion,  which  cannot  be  decided,  but  after 
a long  and  mature  confideration  of  all  the  ob- 
ftacles,  which  it  will  be  neceflary  to  furmount. 
To  have  ftarted  it,  is  fiifficient  for  being  aware  of 
the  great  i mpediments,  by  w hich  it  is  obftrudled. 
During  this  whole  day’s  journey  nothing  re- 
markable came  within  our  view.  There'  is  no 
Settlement  between  Ofwego  and  the  Falls.  You 
pafs  by  an  ifland,  which  has  taken  the  name  of 
Brefwit  from  a French  officer,  who  in  the  feven 
years  war  obtained  here  an  advantage  over  a com- 
bined corps,  of  Englifli  troops  and  Indians.  The 
ifland  is  throughout  covered  with  wood,  and  fo 
is  the  whole  country,  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  palled.  Two  miles  from  the  falls  ftands 
a houfe,  which  appertains  to  Mr.  Van  Verberg, 
a Dutchman,  who  is  charged  in  the  country  with 
giving  information  to  the  garrifon  of  the  fmug- 
glers  who  intend  to  run  any  commodities  into  the 
province  in  the  night,  and  with  being  an  Englifli 
fpy  in  regard  to  deferters.  This  charge,  which, 
by  wdiat  we  learned  in  the  fort,  fcems  to  be 
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founded,  is  fo  generally  credited,  that  laft  year, 
in  confequence  of  the  rumour  of  an  impending 
war  between  America  and.  England,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  fort  againfl  the  re- 
vengeful projets  of  his  neighbours. 

At  the  place,  where  the  navigation  is  inter- 
cepted, we  halted  at  William  Shorten^.  He 
keeps  an  inn,  that  is,  he  admits  into  one  room  of 
his  houfe  all  the  travellers,  who  defire  to  deep 
there,  and  accommodates  them  with  fait  pork 
and  rum  ; which  is  the  moft  he  is  able  to  do. 
We  arrived  there,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
wet  to  the  fkin  ; for  fuch  of  us,  as  had  not  been 
drenched  by  pufliing  and  drawing  the  fhip  along, 
were  foaked  by  the  confiant  rain.  We  dried  our« 
felves  at  a good  fire  ; and  a few  dices  of  ham, 
we  had  brought  with  us,  reflored  our  ftrength. 
Dupetitthouars  lhared  with  me  a very  indifferent 
bed,  which  however  we  found  extremely  com- 
fortable. From  exceffive  fatigue  Î conquered  the 
extreme  averdon,  which  Ï always  feel  when  I am 
obliged  to  deep  in  the  fame  bed  with  another  per- 
fon,  and  became  infenfible  of  the  inconvenience 
of  deeping  in  fo  narrow  a room  among  fo  many 
people  and  with  fo  great  a noife. 
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OSWEGO  FALLS  AND  PENIERS. 

The  portage,  occafioned  by  the  falls  of  the 
river  Ofwegc,  is  about  a mile  in  length.  W. 
Shorten,  at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped,  kept  only 
a yoke  of  oxen,  and  our  two  veflels  were  heavy 
laden.  Each  vdfiel  was  to  be  conveyed  feparate- 
ly,  and  the  cargo  required  four  turns  of  the  car- 
riage. The  Americans  not  being  any  wife  re- 
markable for  fpeed  and  agility,  it  was  not  until 
five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  that  our  veflels  had 
reached  the  place,  where  the  navigation  recom- 
mences/and where  they  were  again  to  be  loaded. 
Here  a quarrel  arofe  between  our  commander 
Vanallen,  and  the  two  mates,  who  were  in  his 
fervice,  but  quite  intoxicated.  They  ufed  him  very 
ill  ; he  fwore  at  them,  and  they  returned  the  com- 
pliment by  calling  him  all  the  ill  names,  which 
their  well-flored  memory  would  fupply.  This 
quarrel  was  fcarcely  half  accommodated,  when 
another  man  arrived  from  the  neighbourhood, 
demanding  from  Mr.  Vanallen  fome  money, 
which,  he  faid,  was  due  to  his  fon,  who  for  fome 
time  had  ferved  on  board  his  vefiel.  This  differ- 
ence, however,  was  foon  fettled  on  friendly  terms  : 
Vanallen  conduced  us  into  night-quarters  at  his 
adverfary’s,  and  facrificed  to  this  reconciliation 
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jfbme  miles,  which  we  fhould  have  been  able  to 
make  the  fame  evening. 

This  time  we  had  not  even  a bed.  Our  party, 
our  fkippers,  landlord,  wife,  fons  and  daughters 
flept  all  pell-mell  in  a room,  which  was  about 
twelve  feet  fquare.  And  unfortunately  we  were 
not  fufficiently  fatigued,  having  travelled  but  one 
mile  on  foot  and  one  mile  and  a half  by  water, 
to  find  the  floor  foft,  and  to  be  infenfible  to  the 
flings  of  the  mufquitoes  and  the  bites  of  fleas. 

Mr.  Vanallen,  in  whofe  veffels  we  took  our  paf- 
fage,  is  member  of  the  Congrefs  for  the  county 
of  Albany  in  thé  Hate  of  New  York.  He  is  alfo 
a geometer  and  furveyor.  His  age,  and,  no  doubt, 
his  talents,  feem  to  have  procured  him  the  con- 
fidence of  his  country.  He  is  charged  with  the 
commiffion  of  furveying  upwards  of  half  a mil- 
lion of  acres,  fituated  on  Lake  Ontario  and  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  oppofite  to  Carlton 
Hland,  which  belong  toMeffrs.  Chassang,  Ret, 
De  Chaumont,  Coxe  and  Company.  He  be* 
gan  lafl  year  to  execute  this  commiffion  ; but 
was  much  impeded  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bufi- 
nefs  by  the  ficknefs  of  moft  of  the  affiflant  fur» 
veyors,  employed  under  him,  and  was  further 
prevented  from  completing  it  by  the  confiderable 
declination  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the  vicinity 
of  fame  rocks.  He  was  himfelf  fcized  with  a fit 
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of  the  ague,  with  which  the  whole  country  is  in- 
fefted,  and  which  is  caught  by  wandering  through 
the  forefts,  as  well  as  by  inhabiting  the  banks  of 
rivers.  Mr.  Vanallen  is  juftice  of  the  peace,  and 
for  this  reaibn  fly  led  ’Squire  by  his  people,  if  he 
do  not  fwear  at  them.  He  is  about  fixty  years 
old,  is  faid  to  poflefs  a tolerable  fhare  of  infor- 
mation, and  feems  in  fadl  to  be  a worthy  and  in- 
telligent man. 

All  the  fettlèments  in  this  part  of  the  country 
are  in  an  infant  ft  ate.  W.  Shorten,  at  whofe 
houfe  we  flopped  the  firft  night,  fettled  here  as 
late  as  laft  fpring.  He  bought  his  eft  ate  three 
years  ago  for  three  pence  an  acre,  and  can  now 
fell  it  for  twelve  fliillings.  He  pofleffes  three  hun- 
dred acres,  ten  of  which  are  fcarcely  cleared,  and 
thefe  are  fituated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
That  which  lies  on  the  left  is  Soldiers’  land,  as 
it  is  called,  that  is,  it  has,  fince  the  peace,  been 
diftributed  among  foldiers  by  the  ftate  of  New 
York.  Peniers,  at  whofe  houfe  we  remained 
the  fécond  day,  bought  two  years  ago  a fhare  of 
this  land  from  a foldicr,  to  whom  it  had  been 
given,  for  three  fliillings  an  acre. 

The  Ofwego  fall  is  about  ten  feet  high  ; and 
the  river  nearly  one  eighth  of  a mile  in  width. 
The  profpedl  is  not  without  charms.  A break  of 
the  bed  of  rocks,  from  which  the  river  precipi- 
tates 
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tates  itfelf,  and  the  irregularity  of  the  form,  pro- 
duce  a tolerably  ftriking,  but  not  a grand  effect* 
On  the  right  bank,  near  the  water-fall,  are  found 
the  traces  of  an  ancient  French  entrenchment, 
and  hard  by  them  ftands  a fmall  log-houfe,  the 
proprietor  of  which  is  at  prefent  building  a grift- 
mill  below  the  fall. 

THREE  RIVERS  POINT  AND  ’SQUIRE  BINGHAM. 

There  exift  few  unpleafant  fttuations  in  this 
world,  which  may  not  be  confidered  in  a lefs  un- 
favourable point  of  view  ; an  exercife  of  imagi- 
nation, with  which,  for  fome  time  paft,  I have 
tolerably  familiarifed  myfelf.  The  benefit  arifing 
from  a bad  refting-place  is  the  acceleration  of  the 
moment  of  departure.  Mr.  Vanallen,  who  fatis- 
fied  Penier’s  demand  with  many  carcffes  of  the 
little  ones,  with  compliments  to  the  grown  up 
members  of  the  family,  and  with  a fmall  prefent 
of  chocolate  for  Peniers  himfelf,  haftened  to  fet 
off.  We  wrent  on  board  before  five  o’clock  ii\ 
the  morning.  After  a navigation,  which  ran  con- 
ftantly  between  woods,  and  in  the  courfe  of  which 
we  faw,  in  a tradt  of  country  of  eleven  miles  in 
length,  not  one  felled  tree,  we  reached  at  laft, 
partly  by  rowing,  and  partly  by  puiliing  the  vefiel 
along,  the  rapids  of  the  Three  Rivers.  All  fuper- 
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fiuous  people  were  here  obliged  to  leave  the  vefieh 
Mr.  Vanallen,  therefore.,  as  well  as  myfelf,  went 
on  fhore,  and  repaired  to  a fmall  cottage,  where 
we  found  a family,  but  very  lately  recovered 
from  the  ague,  and  at  prefent  bufied  in  mowing  a 
meagre  looking  field  of  wheat.  Thefe  good  peo- 
ple, who  have  no  neighbours,  are  neceffitated  to 
do  every  thing  themfelves.  Of  eight  children, 
who  compofe  this  family,  the  oldeft,  who  is  nine 
years  old,  is  alone  able  to  affiffc  them  a little. 
They  have  neither  rakes,  harrows  nor  fcythes  ; 
and  yet  it  is  better  to  facrifice  three  fourths  of 
their  harveft,  than  to  lofe  the  whole.  Thêfe  poor 
people,  who  have  lived  here  a twelvemonth,  were 
conftantly  troubled  wdth  the  ague.  They  pof- 
feffed  one  thoufand  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
fix  hundred  of  which  were,  by  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  given  to  the  hufband,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  army,  and  the  other  fix  hundred  he  pur- 
chafed  two  years  ago  for  ten  fhillings  an  acre, 
but  was  compelled  by  extreme  diftrels  to  fell 
again  three  hundred,  with  the  fmall  profit  of  two 
fhillings  per  acre.  The  good  people  cultivate  a. 
garden  ; they  exchanged  fome  vegetables  for  a 
few  pounds  of  pork,  with  which  Mr.  Vanallen 
was  readier  to  accommodate  them  from  an  opi- 
nion, that  his  recovery  depends  on  the  ufe  of 
frefh  provifion.  They  feem  to  be  good  and  in- 

duftrious 


NORTH  AMERICA  CANADA,  See. 


13 


duftrious  people;  the  wife,  though  mother  of 
eight  children,  and  fcarcely  recovered  from  the 
ague,  is  yet  handfome.  They  prefented  me 
with  fome  potatoes  and  cucumbers,  and  declined 
accepting  any  payment.  . 

After  the  rapids  had  been  pafled,  not  without 
confiderable  trouble,  we  returned  on  board,  and 
purfuing  our  voyage  with  lefs  obftrudion  than 
before,  we  at  length  reached  the  point,  where 
the  Ofwego  river  joins  the  Onondago,  which 
proceeds  from  the  fmall  lakes,  changes  its  name, 
and  affumes  that  of  the  river  Oneida.  Thefe 
appellations  Ihould  rather  be  reverfed.  As  we 
worked  up  the  ftream,  the  river  Oneida  flowing; 
out  of  the  lake  of  that  name,  meets  the  Onon- 
dago, which  falls  into  it,  and  is  now  called  Of- 
wego ; but  I write  as  I travel. 

The  whole  trad;  of  land,  which  we  have  tra- 
verfed  fmee  we  left  Ofwego,  lies  in  the  county 
of  Onondago,  which  extends  as  far  as  Lake 
Oneida,  contains  nearly  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  acres  of  excellent  land  ; and  yet, 
according  to  the  laft  computation,  has  no  more 
than  three  thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  Three  Rivers  Point,  which  is  the  name  of 
this  place,  is  a very  interefting  fpot.  The  navi- 
gation, by  which  the  provifion  from  the  diftrid 
of  Génefleè  is  conveyed  acrcfs  the  lakes,  and  the 
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fait  from  the  brine-fpring,  near  the  borders  of 
Onondago,  here  joins  that  by  which  the  provi- 
fion  is  procured  on  the  Mohawk  River  from 
Albany  and  all  the  eaftern  provinces.  The  na- 
vigation between  Albany  and  the  Lakes  of  Ge- 
neffee  has  hitherto  been  far  more  frequent  than 
from  any  of  thefe  points  to  Lake  Ontario.  But 
the  time  cannot  be  diftant,  when  this  fpot, 
where  at  prefent  Hands  no  building  but  an  inn, 
will  become  the  fite  of  an  important  town.  As 
yet,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  unhealthy  fpots  in  a 
country  by  no  means  remarkable  for  falubrity. 
Our  ’Squire,  who  had  purchafed  in  Kingfton  flour 
for  fix  dollars  a barrel,  and  pork  for  fixpence  a 
pound,  and  from  the  connivance  or  extraordinary 
blindnefs  of  the  Englifli  officers,  conveyed  it  to 
the  River  Ofwego,  thought  now  of  felling  it  here 
with  confiderable  profit.  He  had  already  difpofed 
of  fome  barrels  of  flour  for  eight  dollars  a barrel 
at  the  Ofwego  Falls,  and  intended  to  tranfmit  his 
whole  cargo  to  Saltfprings,  where  he  hoped  to 
fell  it  for  ten  dollars  a barrel.  But  he  learned 
here,  that  the  meeting,  relative  to  the  treaty  with 
the  Indians,  was  not  to  take  place  ; that  the 
country  wTas  full  of  provifion  ; that  it  was  fold 
at  a much  lower  price  than  he  demanded  ; and 
that  fpecie  wTas  very  fcarce.  He  was,  therefore, 
neceffitated  to  give  up  his  fond  hopes,  and  em- 
brace 
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brace  the  refolution  of  proceeding  fomewhat 
farther  in  quell  of  purchafers. 

I entertained  fome  hope  that,  on  account  of 
this  difappointment,  we  fliould  this  afternoon 
proceed  fome  miles  farther,  when  a veffel  arriv- 
ed,  on  board  of  which  were  MeiTrs.  Renselaer,' 
Henry,  and  Stouts,  all  inhabitants  of  Albany 
of  great  refpe&ability.  The  firft  was  not  yet  per- 
fectly recovered  from  a fever,  which  had  left 
him  in  fome  meafure,  but  ftili  carried  all  the 
lymptoms  of  an  intermittent.  Thefe  gentlemen 
intended  not  to  proceed  farther.  Mr.  Vanallen 
propofed  to  delay  his  departure  until  the  next 
morning,  to  travel  in  their  company  ; he  intro- 
duced us  to  them,  and  a glafs  of  good  wine, 
which  they  carried  with  them  (they  travelled  all 
much  at  their  cafe),  confolcd  Dupetitthouars  as 
well  as  myfelf  for  this  new  delay. 

Every  one  in  the  houfe  was  ill,  The  landlord, 
another  ’Squire,  was  juft  recovered  from  the 
ague  ; but  his  wife  was  ftili  indifpofed  with  it, 
and  in  bed.  His  children  and  fervants  were  in 
the  fame  fituation,  and  fo  was  a pretty  young 
woman,  about  twenty  years  old,  whom  we  fup- 
pofed  to  be  married,  becaufe  £he  fuckled  an  in- 
fant of  two  months  ; but  this,  alas  ! was  the  un- 
fortunate offspring  of  her  love  for  a young  man, 
who,  under  a promife  of  marriage,  had  feduced 
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and  afterwards  deferted  her.  All  thefe  peopk 
lay  ill  in  the  room  where  we  were  to  dine  and 
fleep  ; for  it  was  the  only  room  in  the  hoûfe.  The 
new  comers,  who  brought  with  them  a very  tight 
tent,  declared  that  they  would  rather  pafs  the 
night  under  this  tent,  than  breathe  the  noxious 
air  of  this  houfe.  Mr.  Vanallen,  ftruck  with  a 
dread  of  a relapfe  of  the  ague,  ordered  his  tent, 
which  confifted  only  of  his  fail,  to  be  pitched  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  ; and  we  wrapped  our- 
felves  up,  as  ufiial,  in  our  blankets. 

I had  juft  fallen  afleep,  when  I was  waked  by 
the  landlord,  who  called  me  Doftor.  Having  ob- 
ferved,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  that  I concerned 
myfelf  about  his  patients,  and  carefully  enquired 
into  the  particulars  of  their  indifpofition,  and 
their  treatment,  he  concluded  that  I muft  needs 
be  a phyficiam  u Dodtor,”  faid  he,  “ for  God’s 
fake,  get  up  ! unlefs  you  immediately  relieve  the 
young  woman  fhe  will  certainly  die*  The  Doétor, 
who  was  here  eight  days  ago,  left  her  fome  medi- 
cine, which  was  to  laft  till  this  day,  and  he  faid 
would  cure  her.  She  is  much  worfe  now,  and  the 
medicine  is  all  gone.  Pray  do  give  her  fome- 
thing,  that  fhe  may  not  die.”  Though  I was  a 
long  while  debating  with  myfelf,  whether  or  no 
I was  to  accept  the  title  of  Doétor,  and  at  length 
affured  him,  that  I had  no  claim  to  that  title,  yet 

’Squire 
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’Squire  Bingham,  miftaking  my  modefty  for  ill- 
nature  or  drowfmefs,  infifted  on  my  adminiftering 
relief  to  the  young  woman.  Fortunately  it  fo  hap- 
pened, that  in  my  faddle-bag  I had  fome  James’s 
powder,  which  Mr.  Bordley  was  fo  kind  as  to 
procure  me  before  my  departure  from  Philadel- 
phia. From  an  opinion,  that  in  thefe  defperate 
circumftances  it  might  perhaps  be  of  fervice,  X 
declined  with  lefs  obftinacy  to  anfwer  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  me  by  the  good  man.  He 
conducted  me  to  the  bed  of  the  patient,  who,  X 
found,  was  fwoln,  covered  with  petechia,  and 
delirious  ; under  thefe  circumftances  my  James’s 
powder  could  do  no  harm.  But  unfortunately  X 
had  loft  the  printed  direction,  pointing  out  the 
dofe,  a correct  knowledge  of  which  I ftood  much 
in  need  of,  as  I had  never  before  feen  it  ufed,  and 
this  was  the  reafon  why  Mr.  Bordley  gave  me 
the  above  direction.  By  fhewing  any  irrefolu- 
tion  I fhould  have  lefiened  the  confidence,  which, 
though  very  undefervedly  placed  in  me,  X wiilied 
to  preferve.  With  a tolerable  degree  of  affurance 
I gave  her'  twenty  grains  in  a glafs  of  Madeira, 
which  the  patient  took  with  implicit  confidence. 
Four  hours  had  fcarcely  elapfed,  when  the  en- 
raptured ’Squire  waked  me  again,  to  announce, 
the  good  fuccefs  of  my  prefcription.  It  had 
produced  a ftrong  perfpiration  and  evacuations. 
Vol.  XI.  C which 
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which  the  Phyfician  of  Onondago  had,  thefe 
eight  days  paft,  in  vain  endeavoured  to  procure. 
On  the  following  morning,  previoufly  to  my  de» 
parture,  I gave  her  ten  grains  more,  left  her  an- 
other dofe,  and  departed  loaded  with  the  bleffmgs 
of  the  unfortunate  young  woman,  who  kiffed  my 
hands,  my  coat,  and  would  not  let  me  go.  I 
gave  Mr.  Bingham,  who  confulted  me  alfo,  fome 
bark,  and  left  Three  Rivers  Point,  carrying  with 
me  the  thanks  of  all  the  people  in  the  houfe,  leav- 
ing behind  a diflinguifhed  reputation  for  medical 
talents,  and  enjoying  the  happinefs  of  having  ac- 
cidentally done  fome  good  by  my  advice.  The 
unlucky  ftars  of  the  young  woman,  whom  Mu 
Bingham  took  into  his  houfe  eight  months  before, 
had  conducted  her  feducer  into  the  inn,  who  ag- 
gravated his  former  offence  by  ufmg  her  ill  in  her 
prefent  fituation.  He  arrived  on  board  a veffei 
bound  for  the  diftribt  of  Geneffee,  whither  he  was 
going  in  queft  of  labour  ; and  his  conduit  had 
thrown  my  poor  patient  into  convulfions,  which 
my  powder  completely  conquered.  On  my  re- 
turn to  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  eafiiy  conceived, 
I ceded  all  the  honour  of  the  cure  to  Mr.  Bordley,: 
who  made  me  fliudder  at  the  medical  experi- 
ment I had  made.  He  told  me,  that  in  no  cure 
whatever  James’s  powder  fhould  be  given  in  a 
larger  dofe  than  feven  grains  ; but  I had  faved  the 

poor 
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poor  woman,  whofe  life,  by  a ftridl  obfervance  of 
the  printed  diredlion,  might  perhaps  have  been 
loft. 

The  fpot,  on  which  the  inn  ftands,  belongs  to 
’Squire  Bingham,  who  alfo  poflefles  a few  acres 
contiguous  to  the  building,  and  a confiderable 
quantity  of  land  at  fome  diftance  from  it.  All 
thefe  lands  would  be  tolerably  good,  but  for  their 
marlhy,  low,  and  flat  fltuation,  which  expofes 
them  to  frequent  inundations.  The  water  is  abo- 
minable ; and  the  air  bad. 

ROTTERDAM  AND  LAKE  ONEIDA.— MR.  DE 
VATINES. 

The  paflage  to  Lake  Oneida  was  attended  with 
lefs  difficulties,  than  that  of  the  preceding  days  ; 
we  found  it  excellent,  travelling  in  the  company 
of  the  gentlemen  of  Albany,  one  of  whom  was 
brother  to  the  Deputy-governor  of  New  York* 
the  fécond  one  of  the  richeft  merchants  of  Albany, 
and  the  third  a very  refpediable  lawyer  ; their  be- 
haviour was  frank  and  polite.  We  flopped  at 
Fort  Brompton  at  the  entrance  of  the  lake.  This 
ftrudlure  alfo  is  furrounded  with  paliifadoes,  ere  di- 
ed laft  year  ; it  ftands  at  the  foot  of  an  ancient 
entrenchment,  conftrudted  by  the  Englifli  during 
the  American  war,  on  an  advantageous  ground, 
commanding  the  entrance  of  the  lake.  The  work 
C 2 was 
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was  thrown  up  in  a zigzag  figure  ; but  from  the 
remains  no  diftinél  idea  can  be  formed,  how  the 
cannon  could  be  pointed  to  advantage.  All  the 
antiquities  of  this  country  confift  in  the  remains 
of  forts,  built  in  the  wars  of  1 7 7 6 or  1 75Ô.  Fancy 
muft  live  in  future  ages,  to  find  occupation  in  this 
infant  country  ; path  ages  can  exift  here  only  for 
generations  not  yet  born. 

The  proprietor  of  the  houfe  had  gone  to  Rot- 
terdam three  days  before.  A girl  of  fourteen  was 
left  behind  to  take  care  of  the  houfe,  and  of  a 
little  brother,  w7ho  was  fick,  and  whom  fhe  ac- 
tually nurfed  with  a folicitude  truly  affecting. 
The  girl,  poor  thing,  did  all  fhe  could  for  our  ac- 
commodation, but  nothing  was  to  be  procured. 
We  fhould  have  been  obliged  to  content  ourfelves 
with  a few  fmall  potatoes,  which  we  pulled  up 
in  the  fields,  if  the  Indians,  who  were  encamped 
on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  had  not  brought 
us  à large  pike,  wThich  they  had  caught  in  the 
morning  with  a harpoon. 

Our  feamen,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  refufed  at 
fir  fir  to  proceed  the  fame  evening  to  Rotterdam, 
ten  miles  farther  up  the  lake.  But  from  the  fcan- 
tinefs  of  our  provifion,  they  altered  their  mind, 
thinking,  that  they  might  be  better  off  in  that 
place.  Rotterdam  is  an  infant  fettlement,  formed 
but  ten  months  ago.  Mr.  Schreiber,  a rich 

Dutch 
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Dutch  merchant,  pofleffes  a large  trad  of  land, 
extending  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Oneida. 
He  fixed  upon  the  mouth  of  Bruce-creek  as  the 
fite  of  the  chief  place,  and  another  fettlement  he 
has  formed  on  Little  Salmon-creek,  two  miles 
from  Lake  Ontario.  Bruce-creek  continues  na- 
vigable ,fome  miles  farther  up.  Mr.  Schreiber 
has  made  a road  from  Rotterdam  to  his  new  town  ; 
but  all  thefe  fettlements  are  yet  of  no  import- 
ance. The  whole  city  of  Rotterdam,  to  which 
the  founder  has  given  that  name  in  honour  of  his 
native  place,  conflits  of  about  twenty  houfes.  Tha 
dams,  which  he  conftruds  for  two  mills  he  is 
building,  have  colt  him  confiderable  fums  of 
money  ; hitherto  he  has  proved  rather  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  the  conftrudion  of  thefe  dams,  and  has 
feveral  times  been  neceffitated  to  recommence 
them  a-new.  The  grift- mill  is  not  yet  finifhed  ; 
the  dams  feem  not  to  be  of  fufficient  ftrength  for 
the  mafs  of  water,  which  they  are  deftined  to 
enclole  and  dired.  Some  very  expenfive  works, 
which  he  has  ereded  at  the  entrance  of  the  creek, 
have  contributed  but  very  little  to  render  them 
more  commodious.  The  money,  which  Mr 
Schreiber  has  expended  on  buildings  and  roads,  is 
eftimated  at  eight  thoufand  dollars.  If  they  were 
conftruded  on  good  principles,  this  money  would 
have  been  well  fpent.  He  is  now  building  a 
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handfome  houfe  of  joiner’s  work,  where  he  in- 
tends to  keep  a flore,  in  company  with  two  part» 
ners,  who  are  to  manage  this  concern,  to  have  a 
fhare  of  the  profits,  and  to  aél  as  his  agents  in 
every  branch  of  the  bufmefs.  A flore  or  fliop 
affords  here,  as  indeed  it  does  all  over  America, 
the  bell  income,  -which  a man  can  procure,  who 
incurs  a confiderable  expence  in  forming  a new 
fettlement.  Mr.  Schreiber,  by  means  of  his  ftore, 
obtains  all  the  money  back,  which  he  expends 
for  his  building,  &c.  He  fells  his  brandy  for  four 
lliillings  and  fixpence  a quart,  rum  for  three  fliil- 
lings  and  fixpence,  flour  for  fixpence  a pound, 
and  ten  dollars  and  half  a barrel,  for  which  he 
pays  no  more  than  feven  dollars.  The  profit,  he 
obtains  by  the  fale  of  other  provifion,  is  fliil  more 
confiderable.  The  land,  which  eighteen  months 
ago  he  purchafed  for  one  dollar  an  acre,  colls  now 
three,  but  is  not  much  fought  after.  The  pre- 
fent  fettlers*  come  from  New  England  and  the 
environs  of  Albany. 

The  partners  of  Mr.  Schreiber  in  regard  to  his 
flore  are  Dutchmen,  like  himfelf.  Their  fliop» 
man  is  a mulatto,  w7ho  at  the  fame  time  adls  as 
phyfician  and  gardener,  and  feems  to  have  re- 
ceived a liberal  education.  He  is  faid  to  be  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Welth,  one  of  the  partners. 
Labourers’  wages  are  at  Rotterdam  four  lliillings 
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a day  with  board,  or  fix  Shillings  and  fixpence 
without  it.  For  the  bread  for  our  own  confump- 
tion  we  paid  nine-pence  a pound,  about  eighteen 
French  fous  ; its  ufual  price  is  fixpence.  Frefh 
meat,  when  it  can  be  procured,  coils  eight-pence 
a pound.  But  thefe  kinds  of  provision  are  fcarce, 
notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  workmen, 
employed  by  Mr.  Schreiber,  and  confequently 
dear.  Fevers  are  as  prevalent  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  as  in  any  we  have  hitherto  traverfed. 

Mr.  Vanallen  found  here  an  opportunity  of 
felling  his  whole  cargo,  as  well  as  one  of  his  vef- 
fels,  but  at  a lower  price  than  he  hoped  to  ob- 
tain. His  flour  he  fold  here  for  eight  dollars  a 
barrel,  and  at  the  Ofwego- falls  for  eight  dollars 
and  a quarter.  He  concluded  this  bargain  with 
feveral  Shop-keepers,  and  as  it  took  up  the  whole 
morning,  we  gained  Sufficient  time  to  vifit  a 
Frenchman,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
a very  Skilful  gardener.  Although  we  found  him 
bufied  in  gathering  potatoes  and  onions,  yet  both 
his  phyfiognomy  and  demeanour  marked  him  as 
a man  of  fome  diftinélion  ; and  we  foon  learned 
from  him,  that  not  long  ago,  he  pofleffed  a vif- 
count’s  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lille . 
His  father  had  fpent  a part  of  his  property;  he 
himfelf  was  rather  prodigal,  and  fold  for  this 
reafon  his  fmall  eftate  for  twenty-four  thoufand 
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livres,  before  the  French  revolution  broke  out,  to 
try  his  fortune  with  this  money  in  America. 
Having  funk  this  fum  alfo,  in  imprudent  enter- 
prifes  and  ufelefs  expence,  he  was  at  length  obliged 
to  refort  to  agriculture  for  his  livelihood.  His 
name  is  Vatines,  and  he  has  already  refided 
three  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Oneida. 
A whole  twelvemonth  he  pafifed  wTith  the  In- 
dians, whom  he  highly  praifes,  and  afterwards 
refided  with  his  wife  alone-  on  an  ifland  in  the 
lake,  where  he  cleared  about  twenty  acres  of  land. 
About  fifteen  months  ago  he  fettled  in  Rotter- 
dam, where  Mr.  Schreiber  fold  him  one  hundred 
acres  on  very  fair  and  reafonable  terms.  By  his 
own  confeffion,  the  various  changes  of  his  place 
of  refidence,  have  been  regulated  by  the  incon- 
ftancy  of  his  character,  rather  than  by  mature  de- 
liberation. He  is  about  thirty  years  did,  fprightly, 
obliging,  always  merry,  inured  to  labour,  and 
never  troublefome  with  complaints  of  his  fate. 
But  he  is  prejudiced  againft  the  Americans,  on 
account  of  their  unfair  dealings  in  the  courfe  of 
bufinefs,  as  he  fays,  and  efpecially,  becaufe  they 
are  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.  He  lives, 
however,  on  very  good  terms  with  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Rotterdam  ; though,  in  his  judgment, 
they  are  even  worfe  than  other  Americans.  He 
affifts  them  in  their  bufinefs,  accepts  their 
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ance  in  his  bufmefs,  and  fells  them  at  the  higheft 
poffible  rate  the  produce  of  his  fmall  garden, 
which  is  well  cultivated  and  flocked  with  culi- 
nary plants.  He  was  extremely  pleafed  with  fee- 
ing his  countrymen,  and  offered  us  all  the  vege- 
tables in  his  garden,  without  accepting  a fhilling 
in  return.  All  his  ideas  are  fixed  on  France,  and 
on  the  moment,  when  peace  fliall  allow  him  to 
return  into  a country,  which  he  prefers  to  any 
other.  Dry  bread  in  France  he  would  not  ex- 
change for  property  and  wealth  in  any  other  part 
of  the  globe.  This  frame  of  mind  is  common  to 
all  Frenchmen.  With  the  utmoft  concern  he 
enquired  after  news  relative  to  the  armies  of 
France  and  their  fucceffes.  To  judge  by  our  con- 
verfation  with  him,  he  feems  to  poffefs  more  ac- 
tivity than  judgment.  His  fentiments  concern- 
ing'the  French  revolution  are  thofe  of  an  honeft 
Frenchman.  He  poffeffed  feme  books,  the  choice 
of  w hich  was  much  to  his  credit — Montefquieu, 
Buffon,  Corneille,  and  a great  variety  of  travels. 
After  having  made  away  with  his  jew7els,  his 
cloaths  and  his  linen,  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to 
part  wdth  his  library  at  half  the  price,  which  they 
would  have  fetched  even  in  New7  York  or  Phila- 
delphia. The  keeper  of  the  flore  was  the  only 
man  wTithin  a fpace  of  two  hundred  miles,  who 
could  procure  him  a purchafer,  in  the  perfon  of  a 
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rich  Dutchman,  who  had  fettled  a few  miles 
from  Rotterdam.  We  wifhed  to  fee  Madame 
Vatines  ; fhe  is  about  twenty- four  years  of  age, 
pretty  and  good  ; her  eyes  are  beautiful  ; her  look 
has  much  fweetnefs  and  expreffion,  and  it  feems 
that  flic,  like  many  other  wives,  loves  her  huf- 
band  with  more  tendernefs,  than  he  returns.  Nor 
fiiould  I anywife  be  furprifed,  if  the  expreffions 
and  light  tone  of  her  hufband  fhould  infpire  her 
with  jealoufy,  although  he  appears  to  be  much 
attached  to  her.  She  is  mother  of  three  children, 
the  oldeft  of  whom  is  ten  years  old  ; fhe  is  of  a 
mild  and  cheerful  difpofition,  fenfible  and  judici- 
ous. She  makes  hay,  bakes  bread,  cooks,  and 
yet  her  hands  are  very  handfome.  She  is  as  little 
pleafed  with  America  as  her  hufband,  efpecially. 
the  environs  of  Lake  Oneida  ; and  Aie  encouragés 
him  in  the  defire  of  redding  at  leaft  in  the  fame 
place  with  fome  other  French  families.  She  felt 
much  pleafiire  in  our  company,  and  enjoyed  with 
us.  Aie  faid,  more  happinefs  in  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  than  fhe  would  with  Americans,  if  fhe 
lived  ten  years  among  them.  This  fort  of  aver- 
Aon,  or  this  diflike  of  Americans,  is  common  to 
all  the  Frenchmen,  you  meet  with  in  this  part  of 
the  globe.  However  roughly  they  may  have 
been  handled  by  fate,  they  demand  pleafmg  forms, 
verfatility  of  expreffion,  mildnefs,  chearfulnels, 

and 
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and  a frank  and  open  demeanour.  Their  rafh- 
nefs  in  forming  opinions,  and  their  prejudices, 
never  leave  them.  Although  they  may  without 
injuftice  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  outward 
appearance  of  the  Americans  is  lefs  pleafing  than 
ours  ; yet  they  are  certainly  unjuft  in  contending, 
that  they,  are  lefs  honeft,  than  other  people.  No- 
thing, that  has  come  within  my  obfervation,  can 
juftify  fuch  an  opinion.  We  learned  from  Mr, 
Vatines,  that  Mr.  Desjardins,  and  not  the 
Abbé  Desjardins,  as  we  were  told  at  Niagara,  had 
bought  of  Mr.  Ma  combe  of  Paris  three  hundred 
thoufand  acres  of  land,  along  the  banks  of  the 
Black  River  in  Hunger-bay,  in  company  with 
two  other  Frenchmen,  one  of  whom,  Mr.-FARON, 
an  architect,  was  lately  drowned,  in  croffing  the 
Black  River.  They  are  now  furveying  thefe  lands, 
on  which  they  intend  to  form  large  fettlements, 
Mr.  Desjardins  is  faid  to  be  a man  of  confider- 
able  property  ; he  is  married,  and  at  present  en- 
gaged in  building  a houfe  in  Albany.  All  thefe 
particulars  we  learned  from  Mr.  Vatines,  whom 
we  left  with  the  promife  of  a mutual  kind  re- 
membrance. Rotterdam  ftands  on  the  borders 
of  the  county  of  Herkemer,  to  which  it  belongs. 
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WOOD-CREEK. 

Lake  Oneida  is  twenty-eight  miles  in  length* 
about  eighteen  of  which  remain  yet  to  be  crofted, 
before  we  leave  it.  You  fee  not  one  building,  or 
any  fettlement  along  the  banks  of  the  lake,  ex- 
cepting a farm-houfe,  built  by  Mr.  Vandekamp 
(the  fame  who  bought  Mr.  Vatines’s  books),  and 
fituated,  five  miles  from  Rotterdam.  Endlefs 
forefts,  an  indifferent  foil,  and  no  eminence,  ap- 
pear towards  the  north.  The  country  rifes  more 
fouthwards,  where  mountains  come  in  view,  at 
the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  in  a direc- 
tion parallel  to  the  lake.  Thefe  mountains  are 
the  fame,  which  we  faw  on  Lake  Ontario,  on 
our  way  from  Kingfton  to  Ofwego.  Lake  Oneida 
is  from  five  to  fix  miles  in  breadth.  On  its  fouth- 
caft  bank,  a few  miles  from  the  fiiore,  ftands  the 
Indian  village  of  Oneida.  This  nation  is  now 
engaged  in  concluding  a treaty,  by  which  it  is  to 
fell  the  country,  fouth  of  Oneida-lake,  called  the 
Oneida  Refervation,  to  the  ft  ate  of  New  York. 
I am  not  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  this 
treaty  ; all  I know'  is,  that  the  nation  are  to  re- 
tain a tradl  of  land  of  twelve  fquare  miles  in  ex- 
tent, which  is  to  be  fecured  to  them  by  all  pof- 
fible  means,  together  with  the  right  of  a free 
fifhery  in  the  lake.  But  a few  years  ago,  the  Oneida' 

Indians 
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Indians  were  poffeffors  of  the  immenfe  extent  of 
country,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ame- 
rican fpeculators  in  land.  That  thpfe  lands  ihould 
come  into  fuch  hands,  as  are  able  to  put  them 
into  a good  condition,  can  be  no  matter  of  regret, 
efpecially  as  the  Indians  confent  to  it.  But  might 
it  not  be  poffible,  to  form  fettlements  amidft  thefe 
people,  to  civilize  them  by  agriculture,  and  to 
inftruét  them  by  example  ? This  tribe,  it  is  af- 
ferted,  encreafes  rather  than  decreafes  in  num- 
bers. If  this  v^ere  true,  it  would  be  the  only  in- 
ftance  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  yet  known, 
and  deferves  encouragement.  Civilization  is  faid 
to  have  already,  in  fome  meafure,  gained  ground 
among  the  Indians,  and  agriculture  to  have  reach- 
ed a higher  degree  of  perfection  with  them  than 
in  any  other  tribe.  The  négociations,  we  were 
informed,  meet,  however,  with  obftru  étions, 
which  are  likely  to  impede  a fuccefsful  iilue.  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  who  conducts  them  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  who  intends  to  pur- 
chafe  all  the  land  on  his  own  account,  experiences 
a ftrong  oppofition  from  Timothy  Pickering, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  faid  to  be  difpleafed, 
that  he  himfelf  cannot  come  in  for  a lhare  in 
the  propofed  indemnification.  Thefe  particulars, 
which  I have  from  perfons,  who  think  them- 
felves  well-informed,  may  yet  be  mere  fcandal- 
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ous  reports,  although  they  carry  no  improbability 
with  them.* 

We  counted  on  advancing  a few  miles  on  the 
Wood-creek,  before  we  fhould  flop,  when  we 
fell  in  with  our  company  from  Albany,  who  had 
halted  at  the  mouth  of  the  lake.  A fit  of  the  ague 
had  obliged  Mr.  Van  Renfelaer  to  put  a period 
to  this  day’s  journey  at  two  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon. The  gentlemen  propofed  to  us,  to  flop 
likewife  ; our  conductor  accepted  the  propofal, 
and  our  confient  was  a matter  of  courfe.  We 
pafied  the  night  in  fcratching,  rather  than  in  fleep; 
for  the  marangouins  and  other  fmall  gnats  are 
more  numerous  and  troubiefomc,  along  the  banks 
of  the  Wood-creek,  than  in  any  other  part  of 
thefe  wilderneffes.  We  were  obliged  to  fend 
for  water,  to  a fpring,  which  was-  known  to  the 
people  on  board  our  veffel,  but  three  miles  diftant. 
This  water,  though  bad  in  itfelf,  was  excellent 
in  comparifon  with  the  muddy,  mephitic  and 
ftagnant  wrater  of  Wood-creek*,-  and,  with  rum, 
was  drinkable.  Our  dinner  confifted  of  fome 
potatoes,  which  were  left  from  our  laft  meal  at 

* The  négociations,  mentioned  by  thç  author,  actually 
led  to  the  treaty  of  i795,  by  which  the  Oneida  nation  fold 
the  Oneida  refervation  to  the  Hate  of  New  York,  for  an 
annuity  of  three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars. 
—Tranjlc 
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Rotterdam  ; we  had  plenty  of  bifcuit  ; and  al- 
though we  were  badly  off  in  every  refped,  yet 
we  found,  that  things  might  be  worfe. 


CANADA  CREEK. 

Wood-creek  is  the  fmall  ftream  of  Lake  Onei- 
da ; at  its  mouth  it  is  fcarce  fixteen  yards  in 
breadth,  and  fomewhat  farther  up  hardly  eight. 
The  courfe  of  this  creek  being  a continued  fer- 
pentine  winding,  the  diftance  from  its  fource  to 
the  mouth,  which  in  a ftraight  line  is  eftimated 
at  forty  miles,  is  trebled  by  thefe  meanders.  It 
is  under  contemplation  to  conftrudt  a canal,  in- 
tended to  cut  off  feveral  of  thefe  windings,  and 
to  retain  a part  of  its  preihnt  channel.  The  mo- 
derate mafs  of  water,  contained  in  this  ftream,  is 
alfo  obftrudled  by  a confiderable  number  of  trees, 
rooted  out  and  fwept  along  by  the  ftream  in  fpring 
and  autumn,  when  it  overflows  its  banks.  It  is 
with  great  difficulty  a veflel  works  her  way 
through  thefe  incumbrances.  This  fluggifh  river 
has  probably  taken  its  name  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  trunks  of  trees,  which  obftrudt  the  naviga- 
tion, and  rot  in  the  water  ; for,  other  wife,  it  has 
no  better  claim  to  the  name  of.  Wood-creek,  than 
all  other  fmall  rivers  and  lakes  in  America,  which 
in  general  flow  through  woods.  This  navigation 
is,  in  my  opinion,  far  more  troublefome,  than  that 
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of  the  Ofwego  ; at  leaf!:  it  is  equally  fo  ; and  it  can 
hardly  be  expeâed,  that  the  propofed  canal,  were 
it  even  finilhed,  and  kept  in  good  repair,  fhould 
for  ever  remove  the  impediments,  which  obftrucl 
the  navigation.  Throughout  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  creek,  it  receives  only  the  waters  of  Canada 
Creek  ; which,  excepting  for  two  months  in  the 
year,  difcharges  into  it  but  a fmall  quantity  of 
Water.  But,  in  fpring,  it  rifes  in  fo  extraordinary  ' 
a degree,  that  the  trees,  under  which  we  are  now 
palling  along,  and  the  branches  of  which  hang 
two  feet  above  our  heads,  were,  laft  May,  covered 
with  water  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  fame  vef- 
fel,  in  which  we  now  find  ourfelves,  at  that  time 
palled  over  the  trees,  without  noticing  their  exift- 
çnce. 

On  the  arrival  of  veffels  in  Canada  Creek,  they 
mull;  be  unloaded  to  pafs  nine  or  ten  miles  far- 
ther, the  laft  two  of  which  cannot  be  palfed  at 
all,  if  the  miller,  who  poflefles  a mill  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  , creek,  allow  not  his  water  to  flow 
into  the  creek,  which  he  fometimes  refutes.  The 
cargoes  of  the  veffels  are  tranfported  in  waggons, 
about  ten  or  eleven  miles  ; the  paffengers  travel 
over  the  fame  ground,  as  they  cKoofe,  or  as  they 
can.  The  veffels  themfelves,  when  they  have  ap- 
proached the  fource  of  Wood- creek  within  one 
or  two  miles,  are  put  on  waggons,  to  pafs  the 

interval. 
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interval,  which  feparates  the  lake  we  have  juft 
left  from  Mohawk  River,  where  they  are  launched 
again. 

Although  our  party  had  formed  the  bold  re- 
folution  of  puihing  on  to  the  head  of  Mohawk 
River,  we  halted  at  Canada  Creek,  refolved  to  let 
the  Veflel  proceed  onwards  in  moonfnine,  and  to 
purfue,  ourfelves*  the  voyage  on  the  next  morn- 
ing at  break  of  day.  The  foil  was  all  along  of  à 
black  colour  and  excellent  quality  ; although  it 
did  not  cover  the  rocky  ground  to  any  confider- 
able  depth. 

In  the  whole  courfe  of  our  navigation  on  the 
Wood-creek,  twenty- four  miles  in  length,  we 
faw  not  one  building,  and  found  but  one  fpring, 
called  Oakorchard,  which  was  four  minutes  fill- 
ing a fmall  glafs,  and  the  water  of  which  was 
but  of  a middling  quality. 

FORT  STANWIX. 

In  the  evening  we  generally  fay>  we  fhall  be 
awake  early  in  the  morning*  But  this  frequently 
not  being  the  cafe,  à fatiguing  journey  is  pro- 
traéled  in  a tedious  manner,  and  a good  night- 
lodging is  more  feldom  obtained  in  a country, 
where  in  general  fuch  lodging  is  exceedingly  rare. 
This  inconvenience,  however,  cannot  poffibly  be 
avoided  by  a numerous  party*  compofed  of  people 
Vol.  II.  D labouring 
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labouring  under  infirmities  and  fond  of  eafe.  Our 
veffels  had  not  yet  ftarted  at  fix  in  the  morning  ; 
the  waggons  had  not  yet  arrived  ; and  it  was 
feven  o’clock  before  we  left  Mr.  Gilbert’s  inn, 
which  we  found  tolerably  good,  and  which  would 
have  been  much  better,  had  our  company  been 
lefs  numerous.  Rotterdam  we  had  left  full  of 
fick  people  ; we  were  now  about  fifty  miles  from 
it,  had  feen  no  other  houfe  ; and  the  firft  we  en- 
tered was  no.  lets  an  infirmary.  The  landlady, 
the  maid,  the  man-fervant,  were  all  indifpofed 
with  the  au;ue,  and  the  few  neighbours  of  the  inn 
were  in  the  fame  fituation,  as  the  Gilbert  family. 
The  land  along  Wood-creek,  which  is  not  of 
great  value,  being  fubject  to  inundation,  cofts 
three  dollars  the  acre.  The  price  of  that  about 
Gilbert’s  houfe  is  five  dollars,  and  it  is  but  of  mid- 
dling quality.  The  conftrudtion  of  the  canal  in- 
duces the  proprietors  to  raife  the  price  of  the  land, 
though  it  is  not  frequently  fought  after  ; and  in 
truth,  I am  at  a lois  to  conceive,  how  any  one 
can  be  tempted  to  inhabit  the  banks  of  this  mi- 
ferable  creek.  Mefifs.  Vail  Renfelaer  and  Van- 
alien,  the  two  fick  members  of  our  party,  made 
the  tour  on  horfeback  ; Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Stouts, 
and  myfelf,  travelled  on  foot  ; and  Dupetit- 
thouars,  paffionately  fond  of  veffels  and  naviga- 
tion, followed  the  boats  to  help  them  along. 

Since 
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Since  we  began  to  travel  together,  not  a moment 
has  paffed,’  but  I have  congratulated  myfelf  on  my 
travelling,  in  his  company  ; he  is  the  moft  quiet, 
cheerful,  and  pleafant  companion  ; he  plays  with 
children,  converfcs  with  exquiiite  fenfe  with  men, 
who  deferve  his  notice  ; drinks  with  officers,  and 
rows  with  fcamen — ever  brave,  ever  fimple,  and 
for  this  reafon  profpering,  in  feme  mealure,  every 
where. 

The  whole  trade  of  country,  through  which 
this  river  flowrs,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other, 
is  called  Fort  Stanwix,  and  takes  its  name  from 
a fort,  eredted  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
munication between  the  two  ends  of  the  river. 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  in  order  to  attack  this  fort, 
attempted  the  difficult  navigation  of  Wood- 
creel;,  frill  more  obftrudled  by  the  trees,  wdiich 
the  Americans  had  purpofelv  thrown  into  the 
ftream.  He  fucceeded  in  penetrating  to  the  fort, 
which  he  beficged,  but  the  intelligence  of  the 
capture  of  General  Burgoyne’s  army  put  a 
fpeedy  end  to  the  fiege.  I learned  from  General 
Simcoe,  that  on  this  retreat  the  EnglifK  troops 
loft  more  men  from  tlie  Indians  firing  on  them, 
than  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Americans.  We 
halted  on  the  fpot  where  Wood- creek  entirely 
ceafes  to  be  navigable,  very  near  to  its  fource. 

The  inn  of  Mr.  Sterne  y was  fall  of  people 
D 2 indifpofed 
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indifpofed  with  the  ague.  The  whole  neighbour- 
hood was  crowded  with  others  in  the  fame  con- 
dition ; and,  by  his  accounf,  numbers  of  travellers 
are  daily  arriving,  who  have  not  efcaped  the  in- 
fluence of  the  tainted  air  and  of  the  contagion, 
which  prevails  in  the  diftricft  of  Geneffee.  Within 
this  laft  fortnight  the  flux  has  joined  the  fever, 
already  diffidently  dreadful  in  itfelf  ; it  rages  with 
all  the  violence  of  an  epidemical  difeafe,  and  car- 
ries off  a great  many  people.  At  every  door,  at 
which  we  flopped,  we  obferved  the  fame  yellow 
palenefs  in  every  face,  and  received  the  fame  ac- 
counts. Having,  at  length,  reached  the  place  on 
the  river  Mohawk,  where  we  were  to.  embark, 
we  found  Mr.  Renfelaer  in  a fit  of  the  ague.  An 
hour  after,  arrived  the  mate  of  Mr.  Vanallen’s 
veflel,  feized  with  the  fame  illnefs,  and  laft  of  all 
came  Dupetitthouars,  the  Hercules  of  our  party, 
complaining  of  pains  in  his  limbs,  head-ache,  and 
cold  fhiverings.  The  poor  man  had  felt  thefe 
fymptoms  thefe  two  days,  but  concealed  it  from 
me,  left  I fhould  repeat  my  earned:  entreaties  to 
him,  not  to  undergo  fuch  exceffive  fatigue.  Every 
one  of  our  party,  who  felt  not  quite  fick,  began 
now  to  examine,  wdiether  he  were  not  deceived 
in  his  opinion  of  being  well;  the  fear  of  being  at- 
tacked by  the  univerfal  contagion  was  openly  con- 
fided ; and  the  whole  converfation  turned  upon 

the 
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the  means  of  efcaping  it,  on  the  moll  wholelome 
food,  and  the  belt  remedies.  Our  whole  day  was 
fpent  in  this  manner  ; for  our  veffels,  which  had 
fet  out  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  did  not 
arrive  until  nine  in  the  evening.  The  great  Hum» 
ber  of  the  fick  in  the  country,  attention  to  the 
patients  of  our  own  party,  and  the  waiting  for 
the  veffels,  prevented  me  from  collecting  infor- 
mation. What  little  intelligence  I obtained  is  as 
follows  The  land  on  the  Mohawk  River  cofts 
five  dollars  an  acre.  The  fettlers  in  this  town- 
fhip,  which  was  formed  fix  or  feven  years  ago, 
come  moft  of  them  from  Connecticut  ; among; 
thefe  are  many  Methodifts,  Baptifts  and  Epifco- 
palians  ; but  the  major  part  are  Prelbyterians, 
Divine  fervice  is  performed  in  private  houfes, 
and  pretty  regularly  attended  ; but  from  want  of 
preachers  all  the  prayers  are  read  fucceffively  by 
a member  of  the  congregation  ; and  in  this  con- 
flits the  whole  fervice. 

MAYER’S  TAVERN. — MOHAWK  RIVER. 

I had  cherilhed  a hope,  that  Dupetitthouars’s 
fufferings  would  be  finilhed  in  half  a day,  and 
that  this  would  be  the  only  punilhment  for  the 
exceffive  fatigue,  which  he  had  very  imprudently 
undergone.  But  the  ague  has  actually  made  its 
appearance,  with  all* the  fymptoms  which  charac* 
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terize  this  malady.  Our  fituation  is  extremely 
unpleafant,  unprovided  as  we  are  with  any  means 
of  affiftance.  Although  exhaufted  by  .fatigue, 
and  fcorched  by  the  fun,  from  which  nothing 
can  protedl  us  in  this  vexatious  veil  el,  we.havç 
yet  not  been  in  a bed  for  thefe  eight  days  paft. 
Independently  of  my  appreheniion  for  .my  com- 
panion, I moft  devoutly  wifh  to  fee  the  end  of 
this  paflage,  and  yet  our  arrival  in  Albany  is  con- 
tinually delayed  by  new  obftru  étions.  The  navi- 
gation of  the  Mohawk  River  is  fortunately  not 
like  that  of  the  rivers,  we  have  pafied  lately.  We 
defeend  gently  with  the  ftream  ; and  although  its 
channel  is  in  feme  places  obftruéted  with  trees, 
yet  they  may  be  eafiiy  cleared.  It  receives  many 
fmall  creeks  and  fprings,  the  water  of  which  is 
excellent  ; for  thefe  four  days  pafe  we  had  not  met 
with  any  tolerable  water.  The  foil  is  good  all 
along  the  way  wre  have  travelled,  but  grows  bet- 
ter, in  proportion  as  you  proceed  to  a greater  dife 
tance  from  the  fource  of  the  ftream.  The  fettle- 
men  ts  are  more  numerous,  efpccially  on  the  right 
bank.  Ten  miles  farther  on,  they  begin  likew  ife 
to  be  fc  on  the  left  bank  ; and  here  the  com- 
munication between  the.  fettlers  on  both  fuies 
is  kept  up  by  wooden  bridges.  Ten  miles* from 
Fort  Stan  wix,  the  price  of  land  is  from  five  to  fix 
dollars  per  acre.  A great  part  is  leafed  out  for 
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life  ; the  leffee  agrees  to  pay  the  proprietor  a cer- 
tain fum  per  acre,  as  long  as  he  cultivates  it. 
The  lcafe  is  generally  granted  for  three  lives, 
which  he  can  choofe  at  pleafure,  or  for  his  own 
life  and  the  lives  of  his  children.  The  man,  in 
whofe  houfe  we  breakfafted,  holds  one  hundred 
acres  by  this  tenure,  but  not  from  the  firft  owner  ; 
and  thus  without  having  had  the  right  of  choof- 
ing  the  lives,  the  duration  of  which  is  to  deter- 
mine the  period  of  his  leafe.  Only  nineteen  acres 
have  been  yet  cleared,  for  he  fettled  here  only 
fifteen  months  ago.  Ten  of  thefe  acres,  which 
are  fown  with  wheat,  yield  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  bufhels  an  acre  ; a produce,  which  affords 
him  not  only  fubfiftence,  but  alfo  a fufficient  over- 
plus to  pay  his  rent. 

SCHUYLERTOWN. 

The  fettlcment  of  Schuylertown  is  the  mofl 
confiderable  we  have  hitherto  feen,  fince  we  left 
Wiikfbarre.  It  is  a traft  of  country  populoufly 
fettled,  rather  than  an  infant  fettlcment  ; though 
its  occupation  commenced  but  in  1/85.  The 
land,  which  at  that  time  coffc  a few  pence  the 
acre,  and  three  years  ago  no  more  than  five  dol- 
lars, is  now  fold,  not  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  but  alfo  fifteen  miles  beyond  it,  for  nineteen 
or  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  General  Schuyler 
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and  Dr.  Blight  are  the  original  proprietors  of  a 
great  part  of  thefe  lands,  which  they  purchafed 
from  the  frate.  A road  from  Albany  to  the  dif- 
triél  of  Geneffee,  which  runs  by  this  town,  oc-> 
carions  a number  of  perfons  to  pafs  this  way,  be- 
ride  thofe  who  come  by  wrater.  Colonifts  from 
New  England  form  the  moft  conriderable  part 
of  the  po  pulation  of  this  rich  and  opulent  fettle - 
ment.  The  land  is  excellent,  and  yields,  per 
acre,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bufhels  of  grain. 
Day-labourers  are  earily  obtained;  their  wages 
are  generally  four  fhillings  a day,  and  fix  ftrillings 
in  harveft.  Wheat  is  cut  with  the  fickle.  The 
harveft  turns  out  plentiful,  this  year;  and  the 
price  of  flour,  which  was  hitherto  nine  dollars  a 
barrel,  has  already  gotten  down.  The  inhabitants 
are  buried  in  gathering  in  their  props  ; and  the 
country  has  an  appearance  pf  profperity  and 
plenty. 

The  town  conrifts  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  houfes,  many  of  which  are  well  built  ; of 
two  churches,  one  belonging  to  the  Prefbyte- 
rians,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  the  other 
to  members  of  he  Epifçopal  church.  The  other 
fe&s  have  churches  in  the  furrounding  country. 
Th  is  town  is  the  capital  of  thp  county  of  Herke- 
nier,  which,  by  the  lari:  computation,  contained 
twenty-five  thoufand  fiye  hundred  and  twenty- 

three 


Al 


UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &c. 

three  inhabitants.*  Both  the  jail  and  court- 
houfe  were  built  three  years  ago  ; and  rates  have, 
but  very  lately,  been  affefled,  to  reimburfe  the 
cxpence.  The  quotas  of  the  inhabitants  are  raifed 
on  the  fame  principles,  as  all  other  taxes,  and 
are  very  trifling.  The  aggregate  fum  of  all  the 
taxes  amounts  fcarcely  to  flxpence  in  the  pound. 
One  or  two  paupers,  fupported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, conftitute  the  whole  burthen  upon  the 
charity  of  the  townlhip.  The  roads  are  good  ; 
the  country  is  beautifully  pleafant,  and  almoft 
entirely  cleared.  Cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers. Frelh  meat  may  be  had  at  all  times,  and 
cofts  fixpence  a pound.  One  grift-mill  and  three 
faw-mills  within  a fpace  of  four  miles  around 
the  town,  promote  its  profperity.  All  the  pro- 
vifion,  which  is  not  confumed  in  the  country, 
in  winter  is  fent  to  Albany.  The  number  of 
houfes  may  be  augmented  in  the  town,  but  the 
profperous  and  flourifhing  condition  of  the  coun- 
try admits  of  hardly  any  encreafe.  All  the  lands 
along  the  Mohawk  River  are  of  a very  good  qua- 
lity ; the  uncleared  parts  bear  none  but  found 
and  large  trees,  and  the  ground  under  cultivation 

The  county  of  Herkeraer  contains,  by  the  ftate  cenfus 
of  1796,  twenty-five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy- 
three  inhabitants,  of  whom  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fixty-one  are.  ele&ors. — Travjlator . 
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is  extremely  productive.  The  country  is  every- 
where high,  healthful,  well  watered,  and  doubt- 
lefs  one  of  the  fineft  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Intermittent  fevers  are  not  more  frequent  here, 
than  in  all  healthy  and  fettled  countries  ; few 
perfons  are  afflicted  with  that  diftemper,  but  the 
flux  is  at  this,  time  making  fome  ravages  among 
the  inhabitants. 

GERMAN  FLATS. 

The  German  Flats  are  ftill  more  beautiful, 
than  the  country  about  Schuylertown.  This 
eftablifhment  was  formed  about  eighty  years  ago. 
Dutchmen  and  Germans  were  the  firft  fettlers. 
Since  that  time  other  families  from  Germany  and 
Holland  have  joined  the  ancient  colonifts,  and 
numerous  fettlers  continue  to  arrive  from  thofe 
parts,  as  well  as  other  European  countries.  The 
German  tongue  and  German  manners  have  been 
preferved  among  the  families  of  the  original 
planters.  Yet  this  language  is  not  exclufively  the 
fpeech  of  the  diftriCU^s  in  Reading  and  Lancafter. 
The  German  Flats  are  famous  throughout  Ame^ 
rica,  on  account  df  their  fertility.  The  fruitful 
foil  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  depth  ; the 
eminences,  which  bound  thefe  low  grounds,  pof- 
fefs  the  fame  foil  ; many  of  them  are  high  moun- 
tains, cultivated  up  to  the  fummits,  wfflich  in 
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iome  places  are  crowned  with  beautiful  meadows. 
The  ftaple  commodity  is  wheat  ; but  Indian- 
corn,  buck-wheat,  water-melons,  and  gourds,  are 
alfo  cultivated.  All  plants  are  here  of  an  uncom- 
mon fize,  and  a peculiar  flavour,  efpecially  pota- 
toes. They  are  my  favourite  food,  when  I am 
on  a journey  ; efpecially  at  prefent,  when  they 
are  the  only  frelh  vegetables,  which  can  be  had. 
Moreover,  they  feem  to  be  prophylactics  in  the 
febrific  atmofphere,  in  which  we  are  travelling. 

Some  lands  in  the  Flats,  clofe  to  the  river, 
would  not  be  fold  for  lefs  than,  one  hundred,  or 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  Cattle 
are  here  neither  numerous  nor  of  a fine"  breed, 
Horfcs  are  reared  in  the  greateft  number  ; but 
thofe  I have  feen  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty  ; 
feveral  of  them  are  put  to  a waggon  by  the  far- 
mers. The  harveft  is  uncommonly  plentiful  ; 
and  it  is  here  fpeedily  houfed,  as  labourers  may 
be  eafily  procured.  But,  what  a difference  be- 
tween the  grave  affiduity  of  this  people,  and  the 
cheerful,  merry,  and  melodious  activity  of  our 
reapers  in  France  ! The  harveft  is  and  wTas  there 
a feaft,  a time  of  pleafure  as  of  bleffings.  All 
were  content.  Old  people  and  children,  man 
and  wife,  young  men  and  girls,  all  participated 
in  this  univerfal,  real,  noify,  and  contagious 
mirth,  which,  far  from  interrupting  the  labour, 
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mfpirited  the  labourers  to  greater  zeal  and  exer- 
tion. The  time  of  hay-making  and  the  vintage 
— what  an  univerfal  joy,  charming  giddinefs,  and 
delightful  fpeftacle,  did  they  not  afford,  fit  to 
enrapture  the  oldeft  breaft  ! What  nation  under- 
ftands  better  to  enjoy  happinefs,  than  the  amiable 
French  ? Ah  ! am  I never  to  celebrate  a harveft- 
home  but  on  a foreign  foil  ? 

The  corn  in  the  German  Flats,  although  un- 
commonly fine,  would  be  ftill  finer,  if  the  fields 
were  cultivated  with  more  care  ; the  farmers  ge- 
nerally neglcft  to  free  them  from  weeds  in  fpring. 
Noxious  plants  fhoot  up,  therefore,  more  copi- 
oufly,  in  proportion  as  the  foil  is  richer,  and  ob- 
ftrudfc  the  growth  of  the  corn.  The  form  of  the 
fields,  the  expanfe  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
the  fwelling  hills  and  mountains,  offer  a delight- 
ful variegated  profpeét,  the  charms  of  which  are 
heightened  by  the  numerous  buildings  inter- 
fperfed,  of  various  forms  and  colours.  To  an  ex- 
tent of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  the  right  bank 
forms  an  uninterrupted  village,  of  a confiderablc 
depth.  Fevers  are  not  frequent  here  ; but  the 
flux  carries  off,  at  prefent,  numbers  of  people. 
The  heat  is  in  truth  exceffive,  and  the  fun,  which 
darts  piercing  rays,  remains  long  above  the  hori- 
zon. The  heat  is  altogether  intolerable,  expofed 
as  we  are  to  it  in  an  open  velfel  ; and  the  nights 
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are  nearly  as  troublefome  as  the  days.  Never  are 
they  cooled  by  the  flighted  breeze,  and  they  are 
{till  warm  with  the  fultry  heat  of  the  preceding 
day,  when  the  fun  rifes  again.  This  is  the  hot- 
teft  weather,  I have  ever  experienced.  My  ther- 
mometer {lands  in  the  {hade  generally  at  ninety- 
three  degrees  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-feven  one- 
ninth  Reaumur). 

THE  CANAL  AND  LITTLE  FALLS  TOWNSHIP.-» 
PALATINE. 

Seven  miles  from  the  German  Flats  are  the 
Little  Falls,  which  again  occafion  a land-carriage 
of  three- fourths  of  a mile.  Thefe  falls  are  mere 
violent  rapids  ; feveral  rocks  of  different  fize  nar- 
row the  channel  of  the  ftream  ; the  confequent 
agitation  of  the  water  occafions  a foam,  and  in- 
terrupts the  navigation.  The  adjacent  country, 
two  miles  above  and  below  the  rapids,  is  alfo  full 
of  rocks.  The  foil  is  fandy,  fwampy,  and  rocky  ; 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  fpot,  a {lain  of  the  fineft 
country  in  the  world.  Immediately  after  you 
have  paffed  this  vein  of  {lone,  the  land  is  again 
as  beautiful  and  fertile  as  before. 

For  thefe  three  years  pall,  the  people  have  been 
bufied  in  conftrudling  a canal,  which  runs  along 
the  banks  of  the  rapids,  and  is  intended  to  re- 
move the  impediments,  that  interrupt  the  navi- 
gation. 
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gation.  A company  of  gentlemen  of  confider- 
able  property,  fupported  by  a great  number  of 
fubferibers,  have  entered  upon  this  undertaking, 
and  but  very  lately  obtained  a powerful  aid  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
has  fubferibed  largely  for  this  enterprife.  The 
canal,  it  is  afferted,  is  to  be  finifhed  this  year  * and 
we  are  allured,  that  it  will  be  accomplifhed  very 
foon.  The  work  is,  however,  in  my  judgment, 
but  little  advanced  ; although  the  whole  length 
amounts  to  no  more  than  three  Quarters  of  a mile  ; 
the  progrefs  is  very  flow  ; and  a rock  is  to  be  cut 
through.  The  fcones,  which  are  dug  out,  are 
partly  made  ufe  of  for  erecting  a wall  three  feet 
in  height  on  both  fldes  of  the  canal.  This  wall 
is  again  covered  with  earth,  which  is  alfo  thrown 
againfl;  it  on  both  fldes,  fo  that  it  forms  a dam, 
the  top  of  which  is  eight  feet  in  width,  tod  the 
Hope  about  thirty.  As  neither  mortar  nor  any 
other  cement  is  ufed  in  erecting  the  wall,  it  re- 
mains with  me  a matter  of  doubt,  whether  the 
water  will  not  find  its  way  through  the  dam, 
and  do  mifehief.  At  the  beginning  of  the  canal 
two  locks  have  been  conftrudled,  which  are  com- 
pletely finifhed,  except  that  the  doors  are  not  yet 
hung.  Thefe  locks  are  built  all  of  wood,  the 
foundation  as  well  as  the  fldes,  and  the  workman- 
fhips  as  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  is  very  good  ; 
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but  I am  at  a lofs  to  conceive,  why  no  {tones  are 
made  ufe  of  in  the  conftrudtion  of  this  work,  as 
they  abound  in  the  furrounding  country.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  workmen  are  conftantly  em- 
ployed at  the  canal,  who  receive  each  fix  {hil- 
lings a day,  without  board.  Thefe  workmen  are 
divided  into  certain  companies  ; a great  number 
of  them  are  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood, 
but  many  are  alfo  Irifhmen  newly  arrived,  nay 
Irifh  convi&s,  whofe  conduct  is  far  from  being 
beneficial  to  the  country. 

The  town  of  Little  Falls  confifts  of  about  fifty 
well-built  houfes.  A corn-mill  of  an  excellent 
conftruÆon,  and  a faw-mill,  have  been  eredted 
on  thefe  rapids. 

After  a navigation  of  twenty  miles,  our  ’Squire 
ftopped  near  a houfe,  which,  by  his  account,  was 
fully  adequate  to  indemnify  us  for  the  inconve- 
niencies  we  had  fuftained  the  preceding  nights. 
But  nothing  at  all  was  to  be  had  ; a whole  hour 
elapfed  before  we  were  able  to  obtain  a bed  for 
Dupetitthouars,  whofe  illnefs  grew  conftantly 
worfe.  The  floor  was  affigned  to  us  for  a refting 
place  ; more  we  could  not  obtain.  This  place 
belongs  to  the  townfhip  of  Palatine  ; it  is  feated 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  pofTefies  the  fame 
foil,  and  the  fame  honeft,  flow,  and  dirty  Ger- 
mans tor  inhabitants.  This  fettlement  was  form- 
ed * about  feventy  years  ago. 
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SKENECTADY. 

My  patient  felt  much  relieved  after  an  emetic 
1 had  given  him  the  preceding  evening  ; w 6 
were  obliged  to  wake  him  at  four  o’clock,  as 
we  wilhed  to  arrive  at  an  early  hour  at  Skene&ady* 
The  day  paffed,  in  regard  to  our  patient,  better 
than  we  expected,  as  we  entered  the  port  with- 
out his  having  been  attacked  by  another  fit  of  the 
fever.  We  had,  therefore,  ground  to  hope,  that 
the  dreadful  fits,  which  he  had  fuftained,  were 
merely  the  confequences  of  exceffive  fatigue.  We 
flopped  at  Canalmgi,  which  is  another  German 
fettlement.  The  information  above  detailed  ap- 
plies likewife  to  this  place,  even  in  regard  to  the 
prices  of  commodities.  Water-melons  and  gourds 
are  here  alfo  fown,  either  with  Indian  corn,  or 
by  themfelves,  and  are  employed  to  great  advan- 
tage in  feeding  the  cattle,  during  the  five  or  fix 
months  in  which  they  muft  neceffarily  be  kept 
in  the  liable.  The  Heffian  fly  is  yet  unknown- 
in  this  fortunate  country.  The  land  is  fo  good, 
as  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  manure.  The  prefent 
occupier  has  lived  thirty-four  years  on  this  eftate, 
and  never  laid  dung  on  more  than  fix  acres  of  his 
lands,  which  he  manured  thirty  years  ago  very 
fiightly. 

After  having  paffed  the  fettlement*  which  for- 
merly 
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utterly  belonged  to  W,  Johnston,  ancient  Eng- 
lifh  Diredor-general  of  Indian  affairs,  whole 
eftates  were  confifcated  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, becaufe  he  declared  himfelf  againft  the 

Americans,  we  at  length  reached  Skenedady, 

» 

the  end  of  our  navigation.  Johnflown  is  the 
capital  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  which  con- 
tains about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants.  Skenec- 
tady  is  a fmall  town,  as  old  as  Albany,  and  con- 
taining moftly  old  houfes,  built  in  the  Dutch  ftyle, 
which  give  it  altogether  the  appearance  of  an  an- 
cient European  city.  The  Mohawk  River,  which 
is  here  clofely  hemmed  in,  takes  a large  fweep  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  town  ; and  a catarad  renders  ' 
the  navigation  impoffible.  You  here  quit  the 
velfel,  and  proceed  by  land  to  Albany.  The  pof- 
hbility  of  conftruding  a canal,  by  which  the  falls 
as  well  as  other  impediments  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Mohawk  River  may  be  avoided,  is  acknow- 
ledged on  all  hands  ; and  plans,  it  is  afferted,  are 
in  contemplation,  to  facilitate  the  painful  paffage 
we  have  juft  made,  and  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity 
of  occafional  land- carriage.  This  would  be  a 
great  and  ufeful  undertaking,  equally  honourable 
and  advantageous  for  the  State  of  New;  York. 
Veffels  of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen,  it  is 
faid,  might  be  employed  in  this  navigation,  which 
would  thus  become  an  outlet,  far  preferable  to 
Vol  II.  E that 
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that  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  which  admits  of 
only  boats  of  three  or  four  tons  burthen.  We 
heard  it  reported  in  Upper  Canada,  it  is  true,  that 
with  an  expence  of  one  million  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  an  uninterrupted  navi- 
gation might  be  opened  from  London  to  Niagara. 
But  independently  of  one  million  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  being  a pretty  large 
fum,  the.  whole  project  is  the  work  of  an  adven- 
turer, whofe  whiles  are  eafily  converted  into 
hopes,  and  whoft  hopes  fpeedily  mature  to  opi- 
nions, the  erroneoufnefs  of  which  frequently  time 
only  developes. 

The  information,  which  I was  able  to  collect 
refpedting  Skenedlady,  is  as  follows.  The  fettle- 
ment  was  originally  formed  by  Brabanters,  in  the 
year  1ÔÔ2  : but  in  later  times  moil  of  the  colo~ 
nifts,  arrived  from  New  England  ; and  fo  they 
do  at  prefent.  Two  thirds  of  the  territory  of 
Skenedlady,  which  comprifes  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  fquare  miles,  are  already  cleared  ; 
the  good  foil  is  five  feet,  and  on  eminences  two 
feet  in  depth  ; good  land  yields  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat  an  acre  ; land  of  in- 
ferior quality  from  twelve  to  fifteen  ; agriculture, 
as  well  as  the  price  of  provifion,  is  much  the 
fame  as  in  the  more  advanced  parts.;  winter  lafts, 
in, regard  to  agricultural  operations,  from  Novem- 
ber 
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ter  till  April  ; the  grain  fuffers  but  very  fcldom, 
and  in  a trifling  degree,  from  the  Heffiari  fly, 
and  from  blights  ; the  climate  is  healthy  ; the 
ufual  mart  for  the  production  of  the  country  is 
Albany.  The  Epifcopal  is  thé  prevalent  religion  ; 
although  the  town  contains  alfo  a church  for 
German  Lutherans,  and  one  for  Prefbyterians. 
The  Germans  were  alfo  the  moft  liberal  benefac- 
tors to  the  inflitution  of  a college,  which  was  in- 
corporated taft  year  (l  794),  and  the  property  of 
which,  raifed  by  fubferiptions  and  other  means, 
amounts  already  to  forty- two  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty- two  dollars,  and  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  acres  of  land,  given  by  the  fiâtes*. 

Skene&ady  is  the  emporium  as  well  for  the 
provifion,  which  comes  down  the  Mohawk  Liver, 
defigned  for  Albany,  as  for  the  merchandize, 
which  from  the  flores  at  Albany  is  tranfmitted 
to  the  countries,  interfe&ed  by  the  Mohawk  River 
and  other  flreams,  flowing  into  the  former  as  far 
as  the  diflriCt  of  Geneflee.  The  townfliip  of  Ske- 
ne&ady  contains  about  three  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred foulsf.  It  is  the  frontier- town  of  the  county 

* The,  college,  alluded  to  by  the  Author,  is  Union  Col- 
lege, which  took  its  name  from  the  union  of  various  deno^ 
minations  of  Chriltians  in  its  eftkblifhment.  The  faculty 
of  this  college  confifted,  in  1797,  of  the  prehdent  and  one 
tutor,  and  the  number  of  ftudents  was  thirty~feven?— Tran/l. 

t By  the  State  Cenfus  of  1796,  the  townlhip  of  Ske- 
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of*  Albany  towards  Montgomery.  The  capital 
of  this  county  is  Albany  ; the  county  of  Albany 
contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  of 
whom  two  thoufand  five  hundred  are  flaves. 

In  Skenedtady  we  took  our  leave  of  Mr.  Vanal- 
len,  who,  in  addition  to  the  civilities  fhewn  us 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  voyage,  declined  aifo 
to  accept  any  money  for  our  paffage,  on  the  in- 
genious pretence,  that,  as  we  carried  our  provi- 
fioris  with  us,  we  had  not  in  the  leaft:  encreafed 
his  expence.  We  remain,  therefore,  in  many  re- 
fpedls,  under  great  obligations  to  this  gentleman. 

TOUR  TO  ALBANY. 

Mr.  Vanallen  had  bufmefs  to  tranfadt  in  Ske- 
nedtady,  and  we  wifhed  to  reach  Albany  as  foon 
as  pofïible.  A ftable-keeper  engaged  to  carry  us 
the  fame  night  to  Albany,  though  it  wras  already 
late  ; we  took  accordingly  our  feats  in  his  wag- 
gon, bolftered  with  ftraw.  _ About  four  miles 
from  Skenedtady,  the  driver  informed  us,.  that  he 
could  not  proceed  farther.  Grumbling,  we  fub- 
mitted,  therefore,  to  the  neceffity  of  taking  up 
our  night’s  lodging  in  a bad  inn,  where,  as  foon 
as  Dupetitthouars  had  occupied  the  only  bed 

neftady  contains  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feventy- 
two  inhabitants,  of  whom  fix  hundred  and  eighty-three  are 
ele&ors,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  flaves.— *TranJl, 

which 
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which  was  in  the  houfe,  I entered  into  a conver- 
fation  with  the  landlord  and  our  driver,  Which 
turned  upon  politics,  the  univerfal  topic  in  this 
country.  Since  we  have  fet  foot  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  we  find  newfpapers  in  every 
village.  My  new  acquaintances  were  people  of 
uncouth  manners,  and  without  the  leaft  educa- 
tion ; but  their  opinions  were  juft  and  fenfible, 
and  their  judgments  extremely  corredt.  They 
manifefted  a ftrong  attachment  to  France,  and 
moft  earneftly  wifhed  her  fuccefs.  They  hate 
England,  confide  in  their  Preftdent,  and  fpeak  of 
De  la  Fayette  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  This 
univerfal  attachment  of  the  Americans  to  De  la 
Fayette,  and  the  grateful  fentiments  of  him  ex- 
prefled  by  all  without  exception,  though  in  the 
courfe  of  the  French  Revolution  he  adted  a part 
not  approved  by  all , refute  in  a forcible  manner 
the  charge  of  levity  and  ingratitude  frequently 
preferred  againft  the  Americans.  “ May  he  come,” 
faid  a man  to  us  this  morning  who  was  riding 
on  horfeback  by  the  fide  of  our  carriage,  May 
the  Marquis  come,  we  will  make  him  rich.  It 
is  through  him  that  France  made  us  free  ; never 
Ihall  we  be  able  to  do  fo  much  for  him,  as  he  has 
done  for  us.” 

After  a three  hours’  journey  through  a country, 
which  is  much  like  the  woods  of  Anjou,  fandy, 
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covered  with  fern,  and  bearing  none  but  llckly 
trees-,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Albany. 

MINER ALO GIC AL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  minerals  between  Fort  Ofwego  and  Al- 
bany, and  the  earth,  with  which  they  are  cover- 
ed, are  much  the  fame  as  in  the  diltriCt  of  Ge- 
nelfee,  and  in  Upper  Canada.  The  rocks  about 
the  fort,  as  well  as  near  the  rapids  and  water- 
fall, conlift  of  an  imperfeft  granite,  feldom  in- 
terfperfed  with  mica  ; from  time  to  time  you 
meet  with  Hate  of  a coarfe  grain. 

On  the  banks  of  Wood- creek  I fcarcely  law 
any  Hones  at  all  ; the  ground  is  immerfed  in 
water  to  fuch  a degree,  that  during  this  tedi- 
ous and  winding  paifage  none  come  in  view. 
The  water-fall  in  Mohavvk  River  (Little  Falls) 
breaks  through  a chain  of  granite  rocks,  that  are 
obfervable  in  all  parts  of  this  fmall  barren  fpot, 
which,  as  has  already  been  remarked,  is  a difgrace 
to  the  rich  furrounding  country.  In  the  town- 
Ihip  of  Palatine  lime-ftone  is  found  of  a very  good 
quality.  Two  wide  terraces  of  earth,  which 
bound  the  channel  of  the  Mohawk,  and  form 
its  banks,  are  the  moll  remarkable  appearance 
upon  that  river.  The  banks  of  the  Connecticut, 
it  is  afierted,  offer  the  fame  ftriking  profpeft. 

As  to  the  different  fpecies  of  trees,  I have  had 

but 
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but  little  leifure  to  obferye  them,  not  having  been 
on  fhore  oftener  than  twice  or  thrice  a*  day,  and 
never  but  for  a few  moments.  They  feem  to  * 
be  much  the  fame  as  in  the  diflridt  of  Geneflee. 

ALBANY. 

Albany  is  one  of  the  moil  ancient  fettîements 
in  North  America  ; it  was  formed  in  the  year 
1660  ; and  the  town  incorporated  in  3Ü8Ô.  The 
hiftory  of  this  city,  which  occurs  in  all  defcrip- 
tions  of  the  United  States,  I fhall  pafs  over  in  fi- 
lence.  It  is  feated  one  hundred  and  fixty-five 
miles  from  New  York,  has  a harbour,  and  a very 
extenfive  trade.  Ships  of  eighty  tons  burthen 
fail  up  to  the  town  ; and  the  trade  is  carried  on 
in  veflels  of  this  fize.  A fort  of  fand-bank,  three 
miles  below  Albany,  renders  the  navigation  rather 
difficult  ; yet  it  is  eafily  cleared  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  pilots  acquainted  with  it,  and  no  fhip 
arrives  without  one  of  them  on  board.  This 
impediment,  it  is  afferted,  might  eafily  be  re- 
moved at  a trifling  expence  ; and  fhips  of  a much 
larger  fize  might  then  anchor  near  the  city.  The 
navigation  of  the  river  from  the  North  country  is 
open  from  the  middle  of  April  until  the  middle 
of  November.  The  trade  of  Albany  is  chiefly 
carried  on  with  the  produce  of  the  MohawTk  coun- 
try, and  extends  eaftward  as  far  as  agriculture  and 
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cultivated  lands  expand.  The  ftate  of  Vermont, 
and  a part  of  New  Hampshire,  furnifh  alfo  many 
articles  of  trade  ; , and  the  exports  chiefly  confift 
in  timber  and  lumber  of  every  fort  and  defcrip- 
tion,  potatoes/  potafh  and  peaii-aflies,  all  fpecies 
of  grain,  and  laftly  in  manufactured  goods.  Thefe 
articles  are,  molt  of  them,  tranfported  to  Albany 
in  winter  on  fledges,  houfed  by  the  merchants* 
and  by  them  fucceffively  tranfmitted  to  New 
York,  where  they  are  either  fold  for  bills  on  Eng- 
land, or  exchanged  for  Englifh  goods,  which  are 
in  return  fent  from  Albany  to  the  provinces* 
whence  the  articles  for  exportation  were  drawn. 
Buflnefs  is,  therefore,  carried  on  entirely  with 
ready  money,  and  eipecially  in  regard  to  pot-afh  ; 
not  even  the  moft  fubftantial  bills  are  accepted 
in  payment.  The  trade  of  Albany  is  carried  on 
in  ninety  veflels,  forty-five  of  which  belong  to 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  reft  to  New  York 
et  other  places.  They  are  in  general  of  feventy 
tons  burthen,  and  make  upon  the  average  ten 
voyages  a year,  which,  on  computing  the  freights 
outwards  and  homewards,  produces  a total  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  tho aland  tons  ot  flapping 
for  the  trade  of  Albany.  Every  fliip  is  navigated 
by  four  men  ; the  matter  is  paid  twenty  dollars 
a month,  if  he  have  no  ihare  in  the  fifip,  the  mate 
fifteen,  and  a feaman  nine.  There  is  alfo  gene- 
rally 
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rally  a cabin-boy  on  board,  or  more  frequently  a 
cook,  as  few  fhips  have  lefs  than  eight  paflengers 
on  board,  either  coming  up  or  going  down.  The 
freight  of  goods  is  ufually  one  {billing  a hundred 
weight  ; but  this  varies,  according  to  their  value, 
or  the  room  they  occupy. 

The  trade  of  Albany  is  very  fafe,  but  feems  not 
to  be  very  profitable.  The  neat  proceeds  of  a 
voyage  amount  upon  an  average  to  about  one 
hundred  dollars,  which  makes  for  the  whole  year 
one  thoufand  dollars  for  a fhip,  a profit  by  no 
means  confiderable.  If  you  add  to  this  the  money 
paid  by  paflengers  for  their  paflage,  which  amounts 
to  ten  {hillings  a head,  making  from  feventeen  to 
twenty  dollars  a voyage,  and  from  one  hundred 
and  feventy  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  ten 
voyages,  which  are  made  in  tire  courfe  of  he  year, 
the  whole  yields  but  a very  moderate  profit,  which 
is  however  encreafed  by  the  fale  of  the  goods. 
This  is  as  yet  the  ufual  way  in  which  trade  is  car- 
ried on  by  this  city  ; it  deprives  the  merchants 
of  Albany  of  a confiderable  profit,  and  throws  it 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  of  New  York.  Some  of 
the  former  undertake  indeed  voyages  to  England, 
Holland,  and  other  countries  ; but,  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  charter  New  York  veflels.  Thefe  are 
the  bolder  people  ; and  are  called  men  of  the 
new  notions,  but  their  number  is  fmall. 
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The  ancient  cuftoms  and  confined  views  ôf  the 
timide  yet  Covetous,  Dutchmen,  have  carefully 
been  preferved  in  this  city.  No  fhip  fails  from 
Albany  direftly  to  Europe  ; and  yet  provifion  is 
fent  thither  from  this  place.  It  is  evident  that, 
if  the  inhabitants  would  take  themfëlves  the 
trouble  of  exporting  their  produce,  they  would 
fave  ufelefs  intereft,  the  return- freight,  and  double 
commiffion,  and  would  obtain  employment  for 
their  fhips  during  the  time,  when  the  navigation 
to  the  north  is  fhut  up  by  ice.  Ideas  of  this  com- 
plexion begin  to  dawn  upon  the  minds  of  fome 
merchants,  and  will,  no  doubt,  produce  advan- 
tageous changes.  From  the  fame  habitual  apathy 
the  merchants  of  Albany  relinquifh  the  trade  in 
horfes  and  mules,  great  numbers  of  which  are 
reared  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  Connecticut 
merchants,  who  purchafe  and  export  them  with 
confiderable  profit  to  the  Antilles. 

The  building  of  fhips  cofts  in  Albany  about 
twenty-feven  dollars  and  half  per  ton.  The  fhips 
are  all  fir-built,  and  laft  about  ten  years.  Experi- 
ments have  been  made,  which  prove,  that  fhips 
built  of  dry  and  well  feafoned  timber,  laft  thirty 
years  and  upwards.  The  trade  of  Albany  grows 
daily  more  extenfive  ; and  the  number  of  fhops 
and  fhips  is  increafing  faft.  Two  new  towns, 
built  five  or  fix  years  ago,  a few  miles  above  Al- 
bany, 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  5p 

bany,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river,  fhare  in 
this  trade.  Thefe  two  towns,  which  have  rapidly 
raifed  themfelves  to  a confiderable  degree  of  im- 
portance, and  are  but  three  or  four  miles  difiant 
from  each  other,  carry  on  the  fame  trade  as  Al- 
bany with  about  twenty- five  or  thirty  veflels, 
which  belong  to  them,  draw  from  the  back  coun- 
try the  productions  of  thefe  fruitful  provinces, 
tranfmit  them  to  New  York,  take  in  return  Eu- 
ropean goods,  and  fupply  with  them  thofe  parts, 
which  were  formerly  fupplied  from  Albany.  The 
greater  diftance,  however,  and  lefs  depth  of  water, 
are  circumftances  unfavourable  to  thefe  new 
towns.  The  freight  thence  to  Albany  is  two- 
pence per  barrel  ; their  largeft  fiiips  are  only  of 
fixty  tons  burthen,  and  generally  cannot  take  on 
board  more  than  half  their  cargo,  the  remain- 
der of  which  they  receive  from  lighters,  which 
attend  them  for  that  purpofe  in  the  vicinity  of 
Albany.  Yet,  they  continue  their  trade,  encreafe 
daily,  and  will  probably  animate  Albany  to  greater 
boldnefs  and  activity.  New  City  contains  about 
fixty  or  feventy  ftores  or  fhops,  and  Troy  fifty  or 
fixty.  Thefe  new-fettled  merchants  all  profper, 
and  their  number  is  daily  encreafing.  The  mer- 
chants of  Albany,  it  is  reported,  view  this  grow- 
ing profperity  of  their  neighbours  with  an  evil 
eye,  and  confider  it  as  an  encroachment  upon 
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their  native  rights.  If  this  be  true,  the  jealouiy 
of  the  merchants  of  Albany  muft  be  the  refult  of 
their  ignorance  and  confined  views.  The  pro- 
vinces, which  contribute  their  produce  to  fupport 
this  trade,  are  yet  far  from  having  attained  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  cultivation  ; many  parts,  equally 
proper  for  that  purpofe,  are  but  little  cultivated  ; 
and  others  yet  uncleared.  Towns  will  be  built 
frill  farther  northwards  than  Troy  and  New  City  ; 
others  will  be  ereéted  even  on  the  wTeftern  fide  of 
the  river,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  greater 
number  of  fettlements  and  encreafed  population, 
will  augment  the  produce  and  wants,  and  every 
town,  whether  ancient  or  new,  experience  an  in- 
creafe  of  bufmefs  beyond  w hat  it  will  be  able, 
to  do. 

Albany  contains  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  two 
thoufand  of  whom  are  flaves,  as  the  laws  of  the. 
State,  of  New  York  permit  flavery.  The  old 
houfes  are  built  in  the  Dutch  ftyle,  wdth  the 
gable-end  to  the  ffreet  ; the  pyramidal  part  rifing 
in  xleps,  and  terminating  in  a chimney  decorated 
with  figures,  or  in  fome  iron  puppets.  All  the 
buildings,  wTich  have  been  ereéted  wdthin  thefe, 
laft  ten  years,  are  confcruéted  of  bricks  in  the 
Englifu  ftyle,  wdde  and  large. 

The  revenue  of  the  city  amounts  to  about 
thirty-five  thoufand  dollars  a year.  It  pofTeffes  a 

great 
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great  quantity  of  land  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, and  alfo  fells  the  quays  on  the  river  at  two 
dollars  and  half  per  foot,  and  a ground-rent  of 
one  fhilling,  which  is  irredeemable.  This  re- 
venue is  partly  owing  to  the  economy  of  the  ad- 
miniftrators,  who  have  hitherto  endeavoured  ra- 
ther to  enrich  the  city  than  to  embellifn  it,  and 
render  it  more  convenient.  The  fenate  is,  at 
prefent,  compofed  of  young  men,  who  promife 
to  take  care  of  thefe  articles.  But,  from  the 
ignorance,  apathy,  and  antiquated  ideas,  which 
prevail  in  this  city,  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended, 
left  the  refults  of  their  exertions  fhould  prove 
but  very  trifling  for  a long  time  to  çome.  I al- 
most incline  to  think,  that  young  people  here  are 
old  born. 

A bank,  which  was  inftituted  here  four  years 
ago,  promotes  the  trade  of  Albany  ; it  confifts  of 
fix  hundred  fhàres  of  four  hundred  dollars  each, 
only  half  of  which  have  hitherto  been  paid.  The 
yearly  dividend  is  nine  per  cent,  befides  what  is 
deducted  for  the  expence  of  the  building  in  which 
the  bank  is  kept. 

There  is  in  Albany  a Dutch  Lutheran  church 
of  a Gothic  and  very  peculiar  conftruâion  ; the 
Epifcopalians,  Prefbyterians,  German  Proteftants, 
and  Methodifts,  poflefs  alfo  churches  in  this  town. 

The  price  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
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is  from  fixty-three  to  feventy-five  dollars  per  acre. 
Some  lands  near  the  riter  are  ftill  dearer.  Thefe 
are  remarkably  good  ; but  thofe,  which  are  fituated 
more  backwards,  are  but  of  a middling  quality. 
Agriculture  is  not  attended  to  with  peculiar  care; 
the  farms  lie  half  in  grafs  and  half  in  corn.  No 
country  had  ever  ftronger  incitements  to  perfeCi 
its  agriculture  and  induftry  ; for  none  was  ever 
furnifhed  with  outlets  more  fafe  and  lefs  expen-* 
five. 

Some  manufactories  have  been  eftablifiied  at 
a fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  among  which  is 
a glafs-houfe,  in  which  both  window  glafs  and 
bottles  are  made.  The  former  is  pretty  fmooth, 
and  the  manufactory  is  carried  on  with  much  ac- 
tivity. Mr.  Caldhowell  poifefles  alfo  near  the 
town  extenfive  works,  where  tobacco,  mufbrd, 
ftarch,  and  cocoa-mills,  are  turned  by  water,  and 
even  every  acçeffory  labour  is  performed  by  the 
aid  of  water  machinery*.  The  tobacco-mill  is 
the  moft  important  part  of  thefe  works  ; about, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  are  yearly 

* Thefe  valuable  works,  which  are  decidedly  fuperior  to 
any  of  the  kind  in  America,  are  fituated  one  mile  north  of 
the  city,  in  the  fuburbs.  The  ingenious  proprietor,  whofe 
true  name  is  James  Caldwell,  has  obtained  a patent  for 
the  invention  of  the  water  machinery,  which  is  truly  ad** 
mirab  1 e . — -T ranjlator ? 
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manufactured.  Laft  fummer  (July  1 a com- 
plete fet  of  fimilar  works  having  been  confumed 
by  fire,  Mr.  Caldwell’s  friends  immediately  open- 
ed a loan  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  at  the  bank, 
and  the  legiflative  body  of  New  York  refolved 
alfo  laft  feffion  to  affift  him  with  a firm  of  the 
fame  amount.  I am  to  add  in  honour  of  Mr. 
Caldwell,  with  whom  I am  not  acquainted,  that 
nearly  all  the  labouring  people  in  the  city,  in 
confequençe  of  this  unfortunate  accident,  fub- 
fcribed  feveral  days’  labour,  as  a voluntary  con- 
tribution to  the  re-conftruciion  of  thefe  works, 
which  are  truly  grand  and  beautiful.  They  give 
employment  and  fubfiftence  to  fifty  perfons,  feme 
of  whom  receive  one  hundred  dollars  a year  ; 
children,  nine  years  old,  can  earn  from  fix  flail- 
lings  to  one  dollar  a week.  Tan-yards,  corn,  oil* 
paper,;  and  fulling-mills,  have  alfo  been  ereCied 
in  the  furrounding  country  ; and  labourers  are 
found  in  abundance.  The,  wages  of  common 
day-labourers  amount  to  four  fhillings  and  fix- 
pence  a day,  and  to  feven  fhillings  in  harvefL 
Hofpitality  to  ftrangers  fee  ms  not  to  be  a pro- 
minent feature  in  the  character  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Albany;  the  few,  with  whom  we  got  acquaint- 
ed, looked  extremely  dull  and  melancholy.  They 
live  retired  in  their  houfes  with  their  waves,  who 
fpmetimes  are  pretty,  but  rather  aukward  in  their 

manners  ; 
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manners;  and  with  whom  their  hufbands  fcarcély 
exchange  thirty  words  a day,  although  they  never 
addrefs  them  but  with  the  introductory  appella- 
tion of  “ my  love  y Exceptions,  undoubtedly* 
exiR  in  regard  to  the  charms  of  the  ladies,  as 
well  as  to  the  conduét  and  coilverfation  of  the 
hufbands  ; but,  it  is  afferted,  they  are  very  few. 

The  Schuylers  and  Renffelaers  are  the  moffc 
refpedtable  families  in  point  of  wealth  and  in- 
tereft  : having  intermarried  with  each  other,  their 
influence  is  altogether  irrefifiible  in  the  county. 
The  Schuylers  ,are  endowed  with  more  talents 
and  knowledge  ; but  the  Renffelaers  poffefs  more 
riches  ; and  money  is  a powerful  fpring  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  a Rate.  General  Schuyler  bears  the 
character  of  a man  of  much  acutenefs,  and  un- 
common abilities.  He  is  frequently  employed 
in  Rate  affairs  ; and  it  is  his  earneR  wifh,  to  pro- 
mote and  raife  the  navigation,  induRry,  and  pro- 
fperity  of  his  country.  He  is  father-in-law  to 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Hamilton.  General  Schuyler, 
who  generally  accommodates  his  daughters  with 
rich  hufbands,  gave  one  of  them  in  marriage,  five 
years  ago,  to  that  famous  orator,  from  refpect  for 
his  talents,  though  he  was  poor.  I ihould  not 
omit  obferving,  that  I fpeak  of  General  Schuyler 
without  having  ever  feen  him,  During  my  refi- 
dence  in  Albany  he  had  gone  to  affift  at  the  né- 
gociation 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  Ô5 

gociation  with  the  Indians  ; I merely  know  him 
from  his  correfponclence  with  me,  which  is  highly 
polite  and  elegant.  The  General  ranks  among 
the  moft  confiderable  men  in  the  United  States. 

{ : V;/ 1 ' it;?*!  '•  : ,fs;  y 

SARATOGA. 

I have  feen  John  Schuyler,,  the  eldeft  fon 
of  the  General  ; for  a few  minutes  I had  already 
converfed  with  him  at  Skenedlady,  and  was  now 
with  him  at  Saratoga.  The  journey  to  this  place 
was  extremely  painful,  on  account  of  the  fcorch» 
ing  heat,  but  Saratoga  is  a townfhip  of  too  great 
importance  to  be  palled  by  unobferved.  If  you 
love  the  Englifh,  are  fond  of  converfmg  with 
them/and  live  with  them  on  terms  of  familiarity 
and  friendfhip,  it  is  no  bad  thing,  if  occafionally 
you  can  fay  to  them,  “ I have feen  Saratoga .” 
Yes,  I have  feen  this  truly  memorable  place, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  the  fpot,  where  the  in* 
dependence  of  America  was  fealed  ; for  the  events, 
which  induced  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  that 
independence,  were  obvioufly  confequences  of  the 
capture  of  General  Burgoyne,  and  would  in  all 
probability  never  have  happened  without  it.  The 
dwelling- houfe  of  John  Schuyler  Hands  exactly 
on  the  fpot,  where  this  important  occurrence 
took  place.  Fifh-creek,  which  flows  clofe  to 
the  houfe,  formed  the  line  of  defence  of  the  camp 
Vol.  II.  F of 
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of  the  Englifh  General,  which  was  formed  on 
an  eminence,  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  dwell- 
ing. The  Englifh  camp  was  alfo  entirely  fur- 
rounded  with  a mound  of  earth,  to  ftrengthen  its 
defence.  In  the  rear  of  the  camp  the  German 
troops  were  polled  by  divifions  on  a commanding 
height,  communicating  with  the  eminence  on 
which  General  Burgoyne  was  encamped.  The 
right  wing  of  the  German  corps  had  a communi- 
cation with  the  left  wing  of  the  Englifh,  and  the 
left  extended  towards  the  river.  General  Gates 
was  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  creek,  at 
the  diftance  of  an  eighth  of  a mile  from  General 
Burgoyne  ; his  right  wing  ftretched  towards  the 
plain  ; but  he  endeavoured  to  fhelter  his  troops, 
as  much  as  poffible,  from  the.  enemy^s  fire,  until 
he  refolved  to  form  the  attack.  General  Nelson, 
at  the  head  of  the  American  militia,  occupied  the 
heights  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Englifh, 
while  other  American  corps  obferved  the  move- 
ments of  the  right  wing.  In  this  pofition.  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  furrendered  his  army  ; his  pro- 
vifion  was  nearly  confirmed,  but  he  was  amply 
iupplied  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  The 
fpot  remains  exaélly,  as  it  then  was,  excepting 
the  foie  circumftance,  that  the  bufhes,  which 
were  cut  down  in  front  of  the  two  armies,  are 

fince 


THE  UNITED  STATES/ CANADA,  8rc.  6? 

fmce  grown  up  again.  Not  the  leaft  alteration 
lias  taken  place  fmce  that  time  ; the  entrench- 
ments ftill  exift  ; nay,  the  foot-path  is  ftill  feen, 
on  which  the  adjutant  of  General  Gates  proceeded 
to  the  Englifh  General  with  the  ultimatum  of  the 
American  commander  ; the  fpot,  on  which  the 
council  of  war  was  held  by  the  Englifh  officers, 
remains  unaltered.  You  fee  the  way,  by  which 
the  Englifh  column,  after  it  had  been  joined  by 
the  Germans,  filed  off  by  the  left  to  lay  down 
their  arms  within  an  ancient  fort,  which  was  con- 
ftrudted  in  the  war  under  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann; 
you  fee  the  place,  where  this  unfortunate  army- 
was  neceffitated  to  ford  the  creek,  in  order  to 
reach  the  road  to  Albany,  and  to  march  along 
the  front  of  the  American  army  ; you  fee  the  fpot, 
where  General  Burgoyne  furrendered  up  his  fword 
to  General  Gates  ; where  the  man,  who  two 
months  before  had  threatened  all  the  rebels,  their 
parents,  their  wives,  and  their 'children  with  pil- 
lage, facking,  firing,  and  fcalping,  if  they  did  not 
join  the  Englifh  banners,  was  compelled  to  bend 
Britifh  pride  under  the  yoke  of  thefe  rebels,  and 
where  he  underwent  the  twofold  humiliation,  as 
a minifterial  agent  of  the  Englifh  government,  to 
fubmit  to  the  dictates  of  revolted  fubjeéts,  and 
as  commanding  general  of  difciplined  regular 
troops,  to  furrender  up  his  army  to  a multitude 
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of  half-armed  and  half-clothed  peafants.  To  fuft 
tain  fo  fevere  a misfortune,  and  not  to  die  with 
defpair,  exceeds  not,  it  fee-ms,  therefore,  the 
ftrength  of  man.  This  memorable  fpot  lies  in  a 
corner  of  the  court-yard  of  John  Schuyler  ; he 
was  then  a youth,  twxlve  years  old,  and  placed 
on  an  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  flood  Ge- 
neral Gates,  and  near  which  the  American  army 
was  drawn  up,  to  fee  their  difarmed  enemies  pafs 
by.  His  eftate  includes  all  the  trad:  of  ground, 
on  which  both  armies  -were  encamped,  and  he 
knows,  as  it  were,  their  every  ftep.  How  happy 
muft  an  American  feel  in  the  pofleffion  of  fuch 
property,  if  his  bofom  be  anywife  fufceptible  of 
warm  feelings  ! It  is  a matter  of  aftonifhment, 
that  neither  Congrefs  nor  the  Legillature  of  New 
York  fhould  have  ere  fled  a monument  on  this 
fpot,  reciting  in  plain  terms  this  glorious  event, 
and  thus  calling  it  to  the  recolleftion  of  all,  who 
fhould  pafs  this  Way,  to  keep  alive  the  fentiments 
of  intrepidity  and  courage,  and  the  fenfe  of  glory, 
which  for  the  benefit  of  America  fhould  long  be 
handed  down  among  Americans  from  generation, 
to  generation.  The  Englifh  would  not  have  fuf- 
fered  a fimiiar  occafion  to  pafs  unimproved.  John 
Schuyler  at  le  aft  fhould  have  relieved  the  mo 
defty  of  government,  were  it  only  by  marking  the 
fpot  with  a plain,  Ample  ftone,  which  no  Ame- 
rican 
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rican  would  behold  but  with  thofe  brave  and  glo 
rious  feelings,  which  might  be  turned  to  the 
greateft  advantage  to  the  ftate. 

John  Schuyler  poffeffes  an  eftate  of  about  fif- 
teen hundred  acres,  five  hundred  of  which  are 
completely  cleared  of  wood.  The  land  near  the 
river  is  excellent,  and  coils  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
eight  dollars  the  acre  ; the  price  of  that,  which 
lies  more  remote,  is  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars. 
The  produce  confiils  in  grain,  chiefly  Indian  corn. 
He  poffeffes  one  corn -mill  and  two  faw- mills 
which  are  turned  by  the  ilream  of  the  creek. 
In  this  creek,  which  is  very  wide,  and  contains 
plenty  of  water,  are  feveral  falls,  lying  behind  one 
another,  which  might  turn  works  of  any  extent. 
John  Schuyler  makes  more  hay,  than  is  neceffary 
lor  the  ufe  of  his  farm  ; but  by  a calculation, 
founded  on  indolence  rather  than  mature  deli- 
beration, it  appears  to  him  more  profitable  to  fell 
the  hay,  than  to  fatten  cattle.  Although  poffeffed 
of  three  mills  and  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land, 
yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  his  quota  of  taxes, 
poor  and  county-rates,  exceeds  not  thirty-five 
dollars  a-year.  The  county-rates  comprifes  this 
year  the  expence  for  building  a court- houfe  and 
a jail.  1 cite  this  inftanee,  as  it  may  ferve*  to 
enable  a perlon  to  form  a judgment  on  ’ the 
amount  of  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  New  York, . of 
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which  I fhall,  no  doubt,  find  an  opportunity  of 

Jpeaking  more  fully. 

John  Schuyler  received  me  in  a manner  ex- 
tremely hofpitable  and  polite.  He  is  a young 
man  of  good  fenfe,  and  mild,  amiable  manners, 
conftantly  engaged  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs,  which,  we  underftood,  he  conducts  with 
prudence  and  punctuality.  He  is  married  to  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Renffelaer,  who  paffes  all  her 
time  at  their  own  houfe,  which  is  a very  hand- 
fome  manfion,  but  without  any  neighbours.  She 
fees  no  company,  but  her  relations,  who  now  and 
then  pay  her  à vifit.  Her  hufband,  on  whom  the 
doats,  is  frequently  abfent  ; fbe  complains  with 
much  meeknefs  of  this  folitary  life,  yet  bears  it, 
occupied  with  her  children  and  the  management 
of  her  houfehold.  She  is  charitable,  good,  and 
univerfally  refpefted. 

Labourers  may  be  procured  here  in  great  abun- 
dance ; their  wages  are  three  ihillings  a day,  ii 
they  be  wanted  ; but  the  ufual  daily  labour  is 
performed  by  negroes,  who  are  very  numerous,  fo 
that  there  is  fcarcely  a houfe  without  one  or  two 
of  them  ; John  Schuyler  keeps  feven.  The  ne- 
groes, it  is  generally  afferted,  enjoy  more  happi- 
nefs,  as  flaves,  than  if  they  were  free.  This 
might  be  the  cafe,  if  liberty  were  bellowed  on 
them,  without  their  knowing  wrhat  to  do  with  it. 

But 
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But  upon  the  whole*  fuch  maxims  of  morality 
fail  with  an  ill-grace  from  the  lips  of  a free , 
people.  The  negroes*  it  is  true,  are  kindly  ufed 
in  the  Hate  of  New  York;  but  it  is  alfo  true, 
that*  the  convenience  of  having  them  conftantly 
at  hand  for  any  work  fet  apart*  the  labour  of  white 
people  is  Ids  expenfive*  than  that  of  negroes.  To 
keep  Haves  is*  therefore*  a bad  fyftem*  even  in 
this  point  of  view. 

When  I took  leave  of  young  Schuyler*  he  was 
indifpofed  with  the  fever.  Having  made  the 
fame  tour  as  we*  he  became  an  additional  vidtim 
to  the  contagious  air*  breathed  in  the  peftilential 
country*  which  we  have  traverfed.  I learned 
afterwards  at  Bofton*  with  the  utmofi:  concern, 
that  he  is  fmce  dead.  The  youngeft  brother  of 
Mr.  Renffelaer  was  alfo  feized  with  a fit  of  the 
fever*  as  well  as  another  inhabitant  of  Albany* 
who  travelled  in  our  company.  All  the  people, 
who  were  on  board  our  veflel*  are  fick,  and  one 
of  them  is  dead.  We  have*  therefore*  but  little 
reafon  to  extol  the  comforts  of  a tour  on  Wood- 
creek 

The  banks  of  the  northern  branch  of  the  Hud- 
fon*  from  Saratoga  to  Albany,  have  been  long 
fettled*  and  the  country*  lying  more  backwards* 
is  alfo  confiderably  peopled  from  five  to  thirty 
miles  from  the  fiiore.  Connedticut  and  all  New 
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England  people  thefe  fettlements.  The  land,  to 
ipeak  of  it  in  general,  is  good,  and  eftates  of 
five  hundred  acres  of  cultivated  land  are  not  rare 
along  the  river.  I have  feen  many  of  this  fort; 
the  farms  were  chiefly  defigned  for  the  rearing 
and  fattening  of  cattle  ; they  are  managed  but 
very  indifferently  ; the  land  received  little  or  no 
dung,  and  was  ploughed  only  three  or  four  inches 
deep.  Eftates  generally  confift  here  of  two  hun- 
dred acres.  The  whole  of  the  banks  of  the  norths 
ern  branch  of  the  river  is  truly  pleafant;  the  moun- 
tains, which  bound  the  ftream,  without  contract- 
ing its  channel,  are  almoft  throughout  covered 
with  luxuriant  corn-fields.  It  was  through  thefe 
narrow  paifes,  that  General  Burgoyne  proceeded 
to  Albany,  where  he  hoped  to  be  joined  by  Ge- 
neral Clinton  ; this  is  the  only  road  which  leads 
thither.  Here  he  encountered  General  Gates, 
who,  after  he  had  been  defeated  and  fuftained  a 
confiderable  lofs,  retreated  into  the  camp  at  Sara- 
toga, leaving  behind  his  whole  train  of  heavy 
ordnance.  I have  feen  the  field  of  battle,  where 
this  important  adion  took  place,  and  viewed  the 
height,  where  Brigadier- General  Fraser  made 
fo  many  gallant  attempts  to  break  in  upon  the 
Americans  ; I have  feen  the  hillock,  under  which 
he  is  buried.  The  inhabitants  ftiow  with  conici- 
ous  pride  every  corner  of  this  diftrid,  and  you 
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difcern  in  their  countenance,  that  their  ancient 
energy  and  vigour  would  eafily  be  raifed  by  any 
preffing  emergency.  This  aétion  happened  at 
Stillwater.  It  was  here  Burgoyne  refolved  upon 
his  decifive  retreat.  But  under  the  appellation 
of  Stillwater,  as  under  that  of  Saratoga,  a large 
extent  of  country  is  comprifed.  The  townfhip 
of  S till  water  is  twenty,  and  that  of  Saratoga  thirty  - 
one  miles  in  length,  and  yet  every  point  of  thefe 
townfhips  is  called  Stillwater  and  Saratoga. 

I have  omitted  to  ftaie,  that  the  county  of  Sa- 
ratoga contains  many  natural  curiolities,  among 
which  are  cryftallizations  of  peculiar  beauty,  and 
two  medicinal  fprings,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Ball  town  and  Saratoga  fprings.  Both  are  in  great 
repute,  efpecially  the  medicinal  waters  of  Ball 
town,  where  the  accommodations  in  point  of 
lodging  and  other  conveniencies  far  exceed  thofe 
of  Saratoga.  The  fprings  are  both  impregnated 
with  fixed  air y and,  in  the  opinion  of  fome  per- 
forms, communicate  with  each  other.  The  Sa- 
ratoga waters,  as  is  afferted,  are  ftronger  than  the 
Ball  town  fprings. 

I muft  notpafs  over  in  filcnce  Juftice  Thomp- 
son, who  rendes  at  Stillwater.  We  met  with 
his  eldeft  fon,  who  intends  to  become  a furveyor, 
and  made  the  laft  paflage  with  Mr.  Vanallen,  on 
board  the  veflels  in  which  we  returned  from  Of- 
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wego,  and  travelled  in  his  company.  I had  pro- 
mifed  him  not  to  pafs  his  houfe,  without  paying 
him  a Ihort  vifit  ; I fulfilled  this  promife,  and 
was  invited  by  the  family  in  fo  plain  and  frank  a 
manner  to  flop  for  the  night,  that  I could  not 
give  a denial.  The  family  are  good,  plain,  and 
genteel  people,  of  mild,  pure,  and  uncorrupted 
manners  ; a refidence  with  them  is  extremely 
pleaiant.  Juflice  Thompfon  poffeffes  a great 
quantity  of  land  in  different  parts  of  the  Hate  of 
New  York,  which  for  the  mofl  part  is  yet  un- 
cleared. He  inhabits  an  eflate  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
are  under  cultivation  ; he  rears  a great  many 
cattle,  efpecially  mules,  which,  when  two  years 
old,  he  fells  to  Connecticut  traders  for  fifty  or 
fixty  dollars  a head.  He  alfo  rears  many  horfes, 
and  carries  on  with  them  a trade  of  tolerable  im- 
portance, which  the  Albany  merchants  have  not 
yet  learned  to  improve.  In  thefe  parts,  it  is  af- 
ferted,  two  thoufand  mules  are  yearly  fold.  I 
have  this  information  from  ’Squire  Poll,  an  opu- 
lent farmer,  for  the  exa&nefs  of  which,  however, 
I cannot  pledge  myfelf  ; for  there  are  not  four 
perfons  in  this  county,  able  to  draw  up  accounts 
and  eftimates  of  the  general  produce  and  fup™ 
plies  of  a diflrid.  Good  wifhes  for  the  fuccefs 
of  the  French,  a deteflation  of  their  crimes,  and 

decided 
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decided  hatred  againfl  the  Englifh,  form  here  the 
univerfal  fentiments,  as  they  do  in  general  through- 
out the  United  States. 

The  land  near  the  river  is  good,  and  yields, 
however  badly  it  is  cultivated,  from  twenty  to 
thirty  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre.  The  price  of 
land  is  from  fifty  to  feventy-five  dollars  an  acre. 
I am  now  travelling  here  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Auguft,  and  yet  little  hay  has  been  houfed,  for 
which  reafon  it  is  moflly  as  hard  as  wood. 

On  my  journey  to  Saratoga  I had  paffed  the 
new  bridge,  conflruéted  acrofs  the  Mohawk-river. 
This  bridge  is  ereéled  on  the  fpot,  where  the  Co- 
hoez-falls  appear  to  the  greatefl  advantage.-*  But 
the  river  contains  not  at  prefent  fufficient  water 
to  fupport  the  falls.  In  many  places  the  rocks 
are  quite  dry  ; but  in  others  they  afford  a fine 
profpeél.  The  perpendicular  height  of  the  falls 
may  amount  to  about  fifty  feet,  and  the  river  is 
about  an  eighth  of  a mile  in  width.  But  upon 
the  whole,  the  view  is  not  flrikingly  wild,  roman- 
tic, or  pleafant,  though  the  falls  are  much  cele- 
brated throughout  America.  The  bridge  is  con- 
flruéted  of  timber,  and  refis  on  flone  pillars,  about 

* The  Cohoez-falls,.  which  the  author  mifnames  Xohos- 
fall,  appear  moft  romantically  from  Lanfinburgh-hill,  five 
miles  eaft  of  them,  although  theylikewife  offer  a good  prof- 
pe£t,  when  viewed  from  this  bridge. — Tranjlator. 
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twènty-five  or  thirty  feet  diflant  from  each  other* 
The  mafonry  is  not  remarkable  for  folidity  or 
neatnefs  ; but  the  carpenters’  - work  is  exceedingly 
well  done.* 

On  my  return  from  Saratoga  I croffed  the 
northern  branch  of  the  Mohawk-river  by  Half- 
moon,  to  fee  the  two  new  towns,  New  City 
and  Troy,  which,  as  has  already  been  obferved, 
were  built  a few  years  ago,  and  are  already  car- 
rying on  a confiderable  trade.  The  houfes  are 
very  neat  and  numerous  ; almoft  every  houfe  con- 
tains a lhop  ; the  inns  are  excellent  ; veffels  are 
moored  near  all  the  keys  ; tan-yards,  potafh- 
works,  rope-walks,  and  mills,  are  either  already 
in  full  work,  or  building.  The  fight  of  this  acti- 
vity is  truly  charming.  A Mr.  Taylor,  who 
poffeffes  about  one  hundred  acres  near  Ponftenkil- 
creek,  has  ereéled  here  two  grift-mills,  two  faw- 
mills,  and  one  paper-mill.  He  does  bufmefs,  it 
is  faid,  with  New  York  by  water.  The  place  is 
finely  fituatcd,  well  diftributed,  and  may,  if  ma- 
naged with  fkill  and  prudence,  become  very  pro- 
fitable. We  were  told,  that  the  proprietor  in- 
tends to  fell  it  ; and  this  is  one  of  the  places  which 
I would  buy  in  preference  to  all  others,  if  I had 

* The  bridge  is  eleven  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four 
feet  wide,  refts  on  thirteen  piers,  and  was  erefled  in  1794, 
it  the  expence  of  twelve  thoufand  dollars.— Tranjlator, 
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any  idea  of  fettling  in  America,  and  had  where- 
withal to  pay  for  it.  There  are  a variety  of  things, 
with  which  a man  may  occupy  himfelf  every  day, 
nay  every  moment  of  the  day,  with  benefit  to 
himfelf  and  the  country  at  large. 

The  land  between  Saratoga  and  Albany  is  upon 
the  w hole  fandy  ; efpecialfy  the  hills  about  Sara- 
toga confift  of  an  indurated  fand.  The  ferny 
matter,  on  which  lies  the  ftratum  of  fand,  is  flate 
of  a dark  colour,  and  coarfe  grain,  with  veins  of 
white  quartz.  On  fragments  of  this  flate  impref- 
fions  are  found  of  a peculiar  and  very  curious  ap- 
pearance. In  the  vicinity  of  the  medicinal  fprings 
of  Balltown  and  Saratoga  are  feveral  veins  of 
lime-ftone.  Ferruginous  and  cupreous  pyrites  are 
alfo  found  in  the  neighbourhood  ; mines  of  theft 
minerals,  it  is  afterted,  exift  in  the  environs,  but 
they  are  yet  negledted,  as  in  faft  are  nearly  all 
the  mines  in  the  United  States.  You  meet  with 
few  or  no  rocks,  until  you  reach  the  Cohoez- falls. 
The  rocks,  which  form  this  cataradl,  confift  of  an 
argillaceous  fchiftus,  fome  of  which  may  eafily  be 
reduced  to  powder,  while  other  parts  are  harder, 
have  a conchoidal  fradture,  and  refemble  bafalt. 
Near  the  falls  are  fevèral  veins  of  feldtfpar  of  a 
reddilh  colour. 

Between  thefe  falls  and  Albany,  the  foil  of  the 
mountains  confift  of  indurated  clay  ; the  ftones, 

which 
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which  are  found  there,  are  a fpecies  of  fiate.  In 
the  intervening  fpace  between  the  mountains  and 
the  prefent  bed  of  the  river  was  an  uninterrupted 
chain  of  fmall  fand-hills,  rifmg  on  both  fides  of 
the  river,  nearly  at  equal  diflances  from  the  lhore, 
and  which  undoubtedly  are  the  remains  of  the 
ancient  bed  of  the  river,  after  it  had  formed  the 
prefent  channel. 

In  the  townfhip  of  Saratoga  you  find  the  lafi: 
plane-trees,  acacias  and  white  cedars,  for  thefe 
trees  do  not  grow  more  northwards.  The  red  ce- 
dar, Virginia  cedar,  and  poplar  of  Carolina,  you 
firft  meet  with  at  the  cataradts  of  the  Mohawk- 
river.  Several  miles  around  the  medicinal  fprings 
of  Balltowri  and  Saratoga  you  find  only  white 
pines,  fmall  fickly  oak-trees,  and  fern. 

. 

THE  TREATY  OF  COMMERCE. 

Since  we  left  the  Englifh  dominions,  and  have 
reached  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  we 
have  found,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  con- 
cluded between  Great  Britain  and  America,  forms 
the  umverfal  topic  of  converfation,  and  the  prin- 
cipal fubject  of  difcuffion  in  the  newfpapers.  I 
fhall  not  prefume  to  decide,  whether  the  majo- 
rity of  the  inhabitants  be  for  or  agaitift  it  ; but 
this  1 know,  that  the  number  of  non-contents  is 
lufficiently  confiderable,  to  render  the  friends  of 

peace 
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peace  uneafy  on  this  fubjeét.  I am  not  yet  ac- 
quainted with  America  in  a fufficient  degree,  nor 
have  I yet  fludied  this  treaty  with  the  neceffary 
attention,  to  form  a correct  judgment  on  its  ad- 
vantages, and  probable  refults.  Yet  I fhall  record 
in  thisjournal  the  impreffion,  which  it  made  upon 
me  at  firft  view,  were  it  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
reviewing  my  opinion  again,  when  time  fhall  have 
decided  on  its  merits. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  extremely  prejudicial  to 
America  ; the  mutual  relations  of  the  contract- 
ing parties  are  not  perfectly  poifed,  and  the  com- 
mercial interefi  of  the  United  States  is  in  many 
refpeéts  injured.  More  ancient  treaties  with 
France  are  clearly  violated  by  this  treaty  ; and  it 
evidently  clafhes  with  the  repeated  profeffions  of 
friendfhip,  which  America  has  fo  loudly  and  re- 
peatedly made  to  France,  even  under  the  fan- 
guinary  reign  of  Robefpierre.  America  cannot 
but  be  aware  of  the  unfavourable  fentiments,  nay 
hatred  and  ill-will,  which  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment entertains  toward  the  Union.  Thefe  fen- 
timents will  remain  unalterably  the  fame,  as  long 
as  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  miniflry  fhall  be 
unchanged.  England  will  ever  confider  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  as  revolted  fub- 
jeCts,  who  muft  be  punifhed  for  their  indepen- 
dence, if  they  cannot  again  be  fubjeCted  to  the 

Englifh 
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Englifh  yoke  ; and  though  Great  Britain  conde^ 
fcends  at  prefent  to  enter  into  temporary  négo- 
ciations with  America,  it  is  becaufe  her  prefent 
fituation  allows  her  not  to  wage  war  againft  the 
Union,  and  becaufe  file  hopes  to  derive  fignal  ad- 
vantages from  a treaty,  which  cannot  but  confi- 
derably  encreafe  the  fale  of  her  manufactures,  dif- 
pleafe  France,  alienate  her  from  America,  and 
injure  her  trade.  She  hopes,  by  means  of  this 
rupture,  to  render  America  dependent  on  the  Eng- 
lifh government,  and  in  this  ftate  of  dependence 
to  force  her  to  conclude  another  alliance  ; a de- 
fign,  perfectly  anfwering  the  fentiments,  which 
Great  Britain  has  conftantly  manifefted  fmee  the 
peace  of  1783.  The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations 
is  obvious  to  all,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s,  and  muff  be 
more  ftrikingly  fo  to  him,  who  has  lived,  for  any 
length  of  time,  with  the  Britifh  agents  in  Ame- 
rica, who  take  not  even  the  trouble  of  concealing 
it.  To  conclude  a treaty  of  amity  on  Inch  a foun- 
dation, is  to  deceive  America  t as  it  clearly  pre- 
fumes, that  file  muft  break  off  all  her  former  con- 
nectons with  France,  her  true  and  natural  ally,* 

who, 

* The  tranflator  was  lately  allured  by  an  American  gen- 
tleman, acquainted  with  the  author,  that  it  is  his  moll  anxi- 
ous with,  to  make  his  peace  with  the  Dire&ory.  It  is,  no 
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who,  as  focn  as  file  fhall  have  obtained  a regular, 
fettled  government  (at  prefent  the  obvious  aim 
of  the  generality  of  the  French  people),  will  be- 
come more  powerful  than  ever.  Should  it  be 
America’s  fecret  intention,  to  break  off  the  former 
connexion  with  France  on  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity,  fuch  a defign  would  not  only  be  the 
refult  of  an  erroneous,  miftaken  policy,  but  would 
alfo  prove  a breach  of  the  principles  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  which,  however  they  may  be  defpifed 
by  the  cabinets  of  kings,  fhould  never  be  disre- 
garded by  an  infant  people,  in  the  management 
of  public  affairs,  and  the  conclufion  of  alliances 
and  treaties.  \ 

One  of  the  greateft  pleafures,  I hoped  to  enjoy 
on  my  journey  to  Albany,  was  to  fee  Mr.  and 
Madame  de  Gouvernet,  and  to  fpend  a few 
days  with  them.  They  were  not  at  home  on  my 
arrival,  but  at  New  York,  whence,  however,  they 
were  expected  back  every  day.  As  Dupetit- 

doubt,  from  this  motive,  that  proceed  the  virulent,  unfiip- 
ported  animadversions  on  the  Britifh  cabinet,  which,  the 
tranflator  is  lorry  to  obferve,  difgrace  the  interefling  narra- 
tive of  the  Duke’s  Travels,  and  which  in  no  place  of  this 
work  betray  their  origin  in  a more  confpicuous  manner  than 
in  this  paffage,  where  he  charges  the  Englifn  government 
with  deluding  America  into  a treaty,  the  beneficial  refults 
of  which  the  foon  experienced,  when  the  faw  her  trade 
protected  by  Englilh  convoys  from  the  unprovoked  piracies 
of  her  true  and  natural  ally. — Tranjl . 
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thouars’s  ftate  of  health  rendered  it  neceflary  to 
continue  longer  in  Albany,  than  we  fhould  other» 

, wife  have  done,  we  determined  to  wait  the  return 
of  Mr.  Gouvernet,  who  at  length  arrived  on  the 
evening  of  the  day,  beyond  which  I could  not 
conveniently  defer  my  departure.  Yet  I now  re- 
folved  to  flop  twenty-four  hours  longer,  to  fpend 
them  in  their  company. 

If  you  poflefs  a corredt  idea  of  a handfome  Pa- 
rifian  lady,  wrho  with  a fine  figure  unites  all  the 
charms  of  a well-formed  mind,  and,  of  confe- 
quence,  poffeffes  ample  means  for  conqueft,  and 
then  fee  this  handfome  young  woman  on  a fmall 
eflate  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  managing  her- 
felf  the  moft  trifling  concerns  of  her  houfehold, 
with  an  air  of  fimplicity  and  ferenity,  which 
would  warrant  a belief,  that  flie  is  pleafed  with 
this  ftrange  mode  of  life  ; you  cannot  but  confix 
der  it  as  an  additional  ground,  to  praife  and  ad- 
mire the  female  character  in  general,  and  efpeci- 
ally  that  of  French  women.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
dreadful  revolution,  females  have  difplayed  more 
courage,  more  attachment  to  their  duty,  and  more 
conftancy  in  their  fentiments,  than  has  ever  been 
evinced  on  fimilar  occafions.  They  have  infpirit-  . 
ed  the  courage  of  their  hufbands,  w7ho,  but  for 
their  fupport,  might  have  funk  under  their  mis- 
fortunes. They  have  foothed  their  fufferings. 
Under  the  fevereft  trials  they  have  fhewn  as  much 

of 
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of  energy  and  virtue,  as  they  difplayed  of  elegant 
and  entertaining  rhanners  in  happier  times.  Thefe 
obfervations  apply  to  a great  number  of  French 
ladies,  at  whofe  head  Hands  Madame  de  Gouver- 
ne t ; her  hufband  being  indebted  to  her  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  life,  for  his  efcape  from  France, 
and  for  what  little  money  he  has  faved.  It  is  to 
her  he  owes  his  prefent  happinefs,  and  the  for- 
titude, courage,  and  fatisfacdion  he  manifefts  in 
regard  to  a mode  of  life,  equally  foreign  to  his 
tafte  and  habits.  They  refide  five  miles  from  Al- 
bany on  a fmall  eftate,  which  they  have  pur- 
cliafed  for  fifteen  thoufand  livres  French  money. 
The  land  is  not  of  the  beft  quality,  but  it  may 
be  converted  into  very  good  meadows,  and  thus 
anfwer  their  well-conceived  project  of  rearing  and 
fattening  cattle,  and  keeping  a good  dairy,  until 
they  iliall  be  able  to  return  to  France.  They  lead 
a folitary  life,  without  any  company  but  that  of 
a young  man,  who  followed  them  on  their  emi- 
gration from  France,  who  joins  in  their  labours, 
and  fliares  in  their  fociety.  In  this  refpeét  they 
derive  but  little  benefit  from  the  vicinity  of  Al- 
bany. The  circumftance,  that  moil  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  rank  are  ignorant  of  the  very  exiftence 
of  Madame  de  Gouvernet  in  their  neighbourhood; 
and  Hill  more  the  indifference,  manifefted  by 
thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  uncommon 
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merits  of  this  diftinguifhed  couple  ; form  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  againft  the  hofpitality  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Albany. 

Some  French  families  refide  in  the  town  and 
its  vicinity  ; that  of  Mr.  Le  Coûteux — a highly 
inter  eft  ing  name — is  the  only  one,  whofe  ac- 
quaintance I wifhed  to  obtain.  They  who  are 
acquainted  with  this  family,  know  that  it  has  long 
been  diftinguifhed  for  redlitude  and  talents,  as 
well  as  for  a confummate  knowledge  and  punc- 
tuality in  commercial  tranfadliotis  ; qualities, 
which  have  been,  as  it  wrere,  hereditary  in  it. 
Mr.  Couteux  of  Albany  is,  by  the  unanimous 
teftimony  of  all,  who  have  had  any  dealings  with 
him,  worthy  of  his  name.  His  ideas,  as  well  as 
expreffions,  carry  fome  air  of  peculiarity  ; but  he 
is  good,  obliging,  honeft,  and  univerfally  refpefted. 
He  is  engaged  in  partnerfliip  with  Mr.  Quesnel, 
a merchant  of  St.  Domingo  ; this  houfe  is  again 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Olive  in  New  York, 
and  through  this,  it  is  afterted,  with  the  great  and 
refpedlable  houfe  Le  Coûteux  in*  France. 

'POTASH-WORKS. 

Potafh,  forming  a confiderable  branch  of  the 
trade  of  Albany,  as  well  as  of  other  American 
cities,  the  back  country  of  which  has  been  lately 
cleared,  I Ihall  here  infert  liich  information  as  I 

have 
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have  collected  on  the  manner  of  preparing  this 
fait,  which  is  generally  obfervêd  in  the  United 
States.  This  alcaline  fait  is  extracted  from  com- 
mon afhes,  after  they  have  been  previoufly  puri- 
fied from  all  heterogeneous  matter.  It  is-obtain- 
ed  by  folution  and  evaporation.  Targe  tubs, 
with  a double  bottom,  are  filled  with  afhes  ; the 
uppermofl  bottom,  which  contains  feveral  holes, 
is  covered  with  afhes,  about  ten  or  eleven  inches 
deep,  while  the  under  part  of  the  tub  is  filled 
with  ftraw  or  hay.  Water,  being  poured  over 
the  allies,  extraits  the  particles  of  fait,  and  dif- 
charges  all  the  heterogeneous  matter  which  it  may 
yet  contain  on  the  layer  of  hay  or  ftraw.  The 
lie  is  drawn  off  by  means  of  a cock,  and  if  it 
fhould  not  yet  have  attained  a fufficient  degree 
of  flrength,  poured  again  over  the  afhes.  The 
lie  is  deemed  fufficiently  ftrong  when  an  egg 
fwims  on  it.  This  lie  is  afterwards  boiled  in 
large  iron  cauldrons,  which  are  conftantly  filled 
out  of  other  cauldrons,  in  which  lie  is  likewife 
boiling.  If  the  lie  begin  to  thicken  in  the  caul- 
dron, no  frefh  lie  is  added,  but  the  fire  is  well 
fed  with  fuel,  until  all  the  aqueous  particles  are 
feparated,  and  the  whole  is  completely  infpiflated 
and  indurated.  This  fait  is  of  a black  colour,  and 
called  black  potajh . Some  manufacturers  leave 
the  potafh  in  this  ftate  in  the  cauldron,  and  en- 
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creafe  the  fire,  by  means  of  which  the  oil  is  dill 
engaged  from  the  fait  in  a thick  fmoke,  and  the 
black  potalli  allumes  a grey  colour,  in  w hich  Hate 
it  is  packed  up  in  barrels  for  fale. 

The  procefs  of  preparing  the  potalli  requires 
more  or  lefs  time,  according  to  the  quality  of  the 
allies  and  the  lie,  and  to  the  degree  of  ftrength 
of  the  latter  ; the  medium  time  is  twenty-four 
hours.  The  alhes  of  green- wood,  and  efpecially 
of  oak,  are  preferred.  No  potafh  can  be  prepared 
from  the  alhes  of  relinous  trees  ; and  alhes,  which 
are  five  or  fix  months  old,  are  better  than  thofe 
that  are  new. 

Some  manufacturers,  ufe  only  one  cauldron  for 
boiling,  which  they  fill  with  cold  lie,  as  it  comes 
from  the  tubs  ; and  others  put  the  fait,  as  foon  as 
it  begins  to  coagulate,  into  .{mailer  cauldrons,  to 
complete  the  cryftaliization. 

In  many  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York  efpe- 
cially in  the  north,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
the  inhabitants,  who  fell  the  wood,  prepare  the 
potafh.  But  there  are  alfo  large  manufactories, 
where  from  thirty  to  forty  tubs  are  ufed  for  pre- 
paring the  lie,  and  from  ten  to  twrelve  cauldrons 
for  its  evaporation.  The  manufacturers  buy  the 
alhes  from  private  families.  The  tubs  and  caul- 
drons are  of  different  fizes  in  proportion  to  the 
greater  or  lefs  extent  of  the  manufactory.  By 
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a general  eftimate  from  five  to  fix  hundred  bufhels 
of  allies  yield  a ton  of  potafli. 

The  barrels,  in  which  the  potafli  is  packed  up> 
muft  be  made  of  white  oak,  or  if  this  cannot  be 
had,  of  wood,  which  is  but  little  porous.  The 
ftaves  ought  to  be  far  more  durable  than  for  cafks, 
in  which  other  dry  goods  are  packed  ; the  hoops 
alfo  muft  be  more  numerous  ; for  the  leaft  fiffure 
would  expole  the  potafh  to  humidity,  to  the 
air,  and,  confequently,  to  deliquefcence  and  dif- 
folution.  Inftances  have  occurred,  when  barrels, 
badly  made  and  hooped,  and  which  had  been  fill- 
ed with  potafli,  were  foon  after  found  to  be  half 
empty. 

Pearl afli  is  potafli  purified  by  calcination.  To 
this  end  the  potafli  is  put  into  a kiln,  conftrudled 
in  an  oval  form,  of  plafter  of  Paris  ; the  infide 
of  which  being  made  otherwife  perfectly  clofe,  is 
horizontally  interfered  by  an  iron  grate,  on  which 
the  potafli  is  placed.  Under  this  grate  a fire  is 
made,  and  the  heat,  reverberated  by  the  arched 
upper  part  of  the  kiln,  compleats  the  calcination, 
and  converts  the  potafli  into  pearlafh  ; which  is 
taken  out  of  the  kiln,  and,  when  completely  cool- 
ed, packed  in  barrels.  The  procefs  of  calcination 
lafts  about  an  hour.  Pearlafh  is  proportionately 
more  heavy  than  potafli,  on  account  of  its  greater 
compa&nefs  ; and  the  lofs  of  weight,  experienced 
by  the  latter  through  the  calcination,  is  very 
G 4 trifling. 
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trifling.  Although  pearlaili  is  lefs  liable  to  delB 
quate  by  the  air  than  potaih,  yet  the  barrels,  in 
which  it  is  packed,  are  of  the  fame  fort  and  itruc-> 
ture  as  thofe  in  which  the  latter  fait  is  barrelled. 
They  are  of  different  fizes,  and  contain  from  two 
to  three  hundred  pounds.  Potafh  as  well  as  pearl  - 
afh  are  fold  by  tons  in  the  coude  of  trade  ; and  it 
is  not  lawful  to  export  either  before  it  is  duly  in~ 
ipecled  by  the  public  fearchers,  who  are  appointed 
for  this  purpofe  in  all  the  liâtes,  where  pearl  or 
potafh  is  manufactured. 

Dupetitthouars’s  firength  having  been  confi- 
derably  impaired  by  his  illnefs,  he  thought  it  prur 
dent  to  return  home.  I parted  from  him  with 
the  utrnoli  concern.  To  travel  alone  is  extremely 
unpleafant,  and  more  fo  when  you  are  indifpofed. 
I had  yefterday  a fit  of  the  ague,  which  I pre- 
fume is  the  beginning  of  a tertian  fever.  I was 
feized  with  it  at  Mr.  D.s  la  Tour  dij  Pin’s. 
But,  neverthelefs,  I will  proceed  to  Bolton,  where 
I expeCt  to  find  letters  from  Europe,  which  I 
much  defire  to  fee.  For  thefe  laft  three  months 
I have  not  heard  a word  from  any  of  my  friends 
or  relations. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  ALBANY. 

I was  by  no  means  difpleafed  at  leaving  Al- 
bany. Young  Mr  ReniTelaer  and  Mr.  Henry  are 
the  only  gentkmcn,  from  whom  I experienced 

any 
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any  civilities.  The  Albanians,  to  fpeak  generally, 
are  a fet  of  people  remarkable  neither  for  a&ivity 
nor  poiitencfs  ; they  are  the  moil  difagrèeable 
beings,  I have  hitherto  met  with,  in  the  United 
States.  In  every  other  refpeél  Albany  is  a place 
where,  with  a fmall  capital, yon  may  make  money, 
and  with  a large  capital  acquire  great  wealth. 
The  trade  of  this  place  faits  any  amount  of  pro- 
perty, and  is  attended  with  lefs  rifk  than  any 
other  fpecies  of  commerce  carried  on  in  this  part 
of  the  globe.  An  induRrious  and  enterprifing 
man  might  improve  the  trade  of  this  place  to  a 
very  confiderable  degree. 

We  experienced  here  this  day,  Friday  the  7th 
of  AuguR,  an  uncommon  heat.  My  thermo- 
meter flood  at  ninety-fix  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
or  twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Reaumur.  We 
were  told,  that  the  thermometer  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
who  is  efteemed  here  a very  accurate  meteor- 
ologift,  Rood  at  one  hundred  degrees  of  Fahren- 
heit or  thirty  two-ninths  of  Reaumur.  This  ex- 
ceffive  heat  continued  feveral  days,  and  was  not 
the  leaf:  allayed  in  the  night.* 

My  horle,  which  was  to  be  fent  after  me  by 
Captain  Williamfon,  wTas  not  yet  arrived.  I took, 
therefore,  a feat  in  the  Rage  waggon,  that  is,  a 
waggon  without  fprings,  but  covered.  You  crois 
Hudfon’s  River  on  leaving  Albany.  The  road  to 

Lebanon, 
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Lebanon,  where  we  flopped  for  the  night,  lies 
over  a mountainous  country.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  the  diftriâ  is  in  the  firft  ftage  of  fettlement. 
All  the  land,  within  an  extent  of  twenty-five 
miles,  belongs  to  Mr.  Van  Renflelaer,  Lieute- 
nant-governor, and  one  of  the  richeft  proprietors 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  perhaps  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union.  Much  of  this  land  was 
granted  to  his  anceftors  by  letters-patent,  at  the 
time  when  the  Dutch  fettlement  was  formed. 
He  has  alfo  purchafed  much  more.  A confi dat- 
able part  of  this  eftate  has  been  fold  ; but  he  fells 
none  without  referving  a ground- rent.  This 
forms,  no  doubt,  a very  pleafant  fort  of  income  ; 
but  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  of  long  du- 
ration in  this  country.  A man,  who  is  obliged 
to  pay  every  year  a ground-rent,  foon  forgets 
the  moderate  terms  on  which  he  obtained  pof- 
feftion  of  his  eftate,  feels  only  the  unpleafant 
compulfion  of  paying  money  at  a fixed  time,  and 
eagerly  feizes  upon  the  firft  opportunity  of  free- 
ing himfelf  from  this  incumbrance.  An  aged 
Quaker- woman,  who  did  not  fpeak  a word,  but 
went  no  farther  than  Philipftown,  and  a Mr. 
Mac-Elroy,  were  my  companions  in  the  ftage* 
The  latter  is  a land-holder  in  Pennfylvania,  on 
the  Delaware,  without  any  bufmefs  or  trade.  He 
arefides  on  his  eftate,  vyhen  he  is  not  travelling  for 

his 
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}iis  amufement,  and  is  unmarried.  Mis  fifter 
manages  his  houfehold.  He  poffeiles  a confider- 
able  quantity  of  land,  efpecially  on  Fifh  Creek, 
in  the  diftricft  of  Mr.  Schreiber.  He  feems  to  be 
a worthy  man,  but  is  conflantly  dull  and  morofe. 

The  fever,  which  feized  me  near  Philipftown, 
prevented  me  from  collecting  the  information, 
which  I might  have  otherwife  been  able  to  pro*" 
cure,  at  the  different  places  where  the  ftage  flop- 
ped. What  little  intelligence  I have  been  able 
to  gather  is,  that  the  medium  price  of  land  is 
here  from  five,  to  eight  dollars  an  acre.  The  laft 
place,  before  you  reach  Lebanon,  is  Stephentown, 
fituated  on  a fine  large  creek.  It  belongs  to  the 
Patron  : this  is  the  general  appellation  of  Mr. 
Renffelaer,  at  Albany,  as  well  as  in  its  environs. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  fad  and  melancholy  ; it 
is  mountainous  and  rocky,  and  bears  no  trees  but 
hemlock-fir  and  white  pine.  On  the  road  from 
Stephentown  to  Lebanon,  the  country  expands 
into  an  amphitheatre,  formed  by  numerous  moun- 
tains of  various  fize  and  fhape,  moft  of  which  lie 
in  grafs  up  to  the  very  fummits.  At  the  end  of 
a very  circuitous  journey  through  this  vale  you 
reach  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow. 

Lebanon  poffeffes  a mineral  fpring,  clofe  to 
which  ftands  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow,  on  the  decli- 
vity of  a mountain  ; moft  of  the  invalides,  who 
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drink  the  waters,  board  therefore  at  the  inn. 
From  this  point  the  profpeél  of  the  vale,  or  rather 
of  the  low  grounds,  is  moft  pleating.  À number 
of  fmall  houfes,  feattered  over  the  fields,  and  fe? 
veral  villages,  enhance  the  charms  of  this  delight- 
ful  view,  which,  on  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I 
was  too  indifpofed  to  enjoy.  1 was  obliged  to 
creep  into  my  bed,  although  it  was  fcarcely  five 
o’clock,  to  fuftain  my  fit  of  the  ague,  to  take 
an  emetic,  and  to  renounce  whatever  remarkable 
objects  this  place  itfelf,  or  its  vicinity,  may  con- 
tain. 

SHAKERS. 

In  America,  or  at  leaf!;  in  forne  States  of  the 
Union,  no  ftages  are  fuffered  to  travel  on  Sun? 
days  ; this  is  the  cafe  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Mac -Elroy  and  myfelf  fpent,  therefore* 
the  rooming  in  vifiting  the  fociety  called  Sha- 
kers, who  have  formed  a fettlement,  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  inn.  Had  I not  been  indifpofed 
the  preceding  evening,  I fliould  have  feen  them 
at  work,  and,  by  means  of  my  continual  queries, 
might  have  obtained  fome  accurate  information 
concerning  their  origin,  their  regulation,  the 
mode  of  hufbanding  and  diftributing  the  com- 
monwealth of  the  fociety,  the  manner  of  pur- 
chafing  eftates,  of  recruiting  and  preferving  the 
fociety,  and  efpecially  on  its  prefent  flate.  We 

were 
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were  now  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  view- 
ing their  villages,  the  intide  of  their  houfes,  their 
gardens,  and  their  religious  worthip,  without  any 
guide,  and  to  reft  fatisfied  with  what  intelligence 
we  could  obtain  from  our  landlord  and  another 
man,  who  faid  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  fociety. 

As  to  their  form  of  government,  the  fociety  is 
a republic,  governed  in  a delpotic  manner.  All 
the  members  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  fociety, 
wrhich  fupplies  them  in  clothes  and  victuals,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Chief  Elder,  whom  they 
cleft,  and  whofe  power  is  unlimited.  Subordi- 
nate to  him  are  infpeftors  of  all  claffes,  invefted 
with  different  degrees  of  authority.  The  ac- 
counts reach  him  in  a certain  regular  order  and 
gradation  : and  in  the  fame  manner  are  his  orders 
carried  into  effeft.  It  would  be  high  treafon  to 
addrefs  the  Chief  Elder  himfelf,  unlefs  the  ad- 
drelfer  belongs  to  a clafs  which  enjoys  this  privi- 
lege ; in  any  other  cafe  this  offence  is  feverely 
punifhed,  or  cenfured,  if  it  be  committed  by  a 
ftranger,  ignorant  of  this  law.  Marriage  is  pro- 
hibited in  this  fociety,  which  is  recruited  merely 
by  profelytes,  who  are,  however,  far  lefs  numer- 
ous at  prefent,  than  eighty  years  ago,  when  they 
firft  fettled  in  this  country.  Married  men  and 
women  are  admitted  into  the  fociety,  on  condi- 
tion 
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tion  that  they  renounce  each  other.  They  fre- 
quently bring  their  children  with  them,  who  in 
this  cafe  become  a common  property  of  the  fo- 
ciety.  It  fometimes  happens,  that,  in  fpite  of  the 
prohibition,  the  flefh  will  have  its  wiay  ; but,  in 
fuch  cafes,  a fevere,  exemplary,  and  corporal,  pu- 
nilhment  is  inflicted  on  the  offenders  ; and  this 
punifhment  is  not  mitigated,  if  they  effeCt  their 
efcape  to  join  in  lawful  wedlock,  for,  on  their 
being  apprehended,  they  are  punifhed  with  the 
fame  feverity,  as  if  they  were  not  married.  Al- 
though the  members  of  this  fociety  do  not  bind 
themfelves  by  vows,  yet,  in  clofe  adherence  to 
their  tenets,  men  and  women  live  in  feparate 
apartments,  though  in  the  fame  houfe.  The 
village  contains  four  fuch  houfes  ; all  the  other 
buildings  are  ftores  or  fhops,  in  which  all  forts 
of  trade  and  manufactures  are  carried  on.  They 
make  cloth,  gauze,  flioes,  faddles,  whips,  nails, 
cabinet-work,  in  fhort,  ever  article  which  is  fine 
to  find  a ready  market.  They  fell  their  commo- 
dities either  here  or  in  the  neighbouring  towns. 
The  women  perform  fuch  bufmefs  as  is  generally 
allotted  to  their  fex. 

This  frame  of  fociety  has  attained,  it  fhould 
feem,  a high  degree  of  perfection.  The  emula- 
tion among  the  members  is  uncommonly  great, 
and  the  fociety  poiTeffes  confiderable  property,  the 

amount; 
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amount  of  which  is*  however*  known  to  none 
but  the  Chief  Elder.  The  Shakers  are  an  honeft, 
good  natured*  fet  of  people  ; they  perform  their 
engagements  with  the  utmoft  punctuality*  are  ex- 
cellent neighbours,  faithful  workmen*  and  very 
moderate  in  their  prices.  This  is  the  whole  ftock 
of  information  which  I have  been  able  to  collect 
on  the  abfurdities  and  peculiarities  of  the  Shakers. 

In  regard  to  the  form  of  their  religious  worfliip* 
I can  fpeak  from  my  own  obfervation.  On  our 
arrival  they  wrere  already  alfembled  in  the  place 
where  they  held  their  meeting.  This  is  a hall* 
about  feventy  feet  in  length  by  forty-five  or  fifty 
in  breadth,  with  eighteen  windows*  by  which 
light  and  a free  circulation  of  air  is  procured.  At 
each  end  of  the  hall  is  a fire-place  ; benches  are 
placed  all  along  the  walls*  and  fome  on  the  right 
of  the  fire-place.  The  doors*  by  which  the  men 
and  women  enter  the  hall*  are  in  one  of  the  long 
fides.  The  infide  is  overlaid  with  plafter  of  Paris  ; 
the  ornaments  of  wood*  and  window-frames*  are 
painted  light-blue*  and  the  benches  red.  Who- 
ever could  find  room*  fat  down  ; and  the  reft,  by 
far  the  greateft  part*  were  ftanding.  The  Chief 
Elder  was  feated  nearly  in  the  centre,  on  a bench 
oppofite  the  door*  and  a place  between  the  two 
doors  was  affigned  to  our  party.  The  moft  pro- 
found filence  was  obferved,  The  men  were  dreffed 
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in  a blue  coat,  black  waiftcoat,  and  pantaloons  of 
blue  and  white  fpotted  cloth.  The  women  wore 
a long  white  gown,  a blue  petticoat,  an  apron  of 
the  fame  cloth  of  which  the  men’s  pantaloons 
were  made,  a large,  fquare,  well  plaited  handker- 
chief, and  a plain  cap,  tied  under  the  chin,  fuch 
as  the  porterefles  of  nunneries  are  accuftomed 
to  wear.  The  hair  of  the  men  is  combed  ftraight 
dowrn  ; the  hats  wrere  all  Hung  on  nails.  When  a 
man  or  woman  is  tired  of  fitting,  or  wiflies  to 
make  room  for  another  member,  they  get  up,  and 
their  feat  is  occupied  by  others.  Every  eye  is 
fixed  on  the  ground  ; every  head  is  bent  down- 
ward ; and  ftupidity  is  the  charafleriftic  feature 
of  every  face.  The  women  hold  in  their  hand 
a blue  and  white,  handkerchief,  and  they  flood  all, 
like  the  men,  with  their  arms  folded. 

The  firft  ait  of  divine  fervice  lafted  nearly  half 
an  hour  ; on  a fignal  of  the  Chief  Elder,  all  the 
members  prefent  arofe  from  their  feats  ; and  men 
and  women  formed  two  diftintfl  rows  oppofite 
to  each  other,  in  form  of  a fan,  the  central  point 
of  which  was  occupied  by  the  Chief  Elder,  ftand- 
ing  in  the  fame  place,  where  he  was  feated  be- 
fore ; the  rov/s  opened  towards  the  corners  of  the 
hall,  and  their  pofition  was  ftudied  in  fuch  a de- 
gree,  that  they  were  long  deliberating  on  the  place, 
■where  they  had  to  put  their  feet,  before  they  be- 

gan 
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gan  to  move.  After  a filence  of  feveral  minutes 
obferved  in  the  fame  pofition,  during  which  the 
hands  and  faces  of  many  of  the  members  were 
ftrongly  convulfed,  and  their  knees  and  legs  fhook 
and  trembled,  the  chief  made  another  fignal,  with- 
out which  nothing  is  done.  They  fell  all  on  their 
knees,  and  arofe  again  a few  minutes  after.  The 
Chief  Elder  now  commenced  a chaunt,  in  which 
both  the  nofe  and  throat  bore  an  equal  lhare, 
and  which  was  confined  within  the  compafs  of 
.our  deep  notes  ; no  words  could  be  diftinguilhed* 
The  whole  meeting  repeated  the  chaunt  ; and 
again  ceafed,  on  a fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder. 
After  a fhort  filence,  and  upon  another  fignal,  the 
pofition  was  changed.  Men  and  women,  who 
are  conftantly  feparate,  drew  up  in  nine  or  ten 
ranks,  facing  the  chief  elder,  by  whofe  fide  two 
or  three  men  and  as  many  women,  the  elders  of 
the  fociety,  had  taken  their  feats.  The  troop  of 
women  was  disjoined  from  that  of  the  men  by 
a fmall  interval  of  one  or  two  paces.  I have 
omitted  mentioning,  that  the  men,  previoufly  to 
their  drawing  up  in  rank  and  file,  pulled  off  their 
coats,  which  they  hung  up  by  their  hats,  and  ap- 
peared in  their  fliirt-lleeves,  tied  with  a black 
riband.  The  women  changed  not  their  drefs. 
The  Chief  Elder  commenced  another  chaunt, 
much  the  fame  as  the  former,  accompanied  by 
Vol.  It  H • the 
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the  elders,  and  the  firft  part  fung  by  the  women, 
which  rendered  it  tolerably  melodious.  This 
chaunt  was  no  fooner  begun,  than  the  whole  af* 
fembly  ftarted  into  a fort  of  dance,  made  a fpring 
and  a bow  forwards,  a fpring  and  a bow  to  the 
right,  a fpring  and  a bow  backwards,  a fpring  and 
a bow  to  the  left,  twelve  fprings  and  twelve  bows 
forwards,  and  then  began  the  fame  motions  again, 
until  the  Chief  Elder  ceafed  to  fmg,  which  is  the 
fignal  of  filence  for  the  elders,  and  of  immobility 
for  the  dancing  members.  The  courtefies  both 
of  the  men  and  women  confift  in  a genuflexion  ; 
the  head  is  bent  downwards,  the  arms  are  open, 
and  the  feet  advance  with  a fort  of  light  caper. 
The  women  make  the  fame  courtefies  as  the  men, 
but  they  glide  along  rather  than  caper.  All  thefe 
motions  are  made  to  the  tune,  with  a precifion 
and  exaXnefs,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  beft 
difciplined  regiment.  When  this  ceremony  is, 
over,  they  firft  refume  their  former  poffdon  in 
rows,  and  afterwards  their  feats  near  the  walls. 
The  Chief  Elder  at  times  utters  a few  words,  but 
they  are  unintelligible  to  a ftranger.  When  all 
thefe  different  fcenes  have  been  aXed,  two  women 
appear,  each  furniflied  with  a broom,  and  fweep 
firft  the  place  occupied  by  the  men,  who  draw 
up  in  clofe  order,  to  make  room  for  the  fweepers, 
and  then  that  occupied  by  the  women,  which 

being 
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being  done,  the  fame  courtefies,  chaunts  and  ca- 
pers recommence  again.  The  whole  fervice  lafted 
about  three  hours.  I had  armed  myfelf  with  a 
fufficient  fhare  of  patience,  to  wait  the  dole  of 
the  cermony,  in  hopes,  that  I flhould  be  able  to 
convcrfe  either  with  the  Chief  Elder,  or  another 
member  of  the  fociety  ; but  in  this  I was  difap- 
pointed.  Upon  a fignal  from  the  Chief  Elder  the 
meeting  was  broken  up  ; the  members  took  their 
hats  and  flicks,  moved  off  two  and  two  : and  the 
Chief  Elder  followed,  conducted  by  one  of  the 
Elders.  The  women,  after  having  covered  their 
flat  cap  with  a hat  equally  flat,  went  out  of  the 
hall  by  a feparate  door,  and  brought  up  the  rear, 
at  an  equal  ftep,  and  their  arms  folded. 

We  were  told,  that  they  were  going  to  dinner, 
but  could  not  learn  any  farther  particulars.  On 
Sundays  no  Arrangers  obtain  admittance  to  their 
garden  ; we  could  only  view  it  over  the  railings, 
and  found,  that  it  was  large,  beautiful,  and  kept 
in  good  order.  All  the  culinary  plants,  which 
are  not  wanted  for  their  own  confumption,  fhoot 
up  into  feed,  of  which  they  fell  confiderable 
quantities.  All  their  railings  and  doors  are  paint- 
ed with  as  much  care,  as  in  the  beft  kept  Englifli 
garden.  The  former  run  along  the  ftreets,  to  fe- 
parate  them  from  the  houfes.  Neat  little  pofts, 
painted  with  equal  care,  mark  the  foot- way.  The 
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whole  forms  the  ncateft,  prettieft,  and  moft  plea- 
fant  fight,  I ever  faw.  I repeat  it  once  more, 
that  what  little  I have  feen  of  this  fociety  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  convince  me,  that  with  the  utmoft  ab- 
furdity  in  point  of  religious  principles  and  wor- 
fhip,  the  Shakers  unite  much  order,  activity  and 
good  fenfe  in  their  bufmefs,  and  uncommon  abi- 
lities in  the  management  of  their  affairs. 

Among  the  filters  were  fome  very  handfome 
girls,  but  the  major  part  were  rather  advanced  in 
years.  The  number  of  young  men  is  compara- 
tively much  greater.  This  fociety,  which  has 
nothing  in  common  with  the  Friends  or  Qua- 
kers, was  tranfplanted,  twenty-two  years  ago, 
from  England  to  America.  The  firft  and  prin- 
cipal fettlement  was  formed  in  1774,  at  Nif- 
queunia,  in  the  Hate  of  New  York,  a few  miles 
above  Albany  ; ft nee  that  time,  one  or  two  more 
have  been  inftituted.  The  chief  leader  of  the 
fedl  is  a woman  ; the  firft  was  one  Ann  Lecoq, 
who,  it  is  reported,  had  been  kept  by  an  Englifh 
officer.  She  died  in  1 78 4,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
another,  elected  by  the  feél,  from  an  opinion, 
that,  like  her  predecefibr,  fhe  is  infallible  and  al- 
lied with  the  Deity  ; fhe  refides  in  Nifqueunia. 
The  chief  elders  are  her  deputies  and  fubftitutes 
in  the  different  fet dements. 

The  medicinal  waters  of  Lebanon  fpring  in  a 
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tolerable  quantity  behind  the  inn  of  Mr.  Stow, 
and  are  collected  in  a bafon,  fix  cubic  feet  in 
extent,  for  the  convenience  of  the  drinkers.  At 
the  extremity  of  the  bafon  (lands  a miferable  hut, 
which  contains  the  bath,  filed  by  means  of  one 
cock,  and  emptied  by  another.  About  one  hun- 
dred paces  below  the  bath,  the  fame  waters  turn 
a grill-mill  with  two  courfes.  Their  ufe  is  pre- 
ferred in  almoft  all  dillempers  ; whether  they  be 
of  any  fervice,  I know  not,  but  they  feemingly 
enjoy  lefs  celebrity,  than  the  medicinal  fprings  of 
Balltown  and  Saratoga,  and  in  point  of  tafte  dif- 
fer not  in  the  lead  from  common  water.  From 
the  great  number  of  bubbles,  that  are  conftantly 
rifing  from  the  bottom  to  the  furface,  the  Leba- 
non waters  appear  to  be  impregnated  with  fixed 
air.  Dr.  Craig,  of  Bofton,  the  proprietor  of 
this  fpring,  is  to  eredl?  next  year,  the  necelfary 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  -the  valetu- 
dinarians, who  repair  to  this  place  for  the  ufe  of 
the  waters. 

The  price  of  land  is  here,  according  to  its  va- 
riations of  quality,  from  fix  to  twenty-five  dollars 
an  acre.  Mr.  Stow?  as  well  as  his  whole  family, 
nurfed  me  with  the  utmoft  care,  during  my  ill- 
nefs. 

The  liages  being  permitted  to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
the  afternoon’s  fervice  is  over,  we  proceeded  on 

H 3 


our 


102 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


our  journey  to  Pittsfield,  which  you  generally 
reach  the  firft  day  of  your  departure  from  Albany, 
•unlefs  it  be  a Sunday.  On  the  fummit  of  Han- 
cock-mountain,  to  which  you  turn  on  leaving 
the  low  grounds,  the  boundary  of  New  York 
joins  that  of  Maflachufetts.  The  country  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountain  widens  into  a more 
open  profpedt,  although  feme  final!  eminences 
continue  yet  in  view,  which  are  cultivated  and 
adorned  with  houfes*  You  fee  Pittsfield  five  or 
fix  miles  before  you  reach  it. 

It  is  a fmall  neat  town,  built  about  twenty-five 
years  ago.  The  houfes  are  moftly  of  joiner’s 
work,  large  and  handfome  ; the  price  both  of 
land  and  labour  is  much  the  fame  as  in  Lebanon, 
but  the  currency  is  of  a different  ftandard.  A 
dollar  is  here  worth  fix  fhillings.  Pittsfield  lies 
in  the  county  of  Berkfhire,  which  contains  about 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Being  much  weakened  by  my  yefterday’s  fit 
of  the  ague,  and  expecting  another  fit  this  morn- 
ing, I lay  down  as  foon  as  I arrived.  My  reft  was 
however  interrupted  by  a love-fcene,  added  in  the 
paffage,  by  Mr.  Mac-Elroy  and  a niece  of  the 
landlord-,  a tall,  buxom  lafs  with  fine  eyes.  “ Give 
me  a kifs,  my  dear— -do,  give  me  a kifs,”  I heard 
a whole  hour  together.  1 congratulated  my  tra- 
velling companion  the  next  jnorning  on  his  amo- 
rous 
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rous  adventure,  which,  however,  had  been  con- 
fined to  the  moft  tender  and  ardent  kiffes  on  both 
fides;  any  thing. more  having  been  conftantly  re- 
fufed.  1 relate  this  trifling  anecdote,  as  it  may 
fierve  to  give  an  idea  of  American  manners.  Ad- 
ventures of  this  defcription  are  faid  to  be  very 
common,  without  the  leaft  difparagement  to  the 
honour  of  the  amorous  laffes,  although  at  times 
they  are  carried  fomewhat  farther. 

Having  arrived  yefterday  in  a covered  cart,  we 
were  promifed  a better  carriage  for  this  day’s 
journey  ; and  yet  this  better  carriage  confifted  in 
an  open  cart.  On  confidering  that  I was  to  fid- 
tain  my  fit  of  the  ague  in  this  cart,  I could  not 
but  find  it  extremely  inconvenient  ; but  the  law 
of  neceffity  fuperfedes  all  deliberation.  I was  at 
confiderable  pains  to  obtain  a little  hay,  on  which 
I might  reft  ; and  thus  {baking  with  the  cold  fit 
of  the  ague,  and  broiled  by  the  fcorching  fun,  1 
pafled  over  the  Green  Mountains,  a wild,  rocky 
trad:  of  country,  but  cultivated  up  to  the  furm 
mit  of  the  mountains  ; a fcene,  which  frequently 
recalled  to  my  mind  the  profpeds  of  Switzerland* 
and  efpecially  the  mountains  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
The  road  lies  over  a chain  of  rocks.  Midway 
from  Northampton  our  cart  flopped.  Utterly 
unable  to  proceed  any  farther,  I lay  down  to  fuf- 
tain  my  fit.  of  the  ague,  and  continued  in  bed 
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two  hours.  Through  the  compaffion  of  the 
driver,  we  obtained  here  a covered  pofl>coach, 
fufpended  upon  fprings,  and  thus  reached  at 
length  Northampton,  a neat  town,  fituated  in  a 
pleafant  country,  and  containing  many  hand- 
fome  and  convenient  houfes,  among  which  is  an 
inn,  fcarcely  equalled  by  any  other  in  America. 
The  building  is  fpacious  and  neat,  the  apartments 
are  well  diftributed,  the  family  confifts  of  well- 
bred  people,  and  the  articles  of  provifion  are  good 
and  in  abundance.  The  htuation  of  Northamp- 
ton is  extremely  pleafant.  The  banks  of  the  Con» 
nedticut,  on  which  the  town  is  feated,  offer  a de- 
lightful profpedi,  and  lie  almoft  entirely  in  grafs. 
The  houfes  are  well-built  and  neatly  painted. 
The  number  of  the  inhabitants  amounts  to  fix- 
teen  hundred.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Hampfhire,  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts.  The 
town  carries  on  fome  trifling  trade  with  Hart- 
ford, to  which  it  tranfmits,  in  veflels,  the  produce 
of  the  furrounding  country.  Great  numbers  of 
cattle  are  fattened  in  the  county,  which  contains 
about  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Maflachufetts  is  as  much  cultivated  as  France. 
I certainly  did  not  pafs  through  the  moft  fertile 
part  of  this  ftate,  it  being  covered  with  ftones  and 
rocks,  and  yet  it  is  throughout  cultivated.  The 
houfes  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  and  (land  in  the 
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midft  of  the  fields  and  farms  to  which  they  be» 
long.  They  are  extremely  well  built,  confift  of 
joiner’s  work,  and  are  very  neatly  painted  white. 
The  {fables  and  barns  are  painted  red.  Nearly 
all  the  fences  are  made  of  Hones  collected  from 
the  fields.  The  harvefi:  is  completely  houfed, 
and  the  farmers  are  bufied  in  mowdng  the  after- 
crop  of  grafs.  Six  or  feven  mowers  are  at  work 
in  the  fame  meadow.  This  carries  an  appear- 
ance of  activity  and  profperity,  which  is  extremely 
pleafing,  and  keeps  alive  the  remembrance  of 
Europe.  Numbers  of  horfes  are  feen  in  the  fields, 
which,  however,  are  not  remarkable  for  beauty. 
The  cattle  are  of  a fine  breed,  and  all  the  paf- 
ture-grounds  are  covered  with  them. 

On  leaving  Northampton,  you  crofs  the  beau- 
tiful river  Connecticut.  The  banks,  being  well- 
wooded,  and  Hoping  gently  towards  the  bed  of 
the  ftream,  fecure  the  country  from  inundation. 
While  croffing  the  river,  I learned,  that  veflels 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen  fail  fifty  miles 
farther  up  the  river,  and  that  Chips  can  come  up 
as  far  as  within  forty  miles  of  Northampton. 
We  halted  in  Belly  town,  where  the  New  York 
road  meets  that  of  Albany.  Our  travelling  party 
had  this  morning  already  been  encreafed  by  a 
dirty  little  boy,  and  was  now  augmented  by  the 
paflengers,  who  arrived  in  the  New  York  liage, 

and 
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and  by  two  other  travellers,  a Mr.  William- 
son,  a land-holder  of  Georgia  and  pleafant  com- 
panion, but  a violent  partizan  of  the  Anti-fede- 
ralift  party  ; and  a young  man  of  New  York, 
whofe  name  I did  not  learn.  Continually  the 
fame  fort  of  land,  but  better  roads  as  far  as  Spen- 
cer, where  the  two  waggoners  of  the  old  and  new 
Bofton  roads  waited  our  arrival,  to  try  to  prevail 
upon  us,  each  in  his  turn,  to  give  the  preference 
to  his  road.  I was  determined  to  choofe  that, 
which  the  others  fhould  not.  I wanted  further 
reft  and  convenience,  as  I had  not  palled  the  day, 
on  which  I was  free  from  the  fever,  quite  fo 
well  as  the  firft. 

THE  FAMILY  OF  WILLIAMS. 

We  made  our  arrangements  in  fuch  manner, 
that  four  perfons  only  obtained  feats  in  our  ftage- 
coach  ; I procured  a back  feat.  In  Worcefter 
three  ladies  joined  our  party,  who,  on  perceiving 
my  fickly  appearance,  would  not  accept  my  feat. 
But,  notwithftanding  their  politenefs,  and  in 
fpite  of  my  firm  determination  to  bear  up  as  long 
as  poffible,  I was  obliged  to  ftop  at  Marlborough. 
Unable  to  endure  any  longer  the  jolting  of  the 
coach,  I was  neceffitated  to  entreat  my  travelling 
companions  to  fet  me  down  at  an  inn,  where  I 
was  certain  of  an  opportunity  of  purfumg  my 

journey 
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journey  in  the  mail-coach..  And  well  had  I done 
to  flop  here,  for  I was  no  fooner  in  bed,  than  I 
was  feized  with  a very  violent  fit  of  illnefs,  in 
addition  to  the  ague.  Although  exceffively  ill, 
I was  fenfible  of  my  dreadful  fituation,  being 
thus  laid  on  a bed  of  ficknefs  among  people  who 
had  never  feen  me  before  ; and  this  idea  threw 
me  into  an  agitation  of  mind,  which  bordered  on 
defpair.  But,  fortunately  the  family,  in  whofe 
houfe  I had  flopped,  were  the  befl  people,  in  the 
world.  Both  men  and  women  took  as  much 
care  of  me,  as  if  I had  been  their  own  child.  Es- 
pecially the  women,  young  and  old — for  the  fa- 
mily is  very  numerous — nurfed  me  with  the  ut- 
moft  Solicitude  and  attention.  Having  obferved, 
that  I was  attacked  by  a diarrhoea,  which  lafled 
two  days,  and  was  probably  the  effect  of  heat 
upon  an  emaciated  conflitution,  they  infilled  up- 
on fending  for  a phyfician.  I was  obliged  to 
yield  to  their  remonflrances  ; the  phyfician 
came  ; and,  as  he  could  not  poffibly  leave  me 
without  prefcribing  fomething,  he  gave  me  pills. 
I was  under  the  neceffity  of  continuing  four 
days  longer  in  this  houfe,  where  I experienced 
the  befl  treatment  ; and  which,  from  my  un- 
common weak  nefs,  I was  not  able  to  leave.  I 
had  there  another  fit  of  the  fever,  which  ren- 
dered me  delirious,  and  afforded  me  additional 
grounds  to  praife  this  excellent  family. 
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Their  name  is  Williams.  The  great  grand- 
father of  the  Williams,  who  at  prefent  keeps  the 
inn,  arrived  here  with  the  firfic  fettlers  from  Eng- 
land, and,  which  is  peculiarly  remarkable,  built 
the  houfe  which  is  now  inhabited  by  his  great 
grandfon.  The  room,  which  I occupied,  has  not 
fince  that  time  undergone  the  leaf!  alteration  ; ail 
the  defendants  of  the  firft  Williams,  the  prefent 
landlord  included,  were  born  in  this  room.  The 
brothers  of  the  landlord,  the  fillers  of  his  wife, 
their  children,  and  his  own,  live  all  together,  and 
form  one  family. 

Befide  the  inn,  which  being  much  frequented 
cannot  but  yield  a confiderable  profit,  Williams 
poiTefles  an  ellate  of  two  hundred  acres,  nearly 
three-fourths  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  or, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  lie  in  grafs,  which  is  the 
general  cultom  in  MafTachufetts.  Meadows, 
which  ai  ' mowed  very  early,  yield  a fécond  crop, 
and  produce  from  two  to  three  tons  of  hay  per 
acre.  Such  land  as  does  not  lie  in  grafs  is  fown 
with  Indian  corn.  They  alfo  fow  a little  oats 
and  barley,  but  no  more  than  is  neccfiary  for  the 
feed  of  the  horfes  and  the  confumption  of  the 
inn.  The  prejudice  in  favour  of  Indian  corn  is 
deeply  rooted  in  this  country  ; but  the  Hate  of 
agriculture  is,  upon  the  whole,  far  better  here 
than  in  any  part  of  America,  which  I have  hither- 
to traverfed.  The  dung  is  carefully  preferred, 

and 
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and  even  the  ftreet-dirt  is  made  ufe  of  as  a ma- 
nure, and  in  fpring  laid  on  the  fields.  Agriculture 
is  not  fo  well  underftood  here  as  in  England  ; 
but  they  think  of  the  moft  proper  means  of  carry- 
ing it  to  a higher  degree  of  perfection,  and  con- 
verfe  on  agricultural  improvements  with  good 
fenfe  and  judgment.  Cattle  are  here  in  great 
abundance,  and  of  a very  fine  breed.  Bofton  offers 
a certain  and  ready  market  for  all  the  productions 
which  can  be  fent  thither.  The  breed  of  pigs  is 
remarkably  fine  ; they  grow  uncommonly  fat. 
Day-labourers  may  be  procured  in  great  abund- 
ance ; their  wages  are  four  fhillings  and  fixpence 
a day,  or  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a month. 

This  part  of  America  difplays  in  every  refpeCt 
true  European  induftry.  In  every  village  the 
ftreets  along  the  road  are  lined  with  iliops.  Ca- 
binet-makers, fhoe-makers,  faddlers,  coach-ma- 
kers, and  tanners,  are  very  numerous.  My  friend 
Williams  was  not  fufficiently  verfed  in  the  poli- 
tical economy  of  the  country  to  inform  me  of  the 
exaCt  proportion  of  the  taxes  and  other  public 
burthens.  AH  he  was  able  to  tell  me  on  this  fub- 
jeCt  was,  that  the  aggregate  fium  of  his  affeff- 
ments,  taxes,  county  and  pariih  rates  included, 
amounts  yearly  to  about  forty  dollars,  befides  four 
dollars  and  half  for  his  licence  to  keep  the  inn. 
DoCtor  Cotty,  a furgeon,  who  attended  me, 

and 
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and  poflefles  an  eflate  of  eighty  acres,  pays  no 
more  than  twenty  dollars.  He  is  alio  a very  wor- 
thy man,  whom  1 have  every  reafon  to  praife. 

All  thefe  people  bufy  themfelves  much  with 
politics,  and  from  the  landlord  down  to  the  houfe- 
maid  they  all  read  two  newfpapers  a day.  Mr. 
Williams  and  Dr.  Cotty  are  by  no  means  friendly 
to  the  treaty,  becaufe  they  do  not  like  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  contend  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  that  nation. , But  they  fay,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  rauft  all  be  left  to  the  Prefident,  who  will 
make  every  thing  right.  I muft  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  I cannot  bellow  too  much  praife  on 
the  kindnefs  of  thefe  excellent  people.  Being 
a liranger,  utterly  unacquainted  with  them,  fick, 
and  appearing  in  the  garb  of  mediocrity,  border- 
ing on  indigence,  I poffeffed  not  the  leaft  claim 
on  the  hofpitality  of  this  reipedtable  family,  but 
fuch  as  their  own  kindnefs  and  humanity  could 
fuggeft;  and  yet,  during  the  five  days  I continued 
in  their  houfe,  they  negleéted  their  own  bufinefs 
to  nurfe  me  with  the  tendereft  care  and  unwea- 
ried folicitude.  They  heightened  {till  more  the 
generality  of  their  conduét  by  making  up  their 
account  in  a manner  fo  extremely  reafonable,  that 
three  times  its  amount  would  not  have  been  too 
much  for  the  trouble  I had  caufed  them.  May 
this  relpedable  family  ever  enjoy  the  bleffings 
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which  they  fo  well  deferve  ! This  lhall  be  my 
confiant,  fervent  wifh  until  my  laft  moment. 

Having  at  length  recovered  fomewhat  more 
ftrength,  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  a journey,  and  be- 
ing defirous  of  reaching  Bofton,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  as  I hoped  to  find  fome  letters  in  that  city, 
I took  a feat  in  the  mail-coach,  which  flops  at 
Williams’s  houfe.  It  is  the  fame  fort  of  carriage 
as  a flage-coach,  except  that  it  is  lighter,  better 
fufpended,  and  takes  but  fix  pafTengers,  its  chief 
deflination  being  to  carry  the  mail.  I had  fcarcely 
proceeded  three  or  four  miles,  when  we  were  met 
by  a coach  and  four.  It  was  General  Knox, 
who,  during  a temporary  refidence  in  Boflon,  on 
account  of  private  bufinefs,  having  accidentally 
learned,  that  I lay  ill  at  Marlborough,  came  to 
take  me  to  Boflon.  My  fatisfadlion  and  grati- 
tude for  this  uncommon  kindnefs  may  be  eafily 
conceived.  I had  frequently  feen  him  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  courfe  of  lafl  winter  ; had  often 
been  at  his  houfe,  which  I found  extremely  plea- 
fant  ; but  had  not  the  leaft  right  to  expedl  fuch 
a diflingu^fhed  adt  of  kindnefs.  I was  too  weak 
to  exprefs  my  feelings,  but  was  the  more  over- 
whelmed by  them. 

The  road  from  Marlborough  to  Boflon  is  a 
continual  village.  Twenty  miles  from  this  city 
begins  an  uninterrupted  line  of  handfome  houfes, 
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cleanly  and  pleafant  buildings,  neat  gardens,  and 
fine  orchards,  which  form  all  together  a rich  and 
delightful  profpeél,  the  charms  of  which  are  ftill 
more  enhanced  by  numberlefs  horfes,  cattle,  and 
fheep,  which  enliven  the  landfcape,  and  are  fhel- 
tered  from  the  fcorching  fun  by  clumps  of  trees, 
planted  for  that  purpofe.  You  fee  every  where 
numerous  churches,  of  a.fimple  conftruélion,  but 
neatly  painted,  and  furniflied  with  fine  fpires» 
They  are  furrounded  with  open  fiables,  in  which 
the  country-people  put  up  their  horfes  dining 
the  fervice.  This  is  a pretty  general  cuflom 
throughout  America,  unknown  in  Europe,  but 
which  is  more  carefully  attended  to  in  Mafia- 
chufetts,  the  moil  opulent  and  populous  of  thefe 
fiâtes  I have  hitherto  feen. 

At  lafl  you  pafs  through  the  handfome  village 
of  Cambridge,  and  reach  Boflon  by  a wooden 
bridge,  which  was  finifhed  lafl  year,  and  which, 
including  the  caufeway  leading  to  it,  is  a mile  in 
length.  This  bridge  was  conflruéted  at  the  ex- 
pence of  a company,  who  receive  a toll,  which 
yields  nearly  twenty  per  cent  interefl  on  the  ca- 
pital fpent  in  building  the  bridge.  I was  too  much 
indifpofed  fully  to  enjoy  the  view  of  this  delight- 
ful country,  which  reminds  a man  of  England 
on  many  accounts,  buy  was  not  altogether  infen- 
fible  to  its  charms.  « 
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The  towns,  which  are  moft  populous*  moft  an- 
cient, and  moft  flourifhing  in  point  of  trade  and 
induftry,  and  which  on  thefe  grounds  intereft 
moft  the  curionty  of  foreigners,  are  exactly  thofe 
on  which  a traveller  has  leaft  to  remark.  All  the 
obfervations,  which  he  might  make  in  regard  to 
them,  have  been  anticipated  by  others,  and  he 
will  frequently  wafte  his  talents  in  repeating,  with 
lefs  accuracy,  what  hiftoriographers,  gazetteers, 
nay  directories,  have  faid  before  him.  This  is 
exaCtly  the  cafe  with  Bofton.  Dr.  Morfe’s  Ame- 
rican Geography,  and  a variety  of  directories,  pub- 
lifhed  in  that  town*  give  a more  minute*  and  pro- 
bably a more  exaCt  account  of  it*  than  all  the  in- 
formation which  the  moft  aCtive  foreigner  can 
colleCt  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months.  I fhall*  there- 
fore, forbear  entering  into  any  details*  which 
would  be  ufelefs,  and  which  my  friends  may  eafily 
procure. 

The  town  of  Bofton  is  fituated  on  a peninfula* 
The  ifthmus,  which  corineCts  it  with  the  conti- 
nent, is  but  a few  yards  in  breadth,  fo  that  it 
might  çafily  be  cut  through,  fhould  the  fafety  of 
the  place  demand  it.  Bofton  is  fo  completely 
girt  by  the  fea,  that  the  fhorteft  bridge,  by  which 
you  can  reach  it,  is  a third  of  a mile  in  length. 
Vol.  IL  I The 
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The  harbour  is  four  or  five  miles  in  depth,  of 
a {till  greater  breadth,  and  interfperfed  with  nu- 
merous iflands,  which  form  a more  pleafmg  prof- 
ped  from  none  of  them  being  perfectly  fiat  and 
level. 

Several  of  thefe  iflands  are  fituated  at  the  en  - 
trance of  the  harbour,  which  from  one  fide  to 
the  other  may  be  five  miles  in  breadth,  but  the 
navigable  part  of  which,  is. fearcely  half  a mile 
wide.  The  pafiage  between  in  oil  of  thefe  iflands 
is  macceflible  for  fhips  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred tons  burthen.  The  only  channel,  paflabk 
for  fhips  of  a larger  fize,  lies  between  two  iflands, 
one  of  which  is  called  Caftle  Ifland,  and  the 
other  Governor’s  Iflandy  half  a mile  diflant  from 
each  other.  This  channel  is  {till  more  narrowed 
by  a third  of  it  only  having  fufîicient  depth  of 
water,  efpecially  for  fhips  of  a deep  draught,  w hich 
are  obliged  to  fleer  along;  Caftle  Ifland  at  the  difi- 
tance  of  two  hundred  yards  from  the  land.  If 
thefe  iflands  were  fortified  in  fuch  a manner,  as 
to  be  able  to  cannonade  fhips  with  effect  long 
before  they  could  draw  near,  and  even  after  they 
had  reached  the  port,  the  town  of  Bolton  would 
be  mofi  powerfully  protected  from  any  attack, 
that  might  be  made  on  it. 

General  Knox,  who  but  very  lately  refigned  the 
place  of  Secretary  at  War,-  told  me,  that  not  only 
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arc  plans  drawn  up  and  approved  of  for  eroding 
thefe  fortifications,  but  that  Congrefs  has  alfo  re- 
folved  to  bear  the  expence,  eftimated  at  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars,  forty  thoufand  of  which 
were  already  granted  two  years  ago,  that  the  work 
might  immediately  be  commenced;  but  that  the 
icgiflature  of  the  State  of  Maflachufetts  oppofes 
the  execution  of  this  plan. 

As  many  of  my  readers  may  be  at  a lofs  to 
conceive  the  poffibility  of  fuch  an  oppofition  to 
the  refolution  of  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the  pofi- 
tive  orders  of  the  Prefident,  I think  it  neceffary 
to  explain  this  matter. 

If  a place  is  to  be  fortified  by  the  Union,  the 
State,  in  the  territory  of  which  it  is  feated,  muffc 
previoufiy  cede  it  to  the  Union,  which  takes  it 
under  its  immediate  protection,  and  the  ceffion  of 
the  above  iflands  has  hitherto  met  with  fo  ftrong 
an  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  legiflature,  that 
it  has  not  yet  been  poffible  to  obtain  it.  The 
true  caufe  of  this  oppofition  is  the  general  aver- 
lion  of  the  States  againft  fubjeCting  any  part  of 
their  territory  to  the  fupremacy  of  the  Union, 
and  the  pretence  alleged  in  the  cafe  under  con- 
fideration  is,  that  Caftie  Ifland  is  the  only  fafe 
place  for  convins,  who  are  kept  here  to  hard  la- 
bour, and  who  cannot  be  fent  tQ  any  other  place 
equally  fafe  and  convenient.  * 
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The  legislative  power  has,  however,  made  the 
propofal  of  fortifying  this  ifland,  without  ceding 
it  to  the  Union.  Sixty  Soldiers,  paid  by  the  State, 
form  the  garrifon  of  this  ifland,  which  violates 
the  Spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  constitutional 
adt,  enadting,  in  exprefs  terms,  “ that  in  time  of 
peace  no  fmgle  ftate  fhall  maintain  any  regular 
troops.” 

The  anti- federalist  party  are  charged  as  being 
the  chief  authors  and  abettors  of  the  above  op- 
position ; but  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  op» 
pofers  belong  all  to  that  party.  Their  number, 
it  is  afferted,  begins  now  to  decreafe,  and  the 
whole  Senate  is  favourably  difpofed  for  the  forti- 
fication, So  that  it  probably  will  foon  be  com- 
menced. 

In  this  probable  manner,  the  otherwife  incon- 
ceivable oppofition  to  the  joint  will  of  the  Con- 
grefs  and  Prefident,  in  a matter  of  So  much  im- 
portance, has  been  explained  to  me. 

All  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  I have  con- 
verfed  on  the  preffmg  neceffity  of  eredting  thefe 
fortifications,  manifested  a fort  of  indifference, 
for  which  I can  only  account  from  their  attention 
being  entirely  engrofled  by  their  private  affairs. 
If  you  obferve  to  them  “ That  the  Englifh,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  may  eafily  run  three 
or  four  frigates  into  the  harbour,  burn  all  the  fhip- 
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ping,  fet  the  houfes  on  fire*  and  retreat  without 
the  leaft  danger” — they  grant  all  this*  but  add* 
“ The  Englifh  will  not  come  ; we  have  no  war, 
and  fhall  wage  none  ; we  have  nothing  to  fear.” 
They  feem  to  forget*  that  the  fpirit  of  revenge 
againft  revolted  fubjecfts  conftantly  animates  Great 
Britain  ; which  will  never  conflder  the  Americans 
but  in  that  light  ; though  circumftances  may 
force  the  Englifh  cabinet  to  enter  into  public 
négociations  with  the  United  States*  and  that 
this  fpirit  of  revenge  is  peculiarly  directed  againft 
Bofton*  where  the  revolution  began  in  fo  decifive 
a manner*.  They  feem  not  to  conflder*  that  the 
wealth  and  importance  of  Bofton  afford  addi- 
tional reafons  for  ftrengthening  its  means  of  de- 
fence* and  that  the  importance  of  a ftate  is  en~ 
creafed  in  the  eftimation  of  its  enemies*  and  of 
all  foreign  powers*  in  proportion  as  it  is  rendered 

* The  futility  of  this  reafoning  precludes  refutation,  but 
it  is  a circumftance,  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Prefident 
of  the  Union,  under  whofe  adminiftration  the  relations  of 
amity  and  friendfhip  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  have  been  fo  fully  eftablillied,  is.  the  man  who  bore 
the  molt  confpicuous  part  in  the  decifive  meafures  which 
commenced  the  revolution  at  Bofton,  the  man  who  in  Bris- 
sot’s  judgment  “ has  the  excefs  of  republican  virtues and 
who  of  confequence  mull;  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
wifdom  of  the  political  fyftem  which  he  has  porfued  with 
unlhaken  firmnèfs.— Tranjl. 
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lefs  vulnerable,  by  the  adoption  of  the  moft  pro- 
per and  moft  vigorous  meafures  of  defence. 

Thefe  are  all  principles  of  acknowledged  truth; 
and  thefe  maxims  fo  evidently  apply  to  the  United 
States,  and  efpecially  to  Bofton,  that  even  the  cir- 
eumftance  of  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  be- 
ing entirely  abforbed  by  their  private  intereft  falls 
fhort  of  fatisfaclorily  explaining  the  indifference,, 
which  they  difplay  in  regard  to  fortifications,  of 
the  neceffity  of  which  they  are  perfectly  aware. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Caftle  Ifland,  garriloned 
by  fixty  armed  foldiers,  and  where  on  the  ruins 
of  an  ancient  rampart  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  are 
lying,  moft  of  which  are  deftitute  of  trunnions, 
would  be  a matter  of  fincere  regret  even  for  him, 
who  fhould  have  the  intereft  of  America  and  the 
humiliai  ion  of  England lefs  at  heart,  than  I have'U 
I lament  it  moft  fincerely,  inaftnuch,  as  fetting 
apart  the  confideration  of  danger,  it  befpçaks  a , 
degree  of  national  indolence,  which,  I ana  forry 
to  fay,  is  truly  difgraceful. 

Governor’s  Ifland  is  ftifl  lefs  fortified  than 

* The  candour,  with  which  the  author  here  points  out 
the  fource  of  his  inventives  a gai  nit  the  Idritifh  government» 
and  the  origin  of  the  farcaftic  cenfuve,  which  on,  ail  occa- 
sions he  paifes  on  the  Englifli  cabinet,  deferves  much  praiic. 
He  inveighs  and  cenfures,  becaufe  he  anxioufly  defires  the 
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Caftle- 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C. 


119 


Caftle  Ifland  ; a block-houfe,  eredted  on  an  emi- 
nence, forms  the  only  means  of  defence.  In 
France  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  would  be 
mounted  in  thefe  iflands,  and  the  moft  parfimo- 
nious  adminiftration  would  not  repine  at  this  ex- 
pence, to  whatever  fum  it  might  amount. 

The  foldiers,  who  form  the  garrifon  of  Caftle 
Ifland,  have  a very  dirty  and  mean  appearance, 
which  does  not  feem  to  be  an  infeparable  attribute 
of  republican  troops. 

The  convidts  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  are 
fent  to  this  ifland,  where  they  are  kept  at  hard 
labour.  They  are  chiefly  employed  in  making 
nails  and  fhoes,  and  are  confined  by  day  ; fo  that 
in  this  refpedt  their  fate  is  not  worfe,  than  that  of 
the  garrifon.  But  no  effectual  mcafures  have 
been  adopted  to  improve  their  morals,  or  provide 
for  their  welfare  at  the  and  of  their  im*prifonment. 
The  machinery,  introduced  into  all  other  nail- 
manufadtories  of  America,  to  fliorten  and  eafe 
hard  labour,  are  here  only  excluded,  fo  that  the 
convicts  work  to  great  difad  vantage,  if  compared 
with  other  workmen,  and  are  not  able  to  lay  by 
any  favings  during  the  time  of  their  captivity, 
which  they  might  ufefuliy  employ,  when  reftored 
to  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  This  heedlefihefs 
contrafts,  in  a ftriking  manner,  with  the  admir- 
able attention  and  order  wdiich  prevail  in  the  pri- 
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fons  of  Philadelphia,  the  excellent  ftate  of  which 
will  furnifti  juft  grounds  of  cenfure  againft  all  the 
other  ftates,  as  long  as  they  imitate  not  the  laud- 
able example  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  Englifti  laws,  called  in  England  the  com- 
mon law,  are  obferved  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  in  regard  to  all  fuch  points  as  are  not  de- 
cided in  a different  manner  by  a pofitive  law, 
which  is  frequently  the  cafe.  Fathers,  poffefs  the 
right  of  difpofmg  of  their  eftates  by  a 1 aft- will,  in 
its  utmoft  latitude,  on  condition  of  their  leaving 
to  every  one  of  their  children  fome  part,  how- 
ever fmall,  of  their  property.  This  right,  which 
prodigality,  revenge,  paternal  difpleafure,  and  the 
imbecility  of  old  age,  would  frequently  abufe  in 
our  European  ftates,  is  here  attended  with  no  in- 
convenience. No  father  has  yet  made  an  ill 
ufe  of  it,”  anfwered  they,  with  whom  I remon- 
ftrated  on  the  plenitude  of  this  right,  vefted  in 
the  teftator.  This  anfwer,  v/orthy  of  Spartans, 
has,  however,  not  convinced  me,  that  the  man- 
ners of  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufetts  are  as 
remote  from  an  ill  ufe  of  unlimited  power,  as 
thofe  of  the  Spartans  were  from  parricide  at  the 
time  of  Lycurgus  ; nor  has  it  reconciled  me  to 
a law,  which,  at  leaft  in  fome  meafure,  is  unjuft. 

The  penal  code  is  compofed  of  Englifti  laws, 
fomewhat  mitigated,  Mr,  Sullivan,  Attor- 
ney- 
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ney-General  of  the  ftate,  takes  peculiar  care,  that 
juftice  is  adniiniftered  with  mercy;  he  is  a zeal- 
ous partizan,  it  feems,  of  the  criminal  law  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  is  now  engaged  in  endeavours  to 
get  it  adopted  by  the  legiflature  of  MalTachufetts. 

The  ftate  levies  a tax  for  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment, amounting  to  forty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty- three  dollars.  The 
quota  of  each  contributing  inhabitant  towards 
this  tax,  as  wTell  as  the  county  and  parifh- rates,  is 
very  trifling,  though  more  confiderable  than  in 
the  ftates  of  New  York  an<i  Pennfylvania.  Pro- 
perty, both  perfonal  and  real , is  taxed  ; and  fuch 
parts  of  it,  as  are  not  evident,  are  rated  by  com- 
miffioners,  againft  whom  bitter  complaints  are 
preferred  at  Bofton,  relative  to  the  arbitrary  man- 
ner, in  which  they  frequently  proceed.  Thefe 
grievances,  it  feems,  are  not  altogether  unfounded. 
No  recourfe  can  be  had  againft  an  unjuft  valua- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  commiffioners,  as,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  redrefs,  the  complainants  would  be 
obliged  to  difclofe  the  real  amount  of  their  pro- 
perty ; which,  as  they  are  generally  men  of  great 
wealth,  unjuftly  taxed  from  motives  of  jealoufy 
and  envy,  they  wifli  to  avoid.  Several  of  them 
have  left  Bofton,  and  fettled  in  other  ftates  or 
towns,  where  they  enjoy  fecurity  from  arbitrary 
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proceedings  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Breck  of  Phila- 
delphia left  Bofton  on  this  account,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Russel,  a merchant,  generally  refpedl- 
ed  in  America,  intends,  it  is  afferted,  to  fettle  in 
Charleftown,  a fmall  town,  feparated  from  Bof- 
ton only  by  a bridge.  His  affeffment,  under  the 
foie  head  of  capitation  or  poll-ta^,  amounted  to 
fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Out  of  the  parilh-rates,  among  other  articles, 
the  fchools  are  fupported,  of  which,  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  ftate,  a certain  number  muft  be 
kept  in  each  townfhip,  proportionate  to  its  ex- 
tent and  population.  In  addition  to  thefe  fchools, 
many  colleges  have  been  inftituted  in  this  ftate, 
which  are  fcattered  through  its  whole  extent,  for 
the  convenience  of  thofe  who  poffefs  fufficient 
property,  and  wifh  to  purfue  their  ftudies  beyond 
the  inftrudtion,  which  common  fchools  can  afford. 
The  Univerfity  at  Cambridge  offers  alfo  ample 
means  for  acquiring  extenfive  erudition.  This 
univerfity,  which  is  modelled  after  the  Bnglifh 
univerfities,  has  profefibrfhips  for  every  branch  of 
the  fciences.  It  poffeffes  a fine  library,  a tolerably 
complete  philofophical  apparatus,  and  a mufeum, 
which  is  yet  rather  incomplete,  but  will,  no  doubt, 
loon  be  improved.  The  whole  inftrudtion  is  ap- 
parently managed  on  very  good  principles.  The 
funds,  affigned  for  its  fupport,  not  being  fiiffi- 
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ciently  considerable  to  inllrudl  the  fcholars  gratis , 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  quarterly  the  moderate 
fum  of  Sixteen  dollars.  They  alfo  pay  fix  dollars 
a month  for  their  board,  and  are  admitted  after 
previous  examination  by  the  profeffors.  They 
remain  here  four  years  ; if  they  defirc  to  continue 
longer,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  a degree,  they 
pay  no  longer  the  above  Sixteen  dollars,  but  merely 
for  their  lodgings.  Mr.  Willard,  prefident  of 
the  univerfity,  from  whom  I learned  thefe  parti- 
culars, is  a man  of  uncommon  merit,  verfed  in 
all  the  Sciences,  which  are  taught  here. 

The  town  of  Bofton,  Seated  on  two  or  three 
eminences,  and  in  the  Small  intervening  vales, 
is  but  of  little  compaSs.  It  has  no  regular-  flreets, 
but  is  nevertheless  very  pleafant.  The  houles -are 
neat  and  cleanly  ; a great  number  have  gardens 
adjoining  to  them,  and  all  afford  delightful  prof- 
pedis.  The  manners  of  the  inhabitants  are  mild 
and  hoSpitable  ; they  are  much  like  the  Englilh. 

The  opulent  inhabitants  have,  moft  of  them, 
country-feats  at  Some  diftance  from  the  town, 
where  they  refide  in  Summer.  A foreigner  eafily 
obtains  an  extenfive  acquaintance,  and  is  every- 
where invited,  in  a manner  So  extremely  oblig- 
ing, as  to  preclude  all  doubts  of  the  fincerity  of 
the  invitation.  My  If  ate  ot  health,  which  w7as 
but  llowly  recovering,  prevented  me  from  accept- 
ing the  invitations  I received. 


I muft 
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I mull  mention  in  this  place,  that  in  the  Vici- 
nity of  Bofton  I found  again  Mr.  Adams,  Vice- 
, Prefident  of  the  United  States,  a man  of  fuch  un- 
common merits,  abilities,  and  talents,  that  he 
has  few  equals  in  America,  and  is  not  every  where 
fufficiently  efteemed.  He  is  one  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable  men  in  the  United  States.  No  one  con- 
tributed more  to  the  American  revolution,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  than  he.  The  agents 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry  entertain,  therefore,  much 
ill-will  againft  him,  although  he  has  defended  the 
Englifh  conftitution  in  a book,  full  of  profound 
refearches,  which  he  entitled  A Defence  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States/’  John  Adams 
refides  with  his  lady,  remote  from  all  intrigues, 
in  a fmall  houfe,  fifteen  miles  from  Bofton,  which 
no  Paris  advocate  of  the  loweft  rank  would  choofe 
for  his  country-feat.  Here  he  fpends  all  the  time, 
which  his  fituation  as  Vice-prefident  allows  him 
to  pafs  from  Philadelphia,  in  reading,  and  agri- 
cultural employments.  He  fees  but  little  com- 
pany, frnce  the  very  moderate  fortune  he  pofTeffes 
prevents  him  from  receiving  many  vifitors  at  his 
houfe.  He  is  generally  refpedted  ; his  conven- 
tion is  extremely  agreeable,  and  tinged  with  a fort 
of  farcaftic,  yet  courteous  wit,  which  renders  it 
highly  pleafing. 

The  treaty  with  England  is  the  confiant  and 

univerfal 
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univerfal  topic  ; it  is  difcuffed  pro  et  contra , from 
. one  extremity  of  the  liâtes  to  the  other.  My1  opi- 
nion on  this  treaty  is  not  altered  from  its  having 
received  the  fanftion  of  the  Prelident.  I admire 
his  letter  to  the  feleft-men  of  Bollon  ; in  his  po- 
rtion it  is  impoffihle  to  write  any  thing  more 
beautiful,  more  noble,  or  more  glorious.  I blame 
him  not  for  having  acceded  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  : purfuant  to  the  conftitution,  and  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture  of  circumftances,  he  was 
obliged  to  ad:  as  he  has  done.  But,  neverthelefs, 
this  treaty  is,  in  my  judgment,  prejudicial  to  the 
commercial  interdis  of  America,  which  it  ren- 
ders, in  fome  meafure,  dependent  on  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  violates  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the 
United  States,  to  affilt  France,  their  ally,  with 
the  necdTaries  of  war.  It  is  a monument  of  the 
weaknefs  of  America,  to  which  it  will  prove  pro- 
ductive of  pernicious  rather  than  advantageous 
conferences.  The  only  momentary  profit,  to  be 
derived  from  this  treaty,  will  accrue  to  American 
merchants,  who  can  be  accommodated  by  the 
Englilh  with  long  credit,  and  who  in  America, 
as  in  fad  in  every  other  country,  attend  more 
zealoully  to  the  interdis  of  their  counting-houfes, 
than  to  the  political  advantages  of  the  Hate, 
which  they  inhabit. 

y 

I have  perufed  eyery  performance,  written  in 

favour 


î'2§  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

favour  of  this  treaty,  without  my  opinion  having 
in  the  leaf:  been  changed  even  by  Camilles.  I 
v poflefs,  I think,  fufneient  knowledge  of  the  po- 
litical principles  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  in  this  long  and  laborious  enquiry  he 
has  rather  ferved  his  party,  than  followed  his  own 
political  opinion,  and  that,  if  he  were  freely  to 
fpeak  his  mind,  he  would  confefs  his  grief  at 
having  publicly  defended  fuch  a ftate-paper.  This 
treaty  agitates,  heats,  and  inflames  the  contend- 
ing parties  to  fuch  a degree,  that  you  hardly  meet 
anywhere  with  cool,  moderate,  and  unimpaffion« 
ed  reafoning.  I fliall  fay  no  more  on  this  fubjeéÇ 
although  I am  far  from  having  exhaufted  my  ar- 
guments againft  a treaty,  which  I confider  as  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
United  States. 

Bofton  trades  to  all  parts  of  the  globe.  The 
enterprifmg  fpirit  in  point  of  navigation,  which 
the  Americans  are  on  all  hands  allowed  to  poflefs,- 
feems  in  a peculiar  degree  to  animate  the  inha- 
bitants of  Newr  England.  Although  the  trade  of 
many  ports  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  north 
and  fouth  of  Bofton,  has  of  late  years  confiderably 
encreafed  ; and  although  it  is  of  the  fame  nature 
as  that  of  Bofton,  yet  I have  been  aflured,  that 
the  trade  of  this  town,  fo  far  from  fuffering  by 
it,  has,  on  the  contrary,  never  been  in  a more 

flourifhing 
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floiirifliing  condition,  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Se- 
veral gentlemen,  having  promifed  to  fupply.  me 
with  comparative  tables  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  Bofton,  previoufly  to  my  leaving  this 
town,  I ihall  until  then  defer  all  calculation  on 
this  interefting  fubjeCi. 

Anxioully  defirous  as  I was  of  collecting  in- 
formation relative  to  the  trade  with  the  South- 
Sea  Indians,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  navigation 
off  their  coaft,  I could  not  but  feel  extremely 
happy  at  getting  acquainted  with  Captain  Ro- 
bert, who  returned  from  this  voyage  but  a fort- 
night ago,  and  wrho  has  communicated  to  me 
fome  particulars  refpeCting  this  fubjeCi,  which,  I 
think,  will  not  be  deemed  here  out  of  place. 

The  objeCt  of  the  fhips,  which  are  trading 
to  the  wTeftern  coaft  of  North  America,  is  chiefly 
the  purehafe  of  otter-fkins,  which  they  barter  at 
Canton  for  Chinefe  goods,  either  confumed  in 
America,  or  thence  exported  to  Europe.  The 
articles,  which  they  fhip  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
changing them  for  the  otter-fkins,  confift  of  iron, 
copper,  tobacco,  filver  trinkets,  collars,  &c.  This 
voyage,  which  is  generally  made  from  Bofton  in 
fhips  from  ninety  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burthen,  takes  up  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  months. 
But  its  duration  is  frequently  protrafted,  and  its 
produce  leflened  by  adverfe  events  ; which  was 
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the  cafe  with  Captain  Robert.  He  fpent  three 
years  and  eight  months  in  this  voyage  ; he  loft 
twenty  men  out  of  thirty-fix,  who  compofed  his 
fhip’s  crew,  and  a fmall  veflfel,  which  he  had 
caufed  to  be  built  during  his  voyage,  and  which, 
he  thought,  might  be  advantageoufly  employed 
in  this  trade  ; his  own  profit,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
his  owners,  could  not,  therefore,  but  be  confider- 
ably  leffened.  By  inferting  here  a brief  account 
of  his  voyage,  I fhall  communicate  to  my  friends 
particulars,  relative  to  the  trade  and  navigation  to 
the  weftern  coaft,  which,  I truft,  they  will  read 
with  pleasure. 

CAPTAIN  ROBERT’S  VOYAGE  TO  THE  SOUTH  SEA. 

He  failed  from  Bofton  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1791,  on  board  the  Jefferfon,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  tuns  burthen,  mounting  eight 
guns,  and  manned  with  thirty- fix  men.  From 
want  of  provifion,  and  the  neceffity  of  repairing 
fome  damage,  which  his  fhip  had  fuftained  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
put  into  Valparaifo,  a Spanifh  fettlement  on  the 
coaft  of  South  America,  in  latitude  thirty -three 
degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  eighty-four  degrees.* 

He 

* The  author  is  mifinformed  in  regard  to  the  fituation  of 
Valparaifo.  It  lies  in  latitude  thirty-three  degrees  two  mi- 
nutes 
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He  remained  here  a whole  month,  and  failed 
hence  up  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  on  the  5th  of 
July  he  arrived  off  the  Spamfh  ifland  of  St.  Am- 
brofe,  which  lies  in  twenty-fix  degrees  thirteen, 
minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  eighty  degrees  fifty- 
five  minutes  weft  longitude,  from  Greenwich, 
This  ifland,  which  has  the  appearance  of  having 
had  volcanic  eruptions,  abounds  with  feals,  which 
lie  on  the  rocks,  and  are  eafily  killed  by  the  fea- 
men,  who  frequently  kill  from  two  to  five  hun- 
dred of  them  with  bludgeons,  in  the  courfe  of 
one  morning.  During  the  two  months  and  a 
half  the  Captain  continued  on  this  ifland,  his 
crew  collected  and  cured  thirteen  thoufand  feal- 
Ikins,  which  are  fold  in  China  for  fixty  dollars  a 
hundred.  The  oil,  which  is  obtained  in  great 
quantity  from  this  fifh,  is  given  in  exchange  for 
otter-fkins,  to  the  Indians  of  the  weftern  coaft, 
who  drink  it  like  rum.  The  ifland  of  St.  Am* 
brofe  affording  no  anchorage,  the  fhips  remain 
conftantly  under  way,  at  a greater  or  lefs  diftance 
from  fhore,  according  to  the  weather.  The  lhip’s 
company  fleep  every  night  on  board,  and  keep 
up  with  boats  fuch  intercourfe  with  the  ifland, 
as  is  requifite  for  their  fifliery. 

nutes  thirty-fix  féconds  fouth,  and  longitude  feventy-feven 
degrees  twenty-nine  minutes  weft,  and  has  a harbour,  which 
forms  the  port  of  St.  Jago,  three  hundred  and  ninety  miles 
eaft  of  the  illand  of  Juan  Fernandez. — Tranflator. 

Vol.  II.  K 


On 


isê 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


On  his  departure  from  St.  Ambrofe,  Captain 
Robert  flood  to  the  weftward,  and  made  the 
Marquefas,  or  Marquefa  illands  ; he  put'  into  the 
iiland  Woahoo,^  which  the  Spaniards  call  St. 
Chriftian,  in  latitude  nine  degrees  fifty-five  mi- 
nutes fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  degrees  weft.  This  iiland  is  inha- 
bited by  Indians,  not  of  a very  dark  complexion, 
and,  by  Captain  Robert’s  account,  of  very  fine 
fhape  and  regular  features.  The  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate rendering  clothes  perfectly  ufelefs,  they  wear 
only  a final!  apron,  which  they  never  put  off.  On 
feftivals  they  drefs  in  a light  fluff,  made  of  bark, 
and  highly  finiflied,  both  in  point  of  colour  and 
texture.  In  this  iiland  Captain  Robert  built  a 
veiTel  of  ninety  tuns  burthen,  for  the  trade  on  the 
American  coaft,  the  chief  materials  for  which  he 
had  brought  with  him.  The  four  months  he 
continued  at  this  iiland,  he  lived,  upon  the  whole, 
on  very  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians,  great 
numbers  of  whom  affifted  him  in  his  work.  But 

* Woahoo  being  one  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  the  au- 
thor has  probably  confounded  this  name  with  Waitahù,  the 
Indian  name  of  the  Marquefa  Ifiand,  which  by  the  Spa- 
niards is  called  St.  ChrifHana,  and  lies  in  latitude  nine  de- 
grees fifty-five  minutes  thirty  féconds  fouth,  and  longitude 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  degrees  eight  minutes  forty  fé- 
conds Weil  from  Greenwich.— Tratiflator, 


one 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  See,  131 

„ - t 

one  day  they  fhewed  a defign  of  feizing  upon  his 
veflcl,  when  it  was  half  finifhed.  A great  num- 
ber of  thefe  Indians,  headed  by  their  king,  ma- 
nifefted  fo  clearly  an  intention  of  attempting  an 
attack,  that  Captain  Robert  was  obliged  to  repel 
them  by  force.  At  the  head  of  his  thirty-fix  men 
he  fired  upon  the  Indians,  killed  feveral  of  them, 
wounded  others,  and  routed  them  completely; 
On  the  next  following  day  they  came  to  fue  for 
peace,  and  brought  fome  of  their  wounded  to  be 
cured. 

The  Indians  are  furniflied  neither  with  fire- 
arms nor  bows  ; their  weapons  confift  of  poles  of 
very  hard  wood,  and  long  flings,  by  which  they 
throw  ftones,  with  great  precifion  of  aim,  to  a 
confiderable  diftance. 

At  another  time  the  Indians  of  a neighbouring 
illand  made  up  to  Captain  Robert’s  fliip,  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  road,  with  a fleet  of  about  twenty 
boats,  ninety  feet  in  length,  to  take  her  ; but  a 
lucky  fhot  finking  one  of  the  boats,  the  reft  re- 
treated with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  never  made 
their  appearance  again.  Thefe  Indians  are,  by 
Captain  Robert’s  account,  engaged  in  continual 
warfare  with  the  inhabitants  of  Waitahu,  and 
offer  their  daughters,  nay,  fometimes  their  wives, 
to  foreigners,  with  whom  they  are  on  friendly 
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terms.  You  may  keep  them  as  long  as  you  pleale, 
and  return  them  when  you  want  them  no  longer. 
The  Indian  ladies,  fo  far  from  objecting  to  this 
fort  of  civility,  commence,  on  the  contrary,  as 
early  as  the  age  of  ten  to  do  in  this  manner  the 
honours  of  their  ifland. 

The  Indian  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  drink 
nothing  but  water,  and  are  not  fond  of  fpirituous 
liquors.  The  king  and  chiefs  of  the  ifland  only 
drink  a beverage  called  hary , and  prepared  from 
a yellow  root,  which  is  gathered  by  their  flaves, 
and  cut  into  pieces,  which  they  chew,  fpit  into 
large  vefiels  filled  with  wTater,  and  afterwards 
fqueeze  with  their  hands  to  obtain  the  juice.  This 
liquor,  prepared  in  fo  uncleanly  a manner,  is 
held  in  very  high  eftimation  by  the  Indian  chiefs, 
•who  mix  it  with  water  ; lefs  diluted  it  is  taken 
againft  the  fcurvy.  They  alfo  ufe  it  as  a remedy 
againfl:  the  venereal  difeale,  w7hich  has  become 
very  frequent  here,  fince  the  firfi:  vifit  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, and  with  which  the  whole  crew  of  the 
JefFerfon  were  infeded. 

The  marriages  among  thefe  Indians  lafl:  no 
longer  than  the  wedded  couple  choofes,  and  efipe- 
daily  as  long  as  it  pleafes  the  hufibands,  who  affert 
great  prerogatives  over  their  waves,  and  never 
dine  with  them.  Father,  mother,  and  children 

§ frequently 
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frequently  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  even  when  the 
latter  are  married. 

Befide  the  royal  dignity,  and  that  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  villages,  which  are  hereditary,  there  alfo 
exifts  fome  inequality  among  the  families,  all 
which  pay  great  refpedl  to  the  king  and  chiefs. 
Property  is  known  and  refpeded  in  this  ifland, 
and  the,  number  of  fervants  and  Haves  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  a man’s  property.  Pota- 
toes, nay,  fugar- canes  are  cultivated  in  this  iiland. 
Thefts  are  feverely  punifhed,  and  the  punilhment 
is  determined  by  the  chiefs.  Fowls,  which,  how- 
ever, are  very  fcarce,  and  pigs,  of  the  Chinele 
breed,  which  are  tolerably  abundant,  are  eaten 
roalled  ; but  fifh  they  eat  raw.  Both  men  and 
women  are  handfome. 

The  nevy  velfel  being  finiflied,  and  manned 
with  ten  men,  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for  the 
Sandwich  Iflands.  By  his  aiTertion,  he  difeover- 
ed,  on  his  paffage  thither,  a clufter  of  iflands, 
never  mentioned  before  by  any  other  navigator, 
and  fituated  in  latitude  eight  degrees  forty  minutes 
fouth,  and  longitude  one  hundred  and  forty  de- 
grees well.  He  circumnavigated  them  without 
going  on  fhore,  called  the  whole  group  Walhing- 
ton,  and  named  fome  of  the  iflands,  Adams,  Jef- 
ferfon,  Hamilton,  &c. 
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Captain  Ingraham,  m after  of  the  ftiip  Hope, 
of  Bofton,  faw  thefe  iflands  laft  year,  but  he 
merely  faw  them,  and  noted  their  bearings-.*  By 
Captain  Robert’s  account,  he  found  in  one  of 
thefe  iflands,  called  by  the  Indians  Novheva, 
which  he  named  Adams’  Ifland,  an  old  man, 
feventy-five  years,  of  age,  who  had  been  there  a 
great  many  years.  This  old  man  was  born  in 
Oohoona,  which  Captain  Robert  named  Mafla- 
chufetts  Ifland.  Having  coafted  along  the  fhores 
of  fome  of  them,  he  failed  for  Owhyhee,the  largeft 
of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  which  unfortunately  de- 
rives much  celebrity  from  the  death  of  Captain 
Cook,  and  where  he  arrived  on  the  27th  of 
March. 

The  manners  in  the  Sandwdch  Iflands  are 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  Marquefas  Iflands.  On 

* Captain  Jofeph  Tngraham,  of  Bofton,  commander  of  the 
brigantine  Hope,  of  Bofton,  difcovered  thefe  iflands  on  the 
19th  of  Aprii,  1791.  They  are  feven  in  number,  and  lie 
between  eight  degrees  three  minutes,  and  nine  degrees 
twenty-four  minutes  louth  latitude,  and  between  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  degrees  nineteen  minutes  and  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  degrees  eighteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from 
Greenwich.  Before  Captain  Ingraham’s  difcovery  was 
known,  Captain  Jofiah  Robert,  of  Bofton,  failed  for  the 
north-weft  coaft,  faw  the  fame  iflands,  and  gave  them  the 
names  mentioned  by  the  author.  But  the  whole  group  is 
named  Ingraham’s  Iflands,  in  honour  of  their  firft  and  true 
difcoverer. — Tranjlator . 
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account  of  the  great  number  of  fhips,  which 
touch  at  this  ifiand,  fowls  and  pigs  are  kept  here 
in  fuch  plenty,  that  fliips  may  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  them.  Captain  Robert  intended  to  fail 
hence  for  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  and 
on  his  return  to  rendezvous  in  this  ifland,  with 
his  other  veflel.  After  haying  taken  in  frefh 
water,  and  what  provifion  he  could  obtain,  he 
proceeded  to  the  above  coaft. 

Nootka  Sound  lies  in  forty- nine  degrees  thirty- 
fix  minutes  north  latitude.  The  coaft,  commonly 
defigned  by  this  name,  extends  from  forty- eight 
to  fifty-five  degrees  north  latitude.  As  foon  as  a 
fliip  comes  within  fight,  the  Indians  appear  on 
the  fhore,  and,  if  file  caft  anchor,  bring  peltry  in 
their  canoes,  which  they  know  is  the  objedl  of 
the  voyage.  The  canoes  are,  on  their  return,  ac- 
companied  by  the  flip’s  boats,  with  a certain 
number  of  feamen  and  an  agent,  appointed  by 
the  mafter,  to  conclude  the  bargain  with  the  In- 
dians. Ships  are  frequently  obliged  to  remain 
feveral  months  off  the  coaft,  before  they  can  ob- 
tain their  full  cargo. 

Captain  Robert  firft  dropped  anchor  in  Berke- 
ley’s Sound,  wiiither  Indians  from  the  Straights 
of  Fuca  brought  a great  quantity  of  furs.  His 
other  veflel,  which  drcwT  lefs  water  than  that  on 
board  of  which  he  himfelf  failed,  he  ordered  to 
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fail  into  the  bays,  to  approach  nearer  to  the  coaft, 
and  to  fend  the  produce  of  her  trade  to  his  fhip. 
The  fmall  Charlotte  Iflands,  which  lie  but  a Few 
miles  from  the  coaft,  contribute  alfo  to  this  trade, 
which  is  carried  on  with  great  fafety,  though 
Very  flowly,  as  the  inhabitants  are  of  a mild  and 
honeft  difpofition.  They  are  not  yet  very  fond 
of  fpirituous  liquors  ; they  prefer  copper  and  iron, 
elpecially  copper  in  fheets.  They  live  by  hunt^ 
ing  and  frOiing,  are  of  the  fame  complexion  as 
the  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  fea  coaft,  but  ap- 
parently lefs  hofpitable  than  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Marquefas  Iflands. 

After  Captain  Robert  had  continued  fix  or 
feven  months  off  this  coaft,  he  loft,  in  a violent 
gale  of  wind,  his  fécond  veflel,  which  was  lefs 
diftant  from  fhore  than  that  on  board  of  which 
he  was,  and  lefs  able  to  weather  the  tremendous 
ftorm.  Twelve  men  went  to  the  bottom  with 
the  veflel,  together  with  confiderable  quantities 
of  peltry  and  articles  for  exchange,  and  alfo  with 
the  plans  of  the  coaft,  which  Captain  Robert  re- 
lates he  dii  covered. 

From  Owhyhee  Captain  Robert  fet  fail  for 
Canton,  where,  in  the  manner  peculiar  to  this 
place,  but  now  generally  known,  he  bartered  his 
otter-fkins  for  tea,  rice,  lilks,  indigo,  and  nan- 
keens. The  Chinefe  merchants  are  not,  by  his 
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account,  remarkable  for  honefty,  but  very  artful, 
fo  that  you  may  be  eafily  overreached  by  them, 
if  you  be  not  on  your  guard.  The  otter-fkins, 
which,  off  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  you 
obtain  for  about  fix  dollars,  fetch  in  Canton 
twenty  dollars.  But  Captain  Robert  aflured  me, 
that  the  price  encreafes  on  the  coaft,  whence  they 
are  procured,  and  decreafes  in  China.  Otters  are 
found  between  forty  and  fixty  degrees. 

The  Englifh,  French,  and  American  fhips  pro- 
ceed no  farther  than  Norfolk  Sound,  in  fifty-five 
degrees  north  latitude  ; the  Ruffians  trade  to  the 
more  northerly  parts.  After  leaving vtraver fed  the 
Siberian  defarts  in  numerous  caravans,  they  flop 
in  Kamtfchatka,  where  they  build  fiiips,  and  then 
fail  to  the  Fox  Mands,  double  Cape  Providence, 
and  commence  their  trade  in  Loak  River.  They 
treat  the  Indian  pofleffions  as  Ruffian  provinces, 
impofe  contributions,  and  flog  or  kill  the  inha- 
bitants, if  their  propofals  of  exchange  be  not 
immediately  accepted.  Their  articles  for  barter 
are  rum,  copper,  and  tobacco  ; the  peltry  which 
they  obtain,  they  fell  to  merchants  of  Kamt- 
fchatka, who  fupply  them  with  merchandize. 
They  frequently  return  three  times,  to  fetch  peltry 
and  import  into  Ruffia  the  commodities  of  China, 
with  which  they  arrive  in  caravans,  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  three  or  four  years. 

From 
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From  Canton,  where  Captain  Robert  con- 
tinued from  the  25th  of  November,  1794,  until 
the  1 2 th  of  February,  1795,  he  failed  back  ftraight 
to  America,  after  having  loft  forne  feamen  through 
illnefs  and  indifcretion.  He  doubled  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  arrived  at  Bofton  on  the  28th 
of  July,  1795,  without  having  touched  at  any 
foreign  port  ftnce  his  departure  from  Canton. 
However  diftatisfied  Captain  Robert  is  with  this 
voyage,  yet  he  entertains,  it  feems,  the  project  of 
fetting  out  foon  on  another  for  the  fame  deftina- 
tion.  He  bears  the  character  of  a brave,  bold, 
and  prudent  feaman,  and  fpeaks  of  his  voyages  as 
a man,  who  is  perfedtly  acquainted  with  thofe 
which  wrere  made  before  his,  and  who  is  able  to 
improve  his  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of 
others. 

JOURNEY  INTO  THE  DISTRICT  OF  MAINE,  AND 
BACK  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

DEPARTURE  PROM  BOSTON JOURNEY  TO  THE  DIS- 

TRICT OF  MAINE. 

On  the  firft  projedt  I had  formed  to  defcend  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  to  vifit  Hallifax,  and  to  re* 
turn  into  the  United  States  through  the  diftridt 
of  Maine,  1 intended  to  vifit  General  Knox,  who, 
with  exquifite  politenefs,  had  given  me  in  Phila- 
delphia an  invitation  to  that  eftedl,  and  whofe 
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manfion  was  fituated  on  my  way.  On  my  arrival 
I entertained  the  fame  idea,  although  at  that  time 
the  diftriét  of  Maine  lay  rather  out  of  my  way  ; 
and  the  repeated  proofs  of  friendfhip  I received 
from  the  General  confirmed  me  in  my  refolution. 

I accordingly  embarked  with  him  for  St.  George’s 
River,  whither  he  returned  after  a four  months 
ab  fence. 

The  houfe  of  the  General  is  fituated  about  two 
hundred  miles  from  Bofton,  both  by  land  and 
water.  At  this  time  of  the  year  the  paflage  is  ge- 
nerally made  in  twenty -four  hours  ; but  peculiar 
circumftances  prevented  us  for  three  or  four  days 
from  availing  ourfelves  of  the  favourable  wind; 
and  after  thefe  impediments  had  been  removed, 
our  captain  wifhed,  as  foon  as  polfible,  to  improve 
the  firft  appearance  of  fine  wrcather.  This  was 
very  trifling  indeed,  when  he  fet  fail,  for  which 
reafon  we  were  fcarcely  able  the  firfl  evening  to 
clear  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  On  the  fécond 
day  we  w ere  forced  by  a thick  fog,  and  ftrong 
indication  of  a heavy  ftorm,  to  make  the  bay  of 
Cape  Ann.  Thefe  meafures  of  precaution,  adopted 
by  our  captain,  of  which  we  could  not  but  ap- 
prove, removed  us  forty  miles  out  of  the  ftraight 
road.  As  foon  as  the  fog  and  indication  of  a 
ftorm  had  difappeared,  wc  got  again  under  way  ; 
but  meeting  with  a dead  calm,  we  were  obliged 
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to  come  once  more  to  an  anchor,  within  four 
hundred  yards  of  our  firft  anchoring  place.  The 
wind  generally  died  away  early  in  the  morning, 
as  well  as  the  afternoon,  for  which  reafon  we 
reached  not  the  General’ s manfion  till  after.,  âpaf- 
fage  of  feventy-two  hours,  and  after  having  failed 
fifteen  miles  up  St.  George’s  River, 

CAPE  ANN,  GLOUCESTER. 

The  circumftance  or  our  being  compelled  to 
put  into  the  bay  of  Cape  Ann  afforded  me  an  op*- 
portunity  of  feeing  the  drying  of  cod  fifh.  The 
whole  coaft  of  Maffachufetts,  and  efpecially  of 
the  diftrifft  of  Maine,  is  inhabited  by  fifhermen, 
engaged  in  the  fifhery  on  the  great  fand-bank  ; 
they  bring  all  the  fifh  on  fhore,  where  they  re-? 
ceive  the  laft  dreffmg.  The  fifh  are  wafhed  as 
foon  as  they  are  taken  out  of  the  water*  and  laid 
firft  in  heaps,  that  the  water  may  run  off.  Then 
they  remain  for  two  or  three  days  expofed  to  the 
air,  after  which  they  are  placed  on  hurdles,  about 
four  or  five  feet  in  breadth,  three  or  four  feet 
above  the  ground,  and  as  long  as  the  field  on 
which  they  are  eredled,  generally  about  a hundred 
or  a hundred  and  twenty  yards.  The  fifh  are  laid 
on  thefe  hurdles,  firft  three  or  four,  one  upon  an- 
other, and,  after  they  have  loft  moft  of  the  water, 
every  fifh  feparately  ; they  are  frequently  turned^ 
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tliat  they  may  get  thoroughly  dry,  which  gene- 
rally takes  five  or  fix  days  ; at  laft  they  are  packed 
in  cafes,  prefled  down,  and  exported  either  to  the 
Weft  India  Iflands,  or  Europe. 

The  beft  fifh,  that  is,  thofe  which,  caught  in 
the  fir  ft  filhing  months,  am  fuperiour  to  the  reft 
from  their  being  dried  more  flowly,  are  fent  to 
Spain.  They  are  fold  at  double  the  price  of  thofe, 
which  are  caught  later  in  the  year,  when  the  heat 
is  more  intenfe,  and  which  are  exported  either  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  or  fome  part  of  the  continent. 
But  from  among  the  fifh  of  the  better  fort,  which 
are  deftined  for  Spain,  the  beft  are  picked  out  for 
thofe  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts,  who  are  pecu- 
liarly fond  of  fait  ftock  fifh  ; and  there  are  in 
that  county  few  families,  who  have  not,  every 
Saturday,  a good  difii  of  ftock  filh  on  their  table. 
As  to  the  ufual  partition  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
fifhery,  it  is  as  follows,  viz. 

The  fhips  employed  in  the  fifhery,  which  are 
generally  of  feventy  tuns  burthen,  are  navigated 
by  a mafter,  feven  feamen,  and  a boy.  The 
owner  of  the  fhip  has  a fourth  of  the  profit  ; the 
dryer  on  the  coaft  an  eighth,  and  the  reft  is  divided 
among  the  mafter  and  feamen,  in  proportion  to 
the  filh  they  have  caught.  The  expence  for 
candles,  wood,  bait,  and  fait  is  deduâed,  previ- 
oufly  to  the  partition  ; every  feaman  takes  care  of 
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the  fifh  he  has  caught.  A veffel  of  fixty  tons 
burthen  takes  upon  an  average  twelve  hundred 
cod  fifh,  which  are  generally  'worth  two  dollars 
and  a half  per  hundred  weight,  but  coft  at  pre- 
fent  from  five  to  fix  dollars. 

The  town  of  Gloucefter,  which  is  fituated  near 
Cape  Ann,  employs  in  the  fifliery,  at  the  great 
bank,  about  forty  or  fifty  yachts  and  brigs.  Thefe 
veflels  are  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  ten  tons  ; make  in  general  three 
voyages  in  a year,  if  they  commence  fifhing  in 
March,  and  continue  until  November,  when  the 
fifliery  terminates.  Before  the  war,  the  town  of 
Gloucefter,  though  lefs  confiderable  than  at  pre- 
fent,  employed  more  veflels  in  the  fifliery  than 
at  this  time.  This  decreafe,  which  feems  ex- 
traordinary, fince  the  number  of  flfips  built  in 
this  port  is  much  greater  now  than  at  that  time, 
originates  from  the  comparatively  greater  advan- 
tages, which  the  fliip-owners  derive  from  trade. 
But  the  number  of  towns,  which  fliare  in  the 
fifliery  on  the  great  bank,  is  alfo  more  confider- 
able than  formerly  ; fo  that  although  the  fliare  of 
Angle  places  in  the  fifliery  may  have  decreafed 
within  thefe  laft  fifteen  years,  yet  the  number  of 
thofe  that  fliare  in  it  has  greatly  encreafcd. 

Befides  the  fifliery  on  the  great  bank,  the  coafts 
of  Maflachufetts,  and  the  diftrid;  of  Maine,  futr- 
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nifti  alfo  large  quantities  of  {lock  fifh.  They  are 
neither  fo  large,  nor  fo  plentiful,  as  at  the  great 
bank  ; yet  this  fifhery  affords  ufeful  employment 
to  a confiderable  number  of  fnips,  which  proceed 
only  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  coaft,  return  home 
every  week,  and  are  not  expofed  to  the  fame  dan- 
ger as  ihips  engaged  in  the  other  fifhery,  which 
mix  their  fifh  with  thofe  that  are  caught  near 
Newfoundland, 

The  road  of  Cape  Ann  lies  fouth -weft  from  the 
Cape.  It  is  capacious  and  fafe.  On  a command- 
ing eminence  on  the  coaft,  a fort  is  now  con- 
ftrucling,  which  will  moft  effectually  proteft  both 
the  road  and  its  entrance.  Within  the  fort  a 
block-houfe  is  built,  the  lower  part  of  which 
ferves  for  a powder-magazine  ; and  that  part, 
which  is  deftined  to  be  inhabited  by  the  garrifon, 
is  built  with  fo  much  care,  that  in  all  probability 
it  will  be  bomb-proof. 

The  town  of  Gioucefter,  fituated  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay,  is  plcafant,  though  not  regular» 
It  contains  a number  of  {lores  or  {hops,  and  a 
confiderable  proportion  of  good  houfes.  Like  all 
the  other  fmall  towns  around,  it  has  an  air  of 
brifk  and  thriving  induftry. 

In  the  year  1/Q4,  commodities  to  the  value  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  were  exported  out  of  Gioucefter  ; 
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but  its  exports  for  the  prefen t year  will  fcarceîÿ 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  dol- 
lars. Its  chief  trading  intercourfe  is  with  the 
Weft  Indies. 

We  have  obtained  little  new  information  in 
the  courfe  of  our  voyage  thither.  We  came  on 
board  a veffel  belonging  to  St.  George’s  River, 
which  ufually  takes  in  its  lading  there.  The 
principal  commercial  bufinefs  of  the  province  of 
Maine  confifts  in  the  exportation  of  timber  to 
Bofton.  It  is  conveyed  in  fmall  yachts  from 
eighty  to  a hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen  : 
fometimes  brigs  and  fchooners  are  employed. 
The  yachts  are,  however,  preferred,  becaufe  they 
are  lighter  than  the  others,  and  can  be  navigated 
by  fewer  hands.  At  times  thefe  yachts  will  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk, 
Baltimore,  or  Charleftown.  From  thefe  places 
they  are  always  freighted  back  with  a new  cargo, 
by  which  the  profits  of  the  voyage  are  increafed. 
From  Bofton  they  muft  return  empty,  and  there- 
fore lefs  readily  undertake  that  voyage.  The 
clear  profits  of  a fingle  voyage  were  eft i mated  at 
fixty-fix  dollars.  One  of  thefe  vefifèls  made,  laft 
year,  fixteen  or  feventeen  voyages  ; and  the 
owner’s  neat  gains  for  that  length  of  time 
amounted  to  between  one  thoufand  and  fifty-fix 
and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twelve  dol- 
lars; 
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lars  ; while  the  coft  of  the  veflel  was  from  three 
thoufand  to  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  When  the  timber  is  uncommonly 
excellent  in  its  quality,  the  profits  are  greater. 
The  returns  are  alfo  unufually  good  from  cargoes 
of  lime,  of  which  there  begins  to  be  abundance 
found  in  the  province  of  Maine.  When  the  popu- 
lation of  this  province  lhall  have  adequately  in- 
creafed,  and  its  quarries  lhall  be  wrought  in  a 
due  proportion,  it  will  then  find  a very  ample 
fource  of  wealth  in  the  exportation  of  its  lime 
{tone. 

The  veflel  in  which  we  failed  was  dirty  and 
incommodious.  Like  the  reft  of  this  craft,  it 
was  fitted  for  the  reception* of  goods,  not  for  the 
accommodation  of  a few  cafual  paflengers.  But 
the  attentions  of  the  captain  made  every  thing 
as  agreeable  as  poflible  to  us.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  thefe  veflels  very  often  go  without  a lading, 
and  many  times  return  even  without  ballaft  ; a 
condition  of  the  fhip,  which  makes  prudence  and 
vigilance  in  the  captain  peculiarly  neceflary.  Our 
food,  during  the  fhort  voyage,  confifted  chiefly  of 
fifti,  which  we  caught  ourfelves.  Of  thefe  there 
is  on  the  coafts  fuch  plenty,  that  before  your  line 
has  been  caft  two  minutes,  you  are  fure  to  have 
a filh  on  your  hook,  which  will  weigh,  at  the 
leaft,  two  pounds,  often  not  lefs  than*  twelve 
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pounds.  They  are  of  the  fpecies  of  the  cod  fifh 
and  the  halibut  ; the  cod  fifh  are  larger,  and  worfc 
in  their  flavour  than  thofe  of  many  other  places. 
On  thefe  coafts,  efpecially  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  lie  a number  of  iflets.  At  the  mouth  of 
St.  George’s  River  there  appears  a multitude  of 
thefe  of  aim  oft  every  diverfity  of  fize  and  figure: 
fcarcely  one  of  them  is  under  cultivation.  Moft 
of  them  belong  to  the  ftate.  Thefe  coafts  are  all, 
more  or  lefs,  inhabited.  The  tide  is  faid  to  flow 
up  St.  George’s. River,  for  the  fpace  of  two  and 
twenty  miles.  To  the  diftance  of  fifteen  miles 
from  its  mouth,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  three 
quarters  of  a mile  broad.  It  there  empties  itfeif 
into  a bay  of  nearly  the  fame  breadth  ; after 
which  it  is  fuddenly  contracted  into  a bed  fcarcely 
thirty  fathoms  from  one  fide  to  the  other. 

THOMAS  TOWN.— G ENER AL  KNOX  AND  HIS 
FAMILY. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  wide  bay  ftands  the 
houfe  of  General  Knox.  From  its  front  there  is 
a truly  inter eftin g profpect  of  the  river,  for  an  ex- 
tent of  nine  tniles.  The  houfe  is  agreeably  fitu- 
ated  on  a declivity,  which  rifes  with  a gentle  ele- 
vation from  the  river-fide.  Alrnoft  all  the  adja- 
cent lands  have  been,  for  a longer  or  a fhorter 
time,  under  cultivation.  The  natural  fertility  of 
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the  foil  has  been  confiderably  improved,  and  it 
affords  pafture  to  numerous  herds  of  black  cattle 
and  flocks  of  fheep.  The  dwelling-houfes  around 
are  frequent  ; and  out  of  a hundred  that  may- 
be feenatthe  General’s  rbfidence,  there  are  hardly 
half  a dozen  log-houfes.  The  General’s  houfe 
is  a handle  me,  though  not  a magnificent  firuc- 
ture;  neatly,  if  not  fumptuoufly  furniihed  ; Suf- 
ficiently fpacious  and  convenient  for  the  accom- 
modation of  a numerous  family,  with  additional 
lodging  for  the  occafional  reception  of  feven  or 
eight  friends,  or  even  more  ; who,  however  un- 
expected their  coming,  would  not  fail  to  find 
themfelves  as  comfortably  entertained  as  they 
could  defire. 

The  General  pofTeffes,  in  right  of  his  wife,  a 
very  extenfive  landed  eftate,  which  is  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Waldo  Patent.  The  right  of  the 

O 

property  of  this  eftate  is  derived  either  from  a 
treaty  with  the 'Indians,  wdiich  was  made  towards 
the  end  of  the  lafl  century  by  the  family  of 
Waldo,  from  wdiom  Mrs.  Knox  is  a defcendent; 
or  from  a fubfequent  agreement  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  fame  family  of  Waldo.  This  agree- 
ment was  at  that  time  ratified  by  the  King  of 
England,  then  fovereign  of  this  part  of  America  ; 
and,  fince  the  revolution,  it  has  been  declared 
valid  by  the  Crate  of  Maffachufetts.  The  Gene- 
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ffl  has  acquired  likewife  a large  eftate  by  pur* 
chafe,  which  lies  contiguous  to  the  former.  He 
enjoys  both  thefe  eftates,  therefore,  under  every 
sight  of  tenure  by  which  property,  can  be  ren* 
dered  unqueftionabiy  fecufe.  Of  this  great  eftate, 
.&  thoufand  acres  have  been  inherited  from  the 
Waldoes,  the  anceftors  of  Mrs.  Knox  ; a family, 
of  which  the  male  line  is  now  extindl  : the  reft 
is  the  acquifition  of  her  hufband,  the  General. 
But,  befides  this,  a number  of  families  have,  at, 
different  times,  eftablifhed  themfelveson  Waldo’s 
Patent,  without  any  authority,  fave  that  they 
met  with  no  oppofition  in  the  attempt,  at  a time 
when  the  trad  which  remained  undivided,  was 
not  kept  under  the  particular  infpedion  of  any 
perfon,  who  might  have  prote&ed  the  rights  of 
the  original  proprietors.  Moft  of  thefe  encroachers 
have  fettled  near  the  coaft.  The  advantage  of  a 
rich  filhery  firft  drew  them  hither,  and  was  long 
their  only  fource  of  emolument.  By  degrees 
they  cultivated  feme  foots  of  ground,  befide  their 
huts.  The  foil  was  found  to  be  fertile  ; and  it 
afforded  them  an  abundant  increafc.  To  the  firft 
simple  huts  fucceeded  houfes  of  firmer  ftrudurc, 
and  a better  appearance  ; the  whole  extent  of  the 
eftate  of  Waldo’s  Patent,  along  the  fiea-coaft  and 
the  ftiore  of  St.  George’s  River,  and  for  about 
half  a mile  inland,  is  now  almeft  entirely  occu- 
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pied,  and  under  cultivation.  The  richeft  part  of 
this  territory  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  perfons  who 
have  no  juft  right  to  it.  The  value  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  foil,  and  the  advantages  of  a fitua- 
tion  fo  contiguous  to  the  river  and  the  lea~coaft, 
make  their  lot  extremely  defirable.  The  Gene- 
ral’s right  to  diipofles  the/e  intruders  is  unqpef- 
tionable.  But,  this  right  is  eafier  to  be  prôved 
than  to  be  made  effective  ; for  there  are  perhaps 
a thoufand  families  who,  if  it  were  to  be  carried 
into  force,  would  be  ftripped  of  their  pofleffions. 
Moft  of  them  are  well  aware,  that  they  came 
hither,  and  formed  their  fettlements,  without 
having  acquired  any  previous  right  to  the  lands 
which  they  chofe  to  occupy.  They  knew  not 
then,  indeed,  that  thofe  lands  belonged  to  Gene- 
ral Knox  or  to  the  Waldo  family  ; but  fuppofed 
this  to  be  an  uninhabited  territory,  formerly  of 
the  Crown  of  England,  and  fmcç,  of  the  State  of 
Maffachufetts.  The  example  of  fo  many  others, 
who  had  no  more  right  than  themfelves,  encou^ 
raged,  and  ftemed  to  authorife  them  to  fettle  at 
their  pleafure.  In  fo  doing,  they  intended  no  in- 
croachment  upon  the  property  of  the  General  ; 
and,  fince  the  commencement  of  their  refidence 
here,  they  have  improved  their  ground  by  their 
care  and  labour,  and  have  actually  beftowed  the 
better  part  of  that  which  conftitutes  its  prefent 

L 3 value. 


150  TRAVELS.  THROUGH  . 

value,  for  the  lands  adjacent  are  by  no  means  of 
equal  fertility.  Thefe  confiderations  cannot,  in*? 
deed,  inveft  them  with  a.  clear  title  to  their  poA 
feffions,  yet  give  them,  certainly,  a claim  to  in- 
dulgence. A great  proprietor,  who  ihould  pre- 
tend to  overlook  thefe  fadts,  would  defervedly 
incur  the  blame  of  bafe  and  difhoneft  felfifhnefs. 
He  might  expofe  himfelf,’  even,  while  fuccefsful, 
in  vindicating  his  rights  before  a court  of  juftice, 
to  the  general  refentment  of  the  whole  country. 
And  by  his  fucçefs,  even  his  qvpr  pecuniary  in- 
terefts  might  be  injured  in  cdnfequence  of  the 
confufion,  the  diffenfions^the  difperfion,  and  the 
clamours,  which  would,  in  fuch  a country  as  this 
enfue.  / 

Of  the  importance  of  thefe  confiderations  Ge- 
neral Knox  is  fully  fenfible  ; and  he  has  been 
guided  by  them  in  his  conduct  towards  this  nu- 
merous clafs  of  perfons  ufurping  the  poffeffion  of 
his  eftates.  None  of  them  denies  his  title.  Some 
are  willing,  on  this  account,  to  fell  him  a part  of 
their  plantations,  at  a very  low  price  ; and  with 
them  he  comes  to  an  eafy  compromife.  Others 
wifli  to  acquire  a legal  right  to  their  pofleffions  ; 
and  with  them  he  agrees,  that,  for  the  payment 
of  a fmail  fum,  they  fhall  remain  proprietors, 
each  of  a hundred  acres  of  land,  which  is  reckoned, 
in  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  to  be  a farm  fuffi- 
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cient  for  the  fupport  of  a family.  Thus  com- 
plying with  circumftances,  he  is  careful  neither 
to  attack  the  in  ter  efts  of  particular  individuals, 
nor  to  fet  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  country  ; and  the  fagacity  of  his  manage- 
ment cannot  fail  to  be,  in  the  end,  produétivç  of 
the  moft  advantageous  confequences. 

In  this  territory,  it  feerns  to  me,  that  no  perfon 
can  fail  to  thrive,  who  pqffeffes  fo  eminently,  the 
qualities  of  intelligence,  prudence,  and  activity, 
together  with  a fufficient  capital,  to  lay  out  in 
improvements, 

Thefe  neceflary  fubdivifions  of  his  eftate  can 
only  fervc  to  make  it  all  one  fcene  of  profperous 
hufbandry  and  abundant  population,  fooner  than 
the  worthy  owner  could  otherwife  have  expected. 
So  much  do  I know  of  his  character  and  talents, 
and  fo  freely  did  he  explain  his  plans  to  me,  that 
I cannot  but  hope  as  warmly,  as  I fmcerely  wifh, 
the  happieft  confequences  to  his  affairs  and  to  the 
country,  to  refult  from  them  both.  At  the  fame 
time,  it  feems  to  be  indifpenfibly  requiftte  to.  their 
fuccefs,  that  they  be  profecuted  with  unwearied 
and  unalterable  perfçverancë.  At  the  diftance  of 
Philadelphia,  and  amidft  other  hufmefs,  it  will  be 
impoffible  to  give  the  due  atterftion  to  thçir  ad- 
vancement. A refidence  on  the  fpot  is  absolutely 
neceflary.  But,  with  this,  attention  and  activity 
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cannot  fail  to  furmount  every  obftacle  ; and  the 
happieft  event  mull  infallibly  enfue.  General 
Knox  is  fully  fenfible  of  all  this  ; and  has,  there- 
fore, retired  from  that  public  bufmefs,  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  for  five  and  twenty  years  of  his 
life,  with  great  honour  to  himfelf,  and  to  which 
he  generoufly  facrificed  a part  of  his  fortune.  He 
has  even  refolved  to  decline  attending  the  winter- 
meetings  of  the  legifiature  of  the  State  of  Mafia- 
chufetts.  Thus,  from  a fuccefsful  career  in  poli- 
tical life,  he  turns  himfelf  to  augment  and  im- 
prove a fair  eftate,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
may  probably  leave  immenfe  wealth  to  his  family. 
Can  a man  know  a paft  life  of  more  agreeable 
retrofpedl,  in  connexion  with  future  profpeéts 
more  fair  and  prornifing  ? 

A MORE  PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DIS- 
TRICT OF  MAINE. 

At  prefent,  the  trade  of  St.  George’s  River  is 
neither  remarkably  brifk,  nor  very  gainful  ; and 
a dozen  petty  merchants  refident  in  Warren, 
Thomaftown,  and  Waldoborough,  are  proprietors 
of  almoft  all  the  fhipping.  The  captain  of  a fhip 
has,  commonly,  a lliare  in  the  property  of  her. 
The  merchants  have  fhops  ; and  exchange  their 
goods,  with  great  advantage,  for  provifion,  with 
which  they  are  fupplied  by  the  country-people, 

and 
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and  wood  for  exportation*  with  which  they  freight 
their  veflels.  But,  though  the  neceflities  of  the 
people,  and  the  advantage  with  which  thefe  mer- 
chants can  dilpofe  of  their  goods,  might  encou- 
rage them  to  a more  extenfive  trade  in  wood, 
they  rarely  procure  more  of  it,  in  fpring,  than 
will  ferve  their  domeftic  purpofes,  and  lade  a 
fingle  vefiel.  They  fcarcely  ever  freight  any 
number  of  veffels  wTith  this  commodity.  Their 
profits  arife  chiefly  from  the  retail  faie  of  their 
goods,  and  from  the  freight  which  they  fome- 
times  receive,  in  confequence  of  having  a fliare 
in  a fliip. 

The  reft  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  fmall 
land-holders  and  the  fhip-captains.  Every  colo- 
nift  fells,  in  winter,  a certain  quantity  of  trees, 
which  he  either  chops  up  into  billets,  or  carries 
to  the  faw-mill.  Thefe  products  of  the  country 
he  delivers  to  the  captain,  to  carry  them  to  Bof- 
ton,  and  fell  them  there  on  his  account  ; if  wrant 
of  money  do  not  oblige  him  to  difpofe  of  them 
to  the  merchants  on  the  fpot.  The  freight  of 
the  timber,  and  of  thofe  other  products  which 
the  country  adjacent  to  St.  George’s  River  affords 
for  exportation,  is  more  or  lois,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  different  articles.  It  is,  however, 
no  unufual  thing  for  the  perfons  fhipping  car- 
goes, to  agree,  that  the  captains  (hall  receive. 
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as  freight,  a fourth  part  of  the  price,  which  the 
commodities  fhall  fetch  in  the  market.  This  the 
captain  divides  with  his  owners  ; referving  to 
himfelf  one-half.  Out  of  this  he  fupports  and 
pays  the  fhip’s  crew,  for  the  voyage.  The  owner 
of  the  cargo  is  to  receive  three-fourths  put  of  its 
whole  proceeds,  It  often  happens,  that  the  clear 
profit  out  of  thefe  three-fourths  is  not  equal  to 
that  one-fourth  which  was  paid  for  the  freight. 
The  prime  coft  of  a cargo,  for  inflance,  fhall  be 
a hundred  dollars  ; it  lhail  be  fold  in  Bofton  for 
a hundred  and  eighty  dollars  : out  of  this  fum, 
forty-five  dollars  go  to  pay  the  freight  ; and  the 
clear  gain  to  the  exporter,  after  the  value  of  the 
goods  is  deduéled,  will,  then,  be  no  more  than 
thirty-five  dollars.  It  is,  indeed,  true,  that  the 
proprietors  of  thefe  fm&l|  cargoes  fupply  their 
timber  out  of  their  own  woods  ; convey  it  to  the 
fhore  upon  their  own  fledges,  drawn  by  their 
own  oxen,  at  a time  when  they  are  not  necef- 
fàrily  employed  in  other  work  ; and  reckon  no- 
thing for  their  own  labour,  by  all  which  their 
fmail  profits  are  fomewhat  enhanced.  It  is  like- 
wife  true,  that,  as  the  felling  and  removing  of 
the  trees  clears  the  ground  for  agriculture,  how- 
ever little  the  timber  may  bring,  its  exportation 
is  ftill  to  be  regarded  as  confiderably  advantageous. 

When  the  proprietor  of  the  cargo  is,  at  the 
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fame  time,  owner  of  the  veflel,  he  then  allows 
the  captain  one-half  of  the  clear  profit,  over  and 
above  the  prime  coft  of  the  commodity.  But,  of 
this,  I believe,  there  is  no  inftance  in  St.  George’s 
River.  In  that  cafe,  whether  the  goods  be  the 
produce  of  the  exporter’s  own  lands,  or  be  pur- 
chafed  by  him  for  exportation,  he  fixes  a certain 
medium  price,  which  mull  firft  be  deducted  be- 
fore the  captain  can  come  in  for  his  fhare.  When 
the  prime  coft  of  a cargo  is  four  hundred  dollars, 
and  it  is  fold  again  for  llx  hundred,  the  captain 
then  receives  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  mer- 
chant and  owner  of  the  veflel  another  hundred. 
Trifling  as  thefe  accounts  may  appear,  ftill  they 
are  by  no  means  indifferent  with  refpeci  to  our 
knowledge  of  a country  fo  new  as  this,  and  fo 
highly  calculated  to  excite  our  intereft  in  what 
concerns  it.  But,  the  trade  from  St.  George’s 
River,  as  I have  already ‘mentioned,  is  not  by  any 
means  brifk.  The  fhips,  wThich  might  take  in  a 
lading  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  days,  often 
confume  as  many  w7eeks  in  an  idle  delay,  and  are, 
even  then,  not  fully  laden. 

The  caufes  of  this  flacknefs  of  bufmefs  are  ; 
1 . The  want  of  creeks  fufficiently  deep  to  admit 
the  timber  to  be  conveyed  down  them  for  ex- 
portation, after  the  lands  more  contiguous  to  St. 
George's  River  have  been  cleared  of  woods  ; 2. 
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The  fcarcitÿ  of  good  faw-mills,  which  is  indeed 
a natural  confequence  of  the  former  difadvan- 
tage  ; 3.  The  want  of  fufficient  capitals  in  the 
hands  of  their  merchants,  which  being  employed 
with  intelligence  and  activity,  might  conquer  any 
phyfical  difficulties,  or  might,  at  1 ealb,  partially 
remove  whatever  is  now  very  unfavourable. 

General  Knox  has  projected  a canal  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  St.  George’s  River,  which,  by 
avoiding  many  rapids,  will  render  the  river  navi- 
gable for  feventy  or  eighty  miles  further  up  than 
veffels  at  prefentgo.  A great  quantity  of  wood, 
that  cannot  now  be  brought  to  be  fhipped,  would, 
then,  be  eafily  within  the  reach  of  water- carriage. 
The  canal  is  indeed  already  begun.  At  the  rapids, 
which  it  will  leave  free  from  navigation,  a num- 
ber of  faw-mills  may  be  erected.  Thefe  Mr. 
Pope,  the  ablefc  civil-engineer  in  all  America, 
has.  engaged  to  form,  and  which,  of  confequence, 
will  be  conftrudted  in  the  utmoft  perfection.  Per- 
haps this  canal,  when  cut,  may  open  a commu- 
nication with  other  flreams,  by  which  means  na- 
vigation ffiall  be  facilitated,  agriculture  improved, 
and  traffic  enriched  and  enlivened.  A magazine 
qf  wood,  of  all  forts,  might  then  be  formed,  to 
lade  the  fhips  whenever  they  fhould  arrive  in  the 
river,  and  to  meet  all  the  demands  and  {pecula- 
tions of  the  merchants.  At  prefent  there  is  not 
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a (ingle  trader  in  the  country,  who  could  Supply 
a cargo  of  wood  for  a vefTel  of  ninety  tons  burthen, 
in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  two  months.  Ship- 
building is,  in  this  river,  no  unpromifmg  branch 
of  trade.  Oak-trees  are  fo  abundant  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  thefe  may  long  fupply  fufficient 
materials,  without  there  being  any  neceffity  for 
having  recourfe  to  the  more  inacceffible  interior 
parts.  The  common  price  for  (hip-building,  in 
St.  George’s  River,,  is  ten  pounds,  or  thirty-three 
dollars  and  two  (hillings  a ton  ; all  things  being, 
for  this  money,  fupplied,  and  the  veffels  are  fold 
at  Bofton,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  pounds, 
or  from  forty  to  forty-three  dollars,  a ton.  To 
the  number  of  five  or  fix  veffels  a year  are  built 
in  St.  George’s  River.  Ships,  of  any  number  of 
tons  burthen,  can  come  as  far  up  as  the  houfe  of 
General  Knox  ; but  to  Warren,  the  limit  of  the 
influx  of  the  tide  into  the  river,  only  veffels  of 
eighty  tons  burthen  can  afeend. 

Agriculture  is,  throughout  this  territory,  but 
in  a poor  (late,  although  the  land  is  every  where 
fufliciently  fertile.  The  people  fow  but  little 
wheat,  from  a perfuafion,  that  the  climate  is  too 
cold  for  it,  fcarccly  any  Indian  corn,  and,  on  the 
whole,  but  little  oats.  The  ground  lies  moffly 
in  grafs  and  affords  excellent  hay,  among  which 
is  a wild  clover,  which  grows  thick,  and  is  of  a 
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pleafant  fragrance.  Befides  thofe  things  whibffc 
are  adverfe  to  the  improvement  of  American 
hufbandry  in  general,  the  agriculture  of  this 
region  lies  under  the  following  disadvantages  pe- 
culiar to  itfelf:  1.  The  fuccefs  of  th z fjhery, 

which  affords  abundant  means  of  Ample  fubfiffc- 
ence  to  thofe  who  choofe  to  depend  upon  it.  2. 
The  fcope  for  employment  in  ’wood-cutting , which 
yields  fmall  but  certain  daily  wages,  and  draws 
men  from  the  plough,  of  which  the  profits  return 
more  flowly,  and  with  lefs  certainty.  3.  The 
bufinefs  of  lime-burning  affords  certain,  and  not 
mconfiderable  wages,  and  thus  allures  many  of 
the  people  from  the  tillage  of  the  lands,  prema- 
turely exhaufts  their  ftrength,  enhances  their  ne- 
ceffities,  and  leads  them  into  the  fatal  habit  of 
intoxicating  themfelves  with  ftrong  liquors.  Ex- 
perience evinces,  that  thefe  three  claffes  of  people 
are  the  pooreft,  the  moft  profligate,  and  confe- 
quently  not  the  happieft.  The  diftridt  of  Maine 
might  produce,  any  where,  com  equal  to  that  of 
the  lands  round  Kingfton  in  Upper  Canada,  where 
the  fpil  is  not  better,  and  which  lies  under  the 
difadyantages  of  a more  northern  climate.  The 
tradfs  of  meadow  are  extenfive  and  beautiful  ; in 
confequence  of  which  vafl:  herds  of  cattle  may 
be  kept  in  the  country  : as  the  cattle  muff  be 
houfed  for  fix  months  in  the  year,  great  quanti- 
ties 
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ties  of  dung,  are  accumulated  ; and  the  river 
affords  alfo  a rich  and  fertilizing  flirne,  which 
might  be  fuccefsfully  employed  as  manure.  All 
thefe  advantages  tend  to  encourage  agricultural 
improvements,  and  to  render  their  fuccefs  cer- 
tain. But  the  prefent  practices  muft  firft  be 
abandoned  ; the  predominant  prejudices  muft  firft 
be  relinquifhed  ; and,  what  is  the  hardeft  tafk  of 
all,  the  people  muft  be  roufed  from  their  negli- 
gence. I was  affured,  that  the  people  who  live 
at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  inland* 
are  better  hufbandmen,  and  raife  large  quantities 
of  corn.  1 readily  believe  the  fa<ft.  Fifhing,  the 
burning  of  lime,  and  the  felling  of  wood,  are  a 
fort  of  employment  very  profitable  to  great  com- 
panies, and  to  the  pofleffors  of  large  capitals.  And 
provided  thefe  people  may  have  their  gains,  they 
little  care,  whether  men’s  morals  be  injured,  and 
the  general  improvement  of  the  country  retarded, 
by  the  purfuits  wdiich  they  encourage. 

A pair  of  oxen  coft  here  fixty  dollars  ; a cow, 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars.  Although  no  pains 
are  taken  to  improve  the  breed  of  the  cattle,  they 
are,  in  general,  good.  Land  may  be  purchafed 
very  cheap,  efpecially  from  thofe  who  apply 
themfelves  to  the  fifhery  ; for  thefe  .people  are 
often  in  difficulties . Wheat  cofts  feven  fhillings 
a bufiiel,  and  almoft  all  that  is  here  confumed. 
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is  brought  from  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  In- 
dian com  is  equally  dear  ; rye  cofts  a dollar,  of 
fix  drillings  a bufhel,  if  bought  on  the  fpot  ; the 
price  of  oats  is  two  {hillings  and  five-pence  a 
fcufhel  ; that  of  barley  fix  {hillings  ; a ton  of  hay 
may  be  bought  for  nine  dollars.  Labourers  are 
not  eafily  procured  here  ; but  they  may  be  hired 
from  the  environs  of  Bôflon.  Their  wages,  fof 
the  winter  months,  are  feven  dollars  a month  ; 
for  the  fummer-months,  ten  dollars  a month. 
All  the  milch- cows  here  are  of  the  bed:  fort. 

The  mercury  in  the  thermometer  has  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  rifen  above  feventy- 
two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  or  feventeen  one» 
fourth  of  Reaumur,  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  George’s 
River.  Its  ordinary  variations  have  been  from 
fifty  to  fifty-five  of  Fahrenheit,  or  from  eight  to 
ten  and  half  of  Reaumur.  There  has  been  much 
cold  and  rainy  weather. 

JOURNEY  TO  AND  FROM  THE  RIVER  OF 
PENOBSCOT. 

As  General  Knox’s  bufmefs  called  him  to  a 
different  part  of  his  eftates,  I took  the  opportunity 
of  accompanying  him,  in  order  to  acquire  a far- 
ther knowledge  of  the  country.  We  travelled 
along  the  Ihore  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot.  This 
bay  and  the  river  of  the  fame  Qame  are  the  ex- 
treme 
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treme  limits  of  the  trading  manufactories  of  the 
diftriCt  of  Maine  ; the  fhore  of  the  bay,  along  the 
weft  coaft,  and  that  of  the  river  for  twenty  miles, 
bound  the  territory  of  Waldo-patent.  Almoft  all 
this  tract  of  the  fhore  is  inhabited  by  perfons,  who 
have  occupied  their  lands  without  any  juft  title  ; 
fo  that  the  true  proprietors  are  excluded  from 
their  own  lands,  by  the  ufurpation  of  thefe  un- 
authorifed  fettlers.  Wood-cutting  is  the  great 
employment  of  the  people  who  dwell  along  the 
coaft  ; it  is  almoft  their  foie  employment.  The 
wood  growing  contiguous  to  this  bay  is  of  ex- 
cellent quality,  and  finds  therefore  a certain  and 
ready  fale.  A hundred  acres  of  land  will,  by  the 
fale  of  the  wood,  afford  fuftenance  to  a family  for 
a number  of  years.  In  thofe  diftriéts  through" 
which  I have  travelled  during  the  laft  five  months, 
the  wood  is  cut  down  for  the  purpofe  of  clear- 
ing the  ground  ; and  no  fooner  is  the  fm all  wood 
burnt  or  removed,  than  the  field  is  fenced  in,  and 
fown  with  grain.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the 
wood  is  fuffered  to  fpring  up  anew,  after  the  old 
trees  are  felled  ; the  turf  is  covered  with  a native 
clover,  which  grows  very  luxuriantly  among  the 
roots  of  the  trees  that  have  been  cut  down,  and 
the  fmall  wood  that  lies  fcattered  around.  This 
clover  affords  forage  for  fheep  and  black  cattle, 
which  the  owner  of  the  ground  turns  out  to  gra2e 
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upon  it.  A flight  fence  enclofes  his  garden,  the 
little  potatoe  ground  within  which  his  houfe 
ftands.  There  is  no  other  fort  of  enctoiure  in  ufc 
among  thefe  people.  Upon  all  thefe  lands  in  ge^ 
neral,  there  has  been  very  little  labour  of  cultiva- 
tion employed  ; but  the  foil  is  almoft  every  where 
fertile,  and  better  in  quality  than  that  in  the  vici- 
nity of  St.  George’s  River.  It  is  fuch,  that  thefe 
illegal  occupiers,  after  cutting.  down  the  fineft 
trees  on  one  piece  of  ground  adjacent  to  the 
iliore,  frequently  difpofe  of  this  firft  fettlement  ; 
and  removing  to  another,  which  they  occupy 
without  purchafe,  clear  it  in  the  fame  manner, 
by  cutting  down  and  felling  off  its  wood.  Pur- 
chafers  give  no  great  price  for  thefe  lauds,  know- 
ing, that  the  title  to  the  pofleffion  of  them  is  not 
valid,  unlefs  it  fhali  be  confirmed  by  General 
Knox.  They  buy  the  lands  at  lefs  than  the  fair 
évalue,  from  thofe  illegal  occupiers  who  are  willing, 
to  relinqtiifli  them,  expecting  to  fell  them  again 
with  advantage,  after  making  fome  fuitable  ar- 
rangement with  the  General  ; and,  in  this  ex- 
peéfation,  they  are  rarely  difappointed. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Penobfcot-  is  one  of 
the  moft  agreeable  profpeâs  that  the  eye  caft 
enjoy.  The  bay  is  very  extenfive,  and  is  inter- 
fperfed  with  numberlefs  iflets  of  various  magni- 
tudes, moft  of  which  are  inhabited.  It  is  but 
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leldom  that  any  confiderable  number  of  vefTels  is 
to  be  feen  in  this  bay. 

Camden  was  the  firft  flage  at  which  we  halted. 
By  the  Indians,  and  often  even  by  its  prefent  in- 
habitants, this  place  is  named  Myganticock. 
'Squire  Glavery,  at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped,  is 
one  of  thofe  illegal  pofTeflbrs  of  lands,  whom  in 
ftricffc  juflice  General  Knox  might  difpoffefs.  But 
various  circumflances  concur  to  induce  the  Ge- 
neral to  confirm  his  right,  and  grant  him  a title 
to  his  pofleflion,  upon  the  payment  of  a fhilling 
an  acre.  He  lives  near  a fmall  creek,  at  the 
mouth  of  a little  river.  He  occupies  both  fides 
of  this  river,  and  has  ereéled  twTo  mills  upon  it, 
By  thefè  he  gets  a great  deal  of  money  ; though 
the  whole  eflablifhments  of  his  bufmefs  {land 
upon  ground,  which  he  well  knows  do  not  be- 
long to  himfelf.  He  is  now  building  a fchooner 
of  a hundred  and  twenty  tons  burthen,  which 
cofls  him  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a ton.  He 
keeps,  likewife,  a fhop  ; and  is  the  only  perfon 
in  thefe  parts  that  carries  on  any  confiderable 
trade  ; though  even  what  he  does,  in  this  way,  is, 
for  the  prefent,  but  trifling.  Camden  river  is, 
with  difficulty,  navigable  by  vefTels,  for  the  fpace 
of  three  miles,  from  its  mouth  up  to  a certain 
pool  of  extraordinary  dèpth,  in  its  channel.  For 
a fmall  expence,  the  difficulties  which  obflruft  its 
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navigation  might  be  removed,  and  it  might  be 
rendered  navigable  for  the  fpace  of  a mile  higher 
up  than  the  pool  ; though  it  is  not  there  of  fuch 
width  as  to  admit  of  any  great  advantages  being 
derived  from  its  navigation.  It  is,  however,  pro- 
bable, that,  when  this  country  fhall  be  in  a better 
ftate  of  population,  what  is  now  regarded  as  im- 
poffible,  will  appear  to  be  void  of  difficulty  ; and 
when  the  river  fhall  be  rendered  navigable  for  a 
greater  diftance  up  its  ftream,  the  improvement 
cannot  fail  to  be  in  various  refpeéts  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  adjacent  inhabitants. 

From  Camden,  we  proceeded  to  the  next  ftagt 
at  Ducktrap- creek,  and  there  halted.  Captain 
Alma,  who  pofïefTcs  both  fides  of  the  river,  fet- 
tled here  about  feven  or  eight  years  ago,  with 
the  General's  permiffion.  'His  brother  and  him- 
felf  had  ferved  as  officers  in  the  army,  without 
acquiring  any  provifion  for  themfelves,  fave  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a fettlement  upon  fome  unap^ 
propriated  lands.  They  arc,  at  prefent,  mer- 
chants, owners  of  lands  which  they  have  bought, 
proprietors  of  veifds,  matters*  in  fhort,  of  a good 
fortune,  -which,  in  the  progrefs  of  life  and  butt- 
nefs,  they  will,  doubtlefs,  coniiderably  augment. 
The  intelligence  and  activity  of  thefe  two  bro- 
thers, have  not  yet  been  directed  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  eftates.  Thefe,  like  almoft  ali  the 
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other  lands  upon  the  bay,  lie  entirely  without 
cultivation.  The  natural  grafs  affords  fufficient 
hay  for  winter- forage  to  the  few  cattle  which 
they  maintain.  They  live  in  different  houfes,, 
but  arc,  in  every  undertaking,  equally  interefted. 
Captain  Alma,  whom  we  faw,  refides  conftantly 
in  America,  and  manages  all  their  joint  concerns 
m this  place.  His  brother  undertakes  voyages  in 
a vcffcl  belonging  to  them,  to  England,  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  in  the  coafting  trade.  He  went 
lately  with  a cargo  of  wood  to  Liverpool.  Its 
prime  coft  was  fix  hundred  dollars  ; and  the  price 
for  which  it  may  be  fold  at  Liverpool,  may 
amount  to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars. 
Bolide  this  foreign  trade,  which  the  brothers 
Alma  prefer  to  the  coafting- trade,  they  are  alfo 
engaged  in  the  fiftiery,  they  build  fhips,  and 
they  fpeculate  in  land-jobbing.  They  introduce 
as  many  new  fettlers  as  poffible  into  the  diftridl 
■of  Maine  ; and  this  they  can  do  with  the  greater 
advantage,  as  they  ftand  very  high  in  favour  with 
General  Knox,  the  only  legal  owner  of  all  this 
territory.  1 obtained  the  following  particulars  of 
information  from  Captain  Alma,  and  another  in- 
habitant of  this  diftriél.  1.  The  price  of  fhip^ 
building  for  veffels  of  a larger  fize,  at  Ducktrap, 
is  forty  dollars  a ton  burthen  for  veffels  exceeding 
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two  hundred  tons  ; and  from  twenty  to  thirty 
dollars  a ton,  for  fuch  as  are  of  fmaller  fize.  2, 
The  wages  to  the  mailer- carpenter,  are  a dollar 
and  a half  a day  ; to  the  others,  only  one  dollar  ; 
and  they  are  all  fupplied  with  victuals,  at  a fepa- 
rate  expence  to  their  employer.  3.  The  fifhery 
on  the  coafl  is  carried  on  by  almofl  all  the  mer- 
chants on  the  bay,  with  veffeis  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  tons  burthen.  The  captain  has  from  the 
owners  of  the  veffel,  lines,  ropes,  provifion,  'coffee* 
and  receives  one- half  of  the  profits  of  the  fifhery. 
The  fifh  are  dried  on  the  Fox-Mands,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  of  Pcnobfcot.  A fixteenth 
part  goes  to  the  people  who  have  the  charge  of 
this  part  of  the  bufmefs.  The  fifliing  will  yields 
in  a fummer,  fixty  dollars  of  profit  to  the  fhip- 
owner.  His  yefiel  coils  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  This  fifhery  is  altogether  diflind  frorr| 
that  of  falmon,  of  which  a great  number  frequent 
the  bay  in  the  beginning  of  thp  hammer.  Almoft 
all  of  the  floek-fifh  is  pürçhafed  by  the  planters 
in  the  back-fettlements,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
a barrel;  the  remainder  being  exported  to  the 
Weft-Indies.  Foreign  trade  is  reckoned  to  be 
twice  as  profitable  as  the  coafling-trade.  5.  The 
price  of  wood  of  all  forts  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
in  St,  George’s  River;  the  only  difference  of  price 
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arises  from  there  being  a greater  or  a fmaller 
quantity  ready  for  exportation,  at  any  particular 
time,  in  either  of  the  two  places. 

In  building  veffels,  they  make  the  beams, 
which  fupport  the  deck,  from  the  trunk  of  the 
fpruce-fir  ; taking  care  that  thefe,  and  fome  other 
parts  which  are  framed  of  this  timber,  have  a 
fufficient  thicknefs  of  wood,  and  be  fufficiently 
ri  vetted  together.  The  reft  of  the  veffel  is  madp 
of  oak  planks,  procured  from  a different  part  of 
the  country.  It  is  but  about  three  years  fince 
the  fpruce-fir  was  firft  ufed  in  building  fhips  in 
this  bay.  The  lhip-builders  affirm,  that  it  is 
improvement  to  the  veffels  ; but  I am  inclined  to 
think,  that  the  want  of  oak,  or  rather  a fcarcity 
of  this  high-priced  timber,  has  beeq  the  chief 
caufc  of  this  innovation.  They  here  affure  us, 
that  the  timber  of  the  fpruce-fir,  when  ufed  in 
this  way,  is  found  to  be  very  ftrong  and  lafting*; 
and  confidering  how  little  profit  is,  at  prefent,  to 
be  derivecl  from  building  with  fo  expenfive  a tim- 
ber as  oak,  the  greatefi:  advantages  may  refult 
from  employing  in  fiiip-building  a fpecies  of 
trees,  which  have  been  hitherto  left  to  rot  neg- 
lected upon  the  ground.  As  a proof  of  the  fitnefs 
of  fpruce-fir  for  fhip-building,  they  farther  men- 
tioned to  us,  that  fome  of  thefe  trees,  which  had 
been  felled  ten  years  ago,  and  had  b,een  expofed 
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ever  fince  that  time  to  the  fun  and  weather,  were 
found  at  this  time  to  be  as  frefh  and  found,  as  if 
they  had  been  but  newly  cut  down. 

The  planks  of  the  body  of  the  Chip,  to  the 
water’s  edge,  are  often  made,  inftead  of  oak, 
rather  of  beech -wood,  or  of  the  wood  of  the  black 
birch,  which  is  reckoned  equally  hard  and  good. 
The  keel  is  of  the  wood  of  the  beech,  of  the 
fttgar-maple,  or  of  another  fpecies  that  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  rock-maple.  With  thcfe 
forts  of  wood,  there  is  not  above  a fifth  part  of  the 
whole  fhip  made  of  oak,  in  order  that  the  expence 
maybe  as  moderate  as  poffible.  When  Ifpeakof 
oak,  I mean  the  grey  oak  ; the  red  oak  is  not  much 
efteemed  for  fhip-building  ; and  the  white,  the 
beft  of  all,  does  not  grow  here.  The  fhip-bnilders 
maintain,  that  the  faccharine  particles  of  the 
beech,  the  black  birch  or  the  maple,  are  very  fçr- 
viceable  for  the  prefervation  of  iron,  which  the 
faline  particles  of  the  oak  are  apt  to  confirme. 
And  inftead  of  ufing  tallow  for  thofe  purpofes  in 
fhip- building  to  which  it  has  been  ufually  ap- 
plied, all  the  fhip-carpenters  in  America,  now 
rather  make  ufe  of  train-oil,  very  plentifully  laid 
on.  But  this  oil  is  a product  of  the  filhery,  and 
is,  befides,  one-fifth  cheaper  than  fait  ; lo  that 
it  may  be  doubted,  whether  the  true  reafon  be 
not  rather  its  cheapnefs,  than  any  fuperior  fitnefs 
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In  the  oil,  which  makes  it  to  be  preferred  for 
thefe  ufes.  By  thefe  means,  however,  the  ex- 
pence of  fhip-building  has  been  reduced,  within 
the  laft  three  or  four  years,  to  half  of  what  it  for- 
merly was,  to  the  great  emolument  of  thofe  per- 
fons  who  purfue  this  branch  of  manufacture. 
Yet,  is  this  manufacture  not  carried  on  in  all  the 
extent  which  it  might  very  well  attain.  The 
only  caufe  of  this  is  the  prefent  poverty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  parts.  When  this  is  confi- 
dered,  it  muft  rather  appear  fiirprifmg,  that  there 
Ihould  have  been  fo  much  already  done  in  it. 

A little  river,  which  is  navigable  by  fmall  vef- 
fels,  for  a mile  upwards  from  its  mouth,  empties 
itfelf  into  the  creek  of  Ducktrap,  and  there  drives 
a,  faw-mill  of  moderate  fize,  the  property  of 
MefTrs.  Alma.  I w^as  not  a little  furprifed  to  fee 
men  fawing  great  blocks  of  timber,  clofe  by  this 
mill  ; but,  fuch  is  the  practice  throughout  Ame- 
rica ; and  it  is  owing  to  the  prefent  imperfection 
ôf  the  faw-mills.  Two  or  three  other  mer- 
chants, befide  Meflrs.  Alma,  are  alfo  engaged  ift 
the  coafting  trade  ; but  the  tranfaCtions  of  thofe 
others,  is  comparatively  inconfiderable. 

Draught-oxen  coft,  here,  feventy  dollars  a pair  ; 
a cow,  twenty-eight  dollars;  a fheep,  ten  or 
twelve  ihillings.  They  are  purchafed  from  the 
planters,  whofc  ncceffities  oblige  them  to  fell.. 
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The  breed  of  the  cattle  is  tolerably  good.  Sheep 
are  bought  at  a very  low  price,  from  the  ifland  of 
Marthawine,  on  the  coaft  of  Maffachufetts  ; and 
thefe  fiieep,  though  of  fmall  fize,  are  found  to 
afford  a very  good  breed,  after  they  have  had  a 
year’s  keeping  in  the  diftriél  of  Maine. 

After  a poor  fupper,  and  an  indifferent  night’s 
lodging  with  Captain  Alma,  who,  however  opu- 
lent, continues  to  live  in  a miferable  log-houfe, 
without  fuitable  fupplies  of  bread,  mm,  fugar,  or 
even  flefii  ; we  renewed  our  journey  along  a very 
bad  road,  which,  however,  was  not  quite  fo  bad 
as  the  roads  of  the  diftridl  of  Geneffee.  We  foon 
reached  Little-river,  another  fmall  lire  am  run- 
ning into  Penobfcot,  which  is  not  more  navigable 
than  that  of  Ducktrap,  but,  like  it,  drives  a fmall 
fa  w- mil].  A few  folitaries  dwell  about  this  bay, 
.almoft  every  one  of  whom  is  owner  of  a fmall 
hilling  boat,  which  is  navigated,  in  the  fifhing, 
chiefly  by  himfelf  or  his  children.  Their  land 
ties,  like  that  of  all  their  neighbours,  totally  un- 
cultivated. The  whole  fliore  is  occupied  by  fuch 
imall  fihermen,  who  are  miferably  lodged,  mifer- 
ably clothed,  and  miferably  fed. 

The  townfhip  of  Belfaft,  adjoining  that  of 
Little-river,  is  better  fettled,  than  that  through 
which  we  laft  paffed.  The  houfes  are  better,  and 
are,  even  in  fome  inftances,  painted  ; the  lands 
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have  been  brought  into  a better  condition.  This 
territory  was  fold  thirty  years  ago,  by  the  family 
of  Waldo  ; and  its  prefent  {fate  of  fuperior  im- 
provement feems  to  evince,  that  the  uncertainty 
of  the  pofleffion  of  thofe  who  have  fettled  in 
other  townfhips,  muft  be  the  chief  reafon  that 
occafions  them  to  leave  their  lands  fo  deft itute  of 
culture.  A river,  that  is  at  the  mouth  about  a 
mile  broad,  but  navigable  for  only  three  miles 
upwards,  here  falls  into  a creek,  much  larger  than 
any  one  that  we  had  hitherto  feen.  We  were 
to  pafs  this  river  at  a place  where  the  accefs  is 
extremely  difficult.  The  ferry-boat  is  very  fmall, 
and,  for  horfes,  very  inconvenient.  We  were 
waiting  for  it  a whole  hour,  and  thought  our** 
fljves  fortunate  in  reaching  the  oppofite  bank, 
when  the  wind  became  boiftcrous,  the  tide  rofe 
higher  in  the  river,  and  our  horfes  were  grow- 
ing very  unruly.  The  General’s  negro  conduced 
over  two  of  the  horfes,  fwimming.  Confider- 
able  mountains  rife  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
bank  of  the  river.  Thefe  mountains  were  the 
higheft  I had  yet  feen  in  this  traéf  of  the  country. 
The  ground  interjacent  between  them  and  the 
river’s  edge  is  cleared;  not  a. flump  remained, 
and  trees  lay  flattered  on  the  fur  fa  ce.  I thought 
the  meadowTs  to  be  the  beft  I had  feen,  for  a long 
while.  In  this  townfhip  of  Belfaft  is  a church, 
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the  only  one  in  all  the  Waldo-patent.  The 
roads  become  here  better,  both  becaufe  the  foil 
is  firmer,  and  becaufe  they  are  more  carefully 
repaired  here,  than  elfcwhere. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  throughout  almoft  all 
the  diftridt  of  Maine,  the  rivers  and  creeks  flow 
with  a ftraight  courfe  into  the  fea,  with  a longer 
or  fliprter  length  of  progrefs,  in  which  they  are* 
in  few  inftances,  augmented  by  any  auxiliary 
ftreams.  The  only  exceptions  from  this  general 
character  are,  as  far  as  I know,  the  rivers  of  Kern 
nebec,  Penobfcot,  and  Union  : there  are,  I think* 
no  other. 

We  flopped,  at  night,  at  the  houfe  of  a pcr- 
fon  of  the  name  of  Nicholsoist,  a farmer  and 
landholder  of  fome  eminence.  He  has  lived  for 
thefe  four  and  thirty  years  in  Profpedt,  a townflfip 
which  lies  along  the  coaft,  and  is  contiguous  to 
Belfaft.  He  pofifefles  nearly  eighty  acres  of  land, 
that  has  been  cleared,  and  five  of  thefe  in  a ftate 
of  good  cultivation.  Thefe  are  partly  in  tillage^ 
and  partly  in  the  ftate  of  meadows.  He,  this 
winter,  felled  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood, 
and  between  one  and  two  hundred  large  trees  ; 
his  Ions  caught  cod-fifh  and  falmon  to  the  quan- 
tity of  about  one  hundred  barrels  ; his  daughters 
ipun  the  wool  of  the  Iheep,  and  made  clothes  for 
the  whole  family;  they  make  flioes  likewife  of 
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the  hides  of  the  cattle  flaughtered  for  fale,  for 
all  who  belong  to  the  houfe.  He  is  content  with 
his  lot,  and  is  full  of  the  ordinary  prejudices  of 
all  the  old?  ignorant  hufibandmen  of  the  diftridt 
of  Maine,  But  this  is  the  worft  that  can  be  faid 
of  him.  He  thinks  it  impoffible,  that  wheat 
fhould  grow  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  believes 
that  even  barley  and  rye  'will,  at  the  belt,  grow 
but  indifferently.  Fie  accordingly,  fows  as  fnuch 
rye  and  Indian  corn  as  is  requifite  for  the  ufe  of 
his  houfehold.  Of  this  they  make  a fort  of  foft 
bread,  which  is  the  ordinary  food  of  the  people 
in  this  neighbourhood,  but  which,  in  other  places, 
would  be  given  to  the  dogs.  Upon  all  that  con- 
fidcrable  extent  of  land,  which  he  has  cleared  of 
wood,  he  keeps  only  twenty  head  of  black  cattle, 
including  cows,  calves,  and  bullocks  ; and  from 
twenty  to  five  and  twenty  fheep.  One  of  his 
fine  acres  of  meadow  yields  annually  fixty  hun- 
dred-weight of  hay,  which  is  rich  with  a mix- 
ture of  natural  clover,  and  is  more  than  he  needs 
for  the  ufe  of  his  cattle,  which  for  more  than  fi# 
months  in  the  year  muff  be  kept  in  ftalls  in  the 
houfe.  He  plants  an  acre  annually  with  potatoes  ; 
the  produce  is  often  four  hundred  bulb  els,  and 
even  in  lefs  plentiful  years  at  leaft  two  hundred 
and  fifty  bufliels.  Potatoes  find  a ready  fale 
throughout  the  diftrid:  of  Maine,  at  the  rate 
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of  one  fhillirig  and  fixpence  or  two  fhilîings  à 
bufhel. 

His  land  is  excellent.  His  ftieep,  of  which  he 
might  keep  ten  times  as  many  as  he  does,  but 
which  he  is  not  defirous  to  augment,  are  fine,  and 
afford,  at  the  annual  {hearing,  fleeces  weighing 
each  fix  pounds.  That  portion  of  it,  which  is 
not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  the  family,  is  fold  at  the 
rate  of  a fhilling  a pound,  and  though  it  were  in~ 
ferior  in  quality,  would  not  fail  to  fetch  an  equal 
price.  After  all,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee,  how  old 
Nicholfon  can  have  acquired  the  reputation  of 
being  a good  farmer.  To  me  he  appears  to  differ 
from  the  reft,  only  in  poffeffing  a greater  extent 
of  ground  at  a fmaller  price,  without,  however, 
making,  in  any  degree,  a better  ufe  of  what  he  has. 

There  is  no  fiiip-building  carried  on  in  this 
townfhip  of  Profpeft  ; there  belong  to  it  only 
fome  of  thofe  decked  yachts,  which  are  ufed  in 
the  fifhery. 

The  general  buftnefs  of  the  inhabitants  is 
wood-cuttipg.  An  able  w ood-man  will  cut  down 
two,  or  oven  three,  cords  of  wood  in  a day.  The 
pfual  price  is  feven  ftiiîlings  à cord.  It  cofts 
about  a third  part  of  the  value  for  the  conveyance 
of  this  wood  to  the  fhore.  One  who  has  no  oxen 
of  his  own  can  earn,  therefore,  ten  ftiiîlings  a daÿ; 
he  may  earn  fourteen  ftiiîlings,  if  he  can  convey 
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the  wood  he  cuts  down  to  the  fhore.  This  is 
diffident  to  make  thefe  people  carelefs  of  agri- 
culture  and  hufbandry.  More  diftant  profpe&s 
of  intereft  are  too  weak  to  engage  them  ftcadily 
in  agricultural  induftry. 

Thofe  who  neither  fell  their  own  wood,  nor 
convey  it  to  the  fhore,  pay  two  drillings  a cord 
to  the  labourers  for  cutting  it  down,  and  as 
much  for  its  carriage  to  where  it  may  be  fhipped. 
After  this  they  have  ftill  to  themfelves  a profit 
of  half  a dollar  a cord.  An  acre  of  ground,  that 
is  well  wooded,  will  afford  fixty  of  thefe  cords. 
So  they  pocket,  even  in  this  Cafe,  a gain  of  thirty 
dollars  an  acre  upon  their  wood.  This  informa- 
tion will  not  be  without  its  ufe,  to  perfons  who 
may  think  of  purchasing  lands  in  the  diftrid  of 
Maine.  The  growing  deficiency  of  wood,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bofton,  and  all  along  the  coaft,  muff 
foon  enhance  the  market-price  of  that  which  re- 
mains io  be  cut  in  thefe  parts. 

Our  next  ftage,  after  we  left  farmer  Nieholfon, 
Ivas  Brigadier's  Ifland.  This  ifle,  with  all  the 
others  which  are  not  above  three  miles  from  the 
other  fhore,  belong  to  the  eftate  of  Waldo-patent. 
It  is  inhabited  by  feven  families,  among  whom: 
it  is  parcelled  out  into  fo  many  different  farms. 
Thefe  families  have  felled  the  wood  around  the 
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whole  Aiore  of  the  ifiand,  and  ufed  that  which 
covered  the  interior  parts  according  to  their  do- 
meftic  neceflities  and  conveniencies^  To  obtain, 
full  poffeffion  of  this  ills,  General  Knox  has  offer- 
ed to  the  feven  families,  by  whom  it  is  now  oc** 
cupied,  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  dollars, 
in  land  and  ready  money*  if  they  will  peaceably 
relinquifh  it  to  him. 

This  ifle  is  acceffible  from  the  land  by  a pafe 
fage  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  in  length* 
which  is  dry,  when  the  tide  has  ebbed.  It  af- 
fords excellent  palture  for  both  great  and  fmall 
cattle,  ând  is  qualified  to  repay,  in  an  adequate 
manner,  all  the  pains  that  might  be  employed 
upon  it  by  a fkilful  and  induftrious  hufbandmam 
The  {tones  found  at  the  furface  afford  reafon  for 
thinking,  it  contains  marble,  date,  and  iron. 
The  fituation  is  favourable  for  trade.  General 
Knox’s  interefts  draw  his  attention  particularly 
towards  the  ifland,  as  being  in  the  centre  of  his 
pofleffions.  It  is  his  objed  to  clear  this  ifle  for 
the  purpofe  of  maintaining  in  it  a Aieep-ftock, 
For  one  month  in  the  year  thefe  flieep  muft  be 
houfed  ; and  he  intends  to  build  a proper  flail  for 
this  ufe.  He  is  of  opinion,  that  by  redding  there 
he  may  obtain  confiderable  fums  of  money* 
owing  to  him  for  land  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
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try,  which  he  is  willing  to  cede  to  its  prefent 
pofleflors  at  a price  below  its  real  value,  to  avoid 
all  trouble  and  deputation. 

Mr.  Griffin,  one  of  the  prefent  inhabitants, 
is  building  a brig  of  eighty-five  tons  burthen, 
which  he  intends  for  the  coafling-trade.  It  will 
coft,  when  fit  for  fea,  to  the  amount  of  two  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  about 
thirty  dollars  a ton.  He  has  bought  almoft  all. 
the  timber  neccffary  for  his  purpofe  in  Penobfcot 
River,  as  there  was  none  of  fufficient  growth,  for 
this  ufe,  remaining  upon  Brigadier's  Ifland. 

The  townfhip  of  Crankford  was  the  laft  place 
in  Waldo-patent  that  General  Knox  intended  to 
vifit.  We  halted  at  the  houfe  of  an  old  farmer, 
named  Colonel  Schultz.  He  pofTefies,  with 
the  permifiion  of  the  General,  three  farms  lying 
on  Penobfcot  River,  about  ten  miles  inland  from 
its  mouth.  Though  but  an  indifferent  farmer, 
he  had  fet  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  common 
prejudices  againft  wheat.  He  fowed  fome  acres 
with  it,  which  yielded  him  a return  of  fifteen 
bufhels  an  acre.  This  year  his  wheat  is  fmutty  ; 
the  grain  is  final! , gray,  and  light,  not  yielding 
above  a tenth  part  of  the  ufual  proportion  of  meal. 
He  raifes  likewife  good  Indian  corn,  the  return 
of  wThich  is  at  the  rate  of  twenty  bufhels  an  acre. 
But  his  ploughing  is  flight  ; he  lays  on  little 
Vol.  IL  N manure  ; 
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manure  ; nor  can  the  quality  of  the  foil/ nor  the 
fituation  of  his  grounds,  be  commended.  His 
potatoe-fields  yield  much  the  fame  increafe  as 
thofe  of  farmer  Nicholfon.  He  has  been  fettled 
here  for  thefe  eight  and  twenty  years  ; yet,  out 
of  three  hundred  acres,  wdiich  he  poffeffes,  has 
not  brought  more  than  five  and  twenty  under 
culture. 

But  a fmall  quantity  of  cod  is  caught  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bay,  or  in  Penobfcot  Kiver.  In 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  all  hands  are  em- 
ployed in  the  falmon-fifhery.  They  are  often 
taken  with  the  harpoon,  but  more  commonly 
with  nets,  while  the  tide  ebbs.  The  inhabitants* 
in  particular,  of  one  fmall  trad:  of  land,  which 
juts  out  into  the  fea,  derive  great  profit  from  this 
fifhery.  It  is  there  ufual  for  a fmgle  family  to 
take  in  a feafon  from  ten  to  fixty  barrels  of  faB 
mon,  weighing,  each  barrel,  two  hundred  pounds, 
and  fetching  in  the  market  the  price  of  eight  dol- 
lars. The  fiiore  of  Brigadier’s  Bland  is  famous 
for  the  plentiful  captures  of  falmons  upon  it. 
For  feme  years  this  fifhery  has  been  lefs  fuecefs? 
fuî  than  formerly.  It  has  hitherto  been  very 
little  fortunate  in  the  prefent  year.  For  this 
failure  the  Indians  are  blamed,  who  live  a hun- 
dred miles  higher  up,  on  the  banks  of  Penobfcot 
Riven  They  are  wont  to  fifh  every  day  in  the 
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year,  which  hinders  the  neceflary  annual  renewal 
of  the  numbers  of  the  falmons.  The  Americans, 
on  the  contrary,  are  accuftomed  to  refrain  from 
fifhing  for  two  whole  months  in  the  year  toge- 
ther, and  always  upon  Sundays. 

Thefe  Indians  dwell  in  a pleafant  village  by 
the  river  fide.  They  live,  like  the  reft  of  the  In- 
dians, without  making  regular  yearly  provision 
for  the  fupply  of  their  wants,  but  approach,  in 
their  manners,  fomewhat  nearer  to  civility.  They 
belong  to  a tribe,  which  the  French  Miffionaries 
almoft  converted,  or,  at  leaft,  fuppofed,  that  they 
had  converted,  to  the  Catholic  religion.  This 
territory  falling  afterwards  into  the  pofteffion  of 
Britain,  and  fince,  of  the  American  States,  the 
Catholic  religion  ceafed  to  be  preached  to  the 
Indians  at  the  expence  of  the  government.  At 
prefent  there  lives  a French  prieft  among  them, 
from  whom  they  have  learned  the  dodtrine  of 
tranfubftantiation  ; but  neither  the  duty  and  ad- 
vantage of  temperance,  nor  the  principles  and 
practice  of  agriculture,  nor  the  injuftice  and  folly 
of  wafting  the  beft  means  for  the  fupport  of  the 
country  by  deftroyingthe  lalmons  at  an  improper 
feafon.  Thefe  Indians  bring,  every  year,  a large 
quantity  of  beavers,  otters,  foxes,  and  raçopn 
Ik  ins,  for  fale  to  the  merchants,  on  the  river. 

N 2 Thefe 
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Thefe  {kins  are  purchafed  at  a very  low  price  ; 
and  they  receive  mm  in  exchange. 

Penobfcot  River  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  tide 
rifes,  that  is,  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  miles  from 
its  mouth.  For  fmall  boats  it  is  acceffible  to 
the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  higher  up.  On 
its  courfe  it  waters  feveral  beautiful  diftriéls  of 
country  filled  with  wood,  and  runs  out  into  many 
creeks  ; all  of  which  are  fufficient  to  drive  a num- 
ber of  mills.  Up  to  the  limit  of  the  rifing  of  the 
tide  its  banks  are  inhabited.  After  advancing 
along  them  to  a certain  diftance,  you  enter  the 
territories  which  ftill  pertain  to  the  Indians. 

The  veffels  belonging  to  this  river  are  not  more 
than  twenty,  of  which  two  are  employed  in  the 
trade  to  Europe.  Thefe  two  belong  to  Mr. 
Treat,  a merchant,  who  has  his  principal  place 
of  refidence  near  that  part  of  the  courfe  of  the 
river,  above  which  the  tide  ceafes  to  rife  ; and 
poiTeffes  feveral  ftorehoufes,  at  different  diftances, 
along  the  river  s fide.  In  the  fpace  of  ten  years, 
during  which  he  has  lived  here,  he  has  acquired, 
in  trade,  a confiderable  property.  The  reft  pur- 
fue  the  coafting  trade,  or,  in  the  years  in  which 
this  does  not  promife  fuccefs,  a trade  with  the 
Weft  India  Iflands.  From  all  that  I could  learn, 
I am  led  to  think,  that  timber  of  all  forts  may  be 
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had  cheap  here,  as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of 
the  diftriét  of  Maine  which  I had  occafion  to 
vifit.  Ship-building  is  here  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
fix  dollars  and  two- thirds  a ton.  During  this 
whole  year  there  have  not  been  more  than  five 
built  in  the  river.  The  want  of  capital  is  the 
only  reafon  why  fo  little  is  done  in  this  branch  of 
bufinefs.  It  is  true,  that,  on  account  of  the  pre- 
fent  war  in  Europe,  the  expence  is  now  much 
greater  than  it  formerly  was;  but,  in  the  pre- 
ceding years,  when  the  expence  was  fmaller,  the 
number  of  veflels  built  was  not  more  confiderable. 

The  whole  townlhip  of  Belfaft  lies  within  the 
county  of  Hancock.  A great  part  of  it  is  ftill 
inhabited  ; and  its  whole  population  does  not 
exceed  ten  thoufand  fouls  upon  a diftriél  of  eleven, 
thoufand  four  hundred  fquare  miles  in  extent. 
Penobfcot  is  the  capital  town. 

Wafhington,  a county  lying  fomewhat  more 
to  the  north,  and  bordering  upon  the  poffeffions 
of  the  Britifh,  poffeffes,  on  a wider  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, a population  of  more  than  three  thoufand 
inhabitants. 

Penobfcot  is  ftill  known  by  the  Indian  name 
of  Bagadus.  The  exportation  from  it  is  not  con- 
fiderable. The  value  of  thefe  exports  amounted, 
in  the  year  1791*  to  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-four  dollars  ; in  the  year  1792,  to  eight 
N 3 thoufand 
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thoufatid  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars;  irl 
1793/ to  nineteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  dollars;  in  17Q4,  to  five  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars;  in  179,5, 
to  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine 
dollars  ; reckoning  the  year  from  the  beginning 
of  Oétober,  to  the  end  of  September. 

I believe  that  Penobfcot  River  is  very  juftly 
deemed  the  moft  favourable  fituation  for  the 
commerce  of  this  province.  It  may  be  fafely 
affirmed,  that  any  company  or  individual  pof- 
feffing  a confiderable  capital,  and  knowing  how 
to  lay  it  out  in  improvements,  and  in  the  trade 
naturally  conneded  with  this  fituation,  might 
fettlt  here  with  no  fmall  advantage.  A confi- 
derabie  number  of  vefifels  might  be  built,  if  all 
the  wood  from,  the  lands  were  appropriated  to 
this  ufe,  and  if  every  day  were  carefully  dedicated 
to  incefiant  induftry.  The  faw-mills  would  ren- 
der the  wood  of  great  value  ; and  it  would  quickly 
be  feen,  that  the  prefent  faw- mills  are  fufceptiblfc 
of  improvement,  which  would  render  them  much 
more  profitable  than  they  now  are  : particularly 
in  the  cutting  of  fhingles,  and  in  breaking  the 
bark  of  the  ipmee-fir,  as  is  now  done  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Bofton  for  the  ufe  of  the  tanners,  there 
might  be  great  improvement  made.  In  winter 
the  vefifels  might  be  freighted  with  mules  and 
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horfes,  reared  here/  for  the  ufe  of  the  Weft  India 
ides  ; for  thefe  animals  will  be  bred  here  in  very 
great  numbers,  when  example,  and  a certainty 
of  advantageous  fale,  fhall  have  duly  encouraged 
the  planters  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  farming. 
Salt-fifh,  too,  either  procured  by  purchafe  from 
others,  or  by  keeping  fifhing  veffels,  would  find  a 
good  market  in  the  Weft  India  ifles.  Thefe  ifles 
might  be  fupplied  âlfo  with  cattle  from  this  pro- 
vince, as  it  is  capable  of  producing  prodigious' 
numbers  of  them.  Another  produit  for  the  fame 
exportation  is  corn,  which  will  infallibly  afford 
great  profits  to  this  country,  wffen  once  a fpirit 
of  agriculture  ill  all  have  been  fufticiently  excited 
throughout  it.  In  this  manner  might  fuch  a 
company  or  individual,  as  was  above  alluded  to, 
gradually  clear  the  land  of  its  wood,  and  bring  it 
into  a good  ftate  of  cultivation,  while  its  export- 
able produits  would  afford  a good  income,  and 
the  example  would  be  of  infinite  utility  to  the 
whole  country.  Beftde  all  this,  there  fhould  be 
a fhop  or  two  furnifhed  with  the  ufual  articles  for 
the  confumption  of  the  country  ; for  fuch  (hops 
as  I have  already  had  occaflon  to  notice,  prove 
extremely  lucrative  to  thofe  who  employ  a num^ 
ber  of  labourers.  The  confequence  would  be  the 
fpeedy  acquifition  of  a large  fortune  by  the  com-* 
pany  or  individual  by  whom  thefe  meafures  fhould 

4 be 


/ _ ■ ■ / ""  m 

184  ' M-ÂVÊ LS  THRÔUèH 

be  purfued.  The  increafc  of  their  meàns  %èuîd 
naturally  enlarge  their  concerns,  and  render  them 
more  profitable. 

Exportation,  the  grand  fourcc  of  profit  to  a 
great  landholder/  both  on  account  of  the  prefent 
advantage  which  it  yields,  and  becaufe  it  tends 
to  enhance  the  prices  of  all  commodities,  is  more 
neceflary  in  the  province  of  Maine,  than  in  many 
other  places.  The  emigrants  make  little  reforfc 
to  this  province.  The  diftridt  of  Geneflee,  and 
the  back  parts  of  Penniylvania,  Kentucky,  and 
all  the  weftern  parts  where  the  climate  is  milder, 
the  foil  more  fertile,  and  the  land  cheaper,  are 
naturally  preferred.  The  difference  between  the 
abundant  population  of  Geneflee,  which  w~as, 
within  thefe  laffc  ten  years,  in  the  pcfleffion  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  fcanty  number  of  families,  fcat- 
tered  throughout  the  province  of  Maine,  of  which 
the  greater  part  was,  an  hundred  years  fince,  re- 
duced into  a colonial  territory,  is  an  undeniable 
proof  of  the  truth  of  what  is  here  affirmed,  which 
ought  certainly  to  have  its  weight  with  the  great 
landholders  of  this  province.  It  may,  indeed,  be 
reafonably  expected,  that  there  will  be  a gradual 
influx  of  fettlers  into  this  region,  from  the  great 
increafe  of  the  population  of  Maffachufetts.  The 
wilds  of  Maine  maty  be  thus  at  length  inhabited  ; 
and  then  the  value  of  land  will  rife,  and  there 
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will  bean  increafe  of  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial induftry,  to  the  great  advantage  both  of 
the  land-owners  and  the  merchants. 

In  fome  places,  labourers  are  procured  pretty 
eafily  ; and  the  wages,  for  any  confiderable  time , 
together,  are  there  at  the  fame  rate,  as  in  the  dif- 
Uriels  beyond  Bofton,  already  defcribed. 

The  country  is  healthful,  though  much  colder 
than  the  great  landholders  are  willing  to  allow. 
Fogs  and  rains  are  more  frequent  here  than  in  the 
more  fouthern  parts  of  America.  The  maritime 
fituation  of  the  province  of  Maine,  contributes, 
no  doubt,  to  increafe  the  humidity  of  its  atn  o- 
fphere.  The  perpetual  dampnefs  on  the  fea  coaft 
produces  a greater  occafton  for  warm  and  con- 
fiant fires  there,  than  in  the  interior  parts.  But, 
however  rigorous  the  climate,  it  is  fufficiently 
favourable  to  the  production  of  maize,  and  of  ex- 
cellent hay.  Nor  is  there  any  juft  reafon  for  fup- 
pofing,  that  wheat  and  other  grains  would  not 
thrive  in  it,  if  carefully  cultivated. 

Life  is  ufual'ly  long  and  healthy  in  this  pro- 
vince. It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  old 
men  of  the  age  of  eighty,  or  ninety  years,  though 
the  general  condition  of  the  people  be  but  mifer- 
able,  at  leaft  in  that  part  of  the  country  through 
which  I accompanied  General  Knox.  Save  the 
brothers  Almas,  we  found  none  who  could  be 
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faid  to  be  even  moderately  intelligent»  They 
are  univerfally  poor,  or  at  lead:  live  as  if  they 
were  fo  in  an  extreme  degree.  The  habitations 
are  every  where  poor,  low  huts.  Every  where, 
you  find  a dirty,  dark-coloured  rye-meal,  and  that 
not  in  fufficient  quantity.  The  fort  of  frefii  meat 
to  be  feen  on  any  table,  is  that  of  lambs,  which 
are  killed,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  procuring 
a good  diili,  as  to  prevent  the  fheèp-ftock  from 
becoming  more  numerous  than  is  defired.  In 
fhort,  of  all  America,  the  province  of  Maine  is 
the  place  that  afforded  me  the  worft  accommo- 
dation. And,  confidering  how  little  reafon  I 
found  to  praife  the  accommodations  of  many 
other  places;  what  1 have  now  faid  of  Maine 
muff  be  regarded  as  an  affirmation,  that  the  con- 
dition of  human  life  in  that  place  is  exceedingly 
wretched. 

The  common  drink  here,  and  throughout  all 
America,  is  grog,  or  a mixture  of  water  with 
rum  or  whifky.  It  is  made  alfo  with  gin  or 
brandy,  but  not  in  thefe  parts. 

A fort  of  beer,  made  from  the  twigs  of  the 
fpruce-fir,  is  like  wife  drunk  here.  Molaffes,  and 
occafionally  maple-tree  fugar,  are  joined  with 
the  fpruce  twigs,  in  brewing  this  beverage. 

Here  is  alfo  another  fort  of  beer,  much  like 
the  former  ; but  it  is  brewed  from  the  young 

twigs 
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twigs  of  the  birch*  inftead  of  thôfe  of  the 

ipruce-fir. 

Both  thefe  liquors  are  very  common  in  Maf- 
fachufetts  and  in  Canada.  Many  people  are 
fond  of  them  ; to  me  they  are  difagreeable. 

All  the  fettlers  in  Waldo-patent*  a very  few 
excepted,  occupy  lands  to  which  they  have  no 
juft  right.  But  they  are  of  two  different  claffes  ; 
of  which  one  confifts  of  perfons  who  have  fettled 
here  by  the  permiffion  of  the  General  or  his 
ftewards*  and  are  to  pay  a certain  purchafe- 
money  at  a future  time  ; but  the  others  neither 
afked  nor  obtained  any  fuch  permiffion.  The 
condition  of  the  former  may  appear  to  be  more 
fecure  than  that  of  the  latter.  But  then  this  laft 
clafs  is  fo  much  the  more  numerous,  that  the 
General  will  probably  find  it  neceffary  to  treat 
them  all  alike.  All  acknowledge  that  they  mult 
pay  a certain  rent  or  purchafe-money  ; but  nei- 
ther do  they  offer  ready  money,  nor  fix  any  pre~ 
cife  time  for  payment.  The  General  encounters 
all  the  perplexity  and  difficulties  of  this  bufineff 
with  the  firmeft  fteadinefs,  and  the  moft  extraor- 
dinary patience. 

PRICE  OF  WOOD  IN'  THE  PROVINCE  OF  MAINE. 

I was  induced  to  form  the  following;  table  of 
the  prices  of  different  forts  of  timber  in  different 

places 
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places  of  this  province,  by  confidering  that  it 
might  become  hereafter  a matter  of  fome  curi- 
ofity  to  compare  the  future  variations  in  the 
price  of  wood,  with  that  for  which  it  is  fold  at 
this  prefent  time. 

I have  added  a view  of  the  prices  of  other 
products  of  this  province,  according  to  the  moft 
complete  and  accurate  information  that  I could 
obtain.  This  alfo  will  ferve  for  a fixed  point  in 
the  fcale  of  the  variations  of  price,  which,  thefe 
products  may  hereafter  undergo. 

1 have  given  like  wife  a view  of  the  expences 
and  the  returns  of  a late  voyage  of  a fchooner 
to  England,  which  was  communicated  to  me 
by  Colonel  Schultz. 


PRICE 


Wood  for  fuel  cofts  one  dollar  a cord.  * Thefe  boards  are  one  inch  thick,  and  eleven  inches  broad.  f The  planks  are  twice  the 

thicknef*  of  the  boards.  J The  Ihingles  are  either  of  oak  or  fir.  § Claw-boards  are  fir-deals,  four  feet  long,  and  four  inches  broad. 

They  are  ufed  to  cover  framed  wooden  houfes.  ||  Clear-boards  are  deals  without  knot.  The  ton  of  thefe  is  forty  feet  long,  and  one 

foot  thick  j if  lc£g  thick,  it  mull  be  longer,  **  Thefe  are  of  oak,  but  in  Pcnobfcot  River  of  alh. 
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ISO 

Expences  and  returns  of  a voyage  performed 
by  the  Dolphin  fchooner,  of  Cufiiing,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
tons  burthen.  Captain  Bayenton,  commander, 
in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  1795,  in 
the  fjpace  of  three  months  wanting  five  days  ; 
from  Camden  to  Liverpool,  and  front  Liverpool 
back  to  Bofton. 

Dollars.  Dollars,, 

Expenditure  by  the  merchants 

freight  — — —440 

Captain’s  wages  for  the  voyage  1ÔÔ 
Pilot’s  wages,  twenty  dollars  a 

month  — — — 60 

Four  failors,  eighteen  dollars  a 

month  — — - — I92 

Provifions  — ^ — — 120-r-  97% 

P rime  Coft  of  the' Cargo  at  Camden . 

100  tons  of  oak,  at  three  dollars  a 
ton  _ — — 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  eight  dollars 

a thoufand  — — r 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  fix  dollars  a 
thoufand  feet  — — < 

Duties  paid  in  England  — 

Occasional  expences  — — 


300 

112 

12 

225 

156—  ijrsa 
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Purchafed  in  England . 

Dollars.  Dollars. 

42  tons  of  fait,  at  three  fhillings 

and  four  pence  fterl.  — — 

331 

272  bufhels  of  pit  coal,  at  three 

pence  fterl.  a bufhel 

14 — 345 

Duties  on  the  fait  at  Bofton 

420 

Total  expenditure 

2548 

Receipts  of  the  Merchants ’ Sales  at  Liverpool , 

4000  feet,  or  100  tons  of  oak,  at 
three  fhillings  a foot,  or  twenty 


dollars  a ton  t-—  - — 

2000 

14,000  oak  ftaves,  at  forty-three 

dollars  a thoufand  — — - 

630 

2000  feet  of  deal,  at  forty-five  dol- 

Jars  — — — 

Q0~ 

- 2720 

Sales  at  Bojlon. 

420  tons  of  fait,  at  four  dollars,  85 

2068 

2/2  bufhels  of  pit  coal  ~ 

96- 

- 2164 

Total  receipts 

— 

4884 

Total  expenditure 

— 

2548 

Clear  profit  to  the  merchant 

2336 

This 
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This  great  profit  is  not  to  be  fo  furely  reckon? 
ed  upon,  as  if  the  fame  cargo  for  the  returning  j 
voyage  were  always  to  be  eafily  obtained  in  Eng- 
land. Yet  it  affords  certain  data,  from  which 
may  be  inferred  what  a confiderabie  benefit  thi^ 
foreign  trade  affords  in  return  for  a moderate  ex- 
penditure. 

But  I repeat,  that  this  country  is  ffill  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  in  a languid  and  cheerlefs  infancy. 
The  taxes  are  much  heavier  than  in  any  newly 
fettled  country  I have  as  yet  vifited.  Mr.  Schultz, 
by  whom  I am  informed  of  the  fadl,  pays  twenty 
dollars  a year.  , Among  thefe  taxes  is  one  for  the 
fupport  of  fohools,  though  no  fchools  have  hitherto 
been  eftablifhed. 

FARTHER  OBSERVATIONS  CONCERNING  THE  PRO» 
VINCE  OF  MAINE. 

There  is  no  houfe  for  religious  worihip  in  this 
province,  neither  in  the  diflriéi  of  Belfaft,  nor  in 
Penobfcot.  Penobfcot  is  the  only  town  in  thefe 
parts,  and  it  confifts  of  near  a thoufand  houfes. 

À poor  preacher  lives  in  thefe  parts,  who  has  only 
a very  few  hearers,  to  whom  he  preaches  at  dif- 
ferent places  every  fécond  Sunday,  and  who  pay 
him  at  the  rate' of  four  dollars  each.  Through- 
out all  America,  the  building  of  a new  church, 
for  every  parochial  diftrieff  is  confidered  as  a very 

burthenfome 
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burtliënfome  expence.  Here,  therefore  the  peo- 
ple rather  pay  a certain  confi  deration,  leaving  thé 
preacher  to  find  a houfe  for  hinifelf.  The  young 
I people  of  both  fexes,  however,  efpeciaily  the 
| young  women,  are  very  dcfirous  of  a church,  in 
i which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  af- 
i femble  every  wreek,  and  to  difplay  their  perfons 
and  their  drefs.  In  New  England  they  refrain^ 
on  Sunday,  with  w'eak  fuperftition,  even  from 
the  moft  harmlefs  fports.  But,  it  is,  in  truth, 
becaufe  it  affords  them  an  opportunity  of  going 
! from  home,  and  meeting  with  their  neighbours, 
that  thefe  people  are  fo  fond  of  vifiting  the  church. 

There  is,  in  this  country,  a great  lack  of  medi- 
cal practitioners,  at  leaf!:  of  perfons  whofe  fkill  is 
w orthy  of  the  name.  The  people  arc  not  here 
either  fumciently  numerous,  or  fufficiently  opu- 
lent, to  make  it  eligible  for  ikilful  furgeons  or 
phyficians  to  fettle  among  them.  The  furgeon’s 
employment  is  exercifed  at  prefent  by  people 
w ho  are  engaged  in  other  purfuits,  and  therefore 

make  this  but  their  occafional  bufinefs,  and  wrho 

. * 

i arc  fo  ignorant  as  fcarcely  to  know  how  to  let 
blood  with  fafety  to  the  patient.  In  the  ftate  of 
Maflachufetts,  any  perfon  is  at  liberty  to  affume 
the  profeffion  of  medicine  at  his  pieafure  ; and 
it  is  certainly  a difgrace  to  the  legiflature,  that 
the  health  and  lives  of  thefe  fimple  and  credu- 
Vol.IL  O loua 
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Ions  people  fliould  be  in  fuch  a manner  expofed 
a prey  to  ignorance,  impudence,  and  quackery. 

When  General  Knox  had  accomplifhed  his 
bufmefs,  we  went  on  board  the  fchooner,  which 
I mentioned  above,  hoping  that,  within  four 
hours,  we  fliould  reach  the  General’s  houfe.  It 
was  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  when  we  went 
on  board,  and  the  wind  was  favourable.  But 
the  wind  fliifted  on  a fudden,  the  weather  be- 
came ftormy,  our  progrefs  was  confiderably  in- 
terrupted, and  we  lay-to  till  the  ftorm  wTas  over. 

Next  morning  we  found,  that  we  could  not 
yet  make  way,  and  therefore  retired  again  to  an- 
other creek,  about  fix  miles  nearer  than  the  for- 
mer to  the  place  to  which  we  were  going,  but 
{till  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  where  we  were  to 
take  our  way  for  St.  George’s  River.  The  wea- 
ther was  now  fair,  and  General  Knox,  who  is  not 
at  all  fond  of  navigation,  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  go  on  Aiore,  alluring  me  that  we  fliould 
be  able  to  procure  horfes  from  Captain  Alma* 
which  would  quickly  carry  us  to  St.  George’s 
River.  We  were  not  far  from  Ducktrap.  Upon 
our  arrival  at  the  Captain’s  houfe,  we  wrere  en- 
countered by  new  difficulties.  We  had  to  wait 
for  our  own  horfes,  wffiich  were  coming  under 
the  care  of  the  poft  ; and  this  happened  to  be  the 
only  place  in  all  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which 

the 
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the  travelling  of  the  poll  is  fomewhat  retarded 
by  the  frequency  of  the  plantations.  The  horfes, 
whofe  arrival  was  expected  to  be  about  noon, 
came  fix  hours  later.  We  were  thus  obliged  to 
pafs  the  night  in  a dirty  houfe  ; and,  in  the  mean, 
time,  the  wind  had  changed,  and  our  fchooner 
was  gone  on  her  way,  much  farther  than  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  conduét  us  to  the  end  of 
our  journey.  Thefe  inconvenient  occurrences 
were  fufficiently  difagreeable  to  me  ; for,  having 
fo  far  to  travel,  I had  now  rather  too  little  time 
remaining  for  my  fubfequent  journey  ; and  I had 
withed  to  fpend  fome  fhort  time  longer  with 
General  Knox  and  his  family. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  THE  HOUSE  OF  GENERAL 
KNOX. 

On  the  3d  day  of  October,  four  and  twenty 
hours  after  our  arrival  at  St.  George’s,  I was 
obliged  to  fet  out  for  Bofton.  I had  experienced 
fuch  friendly  entertainment  from  General  Knox 
and  his  family,  that  it  was  with  real  concern  I left 
them.  They  did  not  treat  me  as  a ftranger,  but 
with  the  kind  and  eafy  attentions  which  are  paid 
to  one  who  is  at  once  a relation  and  a friend. 
Mrs.  Knox  is  a lady,  of  whom  you  conceive  ftill 
a higher  opinion,  the  longer  you  are  acquainted 
with  her.  Seeing  her  at  Philadelphia,  you  think 

O 2 of 
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of  her  but  as  a fortunate  player  at  whift.  At 
her  own  houfe  in  the^  country,  you  difcover  her 
to  poffefs  wit,  intelligence,  a good  heart,  an  ex- 
cellent underftanding.  In  the  country,  Mifs 
Knox  lays  aiide  her  exceffive  timidity,  and  you 
admire  alike  her  beauty,  wit,  and  cheerfulnefs* 
As  for  Mrs.  Flunker,  you  find  her  interefting  at  a 
firft  acquaintance,  and  no  lefs  fo  upon  a longer 
familiarity.  I fay  nothing  of  the  General.  I have 
already  faid  he  is  one  of  the  worthiefi:  men  I have 
known  ; cheerful,  agreeable,  valuable  equally  as 
an  excellent  friend  and  an  engaging  companion. 
With  a heart  warmly  grateful  for  fo  much  kind- 
nefs,  I took  my  leave  of  this  worthy  family; 
and  gratitude  is  the  mod  pleafmg  feeling  of  which 
my  prefent  fituation  leaves  me  capable.  The 
whole  family  faw  me  depart,  with  the  fame  kind 
concern,  as  if  I had  been  a near  relation;  and  per- 
haps nothing  could  be  more  intereftingly  affedT 
ing  than  this  fcene. 

From  St.  George’s  to  Warren  the  fettlers  are 
not  numerous.  This  diftridt  extends  to  Thomas- 
town,  where  the  General  refides.  About  twenty 
houfes  Hand  at  the  place,  beyond  which  the  tide 
ceafes  to  rife.  There  are  two  or  three  fawing- 
mills,  corn-mills,  and  waulk- mills,  two  or  three 
{hops,  and  twro  or  three  fmall  merchants.  The 
river  there  ccafes  to  be  navigable,  on  account  of 

a num- 
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a number  of  rocks  that  rife  in  the  midft  of  its 
channel.  A canal  is  to  be  cut  here,  with  the 
General’s  permiffion,  by  which  the  river  wrill  be 
made  navigable  for  fixty  or  feventy  miles  farther 
than  at  prd'ent.  It  may  be  cut  without  any  very 
confiderable  difliculty,  ,and  will  prove  of  the 
greateft  advantage  to  the  General  and  his  pof- 
terit y.  The  foil  is  moderately  good,  but  its  cul- 
tivation is  neglefted.  The  back-parts  I have  not 
feen  ; but  all  the  fettlers  who  live  contiguous  to 
the  river,  if  they  can  fell  their  wood,  think  not, 
any  more  than  the  reft  throughout  the  province 
of  Maine,  of  applying  themfelves  to  the  tillage 
of  their  grounds,  and  the  improvements  of  hus- 
bandry. 

WALDOBOROUGH;  BROABBAY;  NOBLEBOROUGH ; 

NEWCASTLE. 

The  next  diftridl  is  Waldoborough.  It  is  a 
German  feulement,  formed  forty  years  ago  by 
Brigadier-General  Waldo.  Three  years  after- 
wards, he  brought  hither  fome  German  families, 
and  afligned  to  each  of  them  one  hundred  acres 
of  ground.  It  is  in  a ftate  of  profperity.  The 
families,  which  were,  originally,  forty  in  number, 
have  increafed  to  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Fifty 
other  planters,  Irifh,  Englifli,  and  Americans,  live 
alfo  here.  But,  it  is  requifite  for  thefe  to  under- 
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ft  and  German,  as  this  is  the  language  commonly 
fpoken  throughout  the  diftridt  : though  all  the 
German  inhabitants  read  Englilh,  and  have  the 
laws  and  the  proceedings  of  their  courts  ofjuftice 
in  that  language.  The  German  is,  however,  the 
common  language  of  trade,  and  of  familiar  inter- 
courfe. 

Broadbay  is  formed  by  an  arm  of  the  lea  which 
here  advances  inland.  A fmall  river,  the  courfe 
of  which  is  for  feme  thirty  miles,  falls  into  this 
bay.  Like  the  other  rivers  of  this  territory,  it 
is  not  navigable.  Trees  may  be  floated,  fmgly, 
down  the  ftream,  but  in  no  other  way,  from  the 
diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  above.  The  in-* 
terior  extremity  of  the  bay  lies  about  ten  miles 
inland.  Three  or  four  veflels  are  annually  built 
here.  To  this  place  belong  eight  fiiips,  of  which 
only  three  carry  three  malls.  Thefe  are  almoft 
all,  either  the  property  of  the  merchants  of  Wif- 
caflet  and  that  neighbourhood,  or  elfe  are,  at 
leaft,  annually  freighted  by  thofe  merchants.  An 
Irifli  merchant,  who  has  refided  for  thefe  feveral 
years  in  Waldoborough,  does  bufmefs  in  this  way, 
on  his  own  account,  and  with  good  fuccefs.  A 
cargo  of  wood  can  be  quickly  procured  at  Waldo- 
borough ; but  the  price  is  here  fomewhat  higher, 
than  in  St.  George’s  River,  or  the  Bay  of  Pe? 
nobfeote 
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The  buildings  are  fituated  on  the  declivity  of 
the  hills  ; on  the  edges  of  the  bay  ; and  are  pretty 
numerous  ; but  are  fmall,  and  make  as  fdrry  an 
appearance  as  any  I have  lately  feen.  The  qua- 
lity of  the  foil  is  moderately  good.  From  fifteen 
to  eighteen  bufhels  of  maize,  twenty  bufhels  of 
barley,  fifteen  bufhels  of  rye,  is  the  ordinary  pro- 
duce from  an  acre  of  ground  ; three  hundred 
bufhels  is  the  ufual  encreafe  of  potatoes  from 
one  acre.  Each  family  keeps  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  head  of  cattle.  The  fear  of  the  bears 
and  wolves,  which  are  numerous  in  thefe  parts, 
does  not  hinder  thefe  people  from  driving  out 
their  cattle  to  feed  in  the  woods.  Though  one 
part  of  the  herd  fhould  be,  to-day,  devoured  by 
the  beafts  of  prey  ; the  reft  would,  neverthelefs, 
be  driven  out,  to  feed  in  the  woods,  to-morrow  : 
but  fuch  accidents  are  rare.  There  is  no  in- 
ftance  of  children  having  been  attacked.  I my- 
felf,  in  my  journey  of  this  day,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a mile  from  Waldoborough,  faw  a bear 
of  a confiderable  fize,  running  acrofs  the  road. 

I purfued  him  on  horfeback,  without  leaving  the 
road,  and  he  ran  away  with  great  fpeed. 

Broadbay  is  the  boundary  of  Waldo-patent, 
and  the  centre  of  Waldoborough.  The  houfes 

C 

of  this  laft  place  lie  fcattered  around  the  bay,  the 
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environs  of  which  are  much  more  populous  than 
the  territory  through  which  I had  travelled 
hitherto.  I was  told,  that,  feme  miles  1 inland, 
both  the  foil  and  the  hixfbandry  are  better,  and 
the  fettlements  more  numerous. 

Waldo-patent  lies  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
The  county-courts  are  held  at  Hallowed,  Pow- 
nalborough  and  Waldoborough.  Thomaftown, 
where  General  Knox  refides,  lies  alfo  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  which,  however,  does  not  extend  be- 
yond BelfafL 

Nobkborough,  the  next  townfliip,  is  much 
more  populous  than  the  laft,  and  exhibits  great 
diverfity  in  the  appearance  of  its  houfes,  and  the 
wealth  or  poverty  of  its  different  inhabitants. 
This  diftridt  has  likewife  its  Bay  of  Damafcobay, 
which  extends  ten  or  twelve  miles  inland.  A few 
toifes  from  the  mmoft  point  of  this  bay,  is  a,  lake 
of  frefh  water,  notlefs  than  fifty  miles  in  the  ex- 
tent of  its  area.  Such  lakes  are  frequent  through- 
out this  part  of  the  country.  They  abound  in 
fifh,  of  which,  however,  the  inhabitants  make 
no  ufe.  The  quantity  is  net  fufficient,  to  make 
it  an  objedt  of  trade,  to,  fait,  and  carry  them  to 
market  ; and  thefe  people  are  too  negligent,  to 
fifh  for  the  fupply  of  their  own  tables.  There 

are 
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are  fome  fhips  built  in  Damafcobay;  and  of  thefe 
the  greater  part  are  employed  by  the  merchants 
ofWifcaffet. 

The  diftridt  of  Newcaftle  has,  likewife,  a bay  ; 
or  rather,  is  interfered  by  the  river  Steepfent, 
which  runs  by  WifcalTet.  At  Newcaftle,  this 
river  is  acceftible  for  fhips  of  burthen  : it  admits 
fmall  veflels,  for  fome  miles  farther  up.  There 
are  two  fhips  at  prefent  in  building  at  Newcaftle. 
You  crofs  the  river  by  a ferry,  which  is  conveni- 
ent and  fafe.  A bridge  is  about  to  be  built  here  ; 
and  the  ferryman  is  much  lefs  concerned  for  the 
probable  lofs  which  it  will  occafion  to  him,  of 
his  prefent  income,  than  pleafed,  that  he  is  to 
be  thus  releafed  from  that  inceffant  watchfulnefs 
and  toil  of  the  ferry. 

The  road  along  which  I,  this  day,  travelled, 
was  rugged,  obftrudfed  by  rocks  and  roots  of 
trees,  often  miry,  palling  over  great  inequalities 
of  ground,  and  worft  in  the  woods,  through  which 
a great  part  of  it  led.  Worthy  General  Knox 
conducted  me,  eight  miles  on  my  journey,  and 
directed  me  to  the  dwelling  of  an  honeft  Ger- 
man, a furgeon,  who,  in  favourable  years,  gains 
lrom  fixty  to  eighty  dollars  by  his  pradtice,  and 
who  told  me,  that,  for  twenty  miles  round,  there 
is  no  other  medical  pradlitioner.  This  honeft: 
man  accompanied  me,  till  I was  no  longer  in 
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danger  of  wandering  from  the  way  ; and  refufed 
to  receive  money  for  my  dinner,  which  I ear- 
neftly  offered  him.  He  has  fix  children,  all  mar- 
ried, and  a fmall  farm  of  forty  acres,  which,  as 
he  told  me,  is  not  very  well  cultivated.  But,  he 
fays,  he  has  enough,  and  does  not  covet  riches. 
He,  on  a former  year,  remitted  three  hundred 
dollars  to  Philadelphia,  to  procure  a German 
minifter,  to  whom  he  now  pays  thirty  dollars  a 
year,  beiides  his  juft  fhare  of  the  congregational 
contribution.  On  the  whole,  this  man  is  an  ec- 
centric character. 

WiSCASSET. 

Mr.  Lee,  whom  I faw  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Knox,  had  afked  me  to  take  my  lodging  at  his 
houfe,  when  I xhould  come  to  Wifcaflet.  I did 
fo.  He  is  a lawyer  ; and  he  appeared  to  me,  to 
be  one  of  the  heft  employed  ones  in  the  whole 
country.  Pie  has  an  elegant  houfe  ; is  a very 
worthy  man  ; gave  me  a kind  reception  ; and 
exprefled  his  concern  that  his  wife,  who  went 
lately  on  a vifit  to  Bofton,  was  not  at  home,  to 
make  my  entertainment  better. 

Wifcaflet,  fltuated  on  the  bay  of  Penobfcot,  is 
the  firft  place  in  the  province  of  Maine,  in  which 
any  confiderable  bufmefs  is  tranfafted.  The  mer- 
chants are  not  very  rich,  but  they  are  very  nu- 
merous ; 
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merous  ; and,  as  I have  already  mentioned,  pro- 
prietors of  aim  oft  all  the  veflels  which  fail  from 
the  neighbouring  creeks  and  bays.  Some  indivi- 
duals among  them  poffefs  to  the  number  of  fix 
or  feven  Ihips.  They  hire  out  for  freight,  thofe 
which  are  not  required  for  the  carriage  of  their 
own  traffic  ; and  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe 
affords  great  fcope  to  this  carrying-trade  of  the 
Americans,  which  they  find  to  be  very  profitable, 
though  not  without  its  rifles.  Mr.  Swan  of  Bof- 
ton  has  hired  a great  quantity  of  tonnage,  for  the 
purpofe  of  exporting  corn  and  flour  to  France. 

There  belong  fifty  fhips  to  Wifcafiet.  Ten  of 
thefe  fail  to  Europe,  on  account  of  merchants 
living  in  this  place.  They  export  the  produits  of 
the  country,  and  bring  back,  in  return,  to  Bofton, 
foreign  goods,  for  which  there  is  no  fale  in  the 
province  of  Maine. 

Wifcaffet  lies  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles 
from  the  fea  ; and  for  this  reafon,  there  live  but 
few  of  fhip-mafters  at  this  fmall  port.  Thefe 
people  have  their  dwellings  along  the  coaft.  They 
would  lofe  half  their  prefent  gains,  if  they  fettled 
at  any  diftance  from  it.  This  town  is  pretty  com- 
pact, and  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes,  fome  of  which  arc  very  handfome.  In 
the  year  1789,  the  whole  traffic  of  this  diftriil 
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was  carried  on  in  thirty-five  veffels,  which  did 
not  carry,  in  all,  above  two  thoufand  and  ninety 
tons.  In  179-5,  and  not  later  than  the  10th  day 
of  Odlober,  the  number  of  fhips  regiftercd  was 
one  hundred  and  two,  and  their  tonnage,  nine  . 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-four  tons. 
Thefe  fadls  evince,  to  what  an  extraordinary 
pitch,  even  the  foie  bufinefs  of  &ip -building  is  . 
capable  of  advancing  the  trade  and  opulence  of 
the  people  of  thefe  parts.  The  exports  amount- 
ed, in  the  year  1/91,  to  thirty-five  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fixty-two  dollars  ; in  the  year  1 792, 
to  thirty-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dollars;  in  1793,  to  thirty-fix  thoufand 
four  hiindred  and  eighty-three  dollars;  in  1794, 
to  thirty-two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  ; in  1 795,  to  thirty-four  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  dollars.  The  fmallnefs  of  the 
variations  in  the  amounts  of  the  money-prices  of 
the  total  exports,  in  thefe  fucceffive  years  ; while 
the  market- value  of  thofe  provifions  of  which 
this  exportation  conflits,  has  been  continually 
fifing  ; evinces  the  truth  of  what  I affirmed  con- 
cerning the  ffiips  of  WifcafFet,  as  being  employed 
chiefly  in  the  carrying-trade,  and  taking  in  their 
ladings  at  other  ports. 
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KENNEBECK  RIVER. 

The  road  lies  along  the  interior  extremity  of 
the  bay.  As  it  advances  towards  Bofton,  the  ap- 
pearance of  induftry  and  bufinefs  encreafes  ; the 
! houfes  become  larger  and  handfomer.  Volwick- 
bay  lies  not  far  from  Wifcaflet,  One  or  two 
fmall  veflels  have  been  built  in  it  ; feveral  com 
and  fawing-mills  Hand  upon  the  fmall  rivers 
which  fall  into  it  ; and  in  thefe  the  upper  rocks 
form  a fort  of  natural  dam  to  accumulate  the 
water  for  the  ufe  of  the  mills.  The  land  be 
tween  Kennebeck-river  and  Wifcaffet,  is  ftony, 
yet  fertile.  It  is  everywhere  inhabited,  yet  but 
in  a moderate  ftate  of  cultivation.  Of  ten  miles 
journey,  by  this  way,  fcarce  a quarter  of  a mile 
lies  through  woods.  Kennebeck-river  is  to  be 
eroded  by  a ferry.  The  river  is  here  about  half 
a mile  broad  ; and  the  paflage  is  faid  to  be  fome- 
times  dangerous,  though  I found  it  fafe  and  eafy. 
Both  the  winds  and  tide  were  favourable  ; and, 
in  five  minutes,  I reached  the  farther  fhore.  Both 
the  ferryman  and  his  boat  are  very  good. 

Kennebeck  is  one  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine.  Its  fourcè  is  two  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  its  mouth,  and  it  waters  the  fineft 
woodlands  in  this  region.  It  is  navigable  to  the 
diftance  of  fifty  miles  upward  from  its  mouth  ; 
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but,  this  navigation  is  greatly  obftrucfted  by  rocks 
and  fand-banks.  There  are  fhips  built  at  Hal- 
lowed, which  Hands  at  the  diftance  of  forty  miles 
up  the  river  : but,  thefe  receive  their  lading  at 
Bath,  fix  miles  below  the  ferry  by  which  I paffed. 
The  wood  felled  at  Halloweil  and  places  conti- 
guous to  it,  is  conveyed  down  to  Bath  in  fledges 
or  boats,  and  is,  then,  received  on  board  the  fhips. 
The  entrance  into  Kennebeck-river  is  fo  danger- 
ous, that  fhips  failing  with  this  deftination,  if  in- 
fiired  at  London,  pay  a higher  premium,  than 
thofe  bound  for  any  other  bay,  harbour,  or  river,  ! 
on  thefe  coafts  ; at  leaffc  I was  fo  informed. 

There  belong  forty  fhips  to  this  river.  Thefe 
are,  for  the  greater  part,  the  property  of  merchants 
who  have  their  counting- houfes  in  Bath,  and 
their  dwelling-houfes  in  either  Bath  or  Hallo- 
well.  The  reft  belong  to  merchants  refident  in 
WifcafTet  or  Portland.  The  banks  of  the  river 
are  inhabited  to  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  inland.  That  tradi  of  land  which  is 
watered  by  no  other  river,  is,  in  one  diredtion, 
occupied  to  the  extent  of  eighty  or  one  hundred 
miles. 

Halloweil  is,  as  I was  informed,  a town  con- 
fifting  of  two  hundred  houfes.  Another  town  of 
the  fame  name,  and  not  lefs  confiderable,  is  fituate 
two  miles  higher  on  the  fame  river.  They  afford, 

both. 
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both,  a market  for  the  produce  of  the  lands; 
which  is  very  abun  dant  ; for  the  foil  is  excellent, 
and  wheat  and  other  grains  are  cultivated  upon  it. 
There  is  alfo  a great  deal  of  wood  brought  down 
Kennebeck  River  ; but  the  wTood  contiguous  to  the 
fhoresof  the  river,  and  adjacent  to  the  plantations 
and  dwellings,  now  begins,  as  may  naturally  be 
fuppofcd,  to  be  exhaufted.  The  large  wood  is 
cut,  as  I am  told,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles 
above  Hallowed.  Thofe  who  derive  their  prin- 
cipal means  of  fupport  from  the  fale  of  this 
article,  are  wont  to  wander  into  the  deep  woods, 
in  the  month  of  November,  with  their  families 
and  cattle,  often  to  the  diftance  of  from  forty 
to  fixty  miles  from  their  ordinary  habitations. 
They  are  previoufly  careful  to  provide  hay  in  the 
fummer,  by  going  into  thefe  woods,  mowing  the 
grafs,  and  putting  it  up  in  ricks,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  cattle,  when  they  fhall  return  in  the  winter. 
They  now  rear  huts  for  themfelves  ; fell  their 
wood  ; bring  it,  on  fledges,  to  the  river’s  fide  ; 
and  there  referve  it,  till  the  river  is  fo  much 
fvvollen  by  rains  as  to  convey  it,  eafily,  floating 
down  the  ftream.  They  mark,  each  his  trees 
w ith  a particular  mark,  before  committing  them 
to  the  ftream,  fo  that  the  property  of  every  dif- 
ferent woodcutter  can  be  diftinguilhed  at  the 
place  of  fhipping,  without  difpute  or  miftake. 

Unlefs 
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Unlefs  the  cxceffive  fevcrity  of  the  winter  drive 
them  from  the  woods,  fooner  than  they  intended, 
they  return  not  until  April  or  May  ; and  they 
then  apply  themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of  their 
lands.  Eath  is  the  feat  of  a cuftom-houfe,  or  a 
port  of  entry  as  they  call  it.  Its  exports  amounted, 
in  the  year  179 1,  to  the  value  of  twenty- nine 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty- feven  dollars  ; 
m 17Q2,  to  thirty- feven  thoufand  and  two  dol- 
îars  ; in  1793,  to  forty-five  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  dollars  ; in  1 794,  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars; 
in  1795,  to  thirty- four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty- nine  dollars. 

In  the  diftridt  of  Brunfwick,  which  borders  on 
that  of  Bath,  the  foil  is,  in  general,  poor,  and 
almoft  everywhere  a dry  fand.  It  affords  no 
trees,  but  the  white  fir,  the  white  birch,  and  the 
filver  fir,  none  of  which  is  of  any  very  confider- 
able  growth.  It  is  but  very  imperfectly  cleared 
and  cultivated.  Few  habitations  are  to  be  feen. 
On  the  road,  I found  only  two  or  three  fmall  vil- 
lages, or  rather  hamlets.  The  firft  of  them,  at 
which  I dined,  confifts  of  thirty  or  forty  houfes. 
Of  thefe,  fome  are  pretty  neat.  The  people  who 
live  at  fuch  a diftance  from  the  fea-coaft,  have 

m 

no  employments  but  thofe  of  hufbandry,  and 
fome  occafional  hunting.  The  land  ufually  yields. 
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an  acre,  twenty- five  bufhels  of  maize,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  bufiiels  of  potatoes,  eighteen  bufhels 
of  rye.  The  culture  which  it  receives,  is  but 
little.  There  is  a little  wheat,  and  fome  barley, 
likewife  raifed  here. 

The  vicinity  of  the  fea,  and  the  high  wages 
which  failors  have,  for  fome  time,  been  wont  to 
receive,  produces,  among  the  young  people,  a very 
general  preference  for  a fea- faring  life.  Labourers 
in  agriculture  are,  confequently,  more  difficult  to 
be  procured,  and  demand  higher  wages  ; they  ex- 
pert ten  or  eleven  dollars  a month.  The  mea- 
dows yield  a good  deal  of  hay.  This  is  an  article 
of  primary  neceffity  ; for  the  cattle  muft  be  kept, 
for  fix  or  feven  months  of  the  year,  in  the  flails  ; 
and  during  this  time,  hay  is  their  only  forage. 
Each  cow  or  bullock  confumes  nearly  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  hay,  and  feventy  or  eighty  bufhels 
of  maize. 

The  other  village  in  Brunfwick,  wdiich  I paffed 
through,  lies  five  miles  farther.  The  thirty  or 
forty  families  which  live  here  together,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amarefkoghin,  are  ufually  employ- 
ed in  fhip-building,  and  fome  little  traffic.  Three 
fhips  have  been  lately  built  here  ; and  other  ten 
belong,  alfo,  to  this  final!  town.  But,  almofl  all 
the  veffels  built  in  thefe  creeks,  are  the  property 
of  merchants  vrho  refide  in  the  more  confiderable 
Vol.II.  P neigh- 
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Neighbouring  towns.  Moft  of  the  houfes  of  this 
fmall  place,  ftand  on  the  fhore  of  the  bay  of  Cafco. 
This  bay,  of  which  one  arm  is  of  great  extent, 
advances,  here,  thirty  miles  inland.  Ships  built 
in  Brunfwick,  or  belonging  to  it,  take  in  their 
ladings  at  Brick  Iflands,  ten  miles  farther  down 
the  bay.  The  bay  of  Cafco  again  attracts  the 
traveller’s  notice  near  Trueport,  a neighbouring 
townfhip,  in  which  the  Ihip-buiîding  bufinefs  is 
not  carried  on  to  greater  extent  than  here,  and 
of  which  the  land  is  as  dry  and  fandy  as  that  of 
Brunfwick,  in  thofe  places  where  the  two  town- 
fhips  are  conterminous,  but  becomes  better  at  a 
diftance  from  that  border. 

NORTH  YARMOUTH. 

North  Yarmouth  has  the  appearance  of  a fmall 
town.  A number  of  houfes,  and  of  labourers  of 
all  forts,  are  here  aflembled  upon  one  fpot.  It  lies 
on  a fmall  creek  of  the  bay  of  Cafco,  where  it 
receives  the  waters  of  Royal  River  ; a ftream  of 
which  the  courfe  is  only  fifty-eight  miles  from 
its  head  to  the  fea,  and  which  is  navigable  only 
by  fmall  boats.  This  little  fpot  of  earth  is  the  1 
fccne  of  a great  deal  of  bufinefs.  Three  fliips, 
of  which  one  was  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tom  j 
burthen,  were  lately  built  here  ; not  to  reckon  two 
others,  which  were  begun  in  the  prefent  year, 
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and  are  already  in  the  water.  Here  are  mills  of 
different  kinds.  The  land  is  fomewhat  better  cul- 
tivated, in  this  neighbourhood.  The  fea  is  too 
far  diftant,  to  draw  the  people  away  from  agri- 
culture, to  the  fifhery.  The  houfes  are  of  better 
ftrufture  than  elfewhere,  in  that  part  of  this  dif- 
triâ,  through  which  the  highway  leads.  Pot- 
atoes are  now  becoming  an  article  of  trade. 
Some  few  merchants  have  their  dwellings  in 
North  Yarmouth.  Three  or  four  agree  to  build 
a toip  jointly,  and  trade  with  it  : the  captain  adds 
his  toare  : a cargo  is  toipped  on  board  it,  for  the 
common  account  of  the  company  : a voyage  is 
then  made,  perhaps  to  the  Antilles,  or  to  Europe  : 
and  by  the  return  of  the  veflel,  a foreign  cargo  is 
imported  to  Bofton.  It  is  not,  however,  com- 
mon for  toips  to  fail  for  Europe,  or  the  Antilles, 
from  this  port.  For  the  molt  part,  thefe  veflels 
are  employed  in  carrying  wood  to  Bofton  or  New 
York  ; though  the  price  of  wood  be  higher  here 
than  in  the  places  before  mentioned,  and  amount 
even  to  ten  or  twelve  toillings  a cord.  The  fet- 
tlements  extend  about  feventy  miles  backward 
from  North  Yarmouth,  into  the  interior  country, 

PORTLAND. 

I came,  on  Sunday,  to  Portland  ; and  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  the  inns  fo  decent  and  well  kept,  in 
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a part  of  the  country  fo  remote*  and  fo  rarely 
vifited  by  travellers^.  The  inn  at  North  Yar- 
mouth is  fmall*  yet  good  ; and  few  hofteffes  in 
France*  are  fo  attentive  as  Mrs.  Cota.  Between 
North  Yarmouth  and  Portland*  the  land  is  mo- 
derately fertile*  and  at  the  fame  time  confiderably 
populous.  The  many  fmall  wooden  houfes  to  be 
feen*  being  conftrufted,  in  no  very  ftrong  nor 
elegant  manner*  of  logs  or  deals*  do  not  indicate* 
by  their  exterior  appearance,  either  wealth  or 
cleanlinefs.  An  European  traveller  is,  therefore* 
not  a little  furprifed  to  fee  a number  of  elegant 
women  come  out  of  thefe  huts*  all  wearing 
fafhionable  hats  and  head-drefies  with  feathers* 
handfome  cloaks*  and  the  reft  of  their  drefs  fuit- 
able  to  this.  Such  is  the  fhow  which  thefe  fe- 
males make*  every  Sunday  morning,  when  the 
weather  is  fufficiently  fair  to  encourage  them  to 
go  to  church.  The  men  go  equally  fine.  But 
thofe  females  who  are  prevented  from  going 
abroad  in  the  morning,  by  their  cookery,  the 
walking  of  their  kitchen- dilhes*  the  milking  of 
the  cows*  or  the  feeding  of  the  fwine*  attend  the 
church  only  in  the  afternoon*  and  come  lefs  foli- 
citoully  dreffed  out  in  their  finery.  They  are 
almoft  all  tall  and  good-looking  ; fome  of  them* 
are  even  very  handfome. 

. Portland  is  feated  on  a peninfula,  which  juts 
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out  into  the  bay.  To  reach  it  by  the  way  of 
that  ifthmus  which  connects  the  peninfula  with 
the  land,  you  are  obliged,  in  coming  from  North 
Yarmouth,  to  go  more  than  three  miles  about. 
But,  a bridge  is  now  in  building  acrofs  that  arm 
of  the  bay,  which  gives  occafion  for  the  prefent 
circuitous  approach  to  the  town.  The  bridge  is 
built  by  fubfeription,  and  is  half  finifhed.  When 
it  lhall  be  completed,  and  fhall  be  found  to  have 
fufficient  ftrength  to  endure  the  ordinary  currents 
of  the  tide,  its  periodical  overflowings,  and  the 
winds  which  often  rage  here  with  tremendous 
fury  ; it  will  then  prove  exceedingly  ufeful.  At 
! prefent,  I fliould  doubt,  whether  fufRcient  folidity 
can  be  given  to  a bridge  in  this  fituation. 

This  town  of  Portland  may  be  reckoned  hand- 
! fome.  That  part  of  it  which  is  called  the  New 
Town,  really  conflits  of  houfes  of  a very  good  ap- 
pearance. The  Old  Town,  which  was  burnt  by 
the  Englifh,  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the  freedom 
of  America,  is  compofed  of  mean  houfes,  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  poorer  people.  The  quays  are 
few;  and  under  them,  fhips  receiving  or  dis- 
charging their  ladings,  can  lie  with  fafety  : ad- 
joining are  fpacious  ftore-houfes  for  the  reception 
of  goods.  The  road  is  good  and  f afe.  This  road 
makes  a part  of  Cafco  Bay,  a branch  of  which 
extends  from  Brunfwick  as  far  as  Portland  ; and 
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in  any  part  of  this  branch,  fhips  of  any  burthen 
may  find  good  anchorage.  The  great  inconve- 
nience of  this  bay  is,  that  it  is  acceffible  at  fix  or 
feven  different  places,  fo  that,  in  cafe  of  a war, 
fhips  lying  in  it,  could  not  well  efcape  being  fur- 
prifed  by  an  enemy  from  one  entrance  or  another. 
That  opening  into  the  bay,  to  which  Portland  is  | 
contiguous,  is  more  than  two  miles  wide.  Of 
confequence,  guns  difcharged  from  the  two  op- 
pofite  fides,  could  not  project  their  fhots  fo  far, 
as  to  make  them  crofs  each  other  ; and  the  exe- 
cution which  could  be  done  from  forts  would  not  , 
be  fufficient  to  guard  the  entrance. 

They  are  at  prefent,  conftrudting,  on  the  fite 
of  an  old  earthen  breaft-work,  a fortification 
which  they  expedl  to  command  the  town,  and 
to  render  it,  at  leaf!:,  fecure  from  the  invafion 
of  an  enemy.  This  new  fortification  flands  at 
the  extreme  point  of  the  peninfula  on  which 
Portland  is  fituate,  and  confifts  of  a battery  of  fif- 
teen or  twenty  heavy  cannon  of  large  calibre, 
commanding  that  wide  entrance  of  the  bay  which  j 
was  above  mentioned.  This  battery  is  to  have,  I 
by  means  of  a covered  way,  a communication 
with  a fmall  fort  at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five 
hundred  toifes,  which  it  has  alfo  been  thought 
neceffary  to  eredf  on  the  higheft  part  of  this 
iiihmus.  The  fort  is  fufficient  to  hold  two  hun- 
dred 
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dred  men.  If  Portland  were  a place  of  greater 
flrcngth,  inacceffible  without  very  confiderable 
difficulty,  and  if  there  were  a ftrong  garrifon 
always  ready  for  its  defence  ; this  fortrefs,  or  a 
more  confiderable  citadel,  in  its  fit.uation,  and 
communicating  with  the  town,  might  then  be 
of  great  importance.  But,  fince  the  natural  fitua- 
tion  of  the  town  is  fo  little  capable  of  defence, 
works  like  thefe  can  never  become  ferviceable 
in  any  due  proportion  to  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence.  Portland  is,  however,  a place  which  an 
enemy  can  never  have  an  intereft  to  keep  pofTef- 
fion  of.  If  feized  by  an  enemy,  it  would  only  be 
fet  on  fire,  and  then  abandoned.  Two  or  three 
fhips  crews  would  be  equal  to  the  enterprife. 
When  the  garrifon  are  unable  to  maintain  the 
batteries,  they  muft  then  retire  into  the  fort  ; and 
there,  what  more  can  they  do,  except  procure 
for  themfelves  the  honours  of  a capitulation  ? I 
cannot,  therefore,  fee  any  ufe  in  thefe  fortifica- 
tions. In  17/0,  an  Englifh  frigate  burnt  three- 
fourths  of  Falmouth,  of  which  Portland  was  a 
part.  In  1 786,  the  flate  of  Maffachufetts  united 
the  other  remaining  parts  of  Falmouth  with  Port- 
land, giving  to  the  whole  the  common  name  of 
of  Portland. 

The  trade  of  Portland  is  carried  on  in  feventy 
(hips  of  various  burthen,  all  belonging  to  the 
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town.  Many  of  them  fail  to  Europe,  though 
oftener  to  the  Antilles.  About  twenty  Are  en- 
gaged in  the  fiftiery  of  cod,  which  are  taken 
among  the  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay. 
The  merchants  in  Portland  are  numerous  ; but 
none  among  them  poffefs  great  capitals.  As 
Portland,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  are  not  equal 
to  the  confumption  of  the  cargoes  which  the  fhips 
import  in  return  for  the  exports  ; thefe  are  ge- 
nerally carried  to  Bofton,  which  is  the  qprincipaL 
mart  for  foreign  commodities.  The  want  of 
money  occafions  a greater  proportion  of  them  to 
be  fent  to  the  capital,  than  is  for  the  advantage 
of  this  place  : and  hence,  while  the  ftore-houfes 
of  Portland  are  negleéted,  the  goods,  which  might 
be  here  bought  and  fold  at  a more  reafonable  rate, 
are  bought  by  the  people  of  this  neighbourhood, 
at  an  exorbitant  price,  in  Bofton. 

In  1785,  the  tonnage  of  the  united  townfhips 
of  Falmouth  and  Portland  amounted  to  five  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  forty- one  tons  in  the 
foreign  trade  ; fixteen  hundred  and  twenty- eight 
in  the  fifhery  and  the  coafting- trade  ; in  all,  fix 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ftxty-nine  tons.  In 
Oâober  1795,  the  tonnage  of  the  Ihips,  regifter- 
ed  for  that  year,  was  eight  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  eight  tons  in  the  foreign  trade,  five  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ninety  in  the  coafting-trade 
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and  filhery  ; in  all,  thirteen  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  ninety- eight  tons.  The  value  of  the 
exports  from  Portland,  was,  in  1791,  feventy- 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  four  dollars  ; 
in  1792,  one  hundred  and  five  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ninety- two  dollars  ; 1 793>  one  hun- 
dred and  forty- fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-one  dollars  ; 1794,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  ; 
1795,  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

There  is,  as  yet  no  regular  market  for  provi- 
fions  in  Portland.  This  fmall,  though  handfome, 
town  confifts  of  about  three  hundred  houfes, 
which  may  contain  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
fouls.  The  Prefbyterians  have  here  two  churches; 
the  Epifcopalians  one.  Schools  have  alfo  been 
eftablilhed  here,  which  are  faid  to  be  pretty  good. 
Lots  of  ground,  for  building  in  the  town,  are  at 
a price  which  may  be  reckoned  high  ; and  land, 
within  a mile  of  the  town,  cofts  twrenty  dollars 
an  acre.  Portland  is  the  principal  town  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  which  contains  about 
twenty-four  thoufand  inhabitants. 

BIDDEF  ORD. — MR.  THATCHER. 

The  nearer  you  approach  to  Bofton,  fo  much  * 
the  more  does  the  whole  country  appear  to  afifume 
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an  air  of  bufinefs  and  induftry.  Not  a creek  but 
fhips  are  in  building,  in  it  ; not  a river’s  mouth 
fb  fmall,  but  merchant  companies  are  there  in 
poffeffion  of  fhips,  which  they  either  hire  out  or  ; 
lade  on  their  own  account  : No  fituation  where 
a mill  could  ftand,  on  which  there  has  not  been 
a mill  erected.  Falmouth,  Pepperborough,  Saga, 
Biddeford,  Kennebeck,  Berwick,  carry  on  a trade 
far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  fmall  towns  through 
which  I had  paffed  on  my  way  hither.  The  land 
is,  however,  negleded;  but  the  foil  is  worft  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fea. 

In  Portland  I lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Davres,  a young  lawyer,  whom,  as  well  as 
Mr.  Lee,  I had  feen  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Knox,  by  whom  he  is  much  efteemed,  on  ac- 
count of  his  agreeable  manners,  integrity,  and 
fkill  in  his  profeffion.  At  Biddeford,  I flopped 
to  dine  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Thatcher,  an- 
other lawyer,  whom  I had  feen  at  the  court- 
houfe  in  Penobfcot.  Mr.  Thatcher  is,  likewife, 
a member  of  the  Congrefs.  He  lives  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  miles  from  the  town,  in  a fmall  and 
mean  houfe,  which  would  be  difdained  by  the 
pettiefl  avocat  in  all  France.  Oppofite  to  his 
houfe,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  highway,  is  an- 
other hut,  not  more  than  twelve  feet  fquare,  very 
flightly  conftruéted  of  boards,  carelefsly  fixed  at 
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the  foundation,  and  hanging  over  a declivity  of 
the  road  which  is  his  confultation-room,  his 
chamber  for  bufinefs,  and  his  library.  He  has 
about  two  thouiand  volumes,  books  of  law,  hif- 
tory,  morality,  and  general  literature.  He  adds 
to  it  all  new  American  publications,  and  procures 
from  England  every  other  new  work,  which  he 
underltands  to  be  valuable,  and  cannot  find  in 
America.  He  reads  a great  deal,  and  is  a man 
of  extenfive  knowledge.  There  is  a pleafing  call 
of  originality  in  his  converfation  and  in  his  whole 
behaviour:  But  his  notions  are  excentric,  and 
often  falfe.  He  is  lingular  in  his  exterior  appear- 
ance, ftiff  and  fantaftic  in  his  principles,  but 
liberal-minded,  hofpitable,  courteous,  and  kind. 
He  cultivates  a fmall  piece  of  land,  and  lives 
with  his  numerous  family  in  a hut  in  which  they 
have  fcarce,  alb  room  to  breathe.  His  doors  are 
never  fhut  ; even  his  ftudy  is  always  open  ; yet 
nothing  is  ever  ftolen  from  him.  Thefe  fimple, 
unfufpicious  manners,  have  procured  him  the 
eftcem  of  his  neighbours,  as  being  an  honell  law- 
yer. He  is,  in  political  principles,  a federalift, 
but  unconnected  with  the  intrigues  of  that  party  ; 
and,  in  the  Congrefs,  he  endeavours  always  to 
give  his  vote  to  re&itude,  not  to  party.  He  is  not 
rich  : yet  has  more  than  would  be  fufficient  to 
make  him  live  more  elegantly  than  he  does  at 
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prefent,  if  his  humour  would  permit.  His  land 
is  fertile.  It  has  been  two  years  in  cultivation. 
He  gives  it  no  manure;  yet  it  yields,  an  acre, 
fifty  bufhels  of  maize,  or  forty  bufhels  of  barley, 
and  two  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes.  The  mea- 
dows, which  are  not  in  a very  good  ftate  of  pre- 
fervation  and  culture,  yield,  from  each,  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  hay.  His  ploughs  and  harrows 
are  of  the  fame  indifferent  make  as  thofe  through- 
out the  reft  of  the  country.  Mr.  Thatcher  com- 
plains, that  little  progrefs  is  made  in  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  good  fchools  in  this  country.  When  theft 
Ihall  be  fufficiently  numerous,  he  expeâs  that 
every  improvement  will  advance  with  aftonilh- 
ing  rapidity. 

Biddeford  belongs  to  the  fame  commercial 
diftriét  with  Pepperborough.  The  value  of  the 
exports  was,  in  the  year  1 791,  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  ; in  1792, 
thirty-ftven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-fix 
dollars  ; in  1793,  thirty-nine  thoufand  and  four- 
teen dollars;  in  17Q4,  fifty  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollars;  in  1795,  forty-ftven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars. 

The  River  Saga,  on  which  Biddeford  lies,  is 
navigable  above  the  bridge,  but  has  in  its  courfe 
many  rapid  falls,  by  which  a number  of  mills 
are  wrought,  and  which  prefent  a diverfi ty  of 
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piéturefque  and  intereffing  views  to  the  traveller» 
The  way  leads  acrofs  fome  rivers,  which,  till  we 
reach  Berwick,  are  not  very  interefting.  At  Ber- 
wick, the  River  Salmons-fall  is  of  confiderable 
breadth  ; and  its  channel  is  rendered  much  broader 
and  deeper  by  the  influx  of  the  tide. 

BERWICK. 

I arrived  in  this  diftriâ,  which  is  very  exten- 
five,  on  Tuefday.  That  part  in  which  (to  adopt 
i the  language  of  the  country)  bufmefs  is  carried 
on,  in  other  words,  through  which  the  river  runs, 
lies  feven  miles  from  the  place  where  I took  up 
my  abode,  and  yet  thefè  are  not  the  two  remoteft 
points.  The  town  confifts  of  about  forty  houfes, 
which  adjoin  to  one  another  ; a great  number  of 
detached  houfes  fkirt  the  road  fide,  which  I am 
told  is  the  cafe  throughout  the  whole  diftrift. 
The  country,  as  far  as  J had  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  it,  appears  to  be  in  a better  Rate  than 
that  through  which  1 palled  before,  although  the 
foil  is  very  lhallow  and  Rony.  The  cultivation 
of  maize,  with  that  of  gourds  in  the  intermediate 
fpace,  confiitute  the  chief  objefts  of  agriculture. 
Rye  and  wheat  are  raifed  in  the  more  diflant 
parts.  Mr.  Roger,  a Quaker,  keeps  a very  ex- 
cellent inn  at  Berwick.  The  guefts  who  frequent 
his  houfe  are  not  promifcuoully  mixed  together  ; 
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each  different  company  has  its  feparate  fitting* 
eating*  and  fleeping  rooms  ; every  thing  bears  the 
appearance  of  the  utmoft  cleanlinefs*  care*  and 
attention  ; the  fervants  are  numerous*  and  are 
employed  both  upon  the  extenfive  farm  and  the 
bufmefs  of  the  inn  ; the  landlord  and  his  wife  are 
perfons  of  good  fenfe*  and  very  obliging  in  their 
manners  ; in  fhort,  this  inn  was  a kind  of  phæno- 
menon  of  which  I never  yet  faw  the  counterpart. 
Mr.  Roger  does  not  eat  at  the  fame  table  with 
his  fervants*  and  his  wife  never  goes  into  the 
kitchen*  except  to  give  inflrudlions,  without* 
however,  doing  any  part  of  the  work  herfelf. 
They  both  preferve  a proper  authority  over  their 
fervants*  and  thefe  entertain  a degree  of  relpeél 
for  them,  of  which  I never  met  with  a parallel 
inftance  fince  I left  Europe. 

The  county  of  York,  in  which  Berwick  lies, 
contains  no  more  than  four  thoufand  inhabitants* 
and  yet  is  confidered,  in  proportion  to  its  fize,  as 
the  moll  populous,  being  the  fmallell  in  the 
Whole  province  of  Maine.  Berwick  is  the  laft 
townfhip  in  it.  The  entire  tradl  of  country  from 
Portland  is  in  the  moll  flourifhing  Hate,  and  yet 
the  foil,  in  the  general  opinion*  is  not  accounted 
fo  good  as  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Penobfcot.  But 
then  this  diltridl  has  been  longer  cultivated  and 
inhabited  than  any  other  part  of  the  province. 

If, 
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If,  unhappily,  the  troubles,  which  there  is  but 
too  much  reafon  to  dread,  do  not  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  cultivation  in  this  country,  its  improve- 
ment will  be  rapid  and  very  great.  The  more 
I rcfled  upon  this  fubjed,  I am  convinced  of  the 
importance  to  the  profperity  of  this  particular 
colony,  that  perfons  of  opulence,  and  thofe  who 
poflefs  a pradical  knowledge  of  agriculture  fhould 
fettle  in  it.  A country  fo  wretchedly  and  mifer- 
ably  cultivated,  and  the  climate  of  which  ren- 
ders it  neceflary  to  houfe  cattle  in  flails  fix 
months  in  the  year,  {lands  in  need  of  very  great 
care  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  colonifl, 
and  ought,  by  cultivation,  to  be  made  produdive 
enough  to  yield  the  fupply  of  forage  for  the  win- 
ter, which  is  neceflary  to  a numerous  breed  of 
cattle.  The  foil,  therefore,  mufl:  be  well  pre- 
pared, the  labour  maturely  digefled,  and  the 
planters  mufl  poflefs  an  adequate  capital  to  carry 
their  plans  into  execution.  It  is  by  thefe  means 
alone  that  the  difadvantage  of  the  climate  can 
be  obviated  ; for  climate  alone  is  never  the  caufe 
of  great  injury  to  the  farmers  ; and  fiiofe  of  the 
fettlers  who  now  poflefs  little  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture, would  profit  from  the  example  of  the 
more  experienced,  and  opulent. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  PROVINCE  OF 
MAINE. 

Previoufly  to  taking  my  laft  farewell  of  Maine,  I 
I fliall  offer  a few  remarks  on  its  hiftory,  and  its  ^ 
prefen t Rate. 

Some  attempts  to  fettle  a colony  in  this  place,  j 

the  | 

Dutch  in  1Ô25,  and  even  at  the  early  period  of 
1607,  but  without  effed.  In  1Ô35,  a Spaniard, 
of  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Georges,  was  pre- 
fented,  by  the  Council  of  the  Plymouth  Society,  ! 
with  a large  trad:  of  country  between  the  Rivers  i 
Pucataqua  and  Kennebeck.  This  was  fhortly  after 
augmented  by  the  Englifh  Government,  which 
extended  the  limits  of  Georges’s  jurifdidion  to  a 
greater  compafs  than  it  had  hitherto  done  in  the 
cafe  of  any  individual.  Georges  formed  a kind 
of  democratical  government,  which  continued  till 
his  death,  when  this  colony  voluntarily  fubmitted 
itfelf  to  the  dominion  of  Mallachufetts.  In  1 Ô9 1 , 
under  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  the  whole 
of  this  diftrid  to  Nova  Scotia  was  incorporated 
with  Maffachufetts  ; the  territories,  which  were 
then  comprifed  under  the  names  of  Maine  and 
Sagadahock,  did  not  extend  to  a greater  diftance 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  fea. 
The  more  remote  parts  were  referved  to  the 

crown* 
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crown.  The  American  revolution  has  annexed 
the  whole  to  the  Maflachufetts.  From  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  deliver  in  a 
Hatement  of  the  fale  of  lands  fince  the  revolu- 
tion, as  well  as  of  thofe  which  Hill  remain  to  be 
I difpofed  of,  it  appears,  that  feven  millions  four 
I hundred  thoufand  acres  have  been  already  fold  ; 
that  one  million,  which  have  been  allotted,  ftill 
remain  to  be  purchafed  ; and  that,  on  an  average, 
there  are  feven  millions  of  acres  which  have  not 
been  meafured,  exclufively  of  a number  of  iflands. 
Befides  thefe  lands,  which  are  the  property  of  the 
State,  upwards  of  three  hunched  and  fifty-fix 
thoufand  acres  have  been  given  to  the  fchools 
and  public  infcitutiqns. 

The  population  of  the  province  of  Maine  is 
computed  to  exceed,  at  prefent,  one  hundred 
thoufand  inhabitants.  According  to  Morfe,  this 
province  contains  forty  thoufand  fquare  miles  or 
twxnty-four  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  acres* 
which  gives  but  a very  fmall  population  of  not 
more  than  two  and  a half  inhabitants  to  each 
fquare  mile  ; in  all  probability  the  great  quantity 
of  land,  which  is  veiled  in  the  hands  of  the  fpe- 
culatots  in  the  town,  is  a great  drawback  upon 
the  increafe  of  population.  The  bell  part  of  the 
province  lies  between  the  rivers  Kennebec  and 
Penobfcot,  particularly  in  the  dillriél  at  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  fea. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— DOVER. 

| 

On  leaving  the  province  of  Maine,  the  traveller 
pafies  through  Dover  into  New  Hampfhire.  The  t 
greater  part  of  the  houfes  in  this  very  populous  ] 
diftriét,  are  fituated  on  the. River  Cocheco,  which 
empties  itfelf  a little  below  the  town  into  the  j 
Pifcataqua.  Dover  borders  on  a fmall  ridge  of 
mountains,  extending  between  the  Pifcataqua  and 
the  River  Rack,  which  command  a profped  of  a 
great  number  of  rivers,  bays,  cultivated  and  in- 
habited promontories,  terminating  at  a confider- 
able  diftance  in  the  mountains  of  New  Hamp-  j 
fhire.  This  profped:  is  beautiful  and  grand  ; a ; 
fort  ereâed  on  this  fpot  would  very  advantage-  1 
oufly  proted:  the  entrance  into  the  country.  It  |j 
is  currently  afiferted,  that  the  original  inhabitants^  i 
who  came  hither  in  1Ô30,  eftabliilied  themfelves  : 
on  this  eminence  ; but  that  commercial  convenir  ! 
ence  induced  them  gradually  to  prefer  their  pre- 
sent refidence  at  Dover  to  this  charming  fpot. 
Dover  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford,,  j 
Which  contains  twenty-four  thoufand  inhabitants;. 
Dover  is  reckoned  to  hold  two  thoufand.  There 
are  two  roads  from  Dover  to  Portsmouth  ; the 
one  five  miles  ihorter  than  the  other,  and  bor- 
dering  on  the  fea-coaft.  Thofe  who  travel  this 
way  crofs  the  river  in  a ferry-boat.  The  other 
road  runs  further  up  into  the  country,  and  pafles 
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over  a bridge  acrofs  the  Pifcataqua,  which  was 
completed  only  lafl  year,  and  is,  beyond  difpute, 
the  fineft  in  all  America. 

This  bridge  is  built  of  wood,  in  the  form  of 
an  angle,  the  two  fides  meeting  together  on  an 
ifland  in  the  centre,  and  it  is  two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  feet  in  length.  Not- 
withflanding  its  extent,  it  has  nothing  remark- 
able, excepting  this  great  length,  and  a width  of 
five  hundred  feet.  It  refis  upon  piles,  but  one 
part  of  it,  near  the  ifland  in  the  centre,  has  an 
arch  two  hundred  and  forty-four  feet  nine  inches 
in  width,  the  pillars  of  which  on  the  fides  do  not 
(land  on  the  ground,  but  are  fupported  entirely 
by  a fcaffolding  of  wood.  This  arch,  which  gains 
great  flrength  and  liability  from  its  pillars  and 
fupports,  rifes  at  its  highefl  point  one  hundred 
feet  above  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  fifty  feet  above 
the  ordinary  water-mark.  The  bridge,  befides 
the  balluflrade  on  each  fide,  which  enclofe  as 
well  this  as  the  other  parts  of  it,  is  interfered  in 
the  middle  by  pallifadoes,  which  run  parallel 
with  the  balluflrade,  and  add  confiderably  to  the 
flrength  of  the  arch,  which  rifes  ten  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  bridge,  and  of  courfe  renders  the 
declivity  on  each  fide  pretty  fleep.  The  bridge 
is  unqueflionably  fine,  but  even  the  little  archi- 
te<3:ural  knowledge  which  I pofïefs  convinces  me, 
Q 2 that 
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that  the  engineers  in  France  would  be  able  to 
improve  upon  and  beautify  it,  without  any  detri- 
ment to  its  liability.  The  reafon  for  conftruft- 
ing  this  high  arch  is,  to  give  the  fraall  vefifels, 
which  are  built  on  the  river,  or  which  navigate 
it,  the  means  of  failing  through  it,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  it  opens  likewife  in  two  other  places. 

PORTSMOUTH. 


i 
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Portfmouth  is  fituated  about  five  miles  from 
this  bridge,  in  a kind  of  bay,  formed  by  the  Pif- 
cataqua  before  it  dilembogues  itfelf  into  the 
ocean.  On  the  arms  of  the  bay,  or  on  the  rivers 
which  fall  into  it,  lie  Dover,  Exeter,  and  Der- 
ham,  little  towns  in  New  Hampfhire,  in  .which  a 
few  fhips  are  built,  and  fome  trade  carried  on. 
Portfmouth  is,  how  ever,  the  only  harbour  in  New 
Hampfhire  ; this  province,  on  the  fide  of  the  fea, 
has  not  a greater  extent  than  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  miles.  The  harbour  is  remarkable  for  its 
fafe  anchorage,  and  its  great  depth  of  water.  The 
nature  of  its  entrance,  which  makes  it  neceflary 
for  all  vellels  to  fail  into  it  through  a very  narrow 
channel,  renders  its  defence  very  eafy. 

The  commerce  of  Portfmouth  has  experienced 
very  little  increafe  fince  the  American  revolution; 
on  the  contrary  it  has  vifibly  fallen  off  within 
thefe  laft  five  or  fix  years.  The  very  confiderable 
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number  of  fhips  it  formerly  poffeffed  have  been 
fold  to  other  ports,  and  more  than  half  of  thofe, 
which  are  annually  built  here,  have  the  fame 
deftination*.  The  trade  in  fhips  conftitutes  one 
of  the  principal  branches  of  the  commerce  of 
Portfmouth,  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged 
to  excel  in  the  art  of  lliip-building.  Prior  to  the 
American  war,  many  veffels  were  built  here  for 
England.  Independently  of  the  demand  from  the 
latter  quarter  being  flopped,  wood  is  now  be- 
come  much  fcarcer  and  dearer  in  Portfmouth, 
and  the  price  of  fhipping  is  of  courfe  confiderably 
advanced.  Wood  fetches  now  twenty  dollars  per 
ton  from  the  timber  merchants,  and  fifty-five 
dollars  per  ton  when  worked  up  into  veffels. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  this  incontrover- 
tible decreafe  of  the  trade  of  Portfmouth,  the 
value  of  ground  in  the  town  is  moii  extrava- 
gantly high.  A lot  of  ground,  forty  feet  in 
breadth,  and  eighty- four  in  depth  (with  a fmall 
quay),  was  lately  fojd  for  the  furn  of  fcventeen 
thouland  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fiiven  dol- 
lars. In  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  land  fetches, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  foil,  from  thirty- 
three  to  ninety  dollars  per  acre.  The  circumja- 

* For  a more  circumflantial  account  of  the  trade,  the 
tonnage  and  exports  from  Portfmouth,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  Diary  of  the  Journey  of  1796. 
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cent  country  of  Portfmouth  is  very  fine  ; the 
eftates  well  parcelled  out  into  meadows,  although 
the  land,  which  is  the  moft  appropriated  to  this 
ufe,  is  often  encumbered  with  large  rocks.  In 
the  remote  parts,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  diftricts,  are  faid  to  be  very  populous,  land 
fetches  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  acre,  and  I 
am  told  it  is  very  excellent.  An  inhabitant  of 
Portfmouth,  whofe  efiiate  lies  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  that  town,  allured  me,  that 
it  produced,  the  firft  year  of  its  being  cultivated, 
forty,  and  the  fucceeding  year  thirty  bufhels  of 
wheat  per  acre.  But  as  this  perfon  has  a large 
quantity  of  land  to  difpofe  of,  it  may  perhaps  be 
no  no  more  than  prudent  to  receive  his  aflertions 
with  caution.  Wheat  colts,  in  this  diftant  coun- 
try, from  five  to  fix  fhillings  per  bulliel.  In 
Hampfhire,  as  well  as  in  New  England,  the  dol- 
lar is  valued  at  fix  fhillings. 

The  common  pay  of  labourers  in  New  Hamp- 
fhire is  from  fix  to  eight  dollars  a week,  and  they 
are  procured  without  much  difficulty.  The  price 
of  cattle  is  the  fame  as  in  that  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine,  which  borders  on  this  country. 
Provifions  are  very  plentiful  in  Portfmouth,  and 
are  fold  in  a market,  which  is  extremely  well 
furnifhed.  Fire-wood  fells  from  five  to  fix  dol- 
lars per  cord. 
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In  the  province  only  one  paper  is  publiihed 
twice  a week,  and  that  in  Portland.  It  has  a 
pretty  extenfive  fale,  and  is  rqad  with  avidity.  In 
New  Hampfhire  a great  variety  of  newfpapers  are 
printed.  Portfmouth  has  three,  Dover  two,  and 
Dartmouth,  on  the  river  Connedicut,  where  the 
college  is  eftablifhed,  has  one. 

In  Portfmouth  every  man  is  a politician,  and  a 
very  warm  one  too.  The  majority  are  evidently 
averfe  to  the  treaty  with  England.  The  advo- 
cates for  that  meafure,  afcribe  this  hoftile  fpirit 
to  Mr.  Langdon,  one  of  the  ten Senators,  who 
voted  againft  its  ratification.  I cannot  take  upon 
myfclf  to  determine  the  extent  of  this  gentle- 
man’s influence,  and  whether  he  has  any  control 
in  this  refped  over  the  public  opinion,  as  to  his 
political  tranfadions  ; but  it  is  very  natural  to 
conclude,  that  the  number  of  arguments,  which 
have  been  advanced  againft  it,  rauft  have  made  a 
ftrong  impreflion  upon  thofe,  who  have  no  inte- 
reft  in  the  meafure.  The  people  of  America  are, 
in  this  point,  exadly  in  the  fame  predicament  as 
the  inhabitants  of  France  flnce  the  revolution, 
and  as  the  Englifli  are,  flnce  they  have  become 
apprehenfive  of  its  confequences.  They  confider 
each  other,  whenever  they  difagree  in  politics,  as 
jacobins,  or  rafcals  ; or  as  ariftocrats,  or  rafcals, 
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Thofe  who  do  not  admire  the  treaty  with  Eng- 
land are  looked  upon  by  the  one  party  as  guiU 
lotlnijls , whilfl  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty,  on  the 
other  hand,  decry  every  man  as  an  enemy  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  as  a pensioner  to  England,  who 
does  not  execrate  the  meafure,  and  vote  for  the 
hanging  of  Jay,  who  concluded  it.  This  violence 
of  opinion,  thefe  political  extremes,  are  to  be  met 
with  in  a greater  orlefs  degree  in  all  cities.  The 
country  people,  of  all  ranks,  are  very  quiet,  and 
wifh  for  peace,  and  the  due  obfervance  of  the 
laws  and  good  order  for  the  fecurity  of  their  har- 
Vells.  The  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  do  not 
bellow  a moment’s  thought  upon  the  treaty; 
and  even  among  thofe  who  do  take  it  into  confe- 
deration, there  are  many,  who,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  avow  “ their  diflike  to  the  meafure  ; 
<s  that  they  place  no  confidence  in  the  Englifh,” 
&c.  never  fail  to  add — ■“  but  if  we  had  not  rati- 
u fied  the  faid  treaty,  we  mull,  by  all  accounts, 
€t  have  been  plunged  into  a war  with  England, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  well  the  treaty  took  place.’ ’ 
Still  oftener  do  we  hear  : “ Our  aged  father,  the 
Prefident,  underflands  this  matter  “ much  better 
“ than  ourfelves  ; we  will,  therefore,  leave  it  en- 
“ tirely  to  his  management  ; he  will  not  fuffer 
* himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon.”  It  mufl,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  be  acknowledged,  that  the  character  of  the 
Prefident,  which  till  very  lately  has  never  been 
attacked,  is  at  prefent  fubjedt  to  much  animad- 
verfion. 

MR.  LANGDON. 

j T paffed  two  days  with  this  fenator,  who  warmly 
oppofed  the  treaty  with  England.  He  gave  me 
an  invitation,  whilft  I was  in  Philadelphia.  He 
is  a man  of  the  firft  importance  in  Portfmouth. 
He  was  originally  mate  of  a merchant  fhip,  after- 
wards captain,  and  then  merchant.  He  has  ac- 
quired a very  large  fortune,  in  addition  to  his  pa- 
ternal inheritances.  He  is  allowed  to  poflefs  great 
knowledge  of  ûiip-buiîding,  in  which  he  has  Ipe- 
culated  deeply.  It  was  he  who  built  the  ihip, 
which  the  United  States  of  America  prefented  to 
France.  At  prefent  he  has  bade  a farewel  to 
trade,  and  invefled  all  his  property  in  land.  Dur- 
ing the  revolution,  he  was  a friend  to  Hamilton, 
Jay,  and  Madifon  ; and  in  the  debates,  which 
took  place  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  new  conftitution, 
he  went  over,  on  the  feparation  of  the  two  parties, 
to  the  oppofition.  Be  his  political  character,  how- 
ever, what  it  may,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man 
to  difplay  a greater  attachment  to  his  country,  or 
better  principles.  He  is  extremely  friendly,  af- 
fable, and  unaffected,  and  received  me  in  the 
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kin  deft  manner,  as  a ftranger  ought  to  be  receiv- 
ed, without  unneceffary  form  and  ceremony.  He 
is  reputed  to  be  very  rich,  and  his  ftile  of  living  ! 
proves  it.  He  has  been  married  twenty  years, 
and  his  lady  appears  {till  as  beautiful  and  fprightly, 
as  if  fhe  were  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  His 
daughter,  Mifs  Eliza,  is  uncommonly  amiable 
and  pleafmg. 

General  Knox  had  given  me  a letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  Mr.  Scheef,  a merchant  in  the  ! 
town.  The  known  difference  of  their  political 
opinions  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Langdon  from  in- 
troducing me  to  that  gentleman,  with  whom  he 
afterwards  breakfafted  in  my  company.  Mr. 
Scheef  carries  on  more  bufmefs  than  almoft  any 
merchant  in  Portfmouth  ; he  wâs  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged, that  I could  only  have  his  company  for  a 
few  minutes. 

There  are  a number  of  churches  in  Portf- 
mouth, and,  among  the  reft,  a Quaker's  meeting. 
Very  few  members  of  this  fedl  refide  in  the  town; 
they  are  almoft  all  farmers  in  the  circumjacent 
country,  and,  like  all  Quakers  and  farmers,  honeft, 
{impie,  and  well  behaved. 

The  continued  rain  occafioned  my  remaining 
in  Portlmouth  a day  longer  than  I originally  in- 
tended. Hamptonfall , where  I paffed  the  night, 
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belongs  to  the  province  of  New  Hampfhire,  and 
conftitutes  the  boundaries.  Mr.  Wells  keeps  an 
inn  in  this  place,  which  Hands  in  high  repute  for 
neat  nefs. 

NEWBURY  PORT. 

Before  you  arrive  at  Newbury  Port,  you  have 
to  crofs  the  river  Merrimack,  by  means  of  a bridge, 
which,  prior  to  the  building  of  that  thrown  over 
the  Pifcataqua,  was  confidered  as  the  moft  elegant 
in  all  New  England.  It  is  at  leaf!  fhorter  by  one- 
third  than  the  latter,  and  the  arch,  which  mea- 
fures  only  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  width, 
is  fupported  by  a crooked  piece  of  timber,  mea- 
furing  twenty  feet,  which  gives  the  bridge,  at  firft 
fight,  a heavy  appearance.  Along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  before  you  come  to  this  bridge,  lies 
Newbury  new  town,  a pretty  extenfive  village, 
where  a number  of  fhips  are  built,  wiiich  are 
afterwards  equipped,  and  freighted  in  Newbury 
Port.  Mr.  Langdon  had  furnifhed  me  with  a 
letter  of  recommendation  to  his  friend  Jack- 
son,  from  whom  I flattered  myfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  receiving  fome  information  relative  to 
the  towm  and  its  trade.  But  this  gentleman  be- 
ing abfent  in  Bofton,  I wras  obliged  to  content 
myfelf  with  the  intelligence  I could  procure  from 
fome  inhabitants,  wdiom  I found  in  the  inn.  I 
learnt  that  the  trade  of  this  town,  which,  as  well 
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as  that  of  Portsmouth,  had  decayed  very  much 
fince  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  was,  for  the  laft 
years,  considerably  on  the  advance  ; that  it  was 
of  the  fame  nature  with  that  carried  on  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  other  parts  of  Maffachufetts  ; that 
the  quantity  of  tonnage  now  employed  by  this 
town,  amounted  to  fixteen  thoufand  tons  ; that 
the  exports  -were  valued,  in  1791,  at  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars  ; in  1 7 92,  at  two  hundred  and 
feventy-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  dollars;  in  1 793,  at  three  hundred  and  Seventy 
thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars;  in  1794,  at  four 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  five  dollars;  in  1795,  at  four  hundred  and 
ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-fix  dollars  ; 
that  it  has  very  few  fifhermen  ; that  the  harbour 
and  moorings  are  good,  fafe,  and  deep,  the  quays 
commodious  and  very  extenfive,  The  town  is 
almoft  as  large  as  Portfmouth.  Unfortunately 
there  is  a fhoal  of  quickfands  at  the  entrance  of 
the  haven,  which  obflrufts  the  navigation  two  or  j 
three  times  iii  the  courfe  of  the  year.  To  guard 
againft  the  mifchief,  which  otherwife  might  be- 
fall  veffels,  that  have  made  long  voyages,  two  ! 
light- houfes  have  been  ereéted  on  the  coaft,  one 
of  which  is  moveable,  and  capable  of  being  always 
ftationed  behind  the  other,  according  to  the  adual 
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fituation  of  the  pafs.  By  Iteering  their  courfe 
direCt  againft  that  point,  at  which  the  fécond 
light-houfe  is  concealed  behind  the  firft,  veffels 
are  enabled  to  fail  day  and  night  into  the  harbour, 
without  running  the  rifk  of  driving  on  the  fand 
banks. 

Newbury  Port  is  ' built  on  the  river  Merri- 
mack. It  has  ten  public  fchools.  A fociety  of 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Sea  Company,  have  eftablifhed  a very  bene- 
volent inftitution,  confuting  of  feveral  fmall  houfes 
on  Plumb  Ifland,  which  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  where  perfons,  who  have  fuffered  fhip- 
wreck,  find  fome  provifions,  fire-wood,  and  other 
articles  of  immediate  neceifity. 

Newdrury  Port  carries  on  a confiderable  trade 
with  the  Antilles,  and  receives  molafies  in  return, 
which  keeps  from  eight  to  ten  boiling-houfes  in 
employ.  There  are  likewife  fome  breweries  in 
the  town,  and  a very  large  nail  manufactory, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  fkilfully  con- 
ducted. Newbury.  Port  contains  about  four  thou- 
fand  inhabitants. 

The  road  from  Portfmouth  to  Boftpn  is  one 
continued  feries  of  houfes,  fhop-booths,  fmall 
manufactories  and  villages.  It  is  an  uninter- 
rupted garden.  The  road  is  in  every  part  better 
than  any  I ha  : ever  feen  in  America.  It  would 
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be  confidered  a delightful  road,  even  in  the  moil 
beautiful  diftriéts  of  France  and  England. 

IPSWICH. 

Ipfwich,  one  of  the  moft  considerable  villages 
on  this  road,  is  fituated  on  a river,  to  which  it 
gives  name,  and  on  which  fome  Ihips  are  built. 
This  fmall  harbour  participates  in  the  large  trade 
carried  on  with  MafTachufetts,  but  not  fo  exten- 
lively  at  prefent,  as  in  former  years. 

Flax  is  pretty  abundantly  cultivated  in  all  dif- 
tricfts  of  the  province,  and  feems  to  thrive  well. 
But  it  is  faid  to  be  in  greater  abundance  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  coaft,  at  leaft  every 
where  more  fo  than  hemp. 

BEVERLEY. 

Beverley  is  another  fmall  neat  village,  through 
which  the  road  pafies  to  Bolton.  Its  harbour  lies 
on  the  South  River.  It  is  fituated  on  a penin- 
fula  formed  by  that  and  the  North  River,  The 
trade  of  this  village  is  confined  entirely  to  Itock- 
filh,  in  which  branch  forty  vefiels  are  employed. 
The  fifli  are  cured  in  the  village  itfelf,  which  ren- 
ders it  very  unpleafant  to  pafs  through.  The 
number  of  vefiels,  which  fail  from  this  port  to 
Europe  or  the  colonies,  is  not  confiderable.  Sa- 
lem engrofles  almofi:  the  whole  trade. 
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SALEM.— MR.  GOLDHUE. 

Salem  is  one  of  the  handfomeft  fmall  towns  in 
the  United  States,  and  is  feparated  from  Beverley 
only  by  a bridge,  fifteen  feet  in  length.  The  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  which  increafes  yearly, 
amounts  to  ten  thoufand.  The  town,  in  refer- 
ence to  its  trade,  ranks  with  thofe  of  the  lixth 
rank  in  America,  and  with  thofe  of  the  fécond 
rank  in  Maffachufetts.  The  uncommonly  adtive 
and  enterprifing  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants  is  the 
foie  reafon  which  can  be  aferibed  for  the  great 
extent  and  rapid  progrefs  of  its  trade.  This  town 
has  no  cultivated  land  behind  it  to  fupply  its  ex- 
ports, which  in  America  is  with  juftice  confidered 
as  one  of  the  moft  effential  articles  of  commerce. 
Its  haven  is  but  fmall,  at  ebb  the  quays  are  dry, 
and  veffels  of  a larger  fize  muff  even,  at  high 
water,  unload  a part  of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  reach  thefe  quays.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing thefe  inconveniences,  the  annual  freightage 
from  this  port  exceeds  twenty  thoufand  tons. 
The  veffels  employed  in  this  fervice  fail  to  all  parts 
of  the  globe  ; twelve  of  them,  for  inftance,  are 
engaged  in  the  Eaft  India  trade,  one  of  which  ar- 
rived from  Calcutta  the  day  prior  to  my  entering 
the  town,  after  an  abfence  of  nine  months  and 
twelve  days,  of  which  thirty-two  days  were  paffed 
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at  Calcutta.  The  number  of  veflfels,  conftituting 
the  above  mentioned  rate  of  twenty  thoufand 
tons,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  hun- 
dred of  which  are  in  the  foreign  trade,  twenty 
are  coaficers,  and  thirty  follow  the  employment  of 


fiftiing.  The  exports  amounted,  in  1791,  to  fix 


hundred  and  ten  thoufand  and  five  dollars  ; in 
1792,  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty-feven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  three  dollars  ; in  1793,  to 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  and  fixty-fix 
dollars  ; in  1 794,  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  fifty-two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eleven 
dollars  ; in  1 795,  tonne  million  five  hundred  and 
four  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 
As  Salem  and  Beverley  have  only  one  cuftom- 
houfe  in  common  for  both  places,  the  exports 
from  the  latter  form  a proportion  in  this  calcula- 
tion, but  it  is  very  inconfiderable. 

With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  for- 
tunes of  nearly  three  hundred  thoufand  dollars, 
the  opulence  of  the  merchants  is  not  very  great  ; 
]but  all  the  inhabitants  find  themfelves  in  a flou- 
rifhing  condition,  which  is  the  lefs  fubjeâ  to  a 
reverfe,  as  the  mode  of  living  is  very  frugal,  and 
as  luxury  is  hitherto  little  known  amongft  them. 
Hence  all  the  profits  acquired  by  trade,  are  rc- 
imbarked  in  trade  ; and  this  accumulation  of  in- 
tereft  upon  intereft  infures  them  a large  capital, 
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by  which  they  are  enabled  to  bear  up  againft  any 
cafual  Ioffes.  The  major  part  of  the  fhipping 
from  Salem  is  freighted  from  Virginia  or  South 
Carolina.  In  thefe  provinces  of  America,  the 
land  yields  a greater  abundance  of  produce,  than 
the  veflels  employed  in  their  ports  will  fuffice  to 
export.  The  induftry  of  the  northern  ports,  there- 
fore, is  here  very  valuable,  the  produce  being  in 
an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  fhipping,  compared  with 
the  fouthern  ftates.  Salem  exports,  however, 
annually  from  feven  to  eight  thoufand  pounds  of 
fait  beef,  and  eighteen  thoufand  barrels  of  fifh. 
This  latter  article  has,  for  fome  years  paft,  been 
greatly  on  the  decline,  the  inhabitants  of  Salem, 
and  the  other  ports,  preferring  the  wholefale  trade 
as  more  lucrative.  The  commodities  imported 
from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  form  likewife  a 
branch  of  the  export  trade  of  this  port.  Hemp, 
iron,  Ruffia  leather,  are  employed  in  the  coafting 
trade.  Few  foreign  veffels  put  in  here.  The 
inhabitants  of  Salem  fay,  that  their  own  induftry 
leaves  no  room  for  the  fpeculations  of  ftrangers. 

An  European,  who  fancies  that  a man  cannot 
be  qualified  to  a<ft  as  captain  of  a fhip,  till  he  has 
made  a number  of  voyages,  and  paffed  through 
a regular  courfe  of  ftudy,  is  not  a little  furprized, 
when  he  is  informed,  that  the  merchants  of  Salem 
entruft  their  fhips  to  young  perfons,  who  have 
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frequently  been  only  one  year  at  fea.  As  they 
have  grown  up  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  compting- 
houfe,  they  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
price,  the  quality,  and  the  fale  of  each  different 
commodity.  The  firft  year  they  are  affociated 
with  a fkilful  fteerfmate,  and  adt  at  once  in  the 
capacity  of  captain  and  fupercargo.  Their  vef- 
fels,  whatever  may  be  the  caufe,  do  not  fuffer  fhip- 
wreck  more  frequently  than  other  fhips,  which 
are  more  cautiouily  navigated.  In  the  courfe  of 
a few  years  thefe  young  people  become  merchants 
themfelves,  the  captain’s  profits  being  very  con- 
fiderable.  As  they  generally  are  appointed  from 
the  families  of  merchants,  they  receive  affiftance 
from  their  employers. 

The  inconveniences  which  Salem  experiences 
from  the  fhallownefs  of  its  harbour,  fecure  them 
againft  all  hoftile  attacks.  The  entrance  to  the. 
haven  is  not  in  the  flighted;  degree  defended,  nor 
is  it,  indeed,  capable  of  defence. 

I was  upon  terms  of  great  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Go  ld  hue,  a member  of  the  Congrefs,  whom  I 
had  feen  at  Philadelphia.  The  friendly  recep- 
tion that  gentleman  gave  me,  and  the  patience 
with  which  he  relolved  my  queftions,  entitle  him 
to  the  fame  praife,  as  indeed  all  the  perfons  are 
entitled  to,  whom  I met  with  in  the  courfe  of 
my  long  journey.  Mr.  Gold  hue  is  a man  of  ftrong 
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intellect,  of  very  plain  manners,  and  is  very  well 
informed.  In  his  political  principles  he  is  a fe- 
deral ift,  and  of  courfe  an  advocate  for  the  treaty 
with  England.  The  town  of  Salem  entertains 
the  fame  opinion  as  he  does,  in  this  refpeCt, 
chiefly  on  account  of  their  dread  of  a war,  which 
they  confider  as  the  inevitable  confequence  of  the 
non-ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Before  I take  my  leave  of  Salem,  I muff  re- 
mark, that  the  day  previous  to  my  departure,  a 
veffel  arrived  in  this  port  from  Bourdeaux,  which 
brought  a great  quantity  of  filver  difhes  and  plates, 
in  payment  for  flour,  which  had  been  fold  to 
France.  The  plate  was  valued  by  weight,  and 
conftituted  a part  of  the  confifcated  property  of 
the  emigrants. 

Salem  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Effex, 
and  contains,  upon  an  average,  fixty-nine  thou- 
fand  inhabitants.  It  is  a handfome  town,  the 
houfes  are  good,  fmall,  and  neat,  and  perfectly 
accord  with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
Senate  Houfe  is  a fpacious,  and  even  elegant 
building. 

Salem  has  a fail-cloth  manufactory,  which  em- 
ploys a great  number  of  Ikilful  hands. 

This  town  is  the  fécond  fettle  ment  ereCted  by 
the  Europeans,  in  the  Maflachufètts.  It  was  be- 
gun in  1 022,  and  was  the  principal  feene  of  the 
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cruelties,  which  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and  the 
perfecuting  lpirit  of  the  priefts,  and  their  deluded 
votaries,  infiidcd,  in  1ÔQ2,  on  the  pretended  for- 
eerers.- 

MARBLEHEAD-  AND'  LYNNL 

On  the  fente  bay  with  Salem  1res*  another  fmalî 
port,  which,  in  refpeéi  to  its  fhipping,  is  of  greater 
confequence  than  Beverley.  Marblehead,  which 
is  lituated  in  the  midfe  of  rocks,  trades  only  in 
flock  fifli.  All  the  men  are  fo  entirely  occupied 
in  hilling,  that  the  town,  to  a ltranger,  who  paffes 
through  the  ftreets,  appears  to  be  foMv  inhabited 
by  women  and  children,  all  of  whom  have  a molt 
milerable  and  wretched  appearance.  Marble-' 
head  has  a cuftom-houfe,  and  the  exports  from 
this  place  conflit  in  a variety  of  articles,  the  value 
of  which,  in  1 7 g 4,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thoufand  dollars. 

Lynn,  which  is  dependent  upon  the  former 
place,  is  another  fmall  haven,  lying  nine  miles 
nearer  to  Bolton.  It  is  famous  for  its  fhoe  ma- 
nufactory. There  is  fcarcely  a houfe,  which  is 
not  inhabited  by  a Ihoe-maker  ; four  hundred 
thoufand  pairs,  moft  of  them  women’s  fhoes, 
are  made  here  every  year.  This  port  carries  on 
no  other  trade  than  the  exportation  of  fhoes  to 
Bolton,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  from  which 
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places  a great  number  are  fent  over  to  England. 
A quantity  arc  even  exported  directly  to  Europe 
from  Lynn  itfelf. 

BOSTON. 

The  Monument  created  in  Memory  of  General  Warren 
— Tonnage  of  the  Shipping  of  BoJlon—^Mr.  Jef- 
fery—Dr.  Eiifl;is>  & c._ 

At  length,  having  paired  through  the  fine  and 
îlourifhing  village  of  Charleftown,!  arrived  at  Bof- 
ton.  Ah  the  roads  leading  to  this  town  difplay 
the  profperity  and  opulence  of  the  inhabitants  in 
I a greater  degree  than  the  auffcerity  of  republican 
manners. 

I faw  this  day  the  fimple  and  affedling  monu- 
ment of  General  Warden,  who  commanded  in 
the  celebrated  battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill,  anno  1775, 

I which  coft  the  Englilh  fo  dearly,  and  taught  their 
troops  not  to  hold  the  courage  of  the  republican 
legions  in  contempt,  whilft  it  inspired  the  latter 
with  a juft  confidence  in  their  own  prowefs.  It 
muft  here  be  remembered,  that  General  Warren 
was  by  profeffion  a phyfician,  and  had  never 
ferved  in  the  army.  He  had  no  opportunity  of 
giving  proofs  of  his  great  talents,  this  being  the 
firft  action,  in  which  he  was  engaged.  But  his 
courage  and  patriotifm  eminently  diftinguifhed 

R 3 him, 


24Ô 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


him,  and  that  at  a time,  when  there  were  very 
few  of  his  countrymen,  who  did  not  difcover  ex- 
traordinary energy.  ■ ; 

This  fimple  monument  is  eredted  on  the  fpot 
where  the  fort  flood,  the  taking  of  which  coft  the 
Engl i hi  ninety  officers,  and  fourteen  hundred 
men,  and  in  which  attack  General  Warren  loft  j 
his  life.  It  was  built  by  the  direction  and  at  the 
expence  of  the  free-mafons,  of  which  order  the 
General  was  grand  matter. 

The  civilityffif  General  Lincoln,  commiffioner 
of  the  cuftoms  for  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  fur-  j 
lfifhed  me  with  an  opportunity  of  extracting  from 
the  regifter  of  the  office  the  tonnage,  belonging 
to  the  port  of  Bofton,  as  likewife  the  amount  of 
its  exports.  The  tonnage  will  amount  this  year 
to  ninety  thoufand  tons  ; at  leaft  it  amounted, 
according  to  the  number  of  fhips  regiftered,  for 
the  firft  nine  months,  to  feventy- three  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  thirty -nine  tons.  The  laft 
quarter  is  not  expedled  to  run  high,  on  which  ac- 
count I have  eftimated  it  at  only  feventeen  thou- 
land  tons.  In  1 7Q4,  the  whole  year  made  but 
fixty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven  J 
toffs';  and  in  1793,  no  more  than  fifty-three 
thoufand  and  forty-two.  Prior  to  this  period, 
the  law  had  not  pafted,  which  enaéts,  that  all 
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fhips  fhall  be  regiftered  in  the  ports  to  which 
they  belong. 

Of  the  feventy-three  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  tons,  which  have  been  regiftered 
> for  the  firft  nine  months  of  the  prefent  year,  fixty 
I thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninty-five  tons  are 
employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  eight  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  one  tons  are  employed  in  the 
coafting- trade,  and  three  hundred  and  nine  tons 
confift  of  vcffeLs  under  twenty  tons  each. 

The  exports  from  the  port  of  Bofton  amounted, 
in  l/Ql,  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thoufand  and  four  dollars;  in  1/92,  to  one 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  and 
thirty-eight  dollars;  in  1 79 3,  to  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  dollars;  in  1/Q4,  to  two  million  five 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  and  fifty-three 
dollars;  in  1795,  to  four  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  dollars.  In  1/88,  the  exports  amounted  to 
one  million  one  hundred  and  forty.- feyen  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  dollars. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  the  imports  with  accuracy, 
bccaufe  the  different  commodities  of  which  they 
confift,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.  The  fum  total 
of  thefc  duties  will  furnifh  but  a very  imperfect 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  importation.  The  num- 
R 4 * ber 
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ber  of  veiTels  from  foreign  ports,  that  is  to  fay, 
from  fuch  as  do  not  lie  within  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  will  yield  a better  criterion. 
The  veflels  which  put  into  Bofton  from  foreign 
ports,  were,  in  1 79 3,  four  hundred  and  thirty-fix  ; 
in  1794,  five  hundred  and  fixty-feven  ; in  1795, 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-five.  In  1784,  the 
number  was  four  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  my  firft  article  relative  to  Bofton,  I havq 
commented  on  the  irregularity  of  the  duties  paid 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ; of  their  difiatif- 
fadlion,  and  the  mifchief  which  reful ts  therefrom. 
The  votes  are  taken  on  this  tax,  (which  is  intend- 
ed to  defray  the  expences  of  the  ftreets,  the  pave- 
ment, the  watchmen,  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  in  the  hofpital,  and  the  free-fchools),  in  a 
public  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants,  held  the  be- 
ginning of  May  every  year.  It  produced  laft  year 
upwards  of  forty  thoufand  dollars,  making  ten 
thoufand  dollars  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars,  whioh  are 
collected  in  taxes  to  defray  the  expences  of  the 
government  for  the  ftate  of  Mafiachufetts,  Bofton 
pays  for  its  individual  quota  twelve  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars. 

Every  male  inhabitant  of  the  ftate  of  Mafia- 
ehufetts  is  aflefied  in  a tax,  which  is  fixed  through- 
out 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C. 


<24Q 


out  the  whole  {late  at  twenty-eight  centefimas, 
pr  the  twenty-eighth  of  a hundredth  part  of  a 
dollar.  In  Bofton  it  amounts  to  eighty-feven 
centefimas.  The  rife  in  the  price  of  every  article, 
is  the  principal  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  ad- 
vance.* 

Mr.  Jeffery,  an  Englifh  merchant,  who  has 
refided  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years  in  Bof- 
fon,  in  partnerfhip  with  Mr.  John  Ruffel,  re- 
queued, at  the  time  of  my  firft  journey,  that  I 
would,  on  my  return,  take  up  my  quarters  at  his 
houfe,  where  I palled  my  time  very  agreeably. 
He  is  an  excellent,  amiable  man,  a cheerful  com- 
panion, who  poffeffes  the  frank  and  friendly  car- 
riage, fo  natural  to  Englilhmen.  He  is  a bachelor, 
poffeffes  a very  large  fortune,  and  entertains  the 
bell  company  in  the  town  at  his  houfe,  among 
whom  Dr.  Eustis  deferves  particularly  to  be  no- 
ticed. The  DoCtor  is  a moll  amiable  and  well 
bred  gentleman,  pofleffing  great  cheerfulnefs  and 
equanimity  of  temper  ; his  political  principles  are 
wife  and  firm  ; he  is  fuperiof  to  prejudice,  and 
his  feelings  are  truly  noble.  Meffrs.  Jeffery  and 
Ruffel  have  eftablilhed  a very  extenlive  Ipermaceti 
manufactory,  and  employ  two  Ihips  in  the  whale- 

# For  a more  circumllantial  detail  of  the  duties,  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  laws  of  the  ilate  of  MafTachufetts,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  journey  of  1796. 

filhery. 
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fifhery.  They  employ  likewife  forty  Tabourers  in 
their  beautiful  rope-yard. 

Bofton  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  of  towns 
$o  live  in,  and  its  inhabitants  are  celebrated 
through  all  America  for  their  hofpitality  to  ftran- 
gers.  I met  here  again,  to  my  great  fatisfaftion, 
Mr.  Cabot,  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  Maf- 
fachufetts.  He  Hands  in  high  eftimation  among 
the  Americans,  on  account  of  his  well-informed 
mind  and  amiable  character.  1 experienced  from 
Mr.  Gore,  Advocate -General  of  the  United 
States,  and  a man  of  talents  ; from  Mr.  Sulli- 
van, Advocate-General  of  the  Hate  of  Mafia- 
chufetts,  a gentleman  of  great  acquirements, 
whom  the  federal  party  acçufe  of  differing  from 
them  in  politics;  and  likewife  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Russel,  perhaps,  the  richcft  merchant  in  Ame- 
rica, and  who  is  juftly  celebrated  for  his  great 
benevolence,  a degree  of  attention,  which  I can- 
not refrain  from  particularly  noticing,  among 
even  the  diftinguifhed  civilities  which  I received 
from  every  perfon  in  Bofton,  to  whom  I was  in- 
troduced. 

HINGHAM.— GENERAL  LINCOLN. 

General  Lincoln,  on  giving  me  the  cuftom- 
houfe  report  of  the  amount  of  tonnage  belonging 
to  Bofton,  which  I have  inferted  in  my  journal, 

ftipulated 
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ftipulated  with  me*  that  I fhould,  in  return  for 
this  fervice*  vifit  him  in  Hingham.  In  purfuance 
of  my  promife,  I fpent  twenty-four  hours  with 
him*  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  October.  General 
Lincoln  is  one  of  the  oldeft  Generals  who  fcrvcd 
in  the  American  war.  He  took  a part  in  the 
whole  of  the  conteft*  was  prcfent  in  every  action 
of  moment,  and  acquired  among  the  Generals  a 
great  military  name*  and  throughout  all  America 
the  reputation  of  an  excellent  and  honeft  man. 
After  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  he  was  entrufted 
with  feveral  négociations  with  the  Indians  ; and 
with  the  appeafmg  of  the  troubles,  which  broke 
out  in  Maffachufetts  in  1 787.  At  length  he  has 
been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  receipt  of  cuftoms; 
and  this  office,  the  moft  lucrative  in  the  gift  of 
the  government,  yields  him  an  annual  income  of 
nearly  five  thoufand  dollars,  he  being  allowed  five- 
eighths  per  cent  on  the  whole  of  the  receipts. 
He  has  to  keep  five  clerks,  who  do  all  the  bull- 
nefs  ; but  for  this  drawback  he  is  amply  indem- 
nified by  other  revenues  which  accrue  to  him 
from  his  fituation.  General  Lincoln  is  a member 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  the  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts. I have  read  a memoir,  written  by 
him,  which  contains  remarks  on  the  natural  hif- 
tory  of  America,  made  by  him  in  various  jour- 
nies,  with  an  account  of  his  expedition  againft  the 

infurgents 
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infurgents  in  the  year  1 7.87*  They  befpeak  him 
to  be  a man  of  great  ciearnefs  of  head,  ftudious 
only  of  the  public  weal*  His  family  lives  in  Hing- 
ham  ; and  he  himfelf  refides  there,  whenever  his 
official  bufinefs  will  permit. 

Hingham  is  famous  for  a number  of  fmall 
fchools,  which  arc  here  placed  together,  in  a fort 
of  college.  They  are  about  fourteen  in  number, 
and  are  attended  by  about  four  hundred  fcholars. 

The  foil  of  the  furrounding  lands  is  almoft  all 
fandy.  It  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  bufhels  of 
maize,  and  barley  and  rye,  in  a moderate  pro- 
portion. The  meadojvs  afford  from  the  acre,  not 
more  than  forty  hundred-weight  of  hay,  even 
at  the  beft.  This  land,  too,  cofts  from  twenty 
to  forty  dollars  an  acre.  The  bufinefs  of  this 
fmall  village  confifts  in  the  manufacture  of  tubs, 
pails,  and  all  other  veffels  of  coopers’  work, 
which  are  in  common  ufe  as  domeftic  utenfils. 
The  packet-boat  which  fails  between  Hingham 
and  Bofton,  conveys  a confiderable  quantity  of 
thefe  veffels  to  Bofton  ; and  of  thefe,  a part  is 
thence  exported  to  England.  The  wood  employ- 
ed is  chiefly  fir,  from  the  province  of  Maine.  Ge- 
neral Lincoln  poffeffes  very  extenfive  eftates  in 
this  province. 

I cannot  avoid  doing  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
here  mentioning,  with  due  refpeét,  the  name  of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Lincoln,  the  widow  of  the  eideft  fon  of 
General  Lincoln  : fhe  refides  in  Hingham.  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  there  in  company 
i with  her,  during  my  fhort  ftay  with  the  General. 

| I found  her  to  be  one  of^the  moft  agreeable 
women  in  all  America.  She  is  no  lefs  admired 
for  the  excellencies  of  her  mind  than  for  the 
charms  of  her  perfon. 

This  difîriét  makes  a part  of  the  county  of 
Suffolk.  It  contains  a great  number  of  mills  for 
fawing  timber,  grinding  corn,  and  waulking  cloth. 
Some  of  thcfe  are  put  in  motion  by  the  flux  of 

the  tide. 

The  highway  between  Hingham  and  Ply- 
mouth opens  to  the  view  no  interefting  profpedls. 
The  dwell ing-houfes  are  pretty  numerous,  but  are 
fcattered  between  the  rocks  and  the  beach.  Here 
is  a want  of  money  and  agricultural  intelligence 
to  bring  the  county  into  that  condition  of  im- 
provement and  opulence  of  which  it  is  evidently 
fufceptible. 

PLYMOUTH. 

The  colonifts  of  this  territory  landed  here  in 
the  year  1020.  They  were  emigrants  who  had 
left  England,  on  account  of  their  religion,  and 
were  about  an  hundred  in  number.  They  ar- 
rived on  this  coaft,  without  any  certain  determi- 
nation, where  to  fettle.  It  is  faid  that  their 

choice 
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choice  was  fixed,  when,  on  a morning,  they  ap- 
proached Cape  Cod,  and  obferved  a bay  and  a 
river,  which  reminded  them  of  Plymouth  in 
England.  They  landed,  and  obtained  from  the 
Indians  the  ceffion  of  fufficient  territory  ; con- 
ftrudted  huts  for  their  habitations  ; cleared  a part 
of  their  lands,  and  fowcd  com  for  their  fufte- 
nance.  Thefe  fugitives  from  perfecution,  had 
not  been  here  more  than  two  years,  when  they 
declared  war  againft  the  Indians,  among  whom 
they  had  been  received,  and  threatened  to  expel 
them  out  of  their  poflcffions. 

New  emigrants,  from  time  to  time,  reforted 
hither  from  Europe.  Other  fettlements  were 
formed.  Force  or  artifice  extorted  from  the  un- 
fortunate Indians,  new  ccffions  of  territory. 

The  war  with  the  Indians  wras  not  of  long 
duration.  Thefe  fimple  people  made  no  great 
difficulty  of  relinquifhing  a few  acres,  from  which 
they  had  never  derived  great  advantage.  And, 
without  any  prejudices  againft  the  colonifts,  or 
in  favour  of  the  natives,  it  may  be  reafonably  be- 
lieved, that  the  greater  part  of  the  enormities  and 
crimes  attributed  to  the  Indians,  originated  pri- 
marily from  the  conduct  of  the  European  en- 
croachers  on  their  pofteffions. 

The  rock  on  which  thefe  firft  colonifts  landed, 
is  ftill  Carefully  pointed  out  to  ftrangers.  The 

place 
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place  they  called  Plymouth,  in  remembrance  of 
their  native  land.  The  fea  has,  fmce  that  time,, 
thrown  up  fand  over  the  rock  to  the  height  of 
twenty  feet.  But  the  tradition  of  the  firft  land- 
ing {till  preferred  the  knowledge  of  the  precife 
fpot  on  which  it  took  place.  At  the  dawn  of  the 
revolution,  the  fand  was  cleared  away  from  it. 
With  no  little  toil,  they  penetrated  at  laft  through 
twenty  feet  in  depth  of  fand,  to  the  very  rock. 
The  rock  was  fplit  into  two  parts,  as  it  was  laid 
bare  ; and  this  circumftance  was  regarded  as  an 
unlucky  omen  of  the  political  feparation  of  Ame- 
rica from  England.  The  largeft  half  ftill  remains 
in  its  former  fituation  ; the  other  was,  with  great 
difficulty,  conveyed  to  the  market-place  of  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  where  it  now  lies.  Both  are 
in  the  ftate  of  rugged  blocks,  without  infeription, 
or  any  thing  of  monumental  form,  fuch  as  might 
indicate  wdiat  is  peculiar  to  them,  and  diftinguifh 
them  from  the  many  other  ftones  wdiich  lie 
around. 

This  rock  which,  from  the  high  veneration 
beftowed  on  it,  naturally  attracts  the  curiofi ty  of 
ftrangers,  is,  however,  the  only  thing  particularly 
remarkable  in  that  place.  Its  trade  is  confined 
to  the  fifhery.  Seventy  fchooners,  of  from  thirty 
to  forty  tons  burthen  each,  and  two  or  three  of 
one  hundred  tons,  go  the  fifhery  upon  the  bank  : 

feme. 
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fome  Mi  on  the  coaft.  The  largeft  of  thefe 
veflels  carry  their  cargoes  of  flfh  to  fale  in  Europe, 
or  in  the  Weft  India  ifles.  The  road  is  fcarce  |; 
fufficiently  flickered  from  the  north- eaft  wind  ; { 
and  the  harbour  is  left  dry  by  the  ebbing  tides. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  revolution , all 
the  veflels  belonging  to  this  port,  were  either  j 
captured  or  burnt  by  the  Englifh.  Their  num-  j 
ber  was  greater  than  that  of  the  veflels  which 
belong  to  it,  at  prefent  ; and  its.  trade  was,  then, 
more  conflderable.  I know  not  but  it  may  be  | 
the  remembrance  of  what  then  took  place, which 
now,  fo  much  exafperates  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  Plymouth  againft  England.  Artizans,  labourers 
in  hufbandry,  failors,  are  all,  here,  in  a rage,  againft  ! 
the  late  treaty.  Perfons  of  high  rank  likewdfe 
declare  againft  it,  though  with  lefs  of  open  and  j 
indecent  fury.  It  is  the  general  voice,  that  Ame- 
rica ought  to  form  an  oftenftve  and  defenfivc 
league  with  France,  and  to  declare  war  againft 
England.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I have  been  ; 
aflured,  that  the  richer  ciafs  of  the  people  are,  for 
the  greater  part,  of  opinion  that  a treaty  of  com- 
merce and  political  amity  with  England  is  in- 
difpenflbly  neceflary  to  the  welfare  of  America. 

In  addition  to  the  fifliery,  the  trade  of  Plymouth 
is  in  part  produced  by  its  forges  and  manufactures 
in  iron,  The  works  in  which  thefe  manufactures 
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are  carried  on,  confift,  in  a confiderable  propor- 
tion, of  mill-machinery,  that  is  put  in  motion  by 
the  fmall  river  which  here  falls  into  the  bay.  As 
pit-coal  and  iron-ftone,  are  plentiful  ; from  eighty 
to  an  hundred  men  are  kept  conftantly  at  work 
in  thefe  manufactures.  The  town  contains  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants  ; and  their  number  is 
annually  augmented. 

The  exports  from  Plymouth  amounted,  in  the 
year  1/91,  to  fifteen  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars;  in  ] 79 2,  to  twenty-eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  ; in 
1 7Q3,  to  twenty-nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-fcven  dollars;  in  1794,  to  thirty-five  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  fifty- two  dollars  ; in  1795, 
to  fifty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  dollars. 

I had  a letter  of  introduction  to  General  War- 
ren, an  old,  grey-headed  man,  who  was  much 
employed  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  but 
rather  for  the  economy  of  the  army,  over  which 
he  had  great  influence,  than  on  account  of  any 
ability  he  could  be  fuppofed  to  poflefs  for  a&ual 
fervice  in  the  field.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  and 
very  feeble.  His  wife  is  as  old  as  himfelf,  but 
much  more  lively  in  converfation.  Like  the 
other  ladies  of  America,  flhe  has  read  a great  deal 
Vql.  II,  S 
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on  a variety  of  fubjedts.  She  has  even  publifbed 
one  or  two  . volumes  of  tales,  which  are  much 
eftccmed  ; and  has  written  a hiflory  of  the  Ame- 
rican revolution,  which  her  hufband  and  fhe  have, 
with  great  prudence,  refolved  not  to  fend  to  the 
prefs  while  they  live,  but  to  leave  for  publication 
after  their  death  : the  truth  may  then,  they  lay, 
be  fafely  declared.  In  the  mean  time,  this  work 
has  been  read,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  lèverai 
friends,  who  give  it  the  character  of  an  impartial  ! 
and  well-written  work.  This  old  lady,  at  the  age 
of  fevcnty,  is  truly  interefting  ; for  Ihe  has  loft  j 
neither  the  adtivity  of  her  mind,  nor  the  graces 
of  her  perfon  ; though  Ihe  ftill  laments  the  death 
of  a fon  file  loft  in  the  war,  with  the  fame  ten-  j 
dernefs  and  earned:  forrow  as  on  the  day  on  which  i 
he  fell.  She  ftill  reads  his  letters,  has  his  portrait  j 
conftantly  in  her  view;  but  notwithftanding  all 
this  fond  attachment  to  his  memory,  is  equally  | 
affectionate  to  her  furviving  children.  One  of 
thefe,  I fay/  at  the  houfe  of  General  Lincoln,  who 
had  like  wife  fuffered,  during  the  war,  by  the  lofs 
of  his  leg,  in  a fea-fight,  on  board  a frigate.  This 
refpedtable  lady  is  defcended  from  a family  who 
are  like  herfelf  diftinguilhed  for  genius  and  lite- 
rature. She  is  filter  to  Mr.  Otis,  a lawyer  of 
great  reputation  in  Maflachufetts,  who  had  a con- 

ftderable 
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fiderable  fhare  in  the  revolution,  and  is  faid  to  be 
a man  of  great  merit.  He  is  father  to  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  whom  I mentioned  above. 

Plymouth  is  the  principal  town  of  the  county 
of  the  fame  name,  a diftrift  that  contains  twenty- 
nine  thoufand  inhabitants.  . The  foil  is  rugged* 
and  not  very  fertile  ; but  it  is  full  of  iron  ores* 
which  Supply  materials  for  very  confiderable  iron 
manufactures. 

DISTRICT  OF  NEW  BEDFORD. 

The  road  from  Plymouth  hither,  is  tedious  and 
very  imperfeCt.  Plymouth  lies  at  the  diflance  of 
not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  New  Bedford  ; 
and  both  thefe  towns  belong  to  the  fame  ftate. 
Yet,  fo  rare  is  the  intercourfe  between  them,  that 
no  perfon  in  Plymouth  could  inform  me  of  the 
direction  of  the  road  to  New  Bedford,  farther 
than  for  the  firft  fix  miles.  Amidft  continual  en- 
quiries concerning  the  road  which  is  little  ufed, 
and  interfered  by  many  crofs  paths,  I wandered 
out  of  my  way.  I was,  befides,  milled  by  the 
mifehievous  waggery  of  a dumb  man,  -which  fent 
me  aftray  five  miles  farther.  But  few  houfes  are 
to  be  feen  in  this  traCt,  and  thefe  lie  at  wide  dis- 
tances from  one  another.  The  ground  is  rugged, 
and  the  foil  fandy.  The  woods,  which  extend 
all  the  way,  confifl  chiefly  of  firs  and  birches*  moft 
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of  which  are  likely  to  be  burnt  for  charcoal.  The 
burning  of  charcoal  is  the  only  fort  of  induftry  in  j 
which  the  people  are  feen  to  be  engaged,  along 
the  whole  road.  There  is  abundance  of  iron- 
ftone,  fufficiently  rich  in  ore  for  workings  here  as  ! 
well  as  at  Plymouth.  There  is  every  where  an 
air  of  poverty,  the  effect  either  of  a poor  or  of  | 
an  ill -cultivated  foil.  I had  great  pleafure  in  fall-  j 
ing  in  with  two  negro  families,  who  live  here  on  j 
fmall  pofleffions  of  their  own,  which  they  main- 
tain in  as  good  a ftate  of  culture,  as  thofe  of  their 
neighbours.  Such  inftances  are  not  rare  in  the  j 
ftate  of  Maflachufetts. 

A heavy  and  ineeflant  rain,  by  which  1 was 
wetted  to  the  fkin,  obliged  me  to  halt  at  Mid- 
dleborough,  at  a fmall  inn,  the  landlord  of  which 
was  concerned  in  the  iron- works.  The  iron-ore 
is  found  in  Pond  Allowamfet,  in  great  plenty, 
either  at  the  furface  or  at  the  depth  of  a fmgie 
foot  under  water.  This  red  ore  fometimes  con- 
tains a fourth  part,  fometimes  not  more  than  an 
eighth  part  of  pure  iron.  The  ore  is  dragged 
from  under  the  water,  in  nearly  the  fame  manner 
as  oyfters  are  raifed  from  the  bank.  It  is  now, 
however,  much  lefs  abundant  than  formerly.  A 
man  who,  fifteen  years  fince,  wrould  have  been 
able  to  gather  two  or  three  tons  in  the  year  by  his 
own  labour,  can  now  fcarcely  procure  one  ton. 

Another 
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Another  pond  adjacent  to  Middleborôugh,  yields 
this  ore  in  greater  quantity  ; but  it  is  deeper,  and 
confequcntly  the  ore  is  lefs  eafily  to  be  raifed 
from  its  bottom. 

The  mailers  at  this  work  earn  forty  dollars  a 
month  ; the  common  workmen  are  paid  at  the 
fame  rate  as  the  labourers  in  hufbandry,  which 
affords  them  feven  or  eight  dollars  a month. 
Land  coils  two  dollars  an  acre,  unlefs  when  it  is 
fuppofed  to  contain  iron-ore  ; and  in  this  cafe, 
the  price  is  higher  or  lower,  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  its  richnefs  in  ore.  This  inn  ftands  at 
eighteen  miles  diftance  from  Plymouth.  Its  beds 
were  full  of  workmen  from  the  forges  and  nail- 
makers  ; but  the  landlord  promifed  me  a bed  as 
foon  as  the  rain  ihould  ceafe.  The  rain  continued 
to  fall,  till  it  was  too  late  to  reach  New  Bedford 
that  night;  I was,  therefore,  obliged  to  halt,  after 
travelling  five  miles  farther,  at  an  inn  of  mean 
appearance,  which  hunger  and  fatigue  made  me 
regard  as  comfortable. 

Next  day  about  noon,  I entered  New  Bedford. 
It  is  not  above  thirty  years  finee  this  town  was 
founded.  It  was  one  of  thofe  places  which  fiif- 
fered  the  mod  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Ships,  warehoufes,  dwell ing-houfes,  were  all 
burnt  by  the  Englifh.  The  Ioffes  which  the  town 
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fuffered,  exceeded  three  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
fand  dollars.  Trade  did  not  foon  revive  ; but  is 
now,  however,  at  à greater  height  than  ever. 

The  difhiét  of  New  Bedford  comprehends  five 
fmall  fea-port  towns— New  Bedford,  Weftport, 
Rochefter,  Wareham,  and  Dartmouth.  The  four 
laft  of  thefe  are,  properly  fpeaking,  only  docks  for 
fhip-building.  Moft  of  the  fhips  built  in  them 
find  immediate  fale,  either  at  New  Bedford  or  in 
fome  other  harbour  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  There  belong,  at  prefent,  to  thofe  few 
towns,  twenty  vefiels,  of  from  thirty  to  eighty 
tons  burthen  each,  which  are  employed  in  the 
coafting- trade,  all  except  two  or  three,  which  go 
to  the  fifhery  upon  the  great  bank.  New  Bed- 
ford is  a place  of  greater  trade  than  the  others; 
builds  more  vefiels;  and  has  a good  road,  wdiich 
is  at  leaft  excellently  Iheltered  from  the  eaftwind. 
The  land  round  New  Bedford  is,  in  general,  far 
from  fertile  ; and  there  are  many  other  fea-port 
towns  on  the  coaft  of  Maflachufetts.  The  ex- 
ports from  this  place  are  therefore  confined  to 
fruit,  pulfe,  maize,  falted  flefh  and  fifh,  wdth  fome 
eoarfe  iron-work.  Thefe  vefiels  are  not  always 
freighted  from  this  port,  but  are  ufually  hired  by 
the  merchants  belonging  to  it.  Thofe  from  New 
Bedford  are  engaged  chiefly  in  the  whale-fifhery, 

which 
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which  is  eonfiderably  fuccefsful  nigh  the  ifland 
of  Nantucket,  at  five  and  twenty  miles  diftance 
from  New  Bedford. 

New  Bedford  employs,  at  prefent,  twelve  vef- 
fels  in  the  fifhery,  each  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  and  feventy  tons  burthen. 
Nantucket  fends  out  thirty  veffels  ; Bofton,  two 
©r  three  ; Rhode- Ifland,  one. 

THE  WHALE-FISHERY. 

Whales  arc  found  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  and 
ki  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  the  fame  latitudes,  in  the 
Weft  Indian  Seas,  and  as  far  eaftward  as  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the  eighteenth  to  the 
twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude.  The  mode  in 
which  they  are  taken,  is  well  known  ; but  I be- 
lieve the  information  I am  enabled  to  offer  pof- 
feffes  fome  fhare  of  novelty. 

The  deftination  of  the  fifliing-voyages  is  fb 
fettled,  that  the  return  of  the  fhips  is  expelled 
within  the  courfie  of  from  ten  to  eighteen  months 
after  their  departure.  The  fifhing  is  not  always 
alike  fuccefsful.  But,  it  never  fails  to  afford  the 
owners  a profit  of  at  leaft  twenty  per  cent  upon 
the  adventure,  the  expences  of  fitting  out  which 
are  very  confiderable.  Bcfide  the  coft  of  the  vef- 
fel,  there  are  alfo  to  be  reckoned,  the  expence 
of  two  boats,  of  lines,  harpoons,  axes,  kettles,  bar- 
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rels  with  iron  hoops,  and  provifions  for  the  crew* 
to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  dollars. 
The  crew  receive  no  wages,  but  have  a certain 
lhare  of  the  blubber.  The  captain  has  a fifth  j 
part  ; the  pilot  a five-and- fortieth,  or  a fixtieth 
part  of  what  they  take.  A veffel  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  burthen  will  return  with  two  hun-  j 

dred  and  ten  or  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of  jj 

blubber,  befide  the  whalebone.  In  1/93,  the 
medium  price  of  blubber,  or  whale-oil,  was  fixty- 
five  dollars  a ton.  The  blubber  of  the  fpermaceti- 
tvhale  was  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  a 
ton  ; that  of  other  whales,  fifty-five  dollars  a ton  ; 
thefe  laft  are  very  plentiful  in  the  feas.  The  price 
is  now  twice  as  much.  The  increafe  of  price  is 
owing  to  tire  extraordinary  demand  for  train-oil 
and  fpermaceti-candles,  and  to  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  the  fhips,  which  have  lately  gone  from 
Europe  upon  the  whale  fifhery.  The  captain’s 
profits  from  a fuccefsful  voyage  amount  to  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  dollars  for  com- 
mon years,  but  at  prefent  to  between  feventeen 
and  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

A fhip  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  is  manned 
with  a crew  of  fifteen  perfons.  Of  thefe,  twelve 
man  the  two  boats  in  the  purfuit  of  the  whales  ; 
while  the  other  three  remain  on  board.  Larger 
veffels  have  a third  boat  and  fix  additional  hands. 

The 
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The  blubber,  which  has  been  barrelled  at  fea,  is 
to  be  again  put  into  frefh  barrels,  and  cleared 
from  a fediment  that  is  formed  in  the  barrels,  be- 
fore it  be  carried  to  market  ; for  though  the  fedi- 
ment be  as  fit  as  the  reft  for  ufe  in  the  foap-works, 
yet  the  oil  in  which  it  appears  is  regarded  as  of 
inferior  quality  in  the  European  market.  This 
fediment,  and  a fort  of  white  flefh,  which  is 
found  in  the  head  and  belly  of  the  whale,  are 
then  fqueezed  in  a prefs.  A new  quantity  of  oil 
of  the  beft  quality  is  thus  obtained.  The  refi- 
due,  which  remains  after  the  firft  prefting,  is  put 
again  into  the  prefs,  and  more  forcibly  fqueezed 
than  before.  It  affords  a certain  quantity  of  oil  ; 
and  it  is  the  produce  of  this  laft  fqueezing  which, 
after  undergoing  a boiling,  is  poured  into  moulds, 
and  forms  fpermaceti  candles.  Thefe  are  fold 
for  half  a dollar  a pound.  Thofe  which  are  Iper- 
maceti-filhes  yield  this  matter  in  great  quantity. 
In  their  heads  alone  there  are  often  five  or  fix  tons 
of  this  matter  ; though  the  other  whales  have  the 
head  differently  compofed,  and  do  not  afford 
above  a quarter  of  a ton  out  of  each  head.  Thus 
all  whales  yield  more  or  lefs  of  this  matter  which 
is  fo  much  valued  as  a material  for  candles. 

The  veffels  for  the  fifhery  are  built  without  any 
very  remarkable  pecu  liarity  of  ftrudlure.  Only, 
there  ftands,  between  the  mails,  a great  cauldron 

for 


266 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


for  the  making  of  the  oil,  and  the  openings  on  j 
the  decks  are  made  unufually  wide,  in  order  that 
the  barrels  may  be  the  more  eafily  moved  up  and 
down.  The  oil,  when  it  is  hot,  is  apt  to  pene-  j 
trate  and  injure  the  wood  of  a newly  built  veflel  ; ; 

and,  on  this  account,  it  is  ufual  to  fend  Ihips  on 
a voyage  or  two  to  Europe  before  employing  them  j 

in  the  whale-fifliery.  Thofe  merchants,  who  are 
concerned  in  this  fifhery,  are  accuftomed  to  pur- 
chafe  vefTcls  which  have  been  built  two  or  three 
years.  The  alterations  neceflary,  to  fit  them  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fifhery,  are  inconfiderable. 

From  all  that  I had  heard  or  read,  I was  lead 
to  think  the  whale -fifhery  to  be  a very  perilous 
employment  to  the  men  who  are  engaged  in  it.  j 
They  muft  meet,  as  I fhould  have  fuppofed,  with 
many  unhappy  accidents.  I have/however,  been 
aflured  of  the  contrary.  The  fleet  from  Nan- 
tucket, confifting  of  thirty  vefleis,  did  not  lofe, 
laft  year,  a Angle  man  ; this  year  they  have  loft 
but  two  men.  People  here  can  fcarcely  recoiled; 
a Angle  inftance  of  any  perfonlofing  his  life  from 
any  accident  in  the  fifhery.  Neither  here  nor  in 
Nantucket  can  any  inftance  be  mentioned  of  a 
man’s  having  been  killed  or  hurt  by  any  of  the 
whales.  The  boats  are  indeed,  often  overturned 
by  the  whales. 

Hudfon’s  Bay,  and  the  feas  adjacent  to  the 
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coafls  of  Greenland  and  Labrador,  abound  more 
than  the  fouthern  feas,  in  whales,  and  thofe  of  a 
larger  fize,  and  fuch  as  afford  oil  of  a better  qua- 
lity. But  the  ice,  which  floats  there  in  raft 
maires,  renders  the  fifhing  much  more  dangerous 
in  thefe  northern  latitudes.  One  of  thefe  maffes 
of  ice  linking  againll  a fhip  is  fufficient  to  dafli 
it  in  pieces.  Befides,  the  fhips  cannot  remain  at 
fca,  for  a fufficient  length  of  time,  upon  the 
coafls.  Some  American  fhips  repair  to  that 
fifhery  as  they  return  from  Europe  ; but,  in  ge- 
neral, the  whaie-fifhery  in  the  northern  feas  is 
abandoned  to  the  European  fifhermen. 

Although  the  fifhery  on  the  coafls  of  Africa 
and  the  Brazils  be  flill  fufficiently  fuccefsful,  yet 
it  is  thought  that  the  numbers  of  the  whales  in 
thofe  parts  begin  to  be  diminifhed.  The  reafon 
affigned  for  this  is,  that  fuch  a number  of  the  fe- 
males of  this  fpcciesare  annually  dcllroyed,  with- 
out which  the  young  ones  can  neither  be  pro- 
duced nor  nourifhed  immediately  after  the  birth. 
(The  Engliffi  call  the  males,  females,  and  young 
of  the  whale,— bulls,  cows,  and  calves). 

Twenty  years  fince,  whales  were  confiderably 
numerous  on  the  coafls  of  America.  Even  within 
thefe  fix  or  feven  years,  whales  were  to  be  found 
here,  though  not  in  fuch  numbers  as  formerly. 
At  prefent,  it  is  thought  a very  remarkable  oc- 
currence, 
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currence,  if  one  fliould  happen  to  be  feen  in 
thefe  parts.  The  whales  have  been  frightened 
entirely  away,  fo  that  two  or  three  ihips  can 
hardly  procure  a tolerable  freight  for  the  feafon, 
by  hilling  in  thefe  feas.  The  fpermaceti- whales 
have  been  found  chiefly  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  on 
the  coafts  of  Africa  and  Madagafcar,  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Peru;  and  Chili. 

Train-oil  and  fpermaceti-candlés  are  brought 
into  different  fea- ports  of  America  by  fhips  be- 
longing to  New  Bedford,  which  has  alfo  two  or 
three  veffels  employed  in  the  trade  to  Europe. 
Twenty  ihips  belonging  to  the  fame  ports  are 
conftantly  engaged  in  the  coafting- trade.  But 
this  laft  trade  is  fo  languid  that  the  cuftom-houfe 
dues  ariflng  from  it,  for  the  hrft  nine  months  of 
the  year  1 795,  did  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  dollars.  During  the  whole  year  1790, 
it  yielded  but  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  dollars. 
As  to  the  amount  of  the  yearly  exports  from  New 
Bedford;  the  value  of  thefe  was,  in  the  year 
X79E  twenty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars;  in  the  year  17Q2,  twenty-feven 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy-fix  dollars  ; 
in  1793,  twenty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars;  in  1 794,  eighty- two  thou- 
fand and  eighty-five  dollars;  in  1795,  fixty-two 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  two  dollars. 
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The  harbour  lies  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Acchuffnet.  The 
anchorage  is  excellent.  That  part  of  the  breadth 
of  the  river,  which  is  navigable  to  veffels  of  a 
certain  burthen  up  to  the  town,  is  very  narrow  ; 
the  reft  of  the  river  being  very  fhallow,  and  full 
of  rocks.  The  harbour  is  befides  protected  by  a 
fort,  beyond  which  fhips  entering  it  cannot  pro- 
ceed more  than  a quarter  of  a mile.  The  river 
Acchuffnet  pours  its  waters  into  the  bay  of  the 
fame  name.  This  bay  has  alfo  a communication 
with  Buzzard  Bay,  which  is  feparated  from  the 
bay  of  Cape  Cod  by  an  ifthmus  of  the  breadth  of 
three  or  four  miles.  There  is  a project  for  cut- 
ting a canal  through  the  ifthmus. 

The  trade  of  New  Bedford  is  almoft  all  in  the 
hands  of  Quakers.  About  one-half  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  of  this  fedi.  They  are,  in  general,  an 
honeft,  frank,  orderly,  fet  of  people.  I received 
a pretty  full  account  of  them  from  William 
Ru  s h . He  is  proprietor  of  fix  veffels.  His  family 
has  been,  for  fome  generations,  engaged  here  in 
trade.  With  the  moft  obliging  readinefs  to  fa- 
tisfy  any  enquiries  which  are  made  of  him,  he 
joins  an  uncommon  clearnefs  of  ideas.  His  father 
is  one  of  thofe  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  whom 
M.  De  Calonne  invited  to  Dunkirk,  to  intro- 
duce the  bufmefs  of  the  whale-fifhery  into  France. 

In 
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In  1786,  Rufh  began  the  bufmefs  of  tl>é  whale- 
fifhery  at  Dunkirk,  with  not  more  than  two  ftiips  ; 
and,  in  the  year  1793,  no  fewer  than  forty  Ihips 
failed  from  Dunkirk  to  the  whale -fifhery.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  trade  and  mercantile  opulence 
were  rapidly  increafmg  in  France,  at  the  time 
when  the  revolution  commenced,  and  the  prefent 
war  broke  out.  When  liberty  fhall  be  fecurely 
and  permanently  eftablifhed  in  France,  that  ac- 
tivity, which  is  a well-known  charaéleriftic  of  li- 
berty, will  be  much  more  alive  than  ever,  to  the 
improvement  of  every  branch  of  induftry  and 
commerce.  Ferfons  of  all  ranks  will  then  take 
a part  in  whatever  can  augment  the  honourable 
opulence  of  the  land  ; and  our  country  will  be 
raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  profperity. 

This  worthy  Rufh,  who  is  now  fixty-five  years 
of  age,  has  all  the  activity  of  a young  man.  He 
went  to  France  with  ftrong  prejudices  againft  it  ; 
yet,  nothing  lefs  than  the  crimes  and  diforders 
which  he  there  witnefied  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  him  leave  that  country  and  return 
to  America.  He  loves  the  character,  the  fprightly 
manners,  the  mode  of  doing  bufmefs,  which  pre- 
vail among  the  French  nation.  He  is  pleafed 
with  the  integrity  of  the  French  merchants,  and 
delighted  with  the  climate  of  France.  He  fpeaks, 
in  fhort,  as  a Frenchman;  but,  he  abhors  the 
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crimes  which  have  attended  the  revolution.  Of 
its  excelles  he  judges  for  himfelf  with  tendernefs, 
yet  with  difcernment. 

J 

TOWNSHIP  OF  NEW  BEDFORD;  COUNTY  OF  BRIS- 
TOL; VALUE  OF  PRODUCTS,  AND  OF  LABOUR. 

In  the  country  round  New  Bedford,  where  the 
foil  is,  in  general,  of  moderate  fertility,  confider- 
I able  numbers  of  oxen  are  annually  fattened  for  the 
ftipply  of  provifions  to  the  fhips  in  the  harbour, 
and  to  thofe  even  wdiich  belong  to  Nantucket. 
Land  cofts  from  twelve  to  eighteen  dollars  an 
acre.  Beef  is  fold  at  the  rate  of  fix-pence  a pound. 
Flour  is  here  fcarce,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other 
fmall  towns  of  Maflachufetts.  It  cofts  at  prefent 
from  thirteen  to  fourteen  dollars  a barrel.  The 
bread  is  commonly  made  of  maize  and  barley  ; 
and  this  is  indeed  the  ulual  bread  throughout  the; 
whole  ftate.  Bifcuit  is  the  only  wh eaten  bread 
to  be  found  in  the  inns.  The  wages  of  all  forts 
of  ordinary  labourers  are  at  the  rate  of  from  eight 
to  nine  dollars  a month.  Ships  coft  from  forty 
to  forty -two  dollars  a ton.  New  Bedford  lies  in 
the  county  of  Briftol,  of  which  the  head-town 
is  Taunton.  This  county  contains  about  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  is  remarkable  for 
the  great  abundance  of  iron-ore  which  it  affords. 
A copper-mine  was  here  lately  opened  for  the  firft 
time. 
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RHODE-ISLAND. — NEWPORT.— MR.  ELEM. 

The  road  from  New  Bedford  to  Rhode-Ifland, 
like  that  from  Plymouth,  is  rugged  with  rocks 
and  loofe  ftones,  and  leads  through  a hilly  tract 
of  country.  You  pafs  through  the  townlhip  of 
Weftport,  and  near  that  part  of  the  river  where 
veflels  are  built,  which  take  in  their  cargo  at  the 
diftance  of  a mile  below.  Only  two  fchooners 
belonged  to  this  port  ; but  of  thefe  one  has  been 
recently  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Salem,  on  its 
return  from  a voyage  to  the  province  of  Maine. 

The  boundaries  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland 
commence  at  the  diftance'of  three  miles  on  this 
fide  of  the  bay,  at  a place  called  ufually  Baft  Paft 
fage,  where  it  is  propofed  to  build  a bridge  for 
the  purpofe  of  connecting  the  ifland  with  the 
main  land.  This  paffage  is  not  broad,  and  the 
depth  of  the  water  is  thirty  feet.  But,  the  tide 
flows  and  ebbs  with  fuch  a ftrength  of  current, 
that  the  toil  of  erecting  the  bridge  cannot  but  be 
extremely  difficult,  and  it  will  be  no  ealy  talk 
to  give  it  perfect  liability. 

This  ifland  exhibits  a continued  fucceflion  of 
meadows  and  fields  of  maize.  Barley  is  likewife 
produced  here  in  confiderable  abundance.  The 
breweries  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York  furnilh 
a n advantageous  market  for  this  laft  article.  For- 
merly 
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merly  this  ifland  was  extenfively  covered  with 
fruit-trees  and  other  wood.  But  thefe  the  Eng- 
lifh  deftroyed  during  the  war.  The  foil  is  light, 
fandy,  and,  in  general,  unimproved  by  manure 
or  fkilful  tillage.  The  medium  produce  of  the 
medows  is  a ton  of  hay  per  acre  ; the  ground 
under  tillage  yields,  an  acre,  twenty-five  bufhels 
of  maize,  or  one  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes. 
There  are  infiances  of  greater  produce  ; but  thefe 
occur  only  where  particular  land-holders  have  cul- 
tivated their  ground  with  unufual  intelligence  and 
care.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  where 
dung  can  be  purchafed  for  the  eafy  expence  of 
half  a dollar  the  ton,  the  land  is  more  plentifully 
manured,  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  yields  even 
to  the  amount  of  ninety  bufhels  of  maize  per  acre. 
But,  fuch  inftances  are  rare,  and  occur  only  where 
the  foil  is  both  naturally  rich  and  well  improved, 
by  manure  and  tillage.  The  common  extent  of 
the  farms  is  feventy  acres.  Some  fmall  number 
of  them  contain  two  hundred  acres  ; and  three  or 
four,  even  four  hundred  acres. 

The  farm  of  Samuel  Elem,  to  whom  I had 
a letter  from  William  Rufh,  is  four  hundred  acres 
in  extent.  He  is  the  only  farmer  in  the  ifland 
who  docs  not  perfonally  labour  upon  his  own 
ground.  He  is  an  Englifhman,  from  Yorkfhire. 
He  came  hither  as  a merchant  before  the  révolu-. 
Vol.  IL  T tion. 
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tion.  The  length  of  his  neceffary  ftay  gave  him 
a fondnefs  for  the  country,  and  inclined  him  ta 
fettle  in  it.  He  lives  in  a fnug  fmall  houfe,  five 
miles  from  Newport*  and  near  to  Eaft  Paffage. 
Agriculture  is  the  only  bufinefs  that  he  now  fol- 
lows. He  does  not  boaft  of  having  found  it,  as 
yet,  very  profitable.  But,  he  finds  the  condition 
of  life  agreeable,  and  fufficiently  fufceptible  of 
improvement  from  his  turn  for  curious  obferva- 
tion,  and  his  attention  to  the  procédés  of  nature. 
This  farm,  on  which  he  has  been  fettled  thefe  fix 
years,  begins  to  be  in  a good  ftate  of  cultivation. 
The  Hone  fences  inclofing  his  fields  are  higher 
and  better  than  any  I have  feen  in  Maffachufetts. 
His  meadows  are  in  a ftate  of  improvement  and  ] 
fertility,  which  is  confiderably  profitable.  But  j 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  labourers  ftands  greatly  ! 
in  the  way  of  all  agricultural  improvements  in 
thefe  parts.  As  Mr.  Elem  is  the  only  farmer  in  j 
the  ifland  who  does  not  labour  with  his  own 
hands,  fo  he  often  meets  with  a contradictory 
fpirit  in  his  working-people,  who  are  apt  to  think,  j 
that  their  toil  muft  make  them  more  fkilful  in 
hufbandry  than  their  idle  mafter.  His  cows  and 
oxen  are  diftinguifhed  as  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the 
reft  of  the  illand,  which,  however,  are,  in  general, 
very  good.  His  fheep  are  of  the  beft  fort.  Their 
wool  is  eafily  fold  at  the  price  of  a quarter  of  a j 

dollar  || 
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dollar  the  pound,  and  each  fleece  yields  two' 
pounds  and  a half.  In  fummer  he  keeps  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but  in 
winter  reduces  this  number  to  fixty.  From  the 
firft  of  December  to  the  fifteenth  of  May,  he 
keeps  his  cows  and  oxen  in  flails  ; but  that  is 
not  the  general  practice  of  the  farmers  in  the 
ifland.  Either  from  poverty  or  prejudice,  moft 
of  them  have  no  cow -houles.  They  put  up  their 
hay  in  the  meadows  ; and  give  daily,  in  winter, 
a certain  quantity  of  it  to  the  cattle  in  the  open 
fields.  There  falls  fo  little  fnow  in  the  ifle,  that 
no  great  harm  feems  to  refult  from  this  practice. 
Only  the  horfes  and  the  milch-cows  are  flailed 
in  winter. 

The  cheefe  of  Rhode  Ifland  is  famous  through- 
out all  America  ; but  the  only  cheefe  which  thefe 
parts  now  furnifh  for  exportation  is  from  the  ifles 
of  Connanicut  and  Block,  which  make  part  of 
this  ftate.  On  Rhode-Ifland  itfelf,  few  of  the  far- 
mers keep  fuch  a number  as  to  produce  more 
cheefe  than  is  neceflary  for  their  domeftic  ufe. 

The  following  reafons  are  affigned  for  the  po~ 
verty  of  the  farmers  of  Rhode-Ifland.  It  is  ufual 
for  the  young  people,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  to 
leave  the  family  of  their  parents,  and  to  go  into 
the  fervice  of  others.  The  parents  find  it  vain  to 
endeavour  to  detain  them  ; for,  if  not  permitted 
T 2 tç 
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to  do  as  others  do,  they  will  not  work  at  [home., 

In  confequence,  other  labourers  are  to  be  hired  ; 
and  that  accumulation  of  flock  is  materially  hin- 
dered which  might  be  beft  produced  by  the  joint 
labour  of  a whole  family,  without  hired  affiftance, 
Befides,  lb  many  are  difpofed  to  become  farmers 
for  themfelves,  even  without  any  adequate  flock, 
that  labourers  are  not  to  be  procured  for  any  rea- 
fonable  hire,  even  in  cafes  of  the  moft  urgent  ne» 
ceffity.  2.  It  is  a disadvantage  alio  to  the  agri- 
culture of  this  territory,  that  it  is  every  where  ad- 
jacent to  the  fea.  The  young  people  have,  in 
confequence  of  this,  been  long  accuftomed  to  pre- 
fer a feafaring  life  to  hufbandry,  becaufe  the  far- 
mer affords  higher  wages  in  money,  and  is  more 
grateful  to  the  roving  fpirit  of  inexperienced  youth,  j 
Even  the  refident  farmers  are  tempted  to  join  the 
fifhing  with  the  toils  of  hufbandry,  as  the  fifhing 
affords,  at  all  times  in  the  year,  a very  plentiful 
fiupply  for  the  nourifhment  of  their  families.  They, 
eonfequently,  take  little  care  to  improve  the  foil  j 
to  its  higheft  pitch  of  cultivation.  The  fame  1 
thing  may  be  faid  of  the  inhabitants  along  all  the  j 
fea-coaff  of  America.  3.  There  is  a want  of  a ! 
regular  and  profitable  market  for  the  fuperfluous  j 
produce  of  the  Me.  There  is,  indeed,  a market-  j 
place  in  the  town  of  Newport  ; but  the  farmers 
rarely  bring  their  grain  hither  for  fale  ; nor  do 

■ thofe  j 
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thofe  who  are  in  want  of  it  refort  to  this  market 
to  fupply  themfelves.  The  farmers  bring  their 
fiefh,  corn*  beans*  and  peafe  to  the  towrn*  and 
there  place  it  in  houfes  for  fale.  When  pur- 
chafers  do  not  appear,  as  is  often  the  cafe  ; the 
quantity  is  far  from  being  fufficiently  confider- 
able  to  become  an  objcff  of  commercial  fpecu- 
lation  for  foreign  export*  to  the  merchants. 
4.  There  is  fuch  an  extreme  fcarcity  of  wood* 
that  no  farmer  who  is  in  want  of  it,  can  fupply 
himfelf  at  a lefs  price  than  four  or  five  dollars  a 
cord.  In  confequence  of  this  want  of  trees*  the 
wrhole  ifland  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  winds, 
which  often  blow  over  it  wdth  a very  troublefome 
violence.  There  has  been  a remarkable  differ- 
ence in  the  produce  of  fruit  upon  the  farms  of 
this  ifle,  ever  fmce  the  great  trees  were  deftroyed 
by  the  Englifh  during  the  war.  5.  The  elections 
to  all  places  in  the  government*  and  to  the 
îegiflative  reprefentation,  are  renewed  every  fix 
months  ; and  the  frequent  journies  and  public 
meetings  which  thefe  occafion*  feem  to  with- 
draw the  attention  of  thefe  people*  in  too  great  a 
degree,  from  their  husbandry.  Ô.  Laftly*  the 
people  of  Hhode-Ifland  are  fmgularly  illiterate. 
Scarcely  has  the  whole  iiland  a fingle  well-con- 
duéted  free-fchool  ; fuch  is  the  oppofition  of  pre- 
judice  to  every  thing  of  this  nature.  The  public 
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records  of  the  fmall  ftate  of  Rhode-Mand  are  in 
greater  diforder  than  thofe  of  any  one  elfe  ; and 
this  diforder  is  a primary  caufe  of  the  ignorance 
of  its  inhabitants  : fo  that  all  their  defeats  in  the 
refpeft  of  knowledge,  are  plainly  to  be  charged 
to  the  mifcondudl  of  their  rulers. 

The  price  of  land  varies,  throughout  this  ifland, 
from  five  and  twenty  to  five  and  thirty  dollars  an 
acre.  It  has  remained  the  fame  for  thefe  fix 
years  ; and  its  rife  feems  to  be  prevented  by  the 
exorbitant  price  of  labour.  In  the  townlhip  of 
Newport,  land  is  fold  fomewhafc  dearer  than 
elfewhere. 

Approaching  Newport,  you  fee  the  heights 
where  the  Engliih  long  remained,  when  they 
were  matters  of  the  town.  They  feized  thofe 
heights  at  the  moment  of  their  landing. 

Newport  is  accounted  the  chief  town  of  the 
ftate  of  Rhode-Mand.  It  is  the  moft  ancient  ; 
the  deputies  of  the  ftate  hold  their  affemblies  in 
it  : but  Providence  is  more  populous,  and  carries 
on  a more  confiderable  trade.  Before  the  war,  j 
there  were  in  Newport  ten  thoufand  inhabitants  ; 
in  Providence,  not  more  than  one  thoufand. 
Providence  now  contains  feven  thoufand  ; New- 
port, but  five  thoufand  inhabitants.  Many  of  the  j 
richer  inhabitants  of  Newport  have  deferted  it. 

A number  of  families  forfaking  this  town  in  the 
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time  of  the  revolution*  while  it  was  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Englifh*  retired  to  Providence,  and 
fettling  there*  have  never  fmce  been  induced  to 
change  their  refidence.  Thole*  on  the  other 
hand*  who  were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  Eng- 
land, went  away  with  the  Englifh  troops*  when 
theft  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  ifland.  Poli- 
tical diflentions,  which  long  diftradled  Rhode- 
Ifland*  contributed  farther  to  this  defertion  of 
Newport.  It  is  only  within  thefe  laft  two  or 
three  years,  that  its  trade  has  begun  to  revive. 
It  has  twelve  veflels  of  fbme  confiderable  bur- 
then, engaged  in  the  trade  to  Europe  ; two  or 
three  which  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  for  car- 
goes of  negroes*  which  they  bring  for  fale  to  Geor- 
gia and  the  Weft-India  ifles  ; forty  more*  which 
are  employed  in  the  <coafting-trade*  and  fail  only 
for  the  colonies.  The  eoafting- trade  is  that  which 
the  people  of  this  town  chiefly  prefer*  The 
amount  of  the  exports  from  Newport  was,  in 
1 79 1 , of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  feventeen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  ; 
in  1/Q2,  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thijty-feven  dollars  ; in  1793,  two 
hundred  and  forty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ; in  1 794,  three  hundred  and 
eleven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  dol- 
T i lars  ; 
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lars;  in  1705,  three  hundred  and  feventeen  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  dollars. 

Barley  is  the  principal  article  of  agricultural 
produce,  which  it  furniflies  for  exportation.  The 
iiles  of  Connanicut,  Patience,  and  a third  that 
lies  in  the  bay,  are  ufually  fown  with  corn,  in 
preference  to  any  other  article  of  crop.  Some 
little  wood  from  that  part  of  the  ftate  which  is 
contiguous  to  the  main-land,  as  well  as  in  an 
adjacent  part  of  Maifachufetts  ; and  large  quan- 
tities of  flax,  an  article  much  cultivated  here  ; 
are  annually  exported  out  of  Newport.  The  bar- 
ley exported  from  Rhode- Ifland,  is  freighted  rather 
on  board  the  fhips  from  Providence,  than  in  thofe  j 
from  Newport.  The  fhips  from  Providence  carry 
it  chiefly  into  the  fouthern  ftates,  from  which 
they  bring,  in  return,  other  cargoes,  either  to 
fome  port  in  the  United  States,  to  Europe,  or 
to  the  Weft-India  ifles. 

The  houfes  of  Newport  are  almoft  all  very 
fmall,  and  miferably  bad  : they  are  of  wood,  and 
not  painted.  In  the  town,  every  thing  wears  the 
appearance  of  decay  ; but  the  harbour  has  a fhew 
of  opulence  and  active  commerce.  The  vicinity 
of  the  fea,  the  fpacioufnefs  and  fecurity  of  the 
road,  its  eaflnefs  of  accefs,  and  its  convenient 
iituation,  render  it  a very  commodious  fhelter  for 

veffels 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  281 

veffels  going  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  main- 
land of  America,  towards  the  northern,  or  from 
the  north  fouthwards.  It  is  indeed  more  fre- 
quented than  any  other  port,  by  foreign  fhips. 
Newport,  with  all  thefe  advantages,  feems  to  be 
naturally  deftmed  to  become  a harbour  for  fhips 
of  war,  whenever  the  United  States  fhall  affume 
the  confequcnce  of  a Naval  Power.  It  will  then, 
no  doubt,  be  more  carefully  fortified,  than  at  pre- 
fent.  A fort  on  Goat-Ifland,  and  a battery  on 
the  oppofite  fliore,  are  the  only  means  of  defence 
w'hich  it  poflefies  at  prefent,  and  are  certainly  ina- 
dequate to  protect  its  entrance.  The  firft  power 
with  which  the  States  fhould  be  at  war,  wrou!d 
find  thefe  unable  to  oppofe  any  naval  force  which 
it  fhould  fend  to  occupy  the  harbour.  Goat- 
Ifland  has  been  ceded  by  the  Rate  of  Rhode- Ifland 
to  the  United  States. 

In  Rhode- Ifland  there  is  the  fame  freedom  of 
religious  worfhip  and  opinions,  as  in  Pennfylvania. 
Baptifts  and  Quakers  are  the  moil  prevailing  fedis  ; 
but  the  people  in  general,  in  this  ifland,  are  far 
from  being  religious  overmuch . In  the  whole  ifland, 
which  is  fifteen  miles  long  and  three  miles  broad, 
there  is  no  church,  except  at  Newport;  and  to 
this  the  country-people  do  not  refort  above  four 
times  in  the  year.  The  people  of  this  Rate  are 
reputed  to  be  indolent,  quarrelfome,  and  litigious. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  faults  of  character,  if  juftly  imputed,  are 
fufficient  to  account  for  their  poverty.  There  is 
faid  to  be  a great  uncertainty  of  political  opinions 
in  Rhode-Mand  : they  were  not  unfavourable  to 
the  abominable  tyranny  of  Robefpierre  ; they  are 
far  lefs  friendly  to  France  fmce  the  guilt  of  that 
tyranny  has  been  fuppreffed,  and  order  reftored. 
Before  the  war,  there  were  many  opulent  inha- 
bitants in  Rhode-Ifland  : at  prefent,  only  the  ruins 
of  their  houfes,  and  the  traces  of  their  former  in- 
clofures,  remain  to  be  feen.  The  houfes  are  either 
defolate,  or  are  inhabited  in  their  leaft  ruinous 

I 

parts,  by  people  who,  on  account  of  the  fmall-  ! 
nefs  of  their  capitals,  their  diflike  to  labour,  and 
many  other  reafons,  are  much  inferior  in  condi-  j 
tion  to  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  high-church  of  Newport,  there  is  a mo?» 
uniment  erected  by  the  order  of  Louis  the  fix - 
teenth,  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ter  nay.  He  was 
commander  of  the  fleet  which  conveyed  M.  Ro- 
cha m beau  and  the  French  army  to  America,  j 
He  died  at  Newport  in  the  year  1780.  The  in?»  j 
fcription  is  in  a very  fimple  ftyle,  and  fpeaks  very 
much  in  honour  of  M.  de  Ternay. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  is  very  proud  of 
having  given  birth  to  General  Green,  one  of  the 
greateft,  if  not  abfblutely  the  greateft,  of  Amer  j 
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rican  generals.  He  was,  by  birth,  a Quaker,  and 
was  a refpeclable  trader  in  Newport.  But,  for 
the  fake  of  liberty,  he  quickly  fhook  off  the  pre- 
judices of  his  feét,  and  abandoned  his  bufinefs. 
He  went,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  to 
contend  againft  Britilh  oppreffion.  In  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  memorable  war,  there  was  not  a 
battle,  not  a Ikirmifh,  in  which  Green  did  not 
diftinguifh  himfelf  by  fignal  valour,  and  extraor- 
dinary military  talents.  His  found  and  difcern- 
ing  mind  rendered  often  the  moft  important  fer- 
vices  in  the  Council.  He  is,  above  all,  famous 
for  his  expedition  into  the  fouthern  ftates,  in  the 
year  1/81.  At  the  head  of  a fmall  force  of  not 
more  than  one  thoufand  or  .one  thoufand  one 
hundred  men,  fcarcely  clad,  raw,  and  animated 
by  nothing  fo  much  as  by  their  confidence  in  Ge- 
neral Green  perfonally  ; he,  by  a variety  of  the 
moft  fkilful  ftratagems,  and  plans  of  annoyance, 
and  by  the  exertion  of  extraordinary  courage, 
forced  the  Englilh  to  retire  gradually  from  the 
provinces  of  Upper  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
almoft  all  South  Carolina  ; delivering  the  injured, 
ha^raffed,  and  fcattered  inhabitants  of  thofe  defo- 
lated  territories,  from  the  mifery  and  oppreffion 
under  which  they  had  long  groaned.  He  reftored 
the  unhappy  fugitives  to  their  habitations,  and 
compelled  the  jLnglifh  to  retire  into  York  and 
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Charleftown,  where  they  were  foon  finally  van- 
quifhed  by  the  joint  arms  of  the  French  and  Ame- 
ricans. Green,  no  lefs  humane  in  victory,  than 
brave  and  enterprifing  in  warfare,  ftained  his  tri- 
umph with  no  atrocities,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
voking example  which  had  been  fet  by  the  Eng- 
lish. He  was  the  ardent  friend  of  liberty,  without 
laying  afide,  on  this  account,  all  refpeét  to  natural 
juftice  and  humanity.  His  whole  life  was  fpent 
in  a continued  train  of  virtuous  aérions.  After 
thefe  illuftrious  deeds  in  the  field,  he  was  hailed 
as  the  deliverer  of  the  fouthern  liâtes,  and  receiv- 
ed the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs.  He  died  within 
a few  years  after  the  eftabiifhment  of  American 
freedom.  The  Congrefs  erefled,  at  the  public 
expence,  a monument  in  honour  of  his  patriotifm, 
his  virtues,  and  his  talents  ; and  in  fo  doing,  gra- 
tified the  earneft  defire  of  all  true-hearted  Ame- 
n cans. 

The  State  of  Rhode-Ifland  had,  likewife,  an- 
other eminent  perfon,  whofè  military  talents  and 
valorous  activity  diftinguiihed  him,  on  the  one 
hand,  though  not  fo  much  as  did  his  notorious  , 
perfidy  and  bafenefs  on  the  other.  This  was  the 
traitor  A*****.f  He  was,  before  the  war,  a tra- 
der and  dealer  m cattle,  as  I have  been  allured. 


t is,  however,  well  l^nown  to  have  been  a na- 

tive of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut. ^TranJIatsr. 
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He  efpoufed,  with  great  ardour,  the  caufe  of  his 
native  country.  He  quickly  diftinguifhed  him- 
fc If  by  the  expedition  into  Canada,  and  by  that 
famous  and  daring  march  through  the  weftern 
parts  of  the  province  of  Maine  to  the  river  of  St. 
Lorenzo,  a traft  which  had  been,  hitherto,  ac- 
counted inacceffible  to  an  army.  A*****  was 
one  of  the  inferior  commanders  under  General 
Gates,  and  had  à ihare  in  the  glory  of  the  fortu- 
nate day  of  Saratoga.  In  many  engagements, 
previous  to  the  great  and  decilive  events  of  that 
day,  he  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf.  Soon 
after,  the  unprincipled  A*****,  being  corrupted 
by  Englifh  gold,  to  his  eternal  infamy,  became, 
towards  the  clofc  of  a war  in  which  he  had  fo 
gallantly  fought,  the  worft  enemy  of  his  native 
country.  He  defired,  no  doubt,  to  preierve  his 
rank,  and  expedied  as  much,  as  was  clear  from 
the  confidence  with  which  he  folicited  it.  But 
the  Englifh  government,  though  they  could  avail 
themfelves  of  treachery,  abhorred  the  traitor. 
A*****  liyes  with  a large  or  a fmall  penfion, 
God  knows  in  what  corner  of  England,  covered 
with  ignominy,  and  aware,  that  his  name  is  never 
pronounced  by  his  fellow-countrymen  without  ab- 
horrence, and  that  he  muft  ever  be  detefted  as 
the  treacherous,  though  unfuccefsful  betrayer  ot 
American,  freedom.  " What  wrill  the  Americans 
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do  to  me,  if  I fall  into  their  hands?”  faid  he  once 
to  a prifoner.  “ They  will  take  away  that  leg  from 
you,  which  you  broke  in  their  fervice,  and  bury 
it  honourably,”  anfwered  the  prifoner,  “ then, 
by  the  other,  they  will  hang  you  up  as  a' traitor.” 

After  fpending  an  evening  at  the  houfe  of  Sa- 
muel El  em  in  the  country,  and  after  halting  for 
an  hour  in  Newport,  1 went  gladly  on  board  a 
fchooner  belonging  to  Bofton,  to  take  my  paffage 
to  Providence.  I was  to  return  within  the  fpaco 
of  two  days  from  that  town  ; as  I expected  my 
horfe  to  arrive  within  this  time  ; and  propofed 
then  to  proceed  towards  New  London,  along  the 
great  bay  by  which  Rhode-Ifland  is  feparated 
from  the  main-land.  The  wind,  though  fair 
when  we  fet  fail,  veered  about  within  the  fpace 
of  an  hour,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  return  to 
Newport,  after  having  been  three  hours  tacking 
about  at  fea,  without  advancing  two  miles  on  our 
voyage.  I palled  the  reft  of  the  day  in  Newport, 
with  my  friend  Samuel  Elem,  the  beft  of  Qua- 
kers, and  the  worthieft  of  men.  He  is  a bachelor, 
rich,  fpnd  of  trade,  and  of  rural  life. 

BRISTOL.— WARREN. 

Worthy  Samuel  Elem  ftill  infilled  upon  doing 
the  honours  of  the  country  towards  me.  On  Sa- 
turday, the  24th,  he  conducted  me  to  the  extre- 
mity 
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mity  of  the  ifland,  where  I might  obtain  a paf- 
fage  to  Briftol.  His  politenefs  was  joined  to  an 
engaging  fimplicity  of  manners,  extremely  differ- 
ent from  that  roughnefs  and  drynefs  of  addrefs, 
which  are  ufually  attributed  to  the  Quakers. 

Although  I travelled  by  a way  different  from 
that  by  which  I had  entered  the  ifland,  yet  I 
could  perceive  no  remarkable  diverftty,  in  either 
the  appearance  of  the  dwelling-houfes,  the  culti- 
vation of  the  foil,  or  the  general  character  of  the 
husbandry.  The  profpecft  of  the  bay,  of  the  iflets 
with  which  it  is  interfpcrfed,  and  the  main-land 
contiguous  to  the  bay,  is  extremely  pleafmg.  The 
paffage  from  the  ifland  to  Briftol  is  a mile  in 
breadth  ; it  is  croffed  in  a ferry-boat  with  a fingle 
fail  ; it  is  large,  deep,  and  fecure  : the  only  incon- 
venience attending  it  is,  that  horfes  cannot  be 
cafily  brought  on  board  it;  my  horfe  was  confi- 
derably  hurt  in  the  attempt. 

On  the  oppofite  fhore,  as  far  as  to  Warren,  a 
diftance  of  fix  or  feven  miles,  the  land  is  more 
fandy,  and  more  ftony,  than  in  the  ifland  : but, 
it  yields  great  quantities  of  fruit  and  of  pulfe,  that 
is  reputed  to  be  of  very  excellent  quality. 

Briftol  is  a fmall  fea-port  town  lying  on  the 
bay.  It  carries  on  fomé  trade  to  the  Antilles. 
In  the  year  1775,  the  houfes  were  almoft  all  burnt 
to  the  ground  by  Captain  ****,  who  commanded 
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a fmall  Englifh  fquadron.  They  have  been  re*  I 
built,  and  are  now  more  numerous  than  before 
that  difafter. 

Warren  is  nearly  fuch  another  port -town,  as  j 
Briftol  ; eight  or  ten  fhips  a year  are  built  in  it; 
Barrington,  another  fmall  fea-port  town,  which 
is  divided  from  Warren  only  by  a river  of  its  own 
name,  was  begun  to  be  built  in  the  year  1/Ô0, 
and  confifts  now  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
good  houfes.  Some  few  merchants  refide  in  thefe 
three  fea- port  towns  ; but  the  fhips  belonging  to 
them  are  for  the  moft  part  employed  in  the  trade 
from  Providence.  Thefe  fmall  villages  are  much  i 
better  built  than  Newport.  The  value  of  land 
has  rifën  here  to  at  lead:  three  times  as  much  as  ; 
it  formerly  was,  according  to  an  eftimate  founded  J 
upon  the  prefent  amount  of  the  taxes. 

Two  miles  beyond  Warren,  the  road  turns  to 
Providence  in  Maffaehufetts.  The  land  is  there? 
for  feveral  miles,  fo  fandy  and  boggy,  that  no 
ftones  can  be  found  for  fences.  On  the  other  j 
hand,  wood  is  fo  fcarce,  and  fo  coftly,  that  it  can 
as  little  be  applied  to  this  ufe  as  ftones.  Yet  the  j 
fields  are  enclofed  with  fences,  which,  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  height,  are  farmed  of  turfs,  with  J 
crofs-bars  of  timber  above.  In  other  places  where  j 
ftones  are  not  fo  fcarce,  the  fences  are  formed 
one-half  of  ftones,  one  half  of  wood. 


I know 
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I know  not  whether  it  might  be,  that  the  in* 
formation  which  I received  in  Newport,  im--, 
preffcd  me  with  unfavourable  prejudices  againft 
the  people  of  Rhode- Ifland  : but  I could  not  help 
thinking,  that,  in  the  Ihort  part  of  my  way  which 
now  led  through  the  Rate  of  Mafia  chufetts,  I re- 
! ceived  much  more  obliging  anfwers  to  my  enqui- 
ries, than  in  the  diftriCl  which  I had  left. 

I had,  however,  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my 
reception  with  Moses  Brown,  to  whom  I had 
a letter  of  introduction  from  William  Rufh.  He 
lives  in  a farm  not  far  from  the  upper  bridge  over 
Deacon’s  River,  on  the  way  to  Providence.  Mofes 
Brown  is  a very  ftriCl  Quaker  ; became  a Quaker 
upon  conviction  ; and  has  been  fuch  for  the  fpace 
1 ot  forty  years.  He  acquired  a confiderahle  for* 
i tune  in  trade,  of  which  he  has  refigned  the  greater 
part  to  his  fon  ; and  he  himfelf  now  lives  in  quiet 
ceflatian  from  bufmefs,  tranfaCling  nothing  of 
that  fort  upon  his  own  account.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  ruftic  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  he  feemed 
to  be  a very  worthy  man.  He  prcffed  me  to  ftay 
with  him  for  the  evening,  telling  me,  that  he  did 
not  afk  me  in  the  way  of  empty  compliment, 
but  that  If  he  had  not  defired  my  company,  he 
1 v.  ould  not  have  given  me  the  invitation.  I ex- 
eufed  myfelf,  by  mentioning,  that  as  I had  but 
very  little  time‘  to  fpend  at  Providence,  and  as 
Vol,  II.  U the 
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the  weather,  though  generally  uncertain,  was  now 
fair,  I muft,  therefore,  avail  myfelf  of  the  prefent 
moment,  and  proceed  on  my  journey. 

The  environs  of  Providence  are  more  inter  eft- 

I 

ing  than  thofe  of  Newport  : and  they  give  to  an 
approaching  traveller,  very  favourable  ideas  of  the 
town  which  he  is  about  to  enter.  The  hill  at  the 
foot  of  which  the  town  lies,  and  over  which  you 
muft  pafs  into  it,  is  interfered  into  two  parts  by 
a paved  road,  which  has  a flow  and  gentle  de- 
fcent.  The  town  lies  on  both  fides  of  the  river  : 

I 

a well-conftrufled  bridge  affords  a ready  com- 
munication between  its  two  diviftons.  Lofty,  ( 
well-built  and  well-furnifhed  houfes,  are  numer- 
ous in  this  town,  which  is  becoming  continually 
larger  : and  the  profpedl  of  an  encreafe  of  wealth 
and  populoufncfs,  has  induced  the  inhabitants  to 
let  apart  a considerable  extent  of  the  adjacent  hill 
for  new  buildings.  The  trade  of  Providence,  as  ; 
Ï mentioned  above,  is  four  or  five  times  as  great 
as  that  of  Newport.  Its  exports  are  partly  from 
this  ftate,  and  in  part  from  Maffachufetts  and 
Connecticut.  A diftillery,  perhaps  the  greateft  in 
the  American  States,  extensive  manufactures  of 
nails  and  of  other  forged  iron-work,  contribute 
much  to  the  exportation  from  this  place. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  laft  year,  endeavours  have 
been  made  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  cot- 
ton* 
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ton-yarn  and  fluffs  into  Providence.  The  au- 
thor of  this  undertaking  fays,  that  he  finds  it  al- 
ready profitable  : But  I fhould  fufped:  this  to  be, 
rather  the  boaft  of  fanguine  expectation,  and  of 
felf-conceit,  than  the  aCtual  truth  of  the  fads.  All 
machines  in  America  are  indeed  more  or  lefs  pro- 
fitable : but  the  machinery  which  requires  work- 
men to  be  employed  about  it,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  compared  with  that  of  Europe,  where  a truly 
j good  workman  gets  one-half  lefs  than  in  America, 
efpecially  in  its  fea-port  towTns.* 

There  are  fome  fhips  from  Providence  engaged 
in  the  accurfed  traffic  of  negroes,  in  contempt  of 
t the  orders  of  Congrefs,  by  which  it  has  been  for- 
bidden. The  merchants  concerned  in  this  trade 
perfuade  themfelves,  that  Congrefs  cannot  alter 
i the  Conftitution;  and  therefore  think,  that  in 
fpite  of  whatever  Congrefs  fhall  order,  they  may 
continue  the  flave-trade  till  1808,  the  year  fixed 
in  the  Conftitution  for  its  final  ceffation.  They 
allege  farther,  that  every  ftate  poffeffes  a right  to 
decide  for  itfelf  in  regard  to  this  traffic  ; and  that 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  has  not,  as  yet,  made 
any  enadment  againft  it.  They  therefore  pur- 
chafe  negroes,  and  carry  them  to  fale  in  Georgia, 

* Farther  details  concerning  the  trade  of  this  place,  with 
an  account  of  the  trade  and  conftitution  of  Rhode-Tftand, 
may  be  feen  in  the  journal  of  the  tour  of  1796. 
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where  there  is  no  prohibition  of  any  fort  againft 
the  trade.  Nearly  twenty  {hips  from  the  harbours  \ 
of  the  United  States  are  employed  in  the  impor- 
tation of  negroes  to  Georgia,  and  to  the  Weft- 

India  ifles. 

I am  furprifed,  that,  while  there  is  fo  ftrong  j. 
and  general  a difapprobation  of  this  whole  trade, 
and  while  it  is  in  fuch  direét  contradiction  to  the  j 
spirit  of  freedom,  and  to  the  predominant  fenti-  t 
ments  throughout  America,  Congrefs  fhould  neg- 
lect to  interpofe,  and  entirely  fupprefs  it  here.  I | 
was  informed,  that  this  is  about  to  happen  : But  j 
it  is  likewife  to  be  owned,  that  the  merchants  of 
Rhode-Ifland  carry  on  the  flave-trade  in  a way  ; 
lefs  offenfive  to  humanity,  than  that  in  which  it  ! 
is  conducted  by  the  merchants  of  Europe.  They  f 
take  but  one  negro  for  every  ton  of  the  fhip  ; 
while  the  Englifh  merchants,  it  is  faid,  take  from 
one  and  a half  to  two  negroes  a ton.  Even  in  ; 
fetters,  the  negroes  have  more  room,  and  fuffer  ! 
lefs.  The  fhips  engaged  in  this  trade  are  ufually  j 
not  very  large  ; and  the  negroes*  as  1 was  affured, 
commonly  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  deftination  ; 
in  good  health. 

There  goes  but  a {ingle  vcffel  from  Providence  j 
to  the  whale-fifhery.  Ill  fuccefs  has  occalioned 
fome  others,  which  were  formerly  employed  in 
the  fame  filhery,  to  be  withdrawn  from  it.  The  j: 

maritime 
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maritime  traffic  from  Providence  is  principally 
that  to  China,  and  to  Nootka  Sound.  The  aug- 
mentation of  the  number  of  the  fhips  belonging 
to  this  port,  the  increafe,  and  the  improved  ele- 
gance of  the  buildings,  is  more  the  confequence 
of  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  of  the  place, 
than  of  any  new  refort  of  foreigners  to  fettle  here. 

This  fmall  ftate,  fituate  in  the  middle  of  New 
England,  differs  much  from  that  ftate,  by  peculi- 
arity of  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  opinions,  which, 
whether  good  or  bach  have  neceffarily  a great  in- 
fluence upon  the  government.  There  feems  to  be 
a general  defire  for  a change  of  the  conftitution 
of  Rhode-Ifland. 

The  population  of  this  whole  ffate  amounts  to 
about  fixty-eight  thoufand  fouls.  The  higheft 
amount  of  the  taxes  is  twenty-thoufand  dollars 
in  the  year.  When  it  is  confidered,  that  the  Go- 
vernor’s falary  is  only  fix  hundred  and  fixty-flx 
dollars’  and  two-thirds  ; .«and  that  the  members  of 
the  affembly  receive  no  falary  ; this  moderate  fum 
will  not  be  thought  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  to 
which  it  is  to  be  applied.  New  port  furniihes  three 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixteen  dollars,  two- 
thirds  of  this  fum  ; and  Providence  contributes 
feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
The  taxes  paid  by  the  country  are  nearly  equal  to 
thofe  from  the  towns.  There  are  but  few  poor 
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to  be  maintained  by  public  charity,  in  it.  The 
Quakers  are  not  much  in  favour  here.  They 
have  an  auflerity  in  their  appearance,  an  extrava- 
gance in  their  principles,  and  an  oddity  in  this 
fiate.  The  roads  are  repaired  by  the  common 
labour  of  the  inhabitants.  No  extraordinary  ex- 
pence is  ever  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the 
roads.  The  fiate  is  fo  fmall,  that  thefe  people  give 
themfelves  very  little  concern  about  highways. 
In  travelling,  they  call  the  roads  good  or  bad, 
without  farther  care.  When  there  is  any  thing 
of  indifpenfible  neceffity  to  be  done  to  them,  they 
then  raife  a voluntary  fubfcription  to  accomplifh  it. 

The  number  of  people  really  opulent  in  this 
fiate,  is  not  confiderable  ; nor  is  the  number  much 
greater  of  thofe  who  affedt  the  appearance  of 
wealth  ; for  this  lafl  is  prevented  by  the  demo- 
cratical  fpirit  of  the  conilitution,  and  by  the  tone 
of  public  opinion  throughout  the  country.  There 
are,  befides,  certain  taxes  impofed,  particularly 
upon  thofe  who  live  in  a fumptuous  ftyle.  There 
is  in  Providence  a college  for  the  education  of 
youth  in  the  different  branches  of  learning  ; but 
fo  far  is  it  from  being  very  eminent  or  in  high  re- 
putation, that  they  who  wifh  to  give  their  chil- 
dren a good  education,  fend  them  to  Maflachu- 
fetts  or  Connecticut.  The  funds  for  the  fupport 
of  this  college  were  bellowed  chiefly  by  Baptifls  ; 
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in  confequence  of  which  it  is  fettled,  that  the 
prefident,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  other  teach- 
ers, muft  belong  to  that  religion  ; and  they  are, 
therefore,  chiefly  young  perfons  of  the  Baptift  feét 
who  are  educated  in  it.  The  Quakers  are  not 
much  in  favour  here.  They  have  an  aufterity  in 
their  appearance,  an  extravagance  in  their  princi- 
ples, and  an  oddity  in  their  cuftoms,  and  even  in 
their  drefs,  .which,  in  my  opinion,  differ  widely 
and  difadvantageoufly  from  the  amiable  fimplicity 
of  the  character  and  manners  of  the  Quakers  of 
Philadelphia. 

But  here,  as  elfewhere,  the  Quakers  ftrongly 
difapprove  of  flavery,  and  of  the  traffic  in  negroes. 
On  this  account  they  are  looked  on  with  an  evil 
eye  by  the  Have,  owners  ; becaufe  the  fmallnefs  of' 
the  ftate  renders  it  exceedingly  eafy  for  the  flaves 
receiving  any  encouragement  to  that  effect,  to 
make  their  efcape  from  their  mafters. 

In  Providence  there  are  fome  rich  merchants, 
who  expend  their  wealth  by  living  in  a confider- 
ably  fumptuous  ftyle.  Such  are  Meflrs.  Clark 
and  Nightingale.  1 had  a letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  them.  The  former  received  me  very  hof- 
pitably,  and  feemed  to  be  a man  of  found  intel- 
ligence, and  confiderable  information.  By  him 
I was  introduced  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  town, 
who  had  lately  returned  from  France.  This  man 
fpoke  ftrongly  againft  the  revolution,  and  the 
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crimes  to  which  it  had  given  birth.  He,  at-  the  | 
fame  time,  related,  that  at  the  Caftie-  of  Vin- 
cennes, he  had  obtained  an  excellent  bargain  of  j 
the  property  of  an  emigrant,  and  named  others  [ 
who  had  been  as  great  gainers  as  he,  by  the  pro-  ■ 
fcriptions  and  confifcations  ; I know  not  the  gen- 
tleman’s name  ; if  I did,  I ihould  think  it  my 
duty  to  make  it  public. 

The  richeft  merchant  in  Providence  is  John 
Brown,  brother  to  Mofes  Brown,  the  Quaker 
above  mentioned.  In  one  part  of  the  town  he  j 
has  accomplifhed  things  that,  even  in  Europe, 
would  appear  confiderable.  At  his  own  expence 
he  has  opened  a pailage  through  a hill  to  the  river,  j 
and  has  there  built  wharfs,  houfes,  an  exfcenfive  J 
diftiliery,  and  even  a bridge,  by  .which  the  road  ' 
from  Newport  to  Providence  is  fhortened  by  at  j 
leaft  a ' mile.  He  has  fold  many  of  his  houfes.  At-  1 
his  wharfs  are  a number  of  veflels,  which  are  con-  j 
ftantly  receiving  or  difcharging  cargoes.  In  his  j 
diftillery  he  maintains  a great  number  of  oxen, 
the  labour  of  which  is  extremely  ufeful,  and  a , 
great  faving  of  expence  to  him.  I had  no  letter 
of  introduéiion  to  him  ; and  my  ftay  in  Provi- 
dence-was  too  fliort  to  admit  of  my  becoming 
acquainted  with  him.  I exceedingly  regretted  to 
find  myfelf  obliged  to  leave  the  town,  without 
converfing  with  a man,  the  extent  of  whofe  efta- 
blifhments,  and  the  fuccefs  of  whole  trade,  evince 
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Kim  to  be  a perfon  of  extraordinary  intelligence 
and  enlargement  of  mind. 

At  Providence,  and  throughout  the  whole  Rate, 
the  produce  of  the  land  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  ifland.  It  yields  of  maize  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  bufliels  an  acre,  and  of  other  produce  in 
proportion.  There  are  two  churches  in  Provi- 
dence, one  for  Anabaptifls,  another  for  Prefbyte- 
rians.  They  are  diftinguifhed  for  the  neatnefs 
and  fimplicity  in  their  Rrufture  and  decorations. 

The  wages  to  fhip-carpenters  and  other  la- 
bourers are  nearly  the  fame  in  Newport  and  Pro- 
vidence, as  in  New  Bedford.  But  negroes  are 
almoft  the  only  fervants  to  be  feen. 

The  Rate  of  Rhode- Ifland,  and  particularly 
the  ifland,  have  fufFered  a confiderable  lofs  of  po- 
pulation by  emigration  to  the  newly  occupied 
lands,  and  in  particular  to  Canada.  Fewer  in 
proportion  have  gone  from  Maffachufetts  than 
from  this  Rate.  Befides,  Maffachufetts  is  receiv- 
ing a continual  influx  of  new  inhabitants.  There 
are  banks  in  both  thefe  Rates.  That  of  Newport 
is  of  recent  erection.  Its  notes  are  generally  for 
one  dollar  each. 

SCITUATE  AND  FISH’S  TAVERN. 

Scituate  is  a townfhip.  Fifh’s  Tavern,  where 
I paffed  Sunday,  is  at  the  diflance  of  twenty-fix 
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miles  from  the  town.  The  road  thither,  leads 
over  hills,  is  ftony,  rugged,  and  indeed  as  bad  as 
a road  can  poffibly  be.  The  farther  you  proceed 
on  the  way  from  the  Providence,  fo  much  the 
more  barren  is  the  appearance  of  the  foil,  and 
fo  much  poorer  and  more  unfrequent  are  the 
d well  ing-h  oufes . There  is  an  extenfive  trad:  of 
wood,  confiding  chiefly  of  dwarfifh  oaks,  firs,  and 
birches.  The  meadows  are  indifferent,  and  un- 
improved by  culture  ; yet  fome  pretty  good  cat- 
tle are  to  be  feen  upon  them.  Sometimes  thefe 
meadows  open  in  the  midft  of  the  wood  ; in 
other  inftances  they  are  only  adjacent  to  it. 
Some  of  the  fmall  rivers  put  in  motion  faw- mills, 
and  iron- works,  which  have  been  ereéied  upon 
them  ; yet  all  has  an  air  of  poverty  and  mean- 
nefs.  Some  beautiful  vales  are  feen  as  one  travels 
along  this  road.  The  weather  is  fo  rainy,  that 
even  the  word:  meadows  difplay  an  extraordinary 
luxuriance  of  grafs  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  inn,  I found  there  Mr. 
Trumbull,  a member  of  Congrefs,  who  was 
on  a journey  with  his  family.  I had  feen  him 
once  before  in  Philadelphia. 

NORWICH  AND  NEW  LONDON. 

After  paffing  Fifh’s  Tavern,  I found  my  way 
not  quite  fo  bad,  for  about  feven  miles  farther, 
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/till  within  the  territory  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
through  a tradl  of  country  nearly  fimilar  to  that 
by  which  I had  come  hither.  When  I had  en- 
tered the  confines  of  Connecticut,  I found  both 
i the  land  and  the  roads  in  a better  condition.  On 
the  borders  the  foil  is  nearly  the  fame,  but  in  a 
better  ftate  of  cultivation.  The  houfes,  indeed, 
are  not  greatly  better.  Yet  both  thefe  and  the 
fields,  the  farther  you  advance,  allume  a more 
advantageous  appearance.  There  are  a good  many 
ftreams  of  moderate  breadth  ; and  though  along 
the  whole  road  the  land  be  light  and  fandy,  yet 
the  hay-ftacks  are  frequent  and  large,  and  the 
number  of  the  cattle  muft,  of  courfe,  be  confi- 
derablc.  At  Norwich  are  a number  of  mills, 
forges,  and  faw-works.  This  fmall  town  lies  on 
a creek  or  river,  which  falls  into  the  river  Thames, 
juft  where  that  river  begins  to  be  navigable.  The 
harbour  lies  at  about  two  miles  diftance. 

From  Norwich  to  New  London  the  foil  is  bet- 
ter, though  ftill  light.  The  furface  of  the  coun- 
try is  diverfified  by  feveral  vales,  through  which 
various  fmall  rivers,  creeks,  and  ftreamlets,  dis- 
charge their  waters  into  the  Thames.  Clumps  of 
trees,  like  thofe  in  England,  are  fcattered  over  all 
the  fields.  The  profpect  is  not  extenfive,  but 
fmiling  and  agreeable.  The  houfes  are  larger,  and 
more  handfomely  decorated.  The  inhabitants  are 
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better  clad,  and  make  as  good  an  appearance  as 
thole  of  Maffachufetts.  One  part  of  the  road  is 
in  a very  good  ftate  of  repair,  and  a toll  is  ex- 
acted for  horfes  and  waggons  paffmg  along  it. 
The  navigation  of  the  river  admits  veffels  of  an 
hundred  tons  burthen  to  come  up  as  far  as  Nor- 
wich ; and  this,  with  the  trade  of  New  London, 
gives  an  air  of  activity  and  animation  to  the  whole 
country  adjacent.  You  enter  the  town  by  a paf- 
fage  cut  over  the  declivity  of  a hill  ; perhaps  lefs 
carefully  finilhed  than  that  at  Providence,  yet  not 
precipitous,  and  far  from  being  bad. 

New  London  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  at 
two  miles  diftance  from  the  fea.  Its  principal 
ftreet  is  a mile  in  length.  The  houfes  do  not 
Hand  clofe  together  ; but  the  intervals  between 
them  are  fmall,  and  are  every  day  more  and  more 
filled  up  with  new  buildings.  An  adjacent  ftreet, 
running  parallel  to  the  main  ftreet,  contains  feve- 
ral  confiderable  and  handfome  houfes.  New  Lon- 
don was  burnt  in  the  year  1781,  by  the  Englilh, 
under  the  direction  of  the  *******  Arnold  ; 
and  the  damage  done  on  that  occafion  was  equal 
to  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  It 
is  at  prefent  among  the  towns  of  the  fourth  order  ; 
and  though  it  be  environed  with  rocks,  its  afpedl 
is  fufficiently  agreeable. 

New  London  is  reckoned  the  principal  fea-port 
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town  in  Connecticut.  The  anchorage  is  fate  ; 
the  depth  of  water  confiderable  ; the  entrance 
difficult.  The  harbour  is  protected  by  the  two 
| forts  of — Grefworth*  on  the  ealt  banks  of  the 
Thames* — and  Trumbull*  on  the  oppofite  bank 
on  which  the  town  Hands.  1 faw  only  the  latter* 
which  is  in  a bad  condition. 

But,  attention  to  thefe  fortifications  is  the  lefs 
neceflary,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  river*, 
Ships  belonging  to  Norwich  take  in  their  cargoes 
at  New  London  ; thole  which  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  tons  burthen,  take  their  lading 
in  Connecticut  River*  at  Newhaven. 

In  regard  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  the  diftriCt  of 
New  London  lately  extended  to  Connecticut 
River.  The  reprefentations  of  the  merchants  on 
the  latter  river*  to  the  lafi  feffion  of  Congrefs, 
procured  the  port  of  this  river  to  be  ereCted  into 
a new  commercial  diftriCi;  and  the  diftriCt  of 
New  London  to  be  limited  to  the  ports  of  New 
London*  Norwich*  and  Stonington,  a fmall  port 
on  the  river  Stoneg,  in  that  part  of  Connecticut 
which  is  adjacent  to  Rhode-Ifiand.  The  diftriCt 
of  New  London  employs*  at  prefent*  about  fix 
thoufand  tons  of  fhipping  in  the  foreign  trade, 
an  equal  quantity  in  the  coafting  trade,  and  fix 
or  feven  fmall  veflels  which  belong  to  Stoning- 
ton, and  are  engaged  in  the  capture  of  ftock  fiffies. 
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The  veflels  belonging  to  the  foreign  trade  are,  at 
an  average,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  tons  burthen 
each.  Thofe  in  the  coafting  trade  are  veflels  of 
eighty  tons.  The  exports  from  New  London 
were,  in  the  year  1 7Q 1 , five  hundred  and  eight 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars 
in  value;  in  1792,  five  hundred  and  nineteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- three  dollars  ; 
in  1793,  five  hundred  and  forty- eight  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  ; in  1794,  five 
hundred  and  fixty-^three  thoufand  four  hundred 
and fixty- eight  dollars;  in  1795,  five  hundred  and 
feventeen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
dollars. 

The  exports  from  New  London  are  fent,  al- 
moft  all,  to  the  Weft  India  ifies.  They  confift 
of  horfes,  dried  beef  and  pork,  mules,  fowls,  cat- 
tle of  all  forts,  beans  and  peafe,  timber,  butter, 
cheefe,  and  fait  fifth  Thefe  articles  are  named 
here  in  the  order  of  the  quantities  in  which  they 
are  exported  ; that  of  which  there  is  the  greateft 
proportion  exported,  being  named  firft  ; and  that 
laft,  of  which  the  exportation  is  the  fmalleft. 
Horfes  and  black  cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers in  this  ftate  ; but  a great  proportion  of  thofe 
which  are  hence  exported,  come  from  the  north- 
ern ftates  of  New  York,  Vermont,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Mafiachufetts, 
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The  negligence  of  the  merchants  of  Albany, 
which  fuffers  a profitable  trade  to  be  carried  away 
from  them;  and  the  activity  of  the  failors  and 
merchants  of  New  London,  in  lading  and  unlad- 
ing their  veffels;  are  the  principal  caufes  which 
enable  the  people  of  this  port  to  engrofs  fo  much 
of  a traffic  fo  advantageous.  It  is  affirmed,  that 
though  the  cattle  be  crowded  together  in  the  vef- 
[ fels,  to  an  incredible  number,  not  one  out  of  an 
I hundred  dies  in  the  paffage.  The  ill  ip- owner  fup- 
plies  the  fodder,  which  is  always  the  belt  that  can 
; be  procured.  The  captain  has  a certain  monthly 
) hire,  but  no  fhare  in  the  profits  of  the  freight  ; 

! only,  when  he  is  intrufted  with  the  charge  of  the 
fale  in  the  iflands,  he  then  receives  five  per  cent 
commiffion. 

All  the  cattle  exported  from  Norwich,  and 
often  alfo  thofe  from  Connecticut  River,  come  by 
land  to  New  London,  and  are  there  put  on  board 
fuch  veffels  as  are  ready  to  receive  them.  Salted 
pork  and  beef,  butter  and  cheefe,  are  likewife  ex- 
ported from  this  harbour,  in  large  quantities,  to 
the  other  fiâtes.  Many  of  the  fhips  which  con- 
vey thefe  cargoes,  take  returning  cargoes  to  Eu- 
rope, or  to  the  colonies.  The  whole  exportation 
to  Europe  confifls  of  not  more  than  a dozen  fhip’s 
cargoes  a year,  W'hich  go  to  England  or  Ireland, 
and  conflit  of  wood,  lintfeed,  potatoes,  pearl- afhes, 
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and  fiimac,  which  a merchant  of  this  port  pre- 
pares for  exportation,  by  an  invention  of  his  own, 
for  the  foie  benefit  of  which  he  enjoys  a patent 
right  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years.  The  fumac 
grows  in  great  plenty  on  the  uncleared  grounds. 
It  is  firft  cut  into  final!  pieces,  and  dried,  then 
reduced  to  a coarfe  powder,  and  in  this  condition 
applied  to  the  purpofes  of  dyeing.  It  is  fold  at 
the  rate  of  eighteen  dollars  and  one- third  a barrel  ; 
and  for  theft  laft  two  years  there  have  been  ex- 
ported not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  barrels  a year. 

As  to  the  fifhery,  the  places  where  the  fifhes 
are  taken,  is  at  fuclî  a diftance,  that  the  fifhes 
cannot  be  brought  to  New  London  to  be  dried. 
This  bufmefs  is  carried  on  between  the  ifles  adja- 
cent to  the  province  of  Maine,  and  the  coafts  of 
Labrador  ; but,  for  ready  fale,  the  fifli  is  brought 
to  New  London,  and  thence  to  the  colonies,  and 
to  New  York  or  Bofton.  The  veffels  are  then 
freighted,  ufually  to  the  colonies,  rarely,  if  ever, 
to  Europe.  The  merchants  of  Connecticut  have 
not  fufficient  capital  to  enable  them  to  await  the 
flow  return  of  money  from  the  trade  to  Europe. 
The  cargoes  fent  from  Connecticut,  are  almoft 
all  deftined  for  Bofton  or  New  York.  There  are, 
however,  fome  exceptions. 

The  veffels  of  this  port  do  not  all  belong  to  the 
merchants  of  New  London.  Some  of  them  are 

the 
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the  property  of  merchants  belonging  to  Hartford 
and  New  York.  Few  merchants  in  Connecticut 
trade  to  the  extent  of  more  than  thirty  thoufand 
dollars,  even  including  with  their  capital,  their 
credit,  which,  indeed,  does  not  go  far.  The  capi- 
tal of  the  merchants  experiences  here  a much 
fmaller  annual  augmentation,  than  in  any  other 
port  of  America.  In  the  courte  of  thefe  laft 
years,  it  has  increafed  about  a fifth  part  ; and  in 
this  increment  is  included  the  improvement  and 
increafe  of  the  buildings  of  the  town.  I received 
all  thefe  particulars,  of  information  from  Mr, 
Huntington,  collector  of  the  cuftoms  for  this 
port  ; a man  of  integrity,  difcernment,  and  cor- 
rect information. 

The  beft  land  in  the  whole  diftriCi,  which  lies 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  does  not  coffc 
more  than  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Its  ave- 
rage rate  is  one-third  more  than  in  Rhode-Ifland, 
including  the  ifle.  The  price  of  labour  is  alfo 
higher  here.  Labourers  in  hufbandry  receive  here 
two-thirds  of  a dollar  a day,  or  from  thirteen  to 
fourteen  dollars  a month.  The  winter,  or  the 
time  in  which  the  cattle  muft  be  fupplied  with 
dry  fodder,  lafls  from  four  months  and  a half  to 
five  months.  Many  of  the  farmers  never  houfe 
their  cattle.  There  is,  on  this  account,  a want  of 
ftalls  and  cow-houfes  ; but  the  more  opulent 
Vol.  IL  X farmers 
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farmers  are  more  careful  of  their  cattle  in  thé 
winter. 

New  London  contains  four  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. It  has  a bank  that  was  eftablilhed  in  the 
year  1 782,  and  of  which  the  capital  is  fifty  thou- 
lând  dollars.  It  has,  however*  been  augmented 
by  other  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  The  manage- 
ment is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  bank  at  Hartford* 
but  I am  not  able  to  explain  it.  The  notes  are 
for  a dollar.  The  dividend  upon  the  capital  is 
three  and  a half  arid  four  per  cent.,  payable  half 
yearly.  New  London  is  the  principal  town  of 
the  county  of  the  fame  name.  It  contains  about 
thirty-five  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  five 
hundred  are  Haves. 

CHELSEA. 

Proceeding  from  New  London  to  Hartford,  I 
was  obliged  to  travel  back,  by  the  way  of  Nor- 
wich. But  inftead  of  palling  that  town*  I went 
by  its  fea-port,  which  is  named  Chelfea,  and  is 
faid  to  lie  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the 
moil  populous  part  of  the  town  of  Norwich  i 
The  river,  which  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the 
Quinaboug  and  the  Shetucket,  begins  here  to 
take  the  name  of  the  Thames.  The  Thames  is 
faid  to  be  every  where  twelve  feet  deep,  and  is 
here  about  ari  eighth  part  of  a mile  in  breadth. 

There 
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There  might  be  in  it,  as  I palled,  about  a dozen 
fchooners,  yachts,  and  brigs.  On  the  two  fides 
of  the  river  there  might  be  from  one  hundred  to 
two  hundred  handfome  houfes.  Some  of  theiè 
houfes  were  of  a very  good  appearance  ; and  there 
was  a communication  between  the  two  fides  of 
the  river  by  a wooden  bridge.  A mile  from  the 
bridge  on  the  way  to  Norwich,  Quinaboug  is 
feen  to  precipitate  itfelf  over  fome  pretty  high 
rocks,  with  a cataradl  which  is  well  worthy  of 
being  feen,  particularly  on  account  of  its  bold 
precipitous  fituation,  and  the  height  of  the  rocks 
by  which  it  is  formed,  as  well  as  on  account  of 
the  uncommon  appearance  which  is  occafioned 
by  the  fail  of  the  water. 

The  bank  of  Norwich,  which  was  eftablifihed 
in  the  month  of  May  1 7Q5,  is  formed  upon  the 
fame  plan  as  that  of  Hartford.  Its  capital  confifts 
of  from  fifty  thoufand  to  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  ; for  by  the  conftitution  of  the  bank,  it 
may  be  augmented  from  the  fmallefl:  to  the  largeft 
of  thefc  films.  The  fhares  are  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each  ; and  the  notes,  of  which  there  have  not 
vet  been  many  ifiued,  are  for  half  a dollar. 

Norwich  and  Chelfea  contain,  together,  about 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  Mills  of  all  forts  are 
iituate  in  the  vicinity  ; and  their  bufinefs  is  very 
confiderable. 
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Between  Norwich  and  Lebanon,  particularly 
in  the  vicinity  of  Norwich,  there  is  a good  deal 
of  wood  to  be  feen.  Almofo  all  the  tops  of  the 
hills  are  covered  with  it.  The  declivities,  and  the 
vales  within  view  of  which  the  way  leads,  are,  in 
gene  rah  under  cultivation. 

LEBANON. 

In  Connecticut,  the  lands  are,  for  the  greater  | 
part,  appropriated  as  pafturage  for  cattle.  The 
environs,  of  Lebanon  yield  more,  in  this  way,  j 
than  any  other  part  of  the  State.  The  townfhip 
lies  in  the  county  of  Windham,  which  contains  j 
about  twenty-nine  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom 
one  hundred  and  fixty  are  negroes.  The  popula- 
tion of  Lebanon  amounts  to  about  four  thoufand 
fouls.  Thofe  houfes,  which  are  fituated  together, 
may  be  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty;  they  lie  all  in  a fingle  ftreet, 
which  is  between  two  and  three  hundred  toifes 
in  width,  and  ferves  as  a fort  of  common  pafture 
for  the  cattle.  The  houfes  are,  in  general,  finall, 
but  neat  ; and,  if  they  exhibit  no  fhew  of  afflu- 
ence, as  little  do  they  prefent  any  marks  of  the 
-wretchednefs  of  poverty.  Such  is,  in  general,  the 
appearance  of  the  houfes  throughout  Connecti- 
cut. 

Befide  fheep  and  fwine,  of  which  the  breed  is 

good 
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good,  and  the  number  every  where  confiderable, 
the  people  of  Lebanon  keep,  in  general,  for  every 
two  acres  of  land  an  ox,  a cow,  and  a mule.  They 
fell  off,  every  year,  a fourth  part  of  their  black 
i cattle,  without  diftinCtion  of  age.  But  horfes  are 
not  fold  before  they  be  three  years  old;  nor  mules, 
till  they  be  two  years  old.  The  farmers  purchafe 
mules  for  the  work  of  their  farms,  at  the  rate  of 
forty  or  fifty  dollars  a head. 

A more  fkilful  hufbandry,  a careful  choice  and 
culture  of  grafs-feeds,  a judicious  manuring  of 
the  lands,  an  attentive  watering  and  cleaning  of 
the  meadowTs,  might  render  the  profits  of  the  far- 
; mer  feveral  times  greater  than  they  at  prefent  are. 
The  exceffively  high  price  of  labour  may  be  al- 
ledged  here,  as  elfewhere,  to  be  the  great  reafon 
of  the  prefent  imperfection  of  the  hufbandry  of 
j Connecticut.  Yet  fuch  a reafon  can  have  lefs 
force  in  the  cafe  of  paflurage  than  in  that  of  til- 
lage. The  true  caufes  are  ignorance  and  a bigotted 
i perfeverance  in  old  practices.  Very  little  of  the 
land  here  receives  the  benefit  of  manure.  No 
pains  is  ufed  to  colleCt  the  dung  which  might  be 
eafily  accumulated  in  large  quantities.  The  la- 
bourers can  earn  from  ten  to  twelve  dollars  a 
month.  The  beft  land  cofts  twenty  dollars  an 
acre. 

The  houfe  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  member  of  the 
X ^ Congrefs 
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Congrefs  has,  like  himfelf,  an  air  of  fimpiicity  and 
modefty.  One  finds  it  necefiary  to  make  an  effort 
of  the  mind,  and  to  lay  afide  European  prejudices, 
in  order  to  reconcile  one’s  felf  to  the  idea,  that 
this  is  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  richeft  men  in  the 
State,  a man  who  holds  one  of  the  moft  import- 
ant places  in  the  federal  government.  I cannot 
fufficiently  praife  the  hofpitality  with  which  he 
received  me,  or  the  amiable  qualities  of  his  wor- 
thy family.  Mr.  Trumbull  has  a brother  who  is 
famous  for  his  genius  in  painting.  He  has  un- 
dertaken  a feries  of  hiftorical  paintings  of  the  moft 
remarkable  events  of  the  war,  by  which  his  coun-  1 
try’s  independence  was  eftablifhed.  Several  of  | 
thefe  have  been  already  exhibited  in  England, 
fmce  the  eftablifhment  of  the  prefent  government  j 
of  the  United  States.  . ' f 

HARTFORD.  j 

The  land  between  Lebanon  and  Hartford  is 
nearly  in  the  fame  ftate,  as  far  as  I have  feen,  with 
the  other  parts  of  Connecticut.  The  wood  is  j 
chiefly  fine  oak  and  hickory.  A few  large  trees 
are  fingly  fcattered  here  and  there  in  the  open 
fields.  The  w'ood  has  the  appearance  of  having 
either  been  long  fince  planted,  or  elfe  of  belonging 
to  the  old  native  woods  of  America.  The  foil 
is  light,  and  is  very  much  covered  with  ftones  ; 

though, 
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though,  what  is  furprizing,  the  houfes  are  ail  of 
wood.  The  land  is,  every  where,  more  or  lefs 
hilly.  It  indeed  expands  into  a fine  plain  for  the 
fpacc  of  eighty  miles,  along  Connecticut  River. 
The  foil  conflits  chiefly  of  a hard  gravel  or  fand. 
The  meadows  exhibit  more  of  a lively  verdure, 
and  the  dwelling-houfes,  every  where  confider- 
ably  numerous  in  this  Hate,  become  Itill  more 
fo,  the  nearer  you  approach  to  Hartford.  You 
are  rowed  acrofs  the  river  in  a ferry-boat,  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  town,. 

I felt  myfelf  difappointed  when  I heard  that 
Colonel  Watworth  was  not  in  the  town.  I 
had  become  acquainted  with  him  in  Philadel- 
phia ; and  he  had  given  me  a preffing  invitation 
to  vifit  him  here.  In  the  expectation  of  finding 
him,  I had  negleCted  to  procure  letters  to  any 
other  perfon  in  this  place.  It  was  farther  un- 
lucky, that  feveral  perfons,  w hofe  wealth  and  per- 
fonal  importance  ranked  them  among  the  molt 
eminent  men  in  the  United  States,  were,  how- 
ever,  unable  to  give  fatisfaCtory  anfwers  to  thofe 
enquiries  which  I was  the  molt  defirous  to  make  ; 
and  I thus  law  myfelf  likely  to  be  difappointed  in 
my  attempts  to  obtain  any  particular  information 
concerning  a town  that  is  accounted  to  be  the 
chief  place  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Yet,  in 
two  or  three  houfes,  into  which  1 gained  admif- 

X 4 fion, 
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fion,  and  in  an  inn  that  was  much  frequented  by 
the  people  of  the  town,  I met  with  fome  hofpi- 
table  and  intelligent  perfons  who  refufed  not  to 
favour  me  wnth  anfwers  to  the  queftions  which  I 
put  to  them.  The  following  is  the  fubftance  of 

what  I was  thus  able  to  learn. 

■ 

1 . Hartford  contains  about  fix  thouland  inha- 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - ■ 

bitants.  Their  number  is  yearly  increafmg  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  the  population  of  New 
London  increafes.  2.  From  fixty  to  eighty  veffels 
of  from  twenty  to  fixty  tons  each,  belong  to  this 
port,  agreeably  to  what  I was  told  at  New  Lon- 
don. Some  ffiips  of  twx>  hundred  tons  burthen 
are,  at  prefent,  in  building.  Thefe  mull  fail,  | 
without  a lading,  down  the  river,  as  its  ufual 
depth  is  not  above  fix  feet  of  water.  3.  The 
traffic  of  Hartford  is,  as  to  the  exportation  of  pro-  j 
vifions,  the  places  to  which  thefe  are  exported, 
and  the  cargoes  brought  in  return,  of  the  fame 
fort  with  that  of  New  London.  4.  Land  in  thefe 
parts  cofts,  in  the  purchafe  of  a farm,  from  thirty 
to  forty  dollars  an  acre  ; and  it  yields  crops  of 
wheat.  5.  The  manufacture  of  cloth  which  had 
been,  fome  years,  eftablifhed  here,  in  which  Co- 
lonel  Watworth  had  a large  concern,  and  wdiich 
had  been  carried  to  no  inconfiderable  perfection, 
is  now  in  the  decline.  Thofe  who  firft  engaged 
in  this  manufacture,  have  relinquifhed  it.  Their 

focceffors 
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fucceffors  are  threatened  with  great  Ioffes,  in  con- 
fluence of  the  fcarcity  of  workmen  : for,  it  is 
fo  much  more  profitable  to  go  to  fea  as  mariners  ; 

and  there  arc  fo  many  invitations  to  fettle  in  the 

; '•  ‘ •« 

country  as  petty  farmers  ; that  but  few,  in  corn- 
parifon,  are  difpofed  to  remain  in  the  condition 
! of  working  artifans  in  a manufacture.  Thefe  cii> 
cumflances  are  adverfe  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
manufactures  in  the  United  States  in  general, 
j Yet,  fmce  machinery,  applicable  to  almoft  all  the 
| arts,  is  fo  eafily  moved  by  the  force  of  water  and 
fire,  the  fame  quantity  of  human  labour  is  no 
longer  neceffary  to  manufactures. 

But,  the  neceffity  for  manufacturing  eftablifh- 
ments  is  not  fo  great  in  Connecticut  as  in  many 
other  places.  For  it  is  here  ufual  for  every  fa- 
mily to  prepare  their  own  clothing  ; fo  that  the 
expence  of  clothing  from  Europe  is  little  felt  by 
the  poorer  clafs  of  the  inhabitants. 

Hartford  is  a fmall  town,  regularly  built,  and 
interfeCted  by  a fmall  river  which  defcends,  in 
its  approach  to  this  town,  through  many  beautiful 
meadows  ; and  fuch  meadows  are  very  frequent  in 
thefe  parts.  The  houfes  are  fmall  and  neat  ; no 
one  of  them,  being  of  a better  appearance  than 
the  reft.  A houfe  is  now  in  building  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  meetings  of  the  affembly  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  State,  which  are  held,  al- 
ternately, 
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ternately,  in  Hartford  and  Newhaven.  The  foun- 
dations of  this  houfe  are  laid  with  great  folidity 
of  ftruCture,  and  are  built  of  a fort  of  red  ftone 
that  is  cpmrnon  in  this  country.  Its  two  upper 
ftories  are  of  bricks;  and  the  whole  is  almoft 
Unified.  Its  appearance  is  very  good  ; but  it  has 
a plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  of  which  the  French 
architects  would,  perhaps,  not  readily  approve. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  round  Hartford 
is  charming.  It  exhibits  a fucceffion  of  meadows 
which  are  naturally  fo  well  watered,  that  they 
difplay,  at  all  times,  the  lively  verdure  of  fpring. 
Black  cattle,  horfes,  and  mules,  in  great  num- 
bers, are  feen  feeding  upon  them  ; and  abundance 
of  trees,  efpecially  fruit  trees,  are  difperfed  around 
them.  The  land  is  not  yet  very  completely  oc- 
cupied in  this  neighbourhood  ; and,  by  confe- 
quence,  the  houfes  are  not  exceedingly  numer- 
ous. Neither  are  the  houfes  fo  handfomely 
painted  and  decorated  as  in  the  environs  of  Bof- 
ton.  But,  fmall  as  they  are,  they  eafily  contain 
every  thing  that  is  requifite  for  the  prefent  accom- 
modation of  their  inhabitants  ; all,  in  fhort,  that, 
according  to  their  own  exprefflons,  is  necelfary  to 
render  them  comfortable.  The  appearance  of  the 
oppof  te  fide  of  the  river  is  ftill  the  fame.  On  1 
both  fdes  are  fine  meadows,  fkirted  by  pretty 
high  hills  w hich  run  parallel  to  the  river. 

During  j 
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During  my  flay  in  the  inn,  I learned  that,  in 
tliofe  parts  of  Connecticut  which  lie  along  the 
river,  and  contiguous  to  Maffachufetts,  there  is  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  hemp  produced,  that  fupT 
plies  materials  for  a manufacture  of  fail-cloth  in 
Springfield,  in  which  twenty  men  are  conftantiy 
employed,  and  which,  during  thefe  feven  years 
which  have  elapfed  fince  its  eftablifhment,  has 
afforded  large  profits  to  the  owners. 

Hartford  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name.  The  county  contains  thirty -twro 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  are  flaves. 

The  bank  in  Hartford  was  ereCled  in  the  month 
pf  May  1792,  conformably  to  an  aCt  of  the  legif- 
lature  of  this  State.  Its  capital  is  one  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  and  may  be  augmented  to  five 
hundred  thoufand.  The  fhares  are  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars  each.  The  directors  are  forbidden  to 
circulate  paper  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fifty 
per  cent  upon  the  whole  capital.  This  bank  does 
but  little  bufinefs  ; and  its  rate  of  dividend  is  only 
three  per  cent  for  every  fix  months.  Their  notes, 
for  a dollar  each,  are  current  in  payment,  along 
Connecticut  River,  and  for  fome  diltance  beyond. 
There  is  another  bank  which  alfo  accepts  them 
in  payment. 

; MIDDLETON. 
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MIDDLETON. 

'The  country  from  Hartford  to  Middleton  is 
chequered  with  frequent  woods,  and  enlivened 
with  numerous  herds  of  cattle.  The  road  leads 
along  the  bank  of  a river  ; fometimes  approach- 
ing its  edge,  fometimes  retiring,  though  never 
farther  than  half  a mile,  from  it.  After  proceed- 
ing ten  miles,  1 came  to  Weftfield,  a fmall  fea- 
port,  where  two  or  three  fhips,  three  brigs,  and 
two  fchooners,  were  lying.  The  fhips  were  built 
at  Middleton,  this  very  year.  Other  fliips,  befide 
thefe,  belong  alfo  to  Weftfield,  but  the  reft  were 
out  at  fea. 

Middleton  is  the  market-town  to  which  the 
farmers  from  the  northern  parts  of  New  York, 
MafTachufçtts,  and  Vermont,  bring  for  fale,  thofe 
horfes,  mules,  and  black  cattle  which  they  can 
fpare,  to  be  exported  to  the  Weft  India  ifles. 
Some  fmall  veffels  take  on  board  their  cargoes  at 
Middleton  ; but.  New'  London,  as  I have  already 
mentioned,  is  the  more  ufual  place  for  lading. 
Hartford  fhares  with  Middleton  in  the  advantages 
of  this  cattle-market.  Middleton  is  a handfome 
town,  not  inelegantly  built,  and  has  trees  planted 
along  its  ftreets,  but  is  not  one-fourth  part  as  large 
as  Hartford.  This  fmall  place  has  but  few  fhips. 
Middleton  is,  hç^yever,  the  feat  çf  the  cuftom- 

houfe 
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houfe  for  this  diftridl:,  on  account  of  its  nearnefs  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  from  which  it  is  not  more 
than  twenty-nine  or  thirty  miles  diftant.  When 
the  tide  has  flowed  in,  to  its  greateft  height,  there 
is  from  nine  to  ten  feet  depth  of  water  at  Middle- 
ton. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  this  town, 
there  is  a lead-mine  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
wrought  amid  thé  neceffities  of  the  late  war. 
But,  it  is  fo  poor  in  ore,  that  the  working  of  it 
would  ruin  the  proprietor,  even  though  the  price 
of  labour  were  cheaper. 

The  exports  from  Middleton  amounted,  in  the 
year  17Q5,  to  the  value  of  thirty-one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars.  It  was 
only  in  the  year  17Q4  that  the  cuftom-houfe  was 
eftablifhed  here.  A bank  was  inftituted  in  Mid- 
dleton in  the  month  of  Oétober  1 795.  Its  capital 
conflits  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  ; and,  by 
its  conftitution,  may  be  augmented  to  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars.  The  regulations  for  its 

O 

management  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the 
bank  of  Hartford.  No  dividend  has,  as  yet,  been 
paid  to  the  proprietors. 

Middleton  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name.  The  whole  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  county  is  about  nineteen  thoufand,  of 
whom  two  hundred  are  flaves. 

From 
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From  Middleton,  the  highway  leads  on  toward 
Newhaven,  between  the  river  and  the  hills  which 
rile  on  each  fide,  in  a parallel  direction,  and  at  Ho 
great  diftance  from  its  banks.  The  afpedt  of  this 
tradf  of  country  is  little  intcrefting  ; it  is  but 
thinly  inhabited  ; its  fields  dilplay  no  lively  ver-^ 
dure  ; its  cultivation  is  negligent  ; its  general  ap- 
pearance is  difagreeable.  Here  is  a greater  fhoW 
of  wood,  cohfifting  chiefly  of  oaks,  and  exhibit- 
ing no  pines.  Such  is  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
to  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven.  The  way  is 
fometimes  ftony  ; fometimes  merely  fandy.  When 
you  come  within  ten  miles  of  Newhaven,  the  hills 
gradually  lubfide  ; and  you  pafs  along  a tradl  of 
morafs.  The  pains  requifite  to  make  the  road 
firm  and  dry,  though  it  might  have  been  eafily 
fuccefsful,  appears  to  have  been  negledted.  The 
tide  rifes  to  within  four  miles  of  Newhaven  ; and 
often  fo  fwells  the  fmall  river  of  the  fame  name, 
as  to  make  it  fpread  over  the  highway.  To-day 
it  was  diffufed  to  the  diftance  of  half  a mile, 
Were  the  land  here  lefs  marfhy,  and  lefs  frequently 
flooded  ; yet  the  foil  is  fandy  and  incapable  of  fer- 
tility. Some  filver  firs  are  thinly  fcattered  over 
this  tradl,  and  make  but  a poor  appearance.  It- 
has  not  the  appearance  of  a territory  fit  for  til- 
lage, but  may  anfwer  well  enough  for  pafture- 
land. 


NEWHAVEN. 
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NEWHAVEN; ' 

The  town  of  Newhaven  covers  a pretty  large 
{pace  of  ground  ; for,  its  houfes  are  detached,  by 
confiderable  intervals,  from  one  another.  A num- 
ber of  corn-fields  lie  in  thé  vefy  middle  of  the 
town.  The  ftreets  crofs  one  another  at  right  an- 
gles, and  are  {haded  with  rows  of  trees*  The 
I houfes  are  almoft  all  of  wood,  and  there  is  none 
| of  them  handfome.  Two  great  {lone  buildings, 
belonging  to  the  college,  with  the  church  and  the 
àffe mbly-houfe,  {landing  round  the  church-yard, 
compofe  the  principal  part  of  the  town. 

But,  the  afpeft  of  this  town  is,  on  the  whole, 
pleafing.  Its  fituation  feems  to  be  a healthy  one  ; 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  the  proportion  of  annual 
: deaths  is,  at  leafl  as  fmall  here  as  in  any  other 
town  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Yet,  the 
yellow  fever  made  great  havock  in  this  place  lall 
year  ; and,  in  the  prefent  year,  many  have  been 
fwept  oflFby  an  epidemic  dyfentery,  both  here  and 
in  Hartford.  Of  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons 
who  died  here  in  the  months  of  Auguft,  Sep- 
tember, and  October,  out  of  a population  of  five 
thoufand  fouls,  ninety-five  died  of  a dyfentery. 

The  harbour  lies  on  an  arm  of  the  fea,  about 
four  miles  in  length,  which  is  formed  between 
Long-Ifland  and  the  main-land:  but  it  is  dry, 

when 
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when  the  tide  has  ebbed  ; fb  that,  till  a new  quay 
fnall  be  built,  fiiips  cannot  conveniently  take  in 
their  cargoes  here.  The  flowing  tide,  however, 
fills  this  harbour  with  fix,  and  ordinarily  with  four 
feet  of  water.  The  anchorage,  though  worfe  than 
that  at  New  London,  is,  however,  pretty  good. 

No' fewer  than  fifty  fhips  belong  to  this  port. 
Only  one  of  thefe  fails  to  Europe  : Another  makes 
its  voyages  to  the  Weft  Indies*  with  cargoes  of 
wood,  oxen,  mules  and  horfes,  which  are  flip- 
plied  from  the  adjacent  country  to  the  diftance  of 
forty  miles  round.  The  remaining  veflels  are  en- 
gaged in  the  coafting-trade,  particularly  with  New 
York.  The  exports  from  Newhaven  amounted* 
in  thé  year  l/Ql,  to  thé  value  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  thoufand  and  forty-three  dollars  ; in 
i 7Q2»  to  two  hundred  and  feven  thoufand  and 
forty-one  dollars;  in  1793?  to  one  hundred  and 
forty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-féven 
dollars;  in  1794,  to  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-nine  dol- 
lars; in  1795,  to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thoufand  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

The  whole  of  the  veflels  in  the  harbour  does 
not  exceed  three  thoufand  tons.  Eight  packet^ 
boats,  failing  regularly  between  Newhaven  arid 
New  York,  convey  to  the  latter  a great  part  of 
the  imports  from  the  ifles>  together  with  a con- 
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iiderable  quantity  of  grain,  which  grows  in  the 
country  about  Newhaven,  but  cannot  be  here 
fold.  The  capitals  of  the  merchants  about  New- 
haven appear  to  be  fmaller  than  thofe  of  the 
1 merchants  in  any  other  fea-port  town  of  Con- 
necticut. Not  one  of  them  is,  alone,  matter  of 
' a whole  fhip.  The  number  of  owners  is  fuch, 

; that  they  never  think  of  infusing  a veflel.  When 
any  unlucky  accident  happens,  the  lofs  being  di- 
! vided  among  many  owners,  is  but  a little  to  each. 
Yet,  within  thefe  laft  two  years,  the  Ioffes  both 
by  fhipwreck  and  capture,  have  been  fo  great, 
that  the  merchants  of  Newhaven  begin,  like 
others,  to  find  it  prudent  to  infure.  Trade  has 
been,  for  thefe  fome  years,  without  either  de- 
clining or  encreafing,  in  this  place  ; and  the  cafe 
j has  been  the  fame  with  the  population.  The 
foil  is.  generally,  rich  about  Newhaven.  When 
fufficiently  manured,  it  yields  fifty  bufiiels  of 
maize,  an  acre  ; and  there  is  a great  abundance 
of  fea- weeds,  which,  in  mixture  with  common 
dung,  are  ufed  as  a very  fertilizing  manure.  Much 
land,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  covered  with  very 
old  and  indifferent  wood,  which  makes  it  not 
eafily  fufceptible  of  agricultural  improvement. 
Near  the  town,  the  price  of  land  is  from  fourteen 
to  eight  dollars  acre.  Labourers  receive  four  or 
five  ihillings  a day,  and  in  fummer,  twelve  dollars, 
Vol.IL  Y a month. 
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a month,  or  for  the  whole  fummer  months,  eighty 
dollars  as  their  wages.  The  cattle  are  of  middling 
quality.  The  belt  pair  of  oxen  in  the  country 
may  be  had  for  fixty  dollars. 

The  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  is 
not  great.  Moft  of  them  have  farms  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. which  fupply  provifions  for  their  fami- 
lies. Thefe  fmali  poffeffions  in  the  hands  of  the 
town’s-people,  make  it  impoffible  for  thofe  who 
have  a fbrplus  of  produce,  to  find  a fale  for  it  in 
Newhaven  ; it  is,  accordingly,  fent  to  New  York. 
A more  linking  confequence  of  this  economy,  is 
the  negleCl  of  improving  agriculture. 

Two  opulent  merchants,  "about  a year  fince, 
ereCted  a cotton- work  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles 
from  the  town.  The  fpinning-engine  is  put  in 
motion  by  water  ; but  the  weaving  is  performed 
entirely  by  human  labour.  A great  number  of 
people  are  employed  ; but  the  dereliction  of  this 
manufacture  may  be  foretold,  as  its  fuccefs  is  op- 
pofed  by  all  the  obftacles  common  in  fimilar  cafes. 
Befides,  the  expence  upon  the  buildings  has  been 
far  too  confiderable. 

A bank  was  ereCted  in  Newhaven,  in  the  month 
of  OCtober  1 7Q2.  Its  capital  is  one  hundred  thou-  j 
fand  dollars  ; and  is  divided  into  two  hundred 
(hares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  It  began  to 
tranfaCt  bufinefs,  only  in  the  year  1 795.  The  firft 
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dividend  upon  the  fhares,  is  to  be  paid  in  January 
1797.  Shares  in  it  are  now  at  a premium  of  five 
dollars  above  the  original  price.  Money  is  faid  to 
have  been  fo  fcarce,  in  this  place,  before  the  in- 
IKtution,  that  what  can  be  now  obtained  at  the 
intereft  of  four  dollars  a month  for  the  principal 
fum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  was  not  then  to  be 
had  for  lefs  than  four  per  cent,  a month*  with 
fecurity. 

The  ravages  of  the  Englifh,  during  the  war* 
ruined  the  people  of  Newhaven,  who,  to  make 
up  for  their  Ioffes,  turned  ufurers.  The  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  bank  put  an  end  to  the  trade  of 
ufury.  The  intereft  of  money  is  now  reduced  to 
one  or  one  one-half  per  cent  monthly,  to  the  mo- 
ney-lenders ; and  to  them/  none  have  recourfe, 
fave  fuch  as  have  no  credit  with  the  bank. 

Near  Newhaven  are  ft  ill  fliewn  the  rocks, 
among  which  Golf  and  Wad  ley,  two  of  the 
judges  that  condemned  Charles  the  firft  of  Eng- 
land, lay  concealed  from  the  fearch  which  was 
made  for  them,  by  the  command  of  Charles  the 
fécond.  Here  is,  alfo,  a bridge,  under  which 
they  remained  for  fome  days,  while  the  foldiers, 
their  purfuers,  fought  them  backward  and  for- 
ward, above. 

There  is,  in  Newhaven,  a college  of  coftfider- 
ably  old  inftitution,  which  is  faid  to  afford  as  good 
Y 2 inftruction 
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inftruuftion  for  youth,  as  any  other  feminary  in  the 
whole  United  States.  To  this  college  belongs  a I 
library  of  two  or  three  thoufand  volumes,  with 
a cabinet  of  fpecimens  of  natural  hiftory,  and  a ! 
fmall  mufeum,  which  receives,  every  year,  great  j 
additions,  and  muft  foon  become  very  confider-  j. 
able.  There  are  in  the  town,  one  Epifcopal,  and  j 
three  Prefbyterian  churches. 

The  town  is  affirmed  to  have  been  damaged  j 
by  Commodore  Tryon,  in  the  year  1 779,  to  the  j 
amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  thoufand  dol-  j 
lars.  It  is  the  head- town  of  the  county  of  the  j 
fame  name.  The  county  contains  about  thirty-  j 

three  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  four  hun-  3 

. 

dred  are  Haves. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  CONNECTICUT. 

The  Englifh  colony  by  which  Connedlicut  was  j: 
firft  occupied,  arrived  in  the  year  1Ô33.  They 
had  a patent,  granted  to  the  Plymouth  com- 
pany  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  the  year  j. 
1Ô30.  They  had  to  contend  wdth  the  Indians,  j 
who  would  not  relinquish  their  territories  to  j 
ftrangers  without  a ftruggle.  In  1662,,  the  co~ 
lony  of  Connecticut  obtained  a charter,  which 
fixed  the  form  of  their  future  government.  The  J 
people  were  enthufiaflic  Preibyterians,  and  lived 
in  implicit  fubmiffion  to  their  minifters.  No  per- 

fon 
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fon  could  be,  here,  a freeman,  without  belonging 
to  the  Prefbyterian  kirk  ; and  none  but  freemen 
could  have  a voice  in  elections. 

The  moft  exceffive  intolerance,  the  moft  vio- 
j lent  perfecution,  enfued — againft  the  Quakers  in 
particular,  who  were  treated  as  the  worft  of  here- 
tics, were  tortured,  banifned,  abufed  with  ftripes, 
even  put  to  death. 

At  prefent,  the  conftitution  of  the  ftate  of 
! Connecticut,  is  the  fame  as  before  the  revolution* 

A Ihort  aft  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
’ pie  of  this  ftate,  mentions,  that  the  old  conftitu- 
tion eftabliflhed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fécond, 
is  ftill  agreeable  to  the  people  ; that  the  privileges 
! of  freemen,  and  the  admiffion  to  them,  fhall, 

! therefore,  remain  fuch  as  they  were  before  ; that, 
in  fhort,  there  fhall  be  no  change,  except  the. 
abolition  of  regal  authority.  The  Legiflature 
confi fts  of  an  Under-houfe,  or  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  and  an  Upper -houfe,  or  Council* 
Thefe  two  houfes  united  compôfe  the  fupreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  ftate,  before  which  all 
fuits  at  law  may  be  brought  by  a laft  appeal,  and 
which  has  power  to  mitigate  or  annul  all  fen- 
tences  of  inferior  judges.  The  Governor  and 
Deputy-governor  are  eleCted  annually.  The  Go- 
vernor prefides  in  the  Council,  and  is  alfo  Speaker 
in  the  Houfe  of  Representatives  : bçfide  which,  he 
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can  influence  the  voices  of  feveral  other  members 
of  the  Legifiature. 

The  meetings  of  the  Aflembly  take  place  in 
the  months  of  May  and  October.  The  members 
of  the  fupreme  judicial  court  of  the  ftate,  thofe  of 
the  county  courts,  and  the  jufcices  of  the  peace, 
are  nominated  from  among  the  members  of  the 
legiflature.  The  fir  ft  of  thefe  three  clafles  of 
judges  remain  in  office,  for  that  precifc  length  of 
time  for  which  they  are  nominated  by  the  legif- 
lature : The  two  laft  can  be  nominated  only  for 
one  year,  but  may  be  re-appointed  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  The  Governor  and  the  Council  name 
the  flierifls,  who  hold  their  office  without  limita* 
lion  as  to  its  continuance, 

The  laws  qf  England  are  the  foundation  of 
thofe,  as  well  of  Connecticut,  as  of  aim  oft  all  the 
reft  of  the  United  States,  Little  alteration  has 
been  made  upon  them.  The  law  concerning  the 
fucceffion  to  the  property  of  perfons  dying  in* 
teftate,  is  entirely  that  of  England  ; it  is,  now, 
in  full  force,  throughout  all  the  American  ftates  ; 
and  it  provides,  that  a third  part  of  the  property 
of  the  deceafed  fliall  belong  to  his  widow,  and 
that  the  remainder  fhall  be  diftributed  in  equal 
portions  among  his  children  ; but  with  certain 
reftridtions  ; fuch  as,  that  when  one  of  the  chil- 
dren dying  leaves  progeny,  or  in  any  fimilar  cafe, 
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his  part  is,  of  confequence,  to  be  again  diftributed. 
The  laws  relative  to  debtors,  order  the  falc  of  the 
goods,  moveables,  and  lands  of  the  debtor,  when 
I a debt  cannot,  otherwife,  be  recovered  from  him* 

| and  even  allow  his  perfon  to  be  arrefted,  in  cafe 
of  infolvency.  The  criminal  law  has  all  the  fcve- 
rity  of  that  of  England.  One  article  (of  which  I 
know  not  whether  it  be  at  prefent  in  force  in 
| England,  as  it  is  one  of  the  old  laws  of  Connec- 
ticut) ordains,  that  whofoever  fhall  deny  the  exift- 
ence  of  God,  or  the  myftery  of  the  bleffed  Trinity, 
or  the  divine  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  fhall 
be  held  unfit  for  any  public  office,  till  he  repent 
and  acknowledge  his  error  ; and  that,  in  cafe  of 
relapfe,  after  fuch  repentance,  he  fhall  be  put  out 
of  the  protection  of  the  law.  The  lawTs  refpeft- 

Iing  marriage  authorife  divorce,  in  the  cafes  of 
adultery,  or  marriage  within  the  forbidden  de-? 
grees  of  confanguinity.  If  a man  and  his  wife 
have  been  parted  for  feven  years,  by  the  abfence 
of  one  or  the  other  of  them  beyond  feas  ; or  if 
either  party  go  upon  a fea- voyage  that  is  to  be  of 
three  months  continuance,  and  in  a fhip  of  which 
news  cannot  be  received  within  lefs  than  three 
months;  or  if  there  be  reafon  to  believe  that  either 
of  the  two  parties  has  been  loft  upon  fuch  a,  voyage;  * 
then  the  other  party,  whether  man  or  woman,  go- 
ing before  a magiftratc/and  preferring  fatisfaftory 
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evidence  of  thefe  fadts,  may  obtain  from  him,  if 
he  fhall  judge  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe 
to  require  it,  a final  diffolution  of  the  marriage. 
This  law  condemns  any  perfon,  whether  man  or 
woman,  that  fhall  put  on  the  drefs  proper  to  the 
other  fex,  to  pay  a fine  of  feventy-five  dollars. 

Adultery,  till  the  year  1/84,  was  liable  to  be 
punifhed  with  death  : It  is  now  punifhed  only 
with  public  whipping,  and  with  the  fearing  of  a 
xed-hot  iron  on  the  forehead.  Rape  is  punifhed 
with  death,  upon  the  oath  of  the  woman  by  whom 
it  has  been  fuffered,  and  at  her  exprefs  requeft  : 
but  there  is  no  inftance  of  the  execution  of  this 
law  ; and  the  people  of  Connecticut  fay,  that  fuch 
crimes  can  never  happen  in  the  flate,  or,  what  is 
more  probably  the  truth,  that  the  extreme  fe- 
verity  of  the  law  deters  both  the  fuiferer  from 
complaint,  and  the  profligate  from  incurring  fuch 
guilt. 

The  laws  againft  gaming,  are  exceffively  fevere 
in  Connedficut.  One  of  thefe  is  againft  horfc- 
racing  : This  it  regards  as  an  idle  pleafure,  which 
is  attended  with  diforder  and  riot,  that  utterly 
fmftrate  the  end  of  its  inftitution,  as  a means  for 
improving  the  breed  of  horfes.  The  law  for  the 
hallowing  of  the  Sabbath,  forbids  all  profane  di- 
versions upon  that  day,  and  is  exceffively  ftridh 
It  is  probable,  that  the  prohibition  of  journies  on 

a Sunday 
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a Sunday  might  fall,  infenfibly,  into  difufe,  were 
it  not,  that  an  ill-natured  fek£i-man  has  it  now  in 
his  power  to  thwart  and  fine  any  perfon  attempt- 
ing fuch  a journey;  and  that  every  one  thinks  it 
necefiary  to  avoid  the  danger  of  being  teized  by 
fuch  impertinence. 

The  poor’s  laws  have  occalioned  the  difficulty 
which  a ftranger  paffing  from  one  town  to  an- 
other, or  coming  from  another  ftate,  finds,  in 
effecting  a fettlement  in  a new  fituation.  The 
only  conditions  upon  which  fuch  a perfon  can  be 
dcmefticated  in  his  new  place  of  refidence,  are, 
his  either  pofleffing  a property  of  at  leaft  an  hun- 
dred dollars,  or  having  refided  fix  years  in  the 
place  ; and  without  thefe  conditions,  he  will  not 
obtain  relief  in  diftrefs  from  poverty.  The  iëleél- 
mcn  who  are,  in  every  townihip,  the  directors  of 
the  police,  are  to  prevent  the  fettlement  of  all 
ft  rangers  who  cannot  fatisfy  them  in  regard  to 
thofe  conditions..  Every  town  is  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  its  own  poor,  and  the  feleét-men  have 
authority  over  the  education  and  condudi  of  the 
children  of  poor  parents,  till  they  arrive  at  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty  years.  From  this  age, 
they  are  no  longer  fubjedt  to  the  particular  direc- 
tion of  the  Elders.  The  wandering  poor,  who 
are  ufually  wounded  foldiers  or  fhipwrecked  fea- 
men,  receive  temporary  relief,  at  the  pleafure  of 

the 
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the  feleCl-men.  What  thefe  beftow,  is  after- 
wards repaid  to  them,  by  the  Union,  by  the 
State,  or  by  the  particular  town,  according  to 
the  circumftarices  of  the  cafe. 

Befide  the  political  divifion  of  the  ftates  into 
counties  and  townfliins,  Connecticut  acknow- 

X 7 

ledges  two  fubdivifions  into  parilhes  and  fchool- 
diftriCls.  In  each  town  or  fociety,  the  houle  - 
holders  of  the  houfes  which  ftand  together,  have 
a right  to  afiemble,  and  to  make  by-laws  for  the 
regulation  of  certain  parts  of  their  common  inter- 
efts.  They  chufe  their  minifters  ; and  impofe, 
for  their  fupport,  a general  tax,  at  the  pleafure  of 
the  majority,  and  which  is  to  be  paid  by  every 
one  in  proportion  to  the  particular  ftate  of  his  for- 
tune. The  towns  nominate  the  collectors  of  the 
tax  ; and  it  muft  be  paid  by  the  people,  with- 
out evafion.  But,  when  any  perfon  finds  him- 
felf  to  be  taxed,  not  in  a due  proportion  to  his 
property  ; he  may  appeal  to  the  County  Court, 
which  will  take  care,  that  juftice  be  done  him. 
The  collectors,  as  well  of  this  tax,  as  of  thofe  for 
the  expences  of  the  ftate,  are  accountable  for  the 
money  which  they  levy,  and  punifhable  for  em- 
bezzlement or  malverfation  in  office.  Minifters 
for  whom  their  parifhes  reftife  to  make  adequate 
provifion,  can  have  recourfe  to  the  General  Affem- 
bly,  which  will  give  orders  for  the  collection  and 
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payment  of  the  proper  fums,  That  Affembly 
has,  likewife,  the  power  of  fettling  minifters  in 
fuch  parilhes  as  have  remained,  for  one  whole  year, 
vacant,  and  of  ordering  provifion  to  bd  made  for 
the  fupport  of  the  minifters  thus  fettled. 

A law  enabled  in  the  year  l/Ql,  permits  per- 
fons  whofe  religious  perfuafton  differs  from  that 
of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  to  affoci- 
ate  themfelves,  as  to  the  matter  of  religion,  with 
fome  community  of  whofe  form  of  worfhip  they 
approve,  and  to  add  their  contributions  to  thofe 
for  the  fupport  of  their  own  religion  only.  But, 
this  is  permitted  folely  under  thefe  conditions; 
1.  That  they  make  their  intention  previoufly 
known  to  the  feleCt-men  of  the  town;  2.  That 
the  religion  which  they  chufe,  be  fome  mode  of 
Chrillianity  ; 3.  That  they  do  not,  afterwards, 
claim  a voice  in  any  parochial  meetings,  except 
when  the  bufinefs  of  the  fchools  is  under  confider- 
ation.  Prefbyterianiifn  is  the  prevalent  religion 
throughout  Connecticut.  Its  minifters,  the  zeal 
of  its  followers,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  places 
in  the  colleges  to  Prefbyterians  exclufively,  afford 
very  great  advantages,  to  prevent  it  from  being 
fupplanted  by  any  other  form  of  religion.  The 
Anabaptifts  are,  next  after  the  Preibyterians,  the 
moft  numerous  feci  in  the  ftate.  Although  the 
letter  of  the  law  have  eftabl^hed  frçedom  of  reli- 
gious 
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j^ious  fentiments  in  Connecticut  ; fuch  freedom 
is,  however,  far  from  being  known  here.  Prefby- 
terianifm  reigns  in  all  its  rigour,  defpotifm,  and 
intolerance. 

Another  law  long  prior  to  the  revolution,  obliges 
every  Seventy  families  in  Connecticut,  to  maintain 
a common  fchool  for  eleven  months  in  the  year. 
Reading  and  writing  are  appointed  to  be  there 
taught.  If  the  number  of  families  be  under  fe- 
venty,  they  are,  then,  obliged  to  maintain  their 
fchool,  only  for  fix  months  in  the  year.  Every 
town  forming  a regular  incorporation,  muft  keep 
a gram  mar- fchool,  in  which  Englifli,  Latin,  and 
(Leek  are  to  be  taught.  The  different  focieties 
are  to  name,  each,  a deputation  to  vifit  and  regu» 
late  the  fchools.  For  every  thoufand  dollars  of 
taxation  to  the  date,  two  dollars  are  to  be  paid  for 
the  fupport  of  the  fchools.  The  teachers  have 
falaries  proportioned  to  the  taxation  of  the  dif- 
triCls  to  which  they  belong.  Towns  or  commu- 
nities entrufted  with  particular  funds  for  the  fup- 
port of  fchools,  can  receive  no  intereft  from  thofe 
funds,  while  they  delay  to  ereCl  the  fchools  for 
which  it  was  deftined  ; and  lofe  the  principal,  if 
they  fliall  attempt  to  divert  it  to  any  different  pur- 
pofe.  Towns  or  parifhes  having  no  foundations 
for  fchools,  muff  either  fupport  their  fchools,  en- 
tirely out  of  the  appointed  tax,  or  muft,  at  leaft 

contribute 
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contribute  one-half  of  the  means  for  the  main- 
tenance of  thefe  fchools,  while  the  parents  whole 
children  are  educated  in  them,  pay  the  reft.  In 
very  populous  towns,  the  fupport  of  the  fchools, 

| continues  to  be  left  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  is  provided  by  law,  that  the  feleft-men  fhall, 
in  every  town,  take. cognizance  of  the  ftate  of  the 
lchools.  Upon  their  reports,  and  in  the  propor- 
tions in  wThich  thefe  declare  the  falaries  to  be, 
refpeftively,  deferred, — the  towns  make  payment 
of  the  money  which  has  been  levied  for  the  teach- 
ers. Where  there  are  no  fchools,  or  but  very  bad 
ones  ; the  proportion  of  the  tax  is  withheld,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  bellowed  where  it  has  been 
better  earned.  There  is,  however,  no  inftahce  of 
a towm  or  parifh,  remaining,  negligently,  without 
a fchool.  Many  communities  maintain  their 
fchools  for  a greater  part  of  the  year,  than  they 
are,  by  law,  obliged  to  do.  The  feleft-men  and 
the  deputations  from  the  communities  manage 
the  farms  and  other  revenues  of  the  fchools. 

The  teachers  are  commonly  young  men  from 
the  colleges,  Undents  of  law  or  theology.  Their 
falaries  are  at  the  pfeafure  of  the  different  panfries, 
from  two  to  three  hundred  dollars.  Almoft  ail 
thofe  who  now  aft  * a diftmgmfhed  part  in  the 
political  bufmefs  of  New  England,  began  their 
career  as  teachers  in  thefe  fchools  ; a fituation 

that 
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that  is  accounted  exceedingly  honourable.  Some- 
times* where  the  falary  is  fmall,  women  are  chofen 
to  be  the  teachers.  Even  thefe  mull*  in  this  cafe* 
be  well  qualified  to  teach  reading,  writings  and 
arithmetic. 

Every  county  muft  have  a fchool  for  Greek  and 
Latin.  A fine  of  three  dollars  is  exacted  from 
parents  neglecting  to  fend  their  children  to  fcbooh 
The  fele<t-men  have  authority  to  levy  it. 

One  natural  confequence  from  the  careful  ob- 
fer  vance  of  this  law  is*  that  hardly  a perfon  can 
be  met  with  in  Connecticut,  any  more  than  in 
Maffachufetts,  who  is  not  qualified  to  read,  write, 
and  perform  the  common  operations  of  arithme- 
tic ; and  that  the  general  manners  are  better,  the 
laws  more  faithfully  obferved,  and  crimes  more 
rare,  here,  than  in  other  places.  The  punifhment 
has  not,  as  yet,  been  abolifhed  in  Connecticut.  It 
is,  however,  referved  for  crimes  of  extraordinary 
atrocity  ; and,  for  thefe  lafh  eight  years,  h%s  been, 
in  no  inftance,  inflicted. 

An  act,  pafied  in  the  year  1/Q5,  appropriates, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  public  fchools,  whatever 
fums  of  money  fliall  arife  from  the  falc  of  thofe 
lands  which  are  the  property  of  the  State,  and  arc 
fituate  weftward  from  Pennfylvania.  Thefe  fums 
are  to  be  put  out  at  intereft  ; and  the  annual  reve- 
nue, which  they  fhall  thus  afford,  is  to  be  divided 


among 


F 

■ * • 

- \ \ -* 

THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  335 

among  the  fchpols  of  the  different  parifnes,  ac« 
cording  to  the  proportions  in  which  thefe  parifhes, 

I refpedtively,  contribute  to  the  public  expenditure 
of  the  State.  At  the  pleafure  of  a majority  of 

f two-thirds  of  the  people  of  any  parilh,  this  fund 
may  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  mini- 
fier,  inftead  of  that  of  the  fchoolmafter.  Every 
parifh  is  at  liberty  to  make  this  particular  difpofal 
of  its  own  portion  of  the  money.  But,  in  this 
cafe,  all  the  different  feels,  within  the  limits  of 
the  parifh,  mufl  receive  their  refpe&ive  fhares. 

The  fervitude  of  the  negroes  has  not  been  abo- 
liflied  in  this  ftate  as  in  Maffachufetts.  It  is  here 
ordained  by  law,  that  every  negro  born  in  the  ftate 
fmee  the  year  1/84,  fhall,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  be  declared  free.  It  is  allowed,  that 
the  intereft  of  the  law-givers  had  feme  lhare  in 
dictating  the  particulars  of  this  decree.  No  old 
law  exifted  in  favour  of  flavery  ; though  it  was, 
indeed,  countenanced  by  fome  judicial  fentences 
of  the  courts,  pronounced  at  the  inftance  of  maf- 
ters  of  runawray  flaves.  The  confiderations  which 
moved  the  legiilature  to  determine  as  they  did  in 
this  bufinefs,  were,  refpeft  to  property,  and  the 
fear  of  dangerous  confequences  as  likely  to  arife 
from  a fudden  and  general  emancipation.  But, 
fuch  refpedt  for  property  of  this  nature  was  fla^ 
grant  injuftice  ; fince  it  was  never  before  exprefsly 
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acknowledged  by  the  laws*  and  exifled — but  by- 
diihoneft  fufferance.  In  regard  to  the  dread  o{ 
confequences  ; the  number  of  negroes  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  was  too  inconfiderabîe  to  afford 
any  plaufible  pretence  for  fuch  alarm.  The  cafe 
of  Maffachufetts,  which  in  refpeCl  to  flavery,  flood 
in  the  fame  fituation  with  Connecticut,  and  in 
which  there  were,  at  thetime  of  the  general  eman- 
cipation, a greater  number  of  negroes  in  fervitude, 
fufficiently  evinces  the  futility  of  this  pretence. 
The  community  have  there  experienced  no  un- 
fortunate conferences  from  the  emancipation  of 
the  negroes.  Few  of  thefe  have  made  any  crimi- 
nal abide  of  their  liberty.  Neither  robbery  nor 
murder  is  more  frequent  than  before.  Almofl  all 
the  emancipated  negroes  remain  in  the  condition 
of  fervants  ; as  they  cannot  enjoy  their  freedorn, 
without  earning  means  for  their  fubfiflence.  Some 
of  them  have  fettled,  in  a fmall  way,  as  artifans 
or  hufbandmen.  Their  number  is,  on  the  whole, 
greatly  dimimfiied.  And  on  this  account,  the  ad-  ! 
vocates  for  flavery  maintain,  that  the  negroes  of 
Maffachufetts  have  not  been  made,  in  any  degree, 
happier  by  their  general  emancipation.  None  of - 
them  has,  however,  returned  into  fervitude  in 
thofe  fiâtes  in  which  flavery  is  flill  fuffered  by  the 
laws.  None  has  died  of  want.  Maffachufetts  has 
delivered  itfelf  from  the  difhonour  of  the  mofl 
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odious  of  all  violations  of  the  natural  liberty  and 
the  inextinguifhable  rights  of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  militia  of  Connecticut,  confifts  of  four 
divi fions,  eight  brigades,  five  and  thirty  regi- 
ments : of  the  regiments,  eight  are  cavalry  ; five, 

; light  infantry.  The  legiflature  nominate  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, the  inferior  gâterais,  and  all  the 
i flaff-officers.  The  other  officers  are  chofen  by 
; their  refpeClive  regiments.  They  hold,  all,  their 
i commiffions  from  the  government.  The  other 
neceffary  regulations  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  other  fiâtes.  The  legiflature  here  exercifes 
the  fame  powers  of  regulation,  which  are,  elfe- 
where,  intrufled  with  the  government.  The 
mode  of  forming  the  militia,  is  the  fame  as  in 
other  places.  All  males,  from  eighteen  to  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  are  liable  to  ferve.  The  Go- 
vernor is  General,  and  the  Deputy-governor, 
Lieutenant-general  of  the  militia. 

The  high-roads  are  made  and  repaired,  in 
Connecticut,  by  the  labour  of  all  perfons  between 
the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fixty  years.  An  overfeer 
is  annually  named  for  the  infpeClion  of  the  high- 
ways, and  for  regulating  the  labour  upon  them  : 
He  is  fubjcCl  to  the  controul  of  the  feleCt-men. 
Care  is  taken  to  make  thofe  who  are  by  law 
obliged,  to  do  their  duty.  Yet,  it  mufl  be  owned, 
that  the  roads,  in  Connecticut,  are  Hill  bad. 
Vol.  IL  Z The 


338 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


The  laws  refpefting  taxation,  have  undergone 
many  changes  fince  the  revolution.  All  property 
is  taxable  in  Connecticut  ; as  well  moveables  as 
land.  The  fubjeéis  of  taxation  are  diftributed  j : 
into  ten  claffes.  Horfes,  carriages,  and  capita!  j 
belong  to  one  clafs,  and  are  taxed  in  a due  pro- 
portion to  the  taxes  upon  real  property.  The 
commiffioners  for  fixing  the  proportions  of  every  !| 
different  perfon’s  taxation,  are  nominated  annu- 
ally in  every  town,  and  have  here  the  appellation 
of  Lifters.  It  is  their  duty  to  procure,  once  a 
year,  from  every  inhabitant,  a ftatement  of  his 
property  ; and  from  thefe  ftatements  to  form  a 
general  inventory  to  be  tranfmkted  to  the  legif-  j 
lature.  The  legislature,  upon  the  infpetftion  of 
the  inventory,  fixes  the  proportion  of  tax  which 
the  particular  town  muft  pay.  The  lifts  of  the  ! 
commiffioners,  therefore,  regulate  the  taxes. 
Though  the  taxes  be  already  fufficient  ; the  | 
commiffioners  muft  not  negleél  to  regifter  any  | 
increafe  of  property  in  their  refpedlive  towns. 
Perfons  deceiving  the  commiffioners  by  falfe  efti-  ; 
mates  of  their  property,  are  condemned  to  pay  j 
four  times  as  much  as  their  juft  proportion  of 
the  tax. 

Thefe  lifts  ferve,  alfo,  to  regulate  the  pro-  j 
portions  in  which  other  taxes  are  to  be  levied. 
The  Lifters  levy  thirteen  cents  of  a dollar  upon 
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ëvery  thoufand  pounds  of  property,  befide  one- 
half  of  that  quadrupled  tax  which  is  exacted, 
as  a fine  for  the  concealment  of  property.  The 
collectors  are  named  by  the  towns,  from  one 
three  years  to  another  ; and  are  allowed  two  and 
half  per  cent,  on  the  money  they  colled,  with  a 
1 falary  from  the  ftate.  When  they  are  obliged  to 
compel  payment  from  the  dilatory,  by  aCtions  at 
law  ; their  allowance  is  augmented,  on  account 
of  the  cofts  of  the  fuits.  The  care  of  the  Lifters, 
ana  the  Collectors,  procures  a faithful  payment 
of  the  taxes. 

Though  eyery  poffible  precaution  feems  to  be 
here  provided  by  law,  to  hinder  any  unfair  ftate- 
ment  of  property  for  taxation  ; yet,  in  Connecti- 
cut, as  in  other  places,  men  find  means  to  cheat 
the  revenue.  As  the  eftimates  of  property  are 
not  given  in  upon  oath,  many  who  would  fcruple 
to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a falfe  ftatement,  make 
no  difficulty  of  giving  in  their  eftimates,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  with  a carelefs  inaccuracy  that  fails 
not  to  favour  themfelves.  However  diligent,  the 
enquiries  of  the  Lifters  are  ftill  infufficient  to  de- 
tect every  little  artifice.  A thoufand  things  oc- 
cur to  render  it  impoffible  that  they  fhould. 
Several  of  the  wealthieft  perfons  in  the  ftate,  have 
owned  to  me,  that  the  taxation  which  they  actu- 
ally pay,  is  not  above  a ftxth  part  of  what  they 
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ought  to  pay.  One  mode  of  evafion,  commonly 
praftifed  in  Connecticut,  is,  by  placing  in  the  | 
loweft  clafs,  land  that,  on  account  of  its  fituation, 
its  quality,  its  prodüce,  ought  rather  to  be  ranked  | 
in  the  higheft  ; which  make  a difference  upon  the  j > 
tax  of  five  fixths  or  fometimes,  even  of  twenty-  jj 
nine  thirtieths.  A table  of  taxable  property,  by  !( 
which  the  Supreme  Court  regulates  the  taxation,  |1 
exhibits  a.  proportion  of  lands  of  the  loweft  clafs  I 
which  muft  appear  far  too  great,  to  any  perfon  | 
that  has  an  acquaintance  with  the  country.  The  I 
whole  amount  of  taxable  property  was  eftimated, 
in  the  year  1 74)6,  at  the  fum  of  five  millions  feven 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  j 
eighty  dollars. 

Thcfe  taxes  have,  for  thefe  feveral  years,  been  ! 

J I 

but  twenty  “three  thoufand  dollars,  regularly 
paid.  The  annual  expenditure  of  the  govern- 
ment amounts  nearly  to  fifty  thoufand  dollars. 
But,  there  is  a tax  upon  written  deeds,  or,  in  | 
other  words,  a ftamp-tax,  that  yields  fromftx  to  ; 
eight  thoufand  dollars  a year.  The  State  for-  j 
merly  lent  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dal-  j 
lars  to  the  Union,  for  which  it  receives  intereft  at  ! 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent.  And  it  has,  likewife, 
fome  other  fources  of  income,  of  which  I could 
not  obtain  any  diftindt  account.  But,  its  income 
is,  altogether,  equal  to  its  expenditure.  The 

taxes 
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taxes  impofed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  arc  fixed 
in  proportion  to  the  ncccffities  of  the  prefent 
year,  and  the  economy  of  former  ones.  There 
are  a number  of  banks  in  Connecticut. 

The  trade  of  Connecticut  is,  as  I mentioned  in 

ifneaking  of  New  London,  confined  to  the  ex- 
portation of  the  furplus  produce  of  the  lands,  to 
the  Welt  India  Ifles,  or  to  the  other  States  of 
: the  Union.  Cattle  and  mules  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  arc  contiguous 
to  Albany,  are  included  in  this  exportation.  New 
York  is  the  emporium  of  aim  oft  all  the  trade  of 
Connecticut,  of  which  the  lliips  are  wont  often 
either  to  take  in  their  cargoes  or  at  leaft  to  com- 
plete them,  there,  and  to  bring  their  returning 
cargoes  thither. 

The  whole  exports  from  Connecticut,  were, 
in  the  year  l/Ql,  of  the  value  of  feven  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars;  in  1/02,  eight  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-two  dol- 
lars ; in  1 7Q3,  feven  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  ; in  1 7 Q4, 
feven  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fixty-four  dollars  ; in  1795,  eight  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fixty-five  dollars. 

The  tonnage  of  the  Chips  belonging  to  Con- 
Z 3 nefticut. 
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nefiticut,  whether  engaged  in  the  foreign  or  the 
coafting- trade,  amounts,  in  all,  to  thirty-five 
thoufand  tons. 

Connecticut  is,  after  Rhode  liland  and  Dela- 
ware, the  fmalleft  State  in  the  Union;  but,  in  prcn 
portion  to  its  extent,  the  moil  populous.  There 
are  about  one  and  fifty  perfons  to  every  fquare 
mile.  As  the  lands  are  all  occupied  and  in  cul- 
tivation, more  perfons  emigrate  out  of  Connecti- 
cut to  the  newly  acquired  lands,  than  from  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  This  will  be  more 
particularly  evinced  from  the  following  Rate- 
ment  of  faCts. 

In  the  year  1750,  the  whole  population  of 
Connecticut,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
thoufand  and  twenty-four  fouls,  in  177*1?  one 
hundred  and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fix  fouls;  in  1782,  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fouls;  in  1-7Q1,  two  hundred  and  thirty-feven 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  fouls.  Thus/ 
in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  eighteen  years,  the  ave- 
rage increafe  of  the  population,  was  three  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  twenty  fouls  annually  ; 
for  the  next  eight  years,  it  was  but  two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-one  fouls  a year  ; during 
each  of  the  daft  nine  years  taken  at  an  average, 
it  has  not  been  more  than  two  thoufand  and 

eighty- 
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; eighty- fix  fouls.  Celibacy  is  not  now  more  com- 
mon than  formerly  : and  it  was  never  frequent 
| in  Connecticut.  Young  people  marry  early  : and 
! their  marriages  are  very  fruitful,  augmenting  the 
population  very  rapidly.  ît  may,  therefore,  be 
calculated  that  two-thirds  of  the  numbers  which 
are  continually  added  to  the  former  population, 
leave  the  country,  and  go  to  fettle  in  the  newly 
occupied  territories.  Many  of  the  landholders  in 
Connecticut  purchafe  lands,  at  a very  low  price 
in  the  State  of  Vermont.  Thefe  they  retain  for 
themfelves  till  their  children  grow  up  ; and  then 
beftow  them  upon  fome  of  the  young  folks,  as 
their  patrimony.  Moft  of  thofe  who  emigrate 
out  of  Connecticut,  leave  it,  only  becaufe  they 
cannot  find  in  it,  a place  for  comfortable  and  ad- 
vantageous fettlement. 

The  inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  are,  almoft 
univerfally,  of  Englifh  defcent,  and  are  a fober, 
active,  induftrious  people.  Their  diftinguifhing 
qualities  are  nearly  the  fame,  as  thofe  of  the 
.other  inha,bitants  of  New  England.  They  are 
laid  to  be  very  litigious.  And  there  are,  indeed, 
few  difputes,  even  qf  the  moft  trivial  nature, 
among  them,  that  can  be  terminated  * elfewhere 
than  before  a court  of  juftice.  No  flate,  per- 
haps no  equal  number  of  people  in  the  univerfe, 
have  fuch  a multitude  of  law-fuits.  There  is, 
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no  where  elfe,  fuch  a mob  of  advocates,  as  here. 
Is  it  the  multiplicity  of  law-fuits  that  has  en- 
gendered the  lawyers  ? Or  do  not  the  lawyers 
rather  give  birth  to  the  excefs  of  law- flats  ? Be 
this  as  it  may  ; thefe  lawyers  have,  at  prefent, 
very  great  influence  among  the  people  of  this 
ftate,  efpecially  in  political  matters.  It  is  even 
faid  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  minifters,  who, 
in  confequence  of  their  mutual  wranglings,  and 
their  fierce  intolerance,  have  loft  much  of  thç 
high  influence  which  they  once  pofTeffed. 

The  people  of  Connecticut  are  rigid  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  difcharge  of  their  religious  duties.  But, 
I have  been  told,  that  fmcere  devotion,  founded 
upon  thorough  conviction,  is  rare  among  them. 
Their  manners  are  ftrongly  republican.  They 
are,  all,  in  eafy  circumftances  ; few  of  them,  opu- 
lent. Such  as  do  poffefs  extraordinary  wealth, 
are  very  anxious  to  conceal  their  fortunes  from 
the  vigilant  and  invidious  jealoufy  of  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

The  prevalent  political  fientiments  are  full  of 
attachment  to  freedom,  and  to  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution.  The  people  are  rough  in  their  man- 
ners ; yet  frank  and  hofpitable  ; though  lefs 
agreeably  fo,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Mafiachu- 
fetts,  who  are,  however,  certainly  not  the  molt 
polifhed  people  in  the  world. 


In 
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In  the  year  1784,  1 had  been  honoured  at 
Paris,  with  the  freedom  of  the  town  of  New- 
! haven.  It  was  conferred  in  a very  refpefitful  let- 
ter from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  town. 
j I knew  not,  to  whom  1 was  obliged  for  this  at- 
tention. I received  it  with  no  particular  notice  ; 
little  thinking,  at  that  time,  that,  in  eight  years, 
Newhaven  would  be  the  only  place  in  the  world, 
in  which  I might  confidently  expeét  to  be  owned 
as  a citizen.  On  my  arrival  in  Newhaven,  I 
j thought  it  my  duty  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
I ments  for  the  honour  I had  received.  But,  it  was 
probable,  that  the  magiftrates  by  whom  it  had 
been  conferred,  muft  have  forgotten  the  little 
tranfafbon,  as  I had  never  written  to  them,  in 
anfwer  to  their  letter.  I went,  however,  to  vifit 
them,  as  a freeman  of  the  town.  One  of  them 
had  been  for  fome  years  in  France,  had,  obtained 
a good  place,  and  had  alfo  been  at  Liancourt. 
There,  while  I fat  at  table  with  a number  of 
guefts,  he  had  exprefifed  a defire  to  fee  the  apart- 
ments. Per  million  was  readily  granted  on  my 
part;  and  he  was  afked  into  the  dining-room, 
which  was  very  large.  But  I had  no  opportunity 
to  fhew  him  any  other  attentions  than  were  paid 
to  all  thofe  whp  came,  almoffc  daily,  to  fee  my 
houfe  and  gardens.  This  worthy  man,  however, 
when  he  faw  me,  in  my  prefent  humble  condi- 
tion. 
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tion,  recollected,  with  lively  gratitude.,  the  civili- 
ties he  had  met  with*  at  my  feat,  which  I,  as 
was  natural,  had  quite  forgotten.  In  confequence 
of  this,  I was  received  by  the  magiftrates  and 
principal  burgeifes  of  the  town,  with  a warm  and 
hearty  welcome,  fetch  as  men  naturally  fhew  to- 
wards a perfon  whom  they  fee  with  an  agree- 
able furprize.  Mr.  Hxllhquse,  member  pf  the 
Congrefs,  with  whom  I had  occafion  to  become 
acquainted  in  Philadelphia,  was  my  conductor  to 
them.  He  is  a worthy,  hofpitable  man,  of  true 
republican  principles  and  manners  ; as,  indeed, 
are  all  the  people  of  Connecticut.  Yet,  I cannot 
help  preferring  thofe  of  Malfachufetts,  who  with 
the  fame  plainnefs,  are,  however,  lefs  precife,  and, 
more  amiable  in  their  manners. 


FAIRFIELD. — NORWALK. — STAMFORD. 


The  State  of  Connecticut  extends  only  five  or 
fix  miles  beyond  Stamford.  This  tract  is  not  in 
fo  good  a flate  of  occupancy  and  cultivation,  a§ 
that  through  which  I had  come.  The  land  ad- 
jacent to  the  fea,  is  in  the  fame  ftate  as  that  which 
lies  fomewhat  farther  back.  From  Penobfcot  to 
New  York,  it  is  full  of  rocks.  Yet,  feme  part  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  leads,  is  ver- 
dant, covered  with  rich  crops,  and  agreeably  in- 
terefting  to  the  view.  A confiderabie  part  of  it 

is 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  347 


is  covered  with  wQods,  confifting  chiefly  of  pines, 
Ipruce-firs,  and  birches.  Thirteen  miles  from 
Newhaven,  you  crofs  the  River  Stratford  in  a very 
good  and  fafe  ferry-boat.  At  the  ferry,  the  river 
is  about  half  a mile  broad.  The  road  is  uneven, 
and  fo  ftony,  as  to  be  not  at  all  pleafant  to  a tra- 
veller. You  crofs  a number  of  fmaller  ftreams,  by 
paffing  along  tolerably  good  bridges.  Thefe  are 
navigable,  only  when  fwollen  by  the  flowing  tide. 
There  are  two  qr  three  fmall  veflels  which  trade 
from  hence  to  New  York  and  the  neighbouring 


It  was  bound  for  the  Weft  Indies;  though  its  ton- 
nage was,  indeed,  very  fmall.  All  thefe  fmall  ports 
or  creeks  belong  to  the  diftriél  of  Fairfield,  the 
fmalleft  of  four  into  which  Connecticut  is  divid- 
ed. Xhe  exports  from  this  diftriél,  amounted, 
in  the  year  1 7Q 1 , to  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  ; in  the  year  1 792,  to  fifty-three 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventeen  dollars  ; in 
1 7Q3,  to  feventy-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
eight  dollars  ; in  1794,  to  feventy-feven  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-fix  dollars  ; in  1705,  to 
eighty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  dol- 
lars. 

Between  Fairfield  and  Stamford  are  frequent 
rocks.  The  inhabitants  are  not  very  numerous. 


Some 
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Some  villages  of  a pretty  thriving  appearance,  are? 
however,  to  be  feen  from  the  high  road.  Nq  cul- 
ture but  that  of  meadows,  no  tillage,  appears.  It 
is  faid  that  the  foil  is,  in  general,  Efficiently  fit 
for  bearing  corn,  but  that  the  nature  of  the  cli- 
mate  fubjects  the  crop  to  a blafting  that  never 
fails  to  fpoil  it  in  its  growth.  Thefe  difadvan- 
tages  affedh  the  whole  territory  lying  along  this 
part  of  the  coaft. 

ENVIRONS  OF  NEW  YORK.^PAULUSHOOK. 

At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Stamford, 
the  traveller  enters  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
quality  of  the  land  is  {till  the  fame.  From  New- 
haven, the  road  {till  leads  along  the  coaft,  in  the 
fame  direction  with  that  which  goes  to  New  Lon- 
don. From  this  place,  the  coaft  of  Long  Ifland, 
is  forty,— from  Newhaven,  it  is  not  more  than 
twenty,  miles,  diftance.  But,  the  two  coafts  ad- 
vance continually  towards  one  another,  as  you  ap- 
proach New  York,  till,  at  laft,  oppofite  to  this  city, 
the  fliores  of  Long  Ifland  are  feen  at  no  more  than 
half  a mile’s  diftançe.  Ships  of  fmall  burthen 
make  their  way  through  the  Sound,  to  New  York. 
The  paffage,  called  Hell  Gate,  is  fo  difficult  to 
large  fhips,  that  it  was  attempted  but  twice  in  the 
time  of  the  American  war. 

A fmall  part  of  the  road  has  been  conftruétcd 
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by  perfons  who  undertook  this  bufmefs  upon  the 
credit  of  a toll  that  is  now  levied.  This  part  was, 
forthefe  two  laft  years,  almoft  impayable*  but  is 
now  excellent.  Thofe  fragments  of  rock  which 
have  been  cleared  out  of  the  road,  are  piled  up 
along  its  fides,  and  ferve  to  prevent  any  deviation 
beyond  the  juft  limits  of  its  breadth.  The  paflage 
to  the  ifland.of  New  York,  is,  by  King’s  Ferry, 
at  the  diftance  of  fourteen  miles  from  that  city. 

This  ifland  is  feparated  from  the  main-land  by 
a narrow  arm  of  the  North  River*  which  falls 
into  the  Sound,  and  extends  in  length,  between 
the  Sound  and  that  noble  river.  It  is,  here*  a 
mile  and  a half  broad  : And  on  its  oppofite  bank, 
arc  the  rugged  rocks  of  Jerfèy.  The  foil  of  the 
ifland  of  New  York*  is  a barren  fand.  Some  not 
very  productive  farms  lie  along  the  road  ; and  the 
ifle  is  covered  with  frequdnt  country -houfes  be- 
longing to  rich  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New 
York.  The  nearer  you  approach  to  the  town,  fo 
much  the  more  handfome  and  numerous  do  you 
fee  thofe  country-houfes  to  become.  By  manure 
and  laborious  culture*  the  fields  have  been  made 
to  yield  tolerable  crops,  and  the  gardens,  w7ith 
great  difficulty,  to  produce  pulfe  and  pot-herbs. 

I knew,  that  the  epidemical  ficknefs  was  fo  far 
mitigated  in  New  York,  that  the  communication 
was  again  open  between  this  city  and  Philadel- 
phia. 
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phia.  But,  I went  to  Eli zabeth- town,  to  viiit 
Mr.  Ricketts  ; not  knowing  how  extremely  fear- 
ful both  he  and  his  wife  were,  left  the  infection  ; 
ihould,  by  any  means,  be  communicated  to  their 
children.  I,  there,  determined  not  to  halt  in 
New  York,  as  my  acquaintance  would,  moft 
bably,  have  left  the  town. 

MlNERALOGICAL  observations. 

Granite  is  the  fpecies  of  rock  moft  prevalent  j 
along  the  coafts  of  Maffachufetts,  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  and  Maine.  The  appearance  of  its  frag- 
ments on  the  furface,  is  fufficient  to  enable  any 
one  to  judge  of  the  quality  of  the  foil,  even  with- 
out examining  into  it,  more  particularly.  Granite 
is  not,  however,  the  only  fort  of  rock,  here,  to  be 
difcovered.  There  is  a great  abundance  of  lime- 
ftone  at  Thomaftow^,  Belfaft,  Ducktrap,  and 
Waldoborough.  A fand-ftone  is  there  found  in 
yet  greater  plenty.  There  is  fome  date,  of  which 
a part  is  exceflively  hard  ; though  it  be  more  com- 
monly black  and  fcaly,  efpecially  at  the  corner  of 
Beatrix-hill. 

The  lime-ftone  in  General  Knox’s  quarries  at 

and  mixed  j 

with  a glittering  fand-ftone.  Some  beautiful  pieces  i , 
of  talc  are  occanonally  found  among  its  layers.  It 
is.  eafy  to  be  burnt,  and  affords  very  good  quick- 
lime- 


Thomaftown  is  entirely  cryftallized, 
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lime.  Farther  towards  the  back-country  of  Maine, 
I found  the  rocks  to  be  the  fame  as  on  the  coaft. 
Such  at  lcaft  did  they  appear,  wherever' the  ground 
was  opened  to  any  depth.  On  the  furface,  there 
! was  a pure  gravel,  or,  more  commonly,  a clay,  a 
ftiff  loam,  or  a rich  vegetable  earth.  The  cataradt 
of  Androfcoaggin,  near  the  mouth  of  Kennebeck 
River,  exhibits  ftrata  of  a hard  fchiftus.  In  Port- 
land  there  is  an  intermixture  of  granite  with 
fand-ftone  and  other  glittering  ftones.  From  the 
heights  near  Portland,  are  feen  various  white 
rocks,  the  higheft  in  New  England.  They  are 
fituate  in  New  Hampfhire.  They  lie,  in  an  aiTem- 
blage  together,  behind  the  three  foremoft  ranges 
which  ftretch  from  north-eaft  to  fouth-weft. 
They  divide  Merrimack  from  Connedficut.  They 
are  feen  from  a great  diftance  eaftward.  They 
are  more  than  feventy  miles  diftant  from  Portf- 
mouth.  They  are  faid  to  confift  of  granite  ; but 
I did  not  fee  them  near  enough  to  be  able  to  de* 
termine.  Of  this  fort  are  the  mountains  of  New 
Hampfhire  in  general.  On  the  way  from  Salem, 
are  large  rocks  of  a yellowifh  red  colour,  which 
have,  at  firft  fight,  the  appearance  of  jafper,  but 
are,  in  fadt,  only  a very  hard  ochre.  In  the  vici- 
nity of  Bofton,  on  the  fea-fhore,  and  in  the  fields 
behind  the  town,  are  a great  variety  of  ferpentines, 
feldfpars,  and  different  other  ftones,  fome  of  which 

are 
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are  exceedingly  beautiful.  Beyond  Milton,  a vil- 
lage at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  Bofton,  is 
a tradl  of  ground  covered  over  with  pudding- 

ftones  ; and  the  brooks  exhibit,  on  their  beds 

^ I 

water- w'orn  fragments  of  granite,  fchoerl,  and 

fand-ftone.  Strata  of  granite  and  fand-ftbne  are 
equally  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ply- 
mouth* in  Rhode  Ifland,  and  in  the  environs  of 
Providence.  In  digging  for  wells  near  this  laft 
town,  there  have  been  found  an  afbeftine  earth, 
and  an  impure  lead-ore.  Such  is  the  general  cha-  | 
radier  of  the  ftrata  along  the  coafts  of  Connedli-  ! 
cut,  and  as  far  as  to  New  York.  The  obferva- 
lions  I made  on  the  terraces  of  fome  places  con- 
tiguous to  Mohawk’s  River,  and  near  German. 
Flats,  are  ftill  more  applicable  to  that  adjacent  to 
Connedlicut  River.  Sometimes  only  one,  but 
more  commonly  both  banks  of  the  river  confift  of 
flat  ground,  which  is,  ever,  more  or  lefs,  under 
water,  and  of  which  the  foil  is  a clay.  At  fome 
diftance  backward,  this  level  ground  is  bounded 
by  a perpendicular  elevation  of  the  furface,  to  the  ; 
height  of  from  twenty-five  to  forty  feet.  Above 
this,  is  another  level  plain,  the  foil  of  which,  is 
naturally  dry.  This  plain  is  bounded  by  another 
abrupt  elevation  of  the  furface,  which  has  the 
appearance  of  having  been  executed  by  art  in  fome 
period  of  very  remote  antiquity.  Beyond  it,  is 

another  |J 
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another  fimilar  work,  apparently  ftill  more  an- 
cient. There  are,  in  fome  places,  four  alternations 
; of  thefe  plains  and  perpendicular  rifes,  one  behind 
another,  which  afcend  with  the  regularity  of  ter- 
races in  a garden,  to  the  furnmits  of  the  hills. 

I Where  the  hills  defeend  to  the  very  brink  of  the 
river,  thefe  terraced  plains  are  to  be  feen,  only 
; one  lide.  'More  commonly,  however,  they  ap~ 

Î pear  on  both  fides  : And,  in  this  cafe,  the  corref- 
! ponding  terraces,  on  the  oppofite  fides,  are  of  the 
fame  level.  Contemplating  thefe  wonderful  ap- 
pearances, one  is  naturally  led  to  conjecture,  that 
thefe  heights  were  once  the  immediate  banks  of 
! the  river,  which  in  defeending  to  its  prefent  chan- 
nel gradually  formed  the  fucceffive  flats  and  per- 
! pendicular  elevations  that  we  now  fee.  This  con- 
jecture is  farther  confirmed  by  the  faCt,  that  thefe 
! heights  are  compofed  of  a very  white  argillaceous 
fchiftus,  which  crumbles  into  a powder,  in  the 
air,  fuch  as  proves  to  be  a fat  earth,  is  excellent 
for  vegetation,  and  is  of  the  fame  fort,  as  the  foil 
of  thefe  interjacent  flats.  In  opening  the  foil  of 
thefe  flats,  people  often  find  branches  of  trees,  in 
a more  or  lefls  perfect  ftate  of  prefer- vation.  Thefe, 
in  the  moift  ftate  in  which  they,  are  found,  may 
be  moulded  with  the  fingers,  like  clay  ; but,  when 
dry,  they  refume  the  compaCt,  fibrous  texture  of 
wood.  I have  not  heard  that  whole  trees  have 
Vol.  II.  A a been 
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been  found  in  this  fituation  : but,  it  is  probable* 
that,  in  digging  deeper,  fuch  might  be  met  with. 

I have  found,  here,  no  remains  of  marine  ani- 
mals. The  ftones  in  the  river  exhibit  no  petri- 
factions of  animals,  at  leaft,  none  that  I could  fee. 
In  the  interior  country  are  found  dates  of  various 
forms,  colours,  and  qualities. 

TREES. 

The  different  trees  in  the  province  of  Maine 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  in  the  province  of 
Canada.  Some,  fuch  as  the  thuya  occidentalis, 
are  not  found  farther  fouthward.  The  filver  fir 
grows  in  great  plenty  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
North  Yarmouth.  The  red  oak,  the  white  oak, 
and  another  fort  of  oak  that  grows  not  above  the 
height  of  fifteen  feet,  with  no  confiderable  thick- 
nefs,  and  is  ufed  only  for  fewel,  are  to  be  found 
there.  The  black  fir,  the  Weymouth  pine,  the 
red  cedar,  the  common  fir,  the  red  maple,  the 
Pennfylvanian  afh,  the  black  birch,  and  the  dwarf 
birch  are,  there,  common.  Thefe  trees  are,  alfo, 
found  in  Maffachufetts,  New  Hampfhire,  and 
Connecticut.  The  faffafras  is  very  common  in 
the  laft  mentioned  ftate  ; but,  rare  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine.  The  balm-poplar  I have  not 
feen  northward  of  New  Hampfhire. 


FOWLS. 
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FOWLS. 

Here  is  a wonderful  diverfity  of  fmall  fowls, 
particularly  in  regard  to  colour.  I was  in  Maine, 
juft  about  the  time  when  the  wood-pigeons  go 
fouthward.  They  are  engaged  for  the  fpace  of  a 
week  in  taking  their  departure.  An  innumer- 
able multitude  of  thefe  fowls,  is  then  feem  to 
darken  the  air,  to  hang  upon  the  trees,  and  to 
light  on  the  fields.  In  fpring  and  harveft,  they 
are  killed  in  thoufands,  throughout  all  the  United 
States. 

SQUIRRELS. 

Squirrels  abound  throughout  all  America  ; but, 
in  New  England,  ftill  more  than  any  where  elfe. 
They  are  of  different  forts,  and  various  colons 
The  fmall  grey  fquirrel  is  diftinguifhed  from  the 
flying  fquirrel.  Some  of  the  Americans  eat  their 
flefh. 

ELI  ZABETH-TO  WK. 

As  I could  Ipend  but  little  time  here,  and  was 
unlucky  in  coming  unfeafonably  to  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ricketts,  my  information  relative 
to  this  town,  is,  therefore,  but  inconfiderable. 
The  territory  of  this  townlhip  was  purchafed  from 
the  Indians  in  the  year  10Ô4,  and  was  firft  occu- 
pied by  emigrants  from  Long  Ifland.  At  prêtent, 
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the  town  confifts  of  about  two  hundred  well-built 
houfes,  two  handfome  churches, — of  which  one 
belongs  to  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion,  the  other  to 
the  Prefbyterians,  a decent  council-houfe,  and  an 
academy.  At  the  diftance  of  a mile  weft  ward 
from  the  town,  is  the  courfe  of  Pafiaik  River, 
which  paffes  to  the  north  of  Staten  Ifland,  and 
falls  into  the  bay  of  New  York.  This  conveni- 
ence of  fituation  for  water-carriage,  renders  Eli- 
zabeth-town  a confiderable  mart  for  thofe  pro- 
duits of  the  back  lands  of  New  Jerfey,  which  are 
imported  into  New  York.  At  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Ricketts,  I met  with  Mrs.  Kean,  whom  I had 
been  often  in  company  with,  at  Philadelphia,  fn 
the  preceding  winter,  and  from  whom  I had  ex- 
perienced great  hofpitality.  She  now  wore  a 
mourning- drefs,  having  loft  her  hufband,  who 
died,  foon  after  my  departure  from  Philadelphia, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  moft  refpeclable  men  in 
all  America.  Mr.  Ricketts,  a gentleman  of  Eng- 
lifii  defcent  ; long  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the 
Englrih  army  ; is  frank  and  open  in  his  manners  ; 
and  bears  the  character  of  being  a true  Engli/k 
country -gentleman.  Pie  poffeftes,  likewife,  a rich 
plantation  in  Jamaica,  from  which  he  brings  all 
his  negroes  ; the  laws  of  Jerfey  ftill  permitting 
flavery.  In  the  northern  American  States,  fuch 
fervitude  is  far  from  being  fo  fevere  as  in  the 

iflands. 
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iflands.  But,  manners,  not  laws,  produce  the 
only  difference.  There  is  no  law  to  hinder  an 
inhabitant  of  Jerfey  from  beating,  and  otherwife 
cruelly  ufmg,  his  negro-flave.  Should  he  mutilate 
his  Have  of  a limb,  or  beat  an  eye  out  of  his  head  ; 
the  courts  ofjuftice  may  condemn  the  mailer  to 
a temporary  imprifonment,  but  have  no  power 
either  to  fet  the  injured  flave  at  liberty,  or  to 
order  him  to  be  fold  to  a different  mailer.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  probable,  that  even  a tyrannical 
mailer  can  be  checked  by  fuch  carelefs  régula- 
dons.  Such  a fituation  of  things  mull  be  block- 
ing in  any  country,  but  above  all,  in  a free  repub- 
lican Hate.  But,  the  negroes  of  Mr.  Ricketts, 
are,  in  ail  refpeéts,  as  well  treated,  as  any  labourers 
who  are  freemen,  can  poffibly  be.  The  liberty 
here  allowed  of  keeping  negro-llaves,  and  the  ge- 
neral opinions  of  the  country  in  favour  of  llavery, 
have  brought'  into  New  Jerfev,  a number  of 
French  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo,  who  have 
fet  many  of  their  negroes  at  liberty.  Thefe  fami- 
lies have  left  moll  of  their  property  under  the 
protection  of  the  Englifh  ; a conduct  of  which 
they  do  not  much  boalt.  Some  of  them  are  eager 
to  diltinguilh  themfelves  by  their  principles  and 
behaviour,  more  than  the  reft  : But,  even  thofe 
are  not  altogether  free  from  the  prejudices  of  the 
planter. 
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During  my  fhort  ftay  at  New  York,  I could 
not  without  great  anxiety,  fix  my  mind  on  the 
objects  before  me  ; for  I was  in  earned:  expecta- 
tion of  letters  from  Europe,  which  greatly  agi- 
tated both  my  hopes  and  fears.  In  this  ftate  of 
mind,  I could  have  made  but  little  progrefs  in 
any  enquiries  into  the  circumftances  of  a town  of 
fo  great  importance,  that  a much  longer  time 
Would  have  been  requifite  to  enable  one  to  know 
much  about  it.  I have  fince  had  occafion  to- 
make  a longer  vifit  to  this  place  : And  I fhall, 
therefore,  delay  making  any  remarks  concerning 
it,  till  I come  to  fpeak  of  that  journey.  I have 
fieen  the  leader  of  that  which  is  called  the  Fede- 
ralift  Party.  According  to  what  I have  heard  of 
Mr.  Jay  from  his  friends,  he  himfelf  would  make  | 
as  bad  a Prefident,  as  his  treaty  makes  a fyftem, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  intercourfe  between 
America  and  Britain.  It  is  affirmed,  that  he  lift- 
ened  to  every  piece  of  new  information,  and  in  the 
unfolding  of  his  reafons  and  defigns,  availed  him- 
felf of  every  political  incident.  How  far  he  may  ; 
follow  out  this  odious  fyftem  of  conduCi,  I know 
not  ; that  it  is,  in  truth,  his  fyftem,  I have  no 
doubt. 

What  I have  heard  from  Mr.  HamiltoB*himfelf 
confirms  me  in  my  previous  opinion,  that  he  could 
not  but  wilh  for  a better  treaty.  He  is  one  of  the 
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abîelt  men  I have  hitherto  known  in  America, 
He  poflefles  a comprehenfive  mind,  the  energy  of 
genius,  clearnefs  of  ideas,  a flowing  eloquence, 
knowledge  of  all  forts,  lively  fenfibility,  a good 
character,  and  very  amiable  manners.  This  praifè 
rather  falls  fhort  of  his  defert,  than  exceeds  it. 

Mr.  King,  a Senator  of  the  United  States,  and 
a leader  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs,  is  alfo 
a man  highly  diftinguiflied  for  his  talents,  and 
for  the  worth  and  amiablenefs  of  his  character. 
Party-fpirit  infeâs  the  moll  refpeélable,  as  well 
as  the  meaneft  of  men.  All  that  I have  remarked 
in  New  York,  and  whatever  I have  learned  in 
other  places,  during  the  lall  three  months,  leads 
me  to  fear,  that  America  cannot  long  continue 
to  enjoy  its  prefent  internal  tranquillity  ; a tran- 
quillity eflentially  neceflary  to  confirm  and  ex- 
tend that  high  profperity  which  many  other  cir~ 
cumflances  feem,  at  prefent,  to  confpire  to  be- 
llow upon  thefe  United  States. 

While  I wras  at  New  York,  I made  an  excur- 
fion  to  the  beautiful  country-feat  of  Colonel 
Burr.  The  Colonel,  in  regard  to  politics,  be- 
longs to  the  Oppofition.  He  is  one  of  the  moll 
amiable  men  I ever  law. 

The  yellow-fever  has  raged  for  thefe  lall  three 
months  in  New  York,  and  has  cut  off  a great 
many  lives,  yet  has  been,  in  the  whole,  lefs  fatal, 
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here,  at  this  time,  than  it  was,  laft  year,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, It  has  confined  its  ravages  to  that  part 
of  the  town,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  harbour. 
Its  rage  begins  to  be,  for  the  prefent  fomewhat 
afluaged.  But,  medicine  does  not  appear  to  have, 
as  yet,  found  out  any  very  fuccefsful  mode  of 
treating  this  diftemper. 

Between  Elizabethtown  and  New  York,  lies 
the  town  or  village  of  Newark.  It  is  one  of  the 
fineft  villages  in  America.  It  confifts  of  one  very 
long  and  very  broad  ftreet,  the  fides  of  which  are 
planted  thick  with  rows  of  trees,  and  which  is 
compofed  of  truly  handfome  houfes.  Thefe  are 
all  of  brick  or  wood,  and  every  one  of  them  has, 
behind  it,  a neat  garden.  Newark  is  the  ufual 
ftage  for  the  mail-coaches  and  for  travellers  paffmg 
between  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  There  are, 
of  confequence,  a number  of  good  inns  in  this 
place.  This  part  of  the  country  is  particularly 
famous  for  its  cyder  ; which  is  greatly  fuperior  to. 
that  produced  in  other  parts  of  Jerfey  ; though 
even  the  reft  of  the  Jerfey  cyder  be  preferable  to 
whatever  is  produced  any  where  elfe  in  America, 

- — even  to  the  cyder  of  Virginia,  which  is  reck- 
oned exceedingly  good.  A fhoemaker  who  ma- 
nufactures fhoes  for  exportation,  employs,  here, 
between  three  hundred  -and  four  hundred  work- 
men,—aim  oft  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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town.  The  number  of  thefe,  has  been  greatly 
augmented  by  the  influx  of  families  which  the 
]ate  maflacres  have  driven  from  St.  Domingo  and 
the  other  French  iflands.  Newark  lies  on  the 
river  Paflaik.  Coming  from  New  York,  we  are 
obliged  to  pafs  through  a trad  of  exceedingly 
fwampy  ground.  A road  was,  about  a year  fince, 
conftruded,  for  the  firft  time,  through  this  morals» 
It  conflits  of  trees  having  their  branches  cut  away, 
difpofed  longitudinally,  one  befide  another,  and 
ilightly  covered  with  earth  : this  road  is,  of  courfe. 
Hill  very  difagreeable  to  the  traveller,  and  very 
difficult  for  carriage's.  Though  on  horfcback,  I 
was  little  annoyed  by  this  inconvenience  : I was 
more  difagreeably  fenfible  of  its  dll  advantageous 
narrownefs,  which  is  fuch,  that  two  carriages  can- 
not pafs  one  another  upon  it,  and  that,  even  two 
perfons  meeting  on  horfeback,  cannot  eafily  avoid 
juftling  one  another.  This  ill-conftruded,  and 
far  too  narrow  caufeway,  has  coft  a great  ex- 
pence, It  is  three  miles  long,  and  has,  at  each 
end,  a broad  wooden  bridge  of  ftrong  and  hand- 
fome  conftrudion.  The  toll  cxaded  at  the  bridges 
is  intended  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  road. 

The  way  between  Newark  and  Elizabethtown, 
leads  through  an  agreeable  country,  adorned  with 
good  houfes,  and  farms  having  a pleafing  afpedt  of 
cultivation.  The  fields  are  planted  with  fruit- 
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trees,  particularly  with  peach-trees,  which  are  very 
common  in  Jerfey.  I fell  in  with  a fox-chafe  in 
rrçy  fhort  journey  on  this  road.  It  is  a common 
diverfion  with  the  gentlemen  of  Jerfey,  at  leaft  in 
thefe  parts  ; and  here,  as  in  England,  every  one 
joins  the  chace,  who,  either  has  a horfe  of  his  own, 
or  can  borrow  one.  I fhould  almoft  have  thought, 
at  the  firft  fight,  that  I was  in  Suffolk  : but,  both 
dogs  and  horfes  were  of  a much  more  indifferent 
appearance,  than  thofe  I fhould,  there,  have  feen. 

WOODBRIDGE. 

! 

From  Elizabethtown  to  Woodbridge,  atraél  of 
ten  miles,  the  land  is,  in  general,  in  a good  ftate 
of  cultivation,  but  is  more  commonly  laid  out  in 
meadows,  and  planted  with  maize,  than  dreffed 
for  wheat.  The  foil  is  light  and  fandy.  When 
moderately  manured,  it  yields  wheat.  I faw  fome 
fields  green  with  wheat  of  a very  good  and  pro- 
mifing  appearance.  The  ravages  of  the  Heffian- 
fly  greatly  difcourage  all  the  farmers  in  Jerfey 
from  the  culture  of  wheat.  Nothing  lefs  than 
the  prefent  high  price  could  overcome  the  diflike 
which,  here,  exifts  towards  it,  as  an  article  of 
crop. 

Woodbridge  is  a long  village,  many  of  the 
houfes  of  which,  lie  at  good  diftances  from  one 
another.  It  is  interfered  by  a fmall  ftream, 

which 
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which  foon  after  joins  a greater  one,  called  Ar- 
thurkill,  that  falls  into  the  contiguous  bay  of 
Amboy.  The  road,  as  you  approach  Woodbridge, 
leads,  thrice,  acrofs  the  river  Barray,  on  which  lies 
the  fmall  village  of  Bridge- town.  This  is  one  of 
the  mod  pleafing  little  places  on  the  whole  way, 
on  account  of  the  varioufly  cultivated  fields  lying 
around  it,  its  fmall  but  very  neat  houfes,  and  its 
many  fine  orchards. 

BRUNSWICK. 

Between  Woodbridge  and  Brunfwick,  the  land 
is  not  fertile.  The  meadows  are  trails  of  rough, 
ground.  Many  uncultivated  fields  are  to  be  feen, 
which  yield  no  other  produce  than  a coarfe  grafs. 
But,  even  from  the  heights  over  which  the  road, 
at  times,  runs,  the  traveller  has  agreeable  prof- 
pecfts  of  the  river  Rariton  as  far  as  to  Amboy,  of 
Amboy  itfelf,  and  of  Staten  Ifiand,  with  the  ad- 
jacent expanfe  of  wTaters.  It  is  a rich  and  noble 
profpeâ,  but  one  of  which  the  eye  foon  tires. 
You  approach  the  firft  houfes  in  Brunfwick  by 
palling  along  a handfome  wooden  bridge  that 
leads  acrofs  the  river  Rariton.  It  is  new,  and 
juft  about  to  be  finifhed  ; for  a flood,  laft  year, 
carried  away  a former  bridge  of  too  flight  con- 
ftruétion,  that  had  been  eredled,  the  year  before. 
Brunfwick  iè  the  the  principal  town  of  the  county 
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of  Middlefex,  which  contains  about  feventeen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  two  thoufand  are 
Haves.  This  town  contains,  at  prefent,  about  two 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants  ; and  its  popu- 
lation is  annually  encreafmg.  The  furrounding 
territory  and  the  river  lie  exceedingly  low.  This 
fmall  town  is  the  mart  for  the  produce  of  all  the 
adjacent  country,  and  for  that  of  the  back-lands — » 
to  the  great  hills,  a trad:  of  twenty  miles  in  ex- 
tent. By  the  river  Rariton,  it  has  a direét  in- 
tercourfe  by  water, ^ and  a confiderably  brifk  traf- 
fic, with  the  town  of  New  York. 

PRINCETOWN. 

As  you  approach  from  Brunfwick,  the  adjoin- 
ing territory  is,  for  two  or  three  miles,  pretty 
agreeable.  It,  then,  becomes  rough,  and  of  a very 
indifferent,  reddifh  foil.  The  land  is  covered,  and 
even  the  toad  obftrudled,  with  large  maffes  of 
fchiftus.  The  way  paffes  on,  from  hill  to  hill  ; 
and  yet,  no  interefting  profpedt  appears,  to  com- 
penfate  the  toil  of  fuch  a journey.  Two  or  three 
fmall  ftreams  are  to  be  croffed,  which  have  mills 
upon  them.  Three  miles  from  Princetown,  the 
land  becomes  more  level,  exhibits  a better  fhow 
of  cultivation,  and  is,  in  general,  more  agreeable 
to  the  eye.  The  houfes  belonging  to  Princetown 
are,  for  the  fpace  of  a mile,  cluftered  together,  in 

what 
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what  is  called  a town*  which  may  confift  of  from 
fcvcnty  to  eighty  houfes*  in  all.  Aim  oft  all  of 
thefe  are  furrounded  with  beautiful  Ihrubbery. 

Princetown  is  famous  throughout  America*  as 
| the  feat  of  an  excellent  college.  Here  are  from 
j one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ftudents,  from  all  different  parts  of  the  United 
| States. 

MAIDENHEAD. 

Eight  miles  from  Princetown,  lies  Maiden- 
head, where  I am,  at  prefent,  writing,  on  this 
Tuefday,  the  8 th  of  November.  I chofe  this  petty 
inn,  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  ftage-coaches, 
the  pafiengers  in  which,  naturally  engrofs  all  the 
accommodation,  at  the  inns  at  which  they  mu- 
ally  ftop,  in  preference  to  any  folitary  rider.  I 
defired  to  obtain  fome  reft.  In  regard  to  the  in- 
convenience from  the  ftage-coaches,  at  any  other 
inn,  I was  very  indifferent:  but  as  to  my  reft*  I 
was  not  indifferent;  and  in  this  fmall  place  I 
hoped  to  enjoy  it.  But  the  only  bed-chamber 
in  the  houfe  happened,  when  I alighted,  to  be 
occupied  by  a club  of  the  labourers  and  other  in- 
habitants of  the  neighbourhood,  affembled  from 
the  diftançe  of  two  miles  round.  Thefe  were 
joined  by  people  drawn  together  on  account  of  a 
horfc-race,  which  was  to  be  run  at  the  diftance  of 
three  miles  from  Maidenhead.  Thefe  people  had, 
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foon  a glafs  of  grog  in  their  head%  and  began  to 
make  a confiderable  buftle  in  the  inn»  I was  ne- 
ceffariiy  obliged  to  retire  with  my  table,  into  a 
ftnall  corner  by  the  fire,  to  anfwer  the  queftions 
which  they  put  to  me,  and  to  give  them  the  ufe  j 
t>f  my  pen,  to  fcrawl  out  their  accounts.  They 
were  the  beft  folks  in  the  world  ; only,  in  refpeét 
to  their  writing,  a little  more  of  fcholars  than  jj 
was  quite  agreeable  to  me.  I muft,  however,  do 
them  the  juftice,  to  own,  that  they  did  not  hinder  j 
me  from  fmoking  my  fegar, 

ARRIVAL  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 


From  Maidenhead  to  Trenton,  the  land  is  mo- 
derately good.  At  many  places  through  which 
the  way  runs,  it  is  ftill  uncleared.  Trenton  is  the 
principal  town  of  the  State  of  New  Jerfey.  It 
contains  about  three  hundred  houfes,  raoft  of 
which  are  of  wood.  Thofe  of  the  high-ftreet  are 
fomewhat  better  in  ftrudiure  than  the  reft  ; yet 
ftill  but  very  moderate  in  their  appearance. 
Trenton  pofleftes  all  the  ufual  public  buildings 
of  the  capital  of  a ftate.  About  a quarter  of  a 
mile  beyond  this  town,  is  the  paffage  over  the 
Delaware  by  a ferry,  which,  though  ten  ftage- 
coaches  daily  pafs  in  it,  is  fuch,  that  it  would  be 
reckoned  a very  bad  ferry  in  Europe.  The  river 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  broad.  Here 
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begin  thofe  rapid  defcents  in  this  river,  which  in- 
terrupt its  afcending  navigation  for  all  but  flat- 
bottomed  veffels  of  eight  or  ten  tons  burthen. 
On  the  farther  fide  of  the  river,  the  retrofpeCt  to 
Trenton  is,  in  a confiderable  degree,  pleafing* 
The  ground  between  that  town  and  the  Dela- 
ware is  fmooth,  floping,  decorated  with  the  flow- 
ers and  verdure  of  a fine  meadow.  In  the  envi- 
rons of  the  town,  too,  are  a number  of  hand- 
fome  villas  wrhich  greatly  enrich  the  landfcape, 
Trenton  is  the  head  town  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
dleton, which  contains  about  fix  thoufand  inha- 
bitants, and,  among  thefe,  between  four  and  five 
hundred  Haves.  This  county  extends  back  to- 
wards the  hills,  and  there  is  much  of  it  as  yet  un- 
cleared and  unoccupied.  Soon  after  eroding  the 
river,  the  traveller  comes  to  Morrifville.  Robert 
Morris,  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  on  which  this 
towTn  is  placed,  has  here  a fine  country  feat.  He 
has  eftablifhed  here  a number  of  forges  : there  is 
much  iron  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  other  ad- 
vantages for  the  manufacture  concur  : yet  the 
eftablifhment  has  not  hitherto  proved  fuccefsful. 
The  extent  of  his  fpeculations  fomewhat  difor- 
dered  his  affairs.  Withdrawing,  in  confequence 
of  this,  from  a part  of  that  immenfe  multiplicity 
of  bufinefs  in  which  he  was  formerly  engaged  ; 
he  will  now  be  able  to  attend  to  the  collecting 
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©f  the  taxes  with  an  increafed  vigilance,  which 
can  hardly  fail  to  make  them  productive  : for  no 
man  can  bring  more  of  intelligence,  activity,  and 
zeal,  than  Robert  Morris,  to  the  care  of  all  that 
regards  the  public  good,  as  he  fufficiently  evinced 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution. 

Having  croffed  the  Delaware,  the  traveller  is 
within  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  at  the  diftance  of  four  and  thirty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  road  leading 
along  the  river,  fometimes  clofe  to  its  banks, 
fometimes  receding  more  or  lefs  from  it,  paifes 
through  the  beautiful  villages  of  Brifiol  and 
Frankfort.  The  land  does  not  feem  to  be  very 
good  ; yet,  is  not  worfe  than  fome  other  lands 
that  are  under  culture,  in  Pennfylvania.  The 
road  is  broad,  and  in  a good  Rate  of  repair.  No 
one  of  the  other  Rates  pays  fo  much  attention 
as  Pennfylvania,  to  its  roads  and  bridges.  A num- 
ber of  good  houfes  are  feen  from  the  highway. 
The  nearer  you  approach  to  Philadelphia  ; fo 
much  the  more  remarkably  does  every  thing 
affume  the  appearance  natural  to  the  vicinity  of 
a great  town. 

v Faffing  Kenfmgton,  you  enter  that  capital  of 
Pennfylvania,  and,  in  truth,  of  ah  America, 
where  almoR  all  their  great  trading  fnips,  are 
built, 
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My  arrivai  in  Philadelphia,  nay,  in  truth,  even 
the  fight  of  its  fteeple,  excited  in  my  mind,  fome 
what  of  that  delight  which  one  feels,  upon  re- 
turning, after  long  abfence,  to  one’s  own  home. 
It  was  here  I firft  landed  from  Europe  ; here 
have  I lived  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  I 
have  been  in  America;  here  are  my  mo  ft  inti- 
mate acquaintance*  who,  though  but  new,  are  the 
oldeft  I have  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Among 
them  are  the  refpeftable  family  of  Chew,  by 
which  I have  been  ever  received  with  all  the 
kindnefs  due  to  a brother. 

I thus  terminated  a journey  of  feven  months 
continuance,  on  which  I cannot  refleft  without 
feeling  pleafure  ; and  in  the  courfe  of  which  I 
found  few  things  but  fuch  as  I have  had  occafion 
to  mark  with  approbation  ; though  the  fatigues 
which  I now  feel,  makes  it  neceflary  for  me  to 
take  fome  time  for  refrelhment  and  repofe. 
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INTO 


THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 


LTHOUGH  exceedingly  délirons  to  accom  * 


plifh  my  journey  into  the  Southern  States* 
before  the  coming  on  of  the  exceffive  heats  ; I 
was,  however,  obliged  to  delay  my  departure  from 
Philadelphia,  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  March* 
As  the  diredt  intercourfe  of  trade  between  Charlef- 
ton  and  Philadelphia,  is  interrupted,  during  the 
winter  ; I could  not  fooner  obtain  a paflage  to-' 
Charleftoil.  Gn  Thurfday,  the  24th  of  March, 
I took  fhipping  for  Carolina  on  board  a velfel  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  that  fails 
conftantly,  between  Philadelphia  and  Charleflon. 
It  is  intended  to  ferve  partly  as  a packet-boat  ; 
and  the  cabin  is  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  a 
dozen  paffengers.  But,  my  fellow  palfengers  and 
I were  twenty-five  in  number,  not  to  fpeak  of 
four  negroes  who  were  likewife  on  board  ; and 
we  were  crowded  together,  in  the  mofl  difagree- 
able  manner  imaginable*  The  owner  of  the  veffel 
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was  to  receive  twêntyffive  times  twenty-five 
piaftres  for  our  paffage  ; the  captain  was  to  re- 
ceive twenty-five  times  twenty  piaftres  for  our 
board  during  the  courfe  of  it.  It  was*  therefore, 
reafonable  for  us  to  expe<?c,  that  we  were  not  to 
be  packed  together,  like  fo  many  bales  of  goods 
and  that  they  would  certainly  not  receive  into 
the  veflel,  ten  more  than  the  ftipulated  number 
of  pafiengers.  Though  we  had,  for  two  days, 
i nothing  but  calms  and  contrary  winds;  the  whole 
paffage  was,  however,  only  of  fix  days  duration. 
Nothing  of  confequence  occurred  to  our  obfer- 
vation,  in  the  courfe  of  it.  We  met  with  not 
more  than  four  fhips,  as  we  failed  on. 

One  of  my  fellow  pafiengers  was  Mr.  Bll- 
worth,  of  Connecticut,  recently  appointed  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  United  States.  All  the  Americans 
who  were  with  us,  and  they  were  almoft  all  young 
people,  fhewed  him  no  more  regard  than  if  he 
had  been  one  of  the  negroes  ; though  he  be,  next 
after  the  Prefident,  the  firft  perfon  in  the  United 
States,  or  perhaps,  indeed,  the  very  firft.  Difre- 
fpe<ft  to  their  feniors  and  to  perfons  in  public 
office,  feems  to  be  ftrongly  aftefted  among  the 
Americans  ; fuch  at  leaft  is  the  humour  of  the 
ude  and  ill-bred  among  them.  This,  furely, 

: roceeds  from  miftaken  notions  of  liberty  : for, 
if  ever  the  public  office-bearers  have  a right  to  ge- 
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neral  refpeCt  ; it  muft  be,  above  all,  in  thofe  free 
governments,  in  which  they  hold  their  authorities 
in  confequence  of  the  eleétion  of  the  people.  It 
is  even  aftonilhing,  to  fee,  how  difrefpeCtfully  the 
people  carry  themfelves,  in  regard  to  the  courts  of 
juftice.  They  appear  at  the  bar,  with  their  hats 
on  their  heads,  talk,  make  a noife,  fmoke  their 
pipes,  and  cry  out  againft  the  fentcnces  pro- 
nounced. This  laid  piece  of  conduct  is  univerfal  ; 
and  there  are,  perhaps,  fome  petty  inftances  of  in- 
juftice  in  the  courts,  which  make  it  to  be  not 
without  its  ufe.  However,  this  deficiency  in  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  ftate  officers  who  difeharge  the  public 
functions,  and  adminifter  juftice — one  of  the 
greateft  bleffings  of  focial  life, — -is  actually  fedi- 
tious,  and  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  idea 
of  a people  living  under  a liable  government. 

We  had  five  or  fix  Frenchmen  from  St.  Do- 
mingo, on  board,  T wTo  of  them  could  not  divert 
their  minds  from  melancholy  reflection  upon  the 
lofs  of  their  property.  They  were,  however, 
gentle,  courteous,  and  agreeable  companions.  I 
palled  moll  of  my  time,  in  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain fome  previous  knowledge  of  the  country 
which  1 was  about  to  traverfe.  In  this,  I was 
agreeably  aided  by  the  converfation  of  Mr.  Prin- 
gle, Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina.  He 
was  returning  from  appearing  as  defender  for 
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French  privateer,  in  a caufe  before  the  fupreme 
court  in  Philadelphia.  We  fmoked  our  tobacco 
very  often  together,  on  the  deck,  in  the  cabin, 
and  in  the  fmall  after-cabin.  I was  aftonilhed 

I at  the  careleflnefs  of  the  perfons  fmoking  their 
fiegars.  But,  mv  aflonifhment  became  infinitely 
greater,  when,  on  the  day  after  our  arrival,  I 
wiflied  to  take  my  baggage  from  on  board,  and 
faw  two  hundred  tons  of  gunpowder  brought  out 
of  the  fhip,  in  fuch  a manner,  that  there  was 
fome  of  it  fcattered  about  in  the  Ihip.  That 
gunpowder  had  been  fuffered  to  lie  under  our 
table  over  which  we  fmoked  our  fegars,  and  while 
the  paflage  into  the  apartment  below,  was  ufually 
left  open. 

At  the  mouth  of  Charlefton  River,  is  a fand- 
bank,  extending  from  one  Ihore  to  the  other.  It 
is  compofed  of  pretty  hard  fand,  on  which  a lhip 
may  eafily  ftrike,  but  has  four  openings,  by  which 
veflels  are  navigated  acrofs  it.  Of  thefe  the  deepeft 
has  fourteen  feet  of  water  when  the  tide  is  flow*» 
ing,  and  twelve  feet  of  water  when  it  has  ebbed. 
At  fpring- tides  it  is  covered  with  water  to  the 
depth  of  twenty  feet.  This  fand  bank  is  never 
paffed  in  the  night.  To  prevent  veflels  from  the 
danger  of  fhip wreck,  which  would  otherwife  be, 
in  this  place,  very  great,  both  buoys  in  the  water, 
and  fuitable  marks  on  land,  have  been  carefully 
B b 3 provided. 
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provided.  Thefe  are  exceedingly  neceffary  ; for 
though  the  fea  was  calm,  and  the  water  clear,  :J 
we  fhould  not  hâve  diftinguifhed  the  proper  place, 
if  it  had  not  been  particularly  indicated  to  us. 
Ships  can  anchor  with  fafety  on  good  anchorage  jj 
ground,  immediately  before  the  fand  bank.  But  ;'j 
this  they  do  not  venture,  uniefs  the  wind  be  faint,  || 
and  the  billows  calm.  After  pafiing  the  fand 
bank,  fliips  find  good  ground  for  anchorage,  all  p 
the  way  up  to  Charlefton.  The  beft  anchorage 
ground  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town. 

Charlefton  lies  twelve  miles  from  the  fand 
bank,  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Cooper  and  I : 
Âfhley.  A fmall  wmoden  fort  on  Fox  Mand,  the 
remains  of  the  old  fort  Johnfon,  ferves  but  for  a 
very  imperfedl  defence  to  guard  the  harbour.  The 
erection  of  another  fort  has  been  projected,  which  ; 
is  to  ftand  on  Sullivan  Iftand,  and  of  which  the  P 
range  of  the  guns  will  crofs  that  of  thofe  in  Fort 
Johnfbn.  The  government,  to  which  the  idle  be*  | 
longs,  gave  permiffion,  four  years  fmce,  for  per- 
fons  to  build  upon  it,  on  condition  that  they  j 
fhould  hold  themfelves  ready  to  remove,  when- 
ever it  might  require.  This  ifle  is  reckoned  to  be 
very  healthy.  The  more  opulent  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  therefore,  have  houfes  here,  to  Vvhich 
they  refort  in  the  fummer  heats,  that  they  may 
breathe  a purer  and  cooler  air,  which  is  very  foli- 
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citoufly  defired  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  rice 

! grounds  contiguous  to  the  town.  It  is  eafy  to 
forelee  that  the  people  who  now  refort  hither  in 
fuch  numbers,  will  be  difpofed  to  thwart  the  go- 
vernment, when  it  lhall  refolve,  for  the  lecurity 
of  the  harbour,  to  renew  thofe  fortifications 
which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  a great  many  lives 
by  the  Engîifh,  when  they  feized  this  town  in 
the  year  1780.  The  government  of  the  United* 
States  are  exceedingly  defirous  to  put  this  ifie  into 
a fufficient  condition  of  permanent  defence,  fuch 
as  might  give  full  fecurity  to  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant harbours  they  pofiefs.  The  general  go- 
vernment wifhes  the  conftitution  to  be  in  this 
inftance  obeyed,  becaufe  the  conftitution  confers 
upon  it  the  power  of  this  harbour:  But  the  ftate 
of  South  Carolina,  which  would  thus  lofe  the 
command  of  the  harbour,  ftrongly  oppofcs  the 
defign*. 

Charleftown  was,  in  the  time  of  the  EngJifh, 
furrounded  with  fortifications.  Of  thofe  only 
three  or  four  batteries,  part  good,  part  bad,  now 
remain.  A French  engineer  has  lately  raifed  an- 
other at  a great  expence,  but,  as  is  too  commonly 
the  cafe  with  things  undertaken  in  America,  this 
fort  is  very  injudiçioufly  conftruétcd.  Towards 
that  fide  which  is  parallel  with  the  river,  the 
range  of  its  guns  cannot  hinder  the  accefs  of  fhips 
B b 4 into 
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into  the  road*  In  that  direction,  too,  its  left  fide 
extends  too  far,  fo  that  the  cannon  cannot  be  le-^ 
veiled  at  any  other  objeél  than  the  hordes  of  the 
town.  The  battery  is  of  wood,  but  there  has 
not  been  enough  of  wood  ufed  in  its  conftnuftion. 
The  engineer  excuies  himfelf,  by  complaining 
that  he  has  not  been  fufficiently  fupplied  with 
money  for  the  expence.  Why  then  did  he  un- 
dertake a work,  which  he  was  not  fully  to  com- 
plete ? For  this  he  can  offer  no  excufe,  but  that 
he  was  deftrous  to  be  employed  ; and  with  fuch 
an  excufe  it  is  not  eafy  to  be  perfectly  latisfied. 

The  town  of  Charlefton  was  founded  in  the 
year  1670.  Like  all  the  reft  of  South  Carolina, 
it  fuffered  much  in  the  war  that  ended  in  the 
revolution.  It  was  three  years  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Englifh,  who  fpared  no  rigour  of  com- 
mand, no  cruelty  of  punilhment,  no  fpoliation  of 
property,  that  could  ferve  to  make  their  memory 
odious.  Many  of  the  houfes  which  they  deftroyed 
were  of  wood  ; and,  inftead  of  thofe,  brick  houfes 
have  been  fmce  eredted.  Still,  however,  fome 
of  the  more  opulent  inhabitants  prefer  wooden 
houfes,  which  they  believe  to  be  a good  deal 
cooler  than  thofe  which  are  of  brick.  Every  thing 
peculiar  to  the  buildings  of  this  place  is  formed 
to  moderate  the  exceflive  heats  ; the  windows  are 
open,  the  doors  pafi  through  both  fides  of  the 
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houfes.  Every  endeavour  is  ufed  to  refrelh  the 
apartments  within  with  frefh  air.  Large  galleries 
are  formed  to  fhelter  the  upper  part  of  the  houfe 
from  the  force  of  the  fun  s rays  ; and  only  the 
cooling  north -eaft  wind  is  admitted  to  blow 
through  the  rooms.  In  Charlefton  perfons  vie 
with  one  another,  not  who  fliall  have  the  finely 
but  who  the  cooleft  houfe. 

The  ftreets  are  not  fo  well  contrived  as  the 
houfes,  to  prevent  exceffive  heat  from  the  rays  of 
the  fun.  Thofe  are  almoft  all  narrow.  They  are 
unpaved,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  Hones;  and 
the  land  with  which  they  are  confequently  co- 
vered, retains  the  heat  to  an  intolerable  degree, 
and  fpreads  it  into  the  houles.  The  fmalleft 
quantity  of  wind  raife  and  drives  about  this  fand 
in  the  Hate  of  duft  that  is  inexpreffibly  difagrec- 
able  ; and  any  flight  fall  of  rain  moiftens  it  into 
a puddle.  There  are  fome  foot-paths  by  the  lides 
of  the  houfe  ; but  thefe  are  narrow,  interrupted 
by  the  doors  of  cellars,  and,  therefore,  of  very  little 
ufe.  Nor  are  the  ftreets  all  accommodated  with 
thefe  foot-paths.  Only  two  or  three  of  thefe 
ftreets  are  paved,  and  the  ftones  upon  thefe  were 
brought  as  ballaft  by  fome  fhips  from  the  northern 
fiâtes.  It  is  by  fuch  means  alone  that  the  ftreets 
of  Charlefton  can  be  paved  ; but  the  expence 
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is  fo  great,  that  the  objeéi  in  view  cannot  be  ao 
complifhed  in  this  way  within  any  given  time. 

Houfes,  otherwife  commodious  and  well  fur- 
nifhed,  make  often  but  a poor  appearance  out- 
wardly, They  are  indifferently  painted,  or  per- 
haps not  at  all.  The  doors  and  railings  are  in  a 
very  bad  ftate*  The  air  being  . fo  thick  and  fo 
faline,  foon  deftroys  the  colouring.  Although 
fuch  a number  of  negroes  be  here  kept,  yet  the 
houfes  are  not  preferved  fo  clean  on  the  infide  as 
in  the  northern  States. 

The  expcnces  of  the  table  are  nearly,  the  fame 
here  as  in  Philadelphia.  The  expences  of  equi- 
page are,  at  leaft,  as  to  the  number  of  thofe  who 
bear  them,  greater.  Here  are  few  families  who 
do  not  keep  a coach  or  chaife.  The  ladies  are 
never  feen  to  walk  on  foot.  However  fhort  the 
journey,  the  carriage  muft  always  be  yoked.  Even 
the  men,  too,  make  frequent  ufe  of  their  carriages. 
The  expence  of  fervants  is  likewife  confiderable, 
Thefe,  both  male  and  female,  are  negro  and  mu- 
latto flaves.  An  inhabitant  of  Carolina,  though 
not  very  opulent,  rarely  has  fewer  than  twenty  of 
thefe  in  his  ftables,  in  his  kitchen,  and  attendant 
upon  his  table.  A child  has  a number  of  negro 
children  to  attend  him,  and  comply  with  all  his 
humours  ; fo  that  the  little  white  man  learns, 
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even  before  he  can  walk,  to  tyrannize  over  the 
blacks. 

The  inhabitants  of  Charlefton  are  obliging 
and  hofpitable.  They  receive  a ftranger  v ith  a 
kindnefs  that  watches  to  anticipate  his  wifhes. 
They  have  fignalized  their  beneficence  and  gene- 
rofity  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  towards  the 
unfortunate  exiles  from  the  French  Weft  India 
files.  With  a liberality  eager,  refpedful,  un- 
wearied, they  have  fupplied  them  with  money, 
linens,  lodging.  I am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  un- 
happy objedls  of  this  kindnefs  have  not  conduced 
themfelves  with  due  gratitude  and  prudence  ; but 
that,  with  their  uftial  lightnefs  and  want  of  reflec- 
tion, they  have  derived  little  real  advantage  from 
the  hofpitality  of  their  entertainers,  and  have 
almoft  obliged  the  people  of  Charlefton  to  alter 
their  conduct  towards  them  ; yet  there  is  ftill  a 
great  deal  of  charitable  contribution  towards 
their  relief.  The  Frenchmen,  too,  generally  rail 
againft  the  Americans,  curfe  them,  and  are  almoft 
ready  to  affauit  thofc  very  perfofs  from  Vvhom 
they  receive  the  moft  benevolent  relief,  and  who 
have,  not  without  good  reafon,  withdrawn  from 
them  their  former  kindnefs. 

The  rich  do  not  here,  as  in  Philadelphia,  ftrive 
to  improve  their  fortunes  only  by  fpeculations 
#i>d  ftock -jobbing.  Here  they  are,  generally, 
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merchants,  and  bufily  engaged  in  actual  traffic. 
The  planter  fells  his  produce,  for  the  greateft 
price  he  can  obtain,  to  the  merchants  by  whom 
it  is  to  be  exported  ; and,  excepting  only  that 
fmall  part  of  his  time  which  this  bufmefs  demands, 
fpends  all  the  reft  of  it  in  company  and  purfuits 
of  pleafure.  Many  of  thefe  planters  live  not  upon 
their  plantations,  but  go,  from  time  to  time,  to 
vifk  them  ; and  have  overfeers  constantly  refident 
upon  them.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the 
matter  lives  in  Charlefton.  Even  thofe  planters 
who  are  more  commonly  refident  upon  their 
eftales  leave  them  from  the  month  of  June  to  No- 
vember, in  order  to  efcape  the  dangerous  fever 
with  which  white  perfons  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  rice-grounds  are  very  liable  to  be  infeéied  du- 
ring that  part  of  the  year. 

The  merchants  of  Charlefton  have  carried  on 
a very  active  trade  fmce  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war.  They  keep  a greater  number  of 
fervants  than  thofe  of  Philadelphia.  From  the 
hour  of  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  rarely  think 
of  aught  but  pleafure  and  amufement.  The  mam 
ners  and  habits  of  fociety  are  nearly  the  fame  in 
Charlefton  as  in  other  parts  of  the  American 
States.  Frequent  dinners,  frequent  parties  for 
tea- drinking.  There  are  two  gaming-houfes,  and 
both  are  conftantly  foil.  Many  of  the  inhabitants. 
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of  South  Carolina,  having  been  in  Europe,  have, 
of  confequence,  acquired  a greater  knowledge  of 
our  manners,  and  a ftronger  partiality  to  them, 
than  the  people  of  the  Northern  States.  Con* 
fequently,  the  European  modes  of  life  are  here 
more  prevalent.  The  women  are  here  more  lively 
than  in  the  north.  They  take  a greater  fhare  in 
the  commerce  of  fociety,  without  retaining  for 
this  the  lefs  of  modefty  and  delicate  propriety  in 
their  behaviour.  They  are  interefting  and  agree- 
able, but  perhaps  not  quite  fo  handfome  as  thofe 
of  Philadelphia.  Both  men  and  women  foon  be- 
gin here  to  lofe  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  to  feel 
the  infirmities  of  age.  At  the  age  of  thirty  a 
woman  appears  old.  You  often  fee  women  with 
children  at  the  bread:,  who  yet  have  all  the  wrin- 
kles and  haggard  looks  of  fixty.  At  the  age  of 
fifty,  the  hair  becomes  entirely  white. 

As  to  politics,  both  the  State  and  the  people,  in 
general,  are  of  the  Oppofition.  The  hatred  againft 
England  is  almofi:  univerfal.  Here  are  few  opu- 
lent planters  who  have  not  formerly  fuffered 
much  from  Englifh  hoftility.  The  number  of  the 
negroes  who  were  flain,  or  efcaped  from  their 
mafters,  during  the  war,  was  not  lefs  than  thirty 
thoufand,  including  between  fix  and  feven  hun- 
dred whom  the  Englifh  carried  away  with  them 
when  they  left  this  place.  All  here  agree. to  che- 
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rifh  an  inveterate  hatred  againft  England,  and  by 
confequence  to  difapprove  the  treaty.  At  table 
warmly  federalift  toafts,  fuçh  as,  “ Permanency 
to  the  Union  !”  “ The  Confidence  of  the  States 
to  the  Prefident  !”  are  very  common. 

It  Ihould  feem,  that  any  feparation  of  the 
Northern  from  the  Southern  States  would  be  very 
little  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  South  Caro* 
lina.  Setting  afide  every  political  confideration, 
the  neceffity  of  an  increafed  commercial  inters 
courfe  with  the  north,  in  order  to  augment  the 
ftiipping,  and  enlarge  the  general  wealth  of  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States,  makes  it  their  un» 
queftionable  intereft  to  maintain  the  Union,  To 
this  neceffity  of  intereft,  the  Northern  States 
aferibe  the  prefent  partiality  of  the  Southern  for 
the  federal  government.  But  then  they  alledge, 
that  their  neighbours  will,  with  the  greateft  ala.-* 
crity,  abandon  the  Union,  as  faon  as  they  fhall 
have  acquired  fufficient  ftrength  to  ft  and  by  them* 
felves.  There  are,  however,  obftacles  that  ft  rang!  y 
oppofe  their  riling  fpeedily  to  that  degree  of  proi- 
perity  ; and  fome  of  thefe  J fhall  mention* 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  year  1584,  and 
Admiral  Coligny,  in  the  year  15QQ,  attempted, 
without  fuccefs,  to  eftabliffi  colonies  in  Carolina. 
Inteftine  diflenfions  and  contefts,  deftroyed  the 
colonies  which  they  introduced.  The  firft  efifec- 

tual 


i 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  383 

tual  fettlement  of  colonifts,  in  this  territory,  was 
in  the  year  1ÔÔ2.  Charles  the  Second,  after  his 
reftoration,  bellowed  a grant  of  this  region,  from 
the  thirty-firft  to  the  thirty-fixth  degree  of  lati- 
tude, upon  eight  Englifli  noblemen.  Thofe  were 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
Lord  Craven,  Lord  Derby,  Lord  Afhley,  Lord 
Carteret,  and  Sir Carleton.  Theft  noble- 

men employed  the  celebrated  Locke  to  frame  a 
conftitution  for  the  colony  which  they  were  about 
to  eftablifh.  He  gave  them  a conftitution,  in 
which  the  people  were  divided  into  nobles  and 
commons  ; the  nobles  into  landgraves,  caciques, 
and  barons.  The  colonial  territory  was  divided 
into  counties.  The  firft  clafs  of  the  nobility  were 
to  poflefs  each  forty-eight  thoufand  acres  of  land  ; 
the  fécond  clafs  twenty-four  thoufand  acres  ; the 
third  clafs  twelve  thoufand  acres.  A fifth  part  of 
the  whole  lands  was  to  be  parcelled  out  among 
the  plebeians.  A parliament,  compofed  of  the 
nobles  or  their  reprefentatives,  in  conjunction 
with  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons,  was  to 
compoft  the  legiflative  body,  under  the  direction 
of  the  eight  proprietors,  who  wxere  to  form  them> 
felves  into  a council,  in  which  the  el  deft,  wi  th 
the  title  of  Palfgrave,  was  to  prefide-.  In  the  year 
IÔ67,  the  firft  colonifts  came  out  hither  from 
England.  Within  a few  years  after,  there -fol- 
lowed 
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^owed  fonle  other  emigrations  from  England, 
France,  Holland,  and  New  York. 

This  perplexed  form  of  government  ; the  con- 
tinual wars  among  the  English,  French,-  and  In-  : 
dians  ; difienfions  among  the  colonifh  themfelves, 
arifing  from  the  exclufive  inftitution  of  the  reli- 
gion of  the  Church  of  England  ; brought  the 
colony,  at  length,  into  a ftate  of  fuch  confufion 
and  diftrefs,  that  it  was  entirely  ruined.  The  pro- 
prietors, at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants,  now 
refigned  the  government  of  the  colony,  but  not  -I 
the  territorial  property,  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  year  i ?29,  thé  King  of  England  bought 
alfo  the  property  of  the  lands,  from  the  feven  pro- 
prietors, for  the  fum  of  twenty-two  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  ten  pounds  fterling  ; and  the  pro- 
vince was,  by  an  aft  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
divided  into  the  two  parts  of  North  and  South 
Carolina.  Lord  Carteret  alone  chofe  to  adhere, 

1 

in  refpeft  to  his  part  of  the  property,  to  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  dominion  had  been  for- 
merly ceded  to  the  government.  The  two  colo- 
nies received  a charter  of  conftitution,  which  was 
much  more  fimilar  than  their  former  one  to  the 
Englifii  conftitution,  and  to  thofe  of  the  other 
American  colonies. 

Since  that  time,  Carolina,  and  efpecially  its 
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fouthern  divifion,  has  be  come  continually  more 
populous*  more  cultivated,  and  more  commercial. 
At  the  time  of  the  revolution*  it  was  confidered 
as  being,  in  wealth*  and  every  other  advantage, 
one  of  the  moft  important  provinces  of  America. 

By  its  new  conftitution*  this  {late  is  divided 
into  diftridls  and  parifhes.  The  diftridts  are  nine 
in  number.  The  conftitution  was  framed  in  the 
year  1790.  The  legiflature  is  compofed*  as  in 
the  other  ftates*  in  a council  of  feven  and  thirty 
members,  and  a houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  an 
hundred  and  twenty-four  members.  To  be  qua- 
lified for  being  chofen  a member  of  the  council, 

; a man  muft  be  thirty  years  of  age*  muft  have 
refided  for  five  years  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
ftate*  muft  poffefs  a clear  land-eftate  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  fieri ing,  or  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  dollars  revenue*  if  a refident 
in  the  diftridl  for  which  he  is  nominated  ; or  of 
| twice  that  value*  if  he  do  not  refide  within  the 
diftridl.  The  fenators  are  chofen  for  the  term  of 
four  years  : but  one-half  of  their  number  go  out 
^ of  office  at  the  end  of  every  two  years.  To  be 
qualified  for  election  into  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives* the  candidate  muft  be  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  muft  have  been  three  years  refident  in  the 
ftate,  muft  have  a clear  eftate  of  five  hundred 
acres  of  land*  or  ten  negroes*  or  one  hundred  and 
Vol.II.  Cc  fifty 
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fifty  pounds  fterling,  which  is  equal  to  feven  hun- 
dred and  feventy-two  dollars.  If  not  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  diftrift  he  wi flies  to  reprefent,  his  for- 
tune muft  then  be  twice  as  great.  The  repre- 
fentatives  are  eleâed  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,, 
and  go  out  all  at  once*  To  be  qualified  for  the 
office  of  governor,  a man  muft  be  one  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  muft  have  been  ten  years  refidenfe 
within  the  ftate,  muft  poffefs  a fortune  of  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  or  feven» 
teen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars, 
free  from  debt.  The  Governor  is  elected  for  the 
term  of  two  years  ; and,  after  an  interval  of  four 
years,  from  the  time  of  his  going  out  of  office,  he 
may  be  rechofen.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
governor  are  nominated  by  the  legiflative  body, 
and  both  at  the  fame  time.  The  judges  are  like» 
wife  nominated  by  the  lame  body  ; and  the.ir 
continuance  in  office  is  to  be  during  their  good 
behaviour.  The  eomrniffioners  of  the  revenue, 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  commander  in  chief,  the 
iheriffs,  are  likewife  named  by  the  legiftature  ; 
and  they  hold  their  offices  for  the  fpace  of  four  ' 
years.  All  charges  againft  members  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  or  members  of  the  ftate,  are  to  be  produced 
only  before  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  The 
fenate  pronounces  fentence.  The  only  punifh- 
ment,  however,  that  it  can  inflict,  is  deprivation 

of 
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of  office,  with  incapacitation  for  any  future  pub- 
lic employment.  The  courts  of  juftice  are  more 
fevere. 

Electors  muft  be  of  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
years,  muft  have  been  two  years  refident  in  the 
ftate,  and  muft  be  proprietors  each  of  fifty  acres 
of  ground,  or  of  a building-lot  in  fome  town, 
free  from  any  burthen  of  debt.  If  not  pofleffed 
of  this  property,  the  elector  muft  at  leaft  have 
refided  fix  months  within  the  electing  diftridi, 
and  muft  be  a contributor  of  three  fhillings  fterl- 
ing  annually  to  the  revenues  of  the  ftate.  Alter- 
ations in  the  conftitution  can  be  made  only  with 
the  confient  of  two-thirds  of  the  adtual  members 
of  the  two  houfes  of  legiilature  ; and  even  after 
this  are  not  to  be  carried  into  final  accomplifh- 
ment  without  the  approbation  of  an  equal  majo- 
rity at  the  next  fubfequent  meeting  of  theft 
bodies.  This  conftitution  confifts  of  a declaration 
of  rights  in  ten  articles,  extremely  fimple,  and  very 
intelligible. 

At  prefent,  thofc  who  are  to  vote  for  South 
Carolina,  in  the  election  of  the  Prefidents  of  the 
United  States,  muft  be  named  by  the  two  houfes. 
Thofc  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  who  have  poffefi- 
fions  in  different  diftridls,  are  at  liberty  to  vote  in 
either  of  them  at  their  pleafure.  Every  member 
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of  the  legiilative  body  has  an  allowance  of  feven 
fhillings  a day  from  the  ftate. 

The  law  of  England  is  received  as  the  common 
law  as  well  of  Carolina  as  of  almoft  all  the  reft  of 
America.  Few  inftances  occur  of  departure  from 
it. 

The  law  for  the  difpofal  of  the  property  of  per- 
fons  dying  inteftate  allots  to  the  widow  of  a man 
dying  without  children  one  half  of  his  eftate  ; to 
the  widow  of  him  who  leaves  children  to  inherit 
from  him,  only  a third  part  of  his  fortune.  The 
children  receive  equal  fhares.  In  general,  how- 
ever, every  man  is  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  his  pro- 
perty by  will,  as  he  pleafes.  He,  however,  who 
lives  in  open  concubinage,  may  not  devife  away 
from  his  wife  and  children  above  one- fourth  of 
his  property,  otherwife  his  will  is  liable  to  be  fet 
aftde,  Baftards,  whofe  father;?  cannot  be  difco- 
vered,  are  brought  up  at  the  public  charge.  But 
he  whom  a young  woman  with  child,  in  fornica- 
tion, names  as  the  father  of  her  infant,  is  com- 
pelled by  law  to  pay  the  fum  of  fixty  pounds  fter- 
ling,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars,  for 
the  fupport  and  education  of  its  childhood. 

There  is  in  Charlefton  an  eftablifhmcnt  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  It  is  called  a work-houfe,. 
but  no  work  is  done  in  it.  It  cofts  the  State  the 
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fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  twenty- 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars a year  ; and  fee  ms  to  ferve  only  as  an  afylum 
for  idlenefs.  The  recovery  of  debts  gives  rife  to 
many  actions  at  law,  in  this  ftate.  The  procefs 
is,  in  thefe  cafes,  fo  tedious,  and  the  fentence  of 
the  courts  fo  long  delayed,  that  the  bufinefs  of  an 
advocate  becomes,  of  courfe,  very  lucrative.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  corruption  of  the  Sheriffs,  who  are 
eafily  bribed,  contribute  greatly  to  the  prefent  de- 
lays of  the  law.  Thefe  diforders  are  the  natural 
confequence  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fortunes  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Carolina,  and  of  their  love  of 
expence.  Meflfs.  Charles  Pinckney,  Ed- 
ward Rutledge,  Pringle,  Holmes,  and 
one  or  two  other  advocates,  earn,  in  their  offices, 
each  from  three  thoufand  five  hundred  to  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a year,  or 
from  eighteen  thoufand  to  twenty- three  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars.  Eight  or  ten 
others  earn  from  ten  thoufand  to  twelve  thoufand 
dollars,  or  from  two  thoufand  to  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a year.  This  is  a 
liberal  calculation  of  their  gains.  Perhaps,  they 
may  not  always  receive  the  moft  punctual  pay- 
ment. 

The  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina  is  excef- 
fivelv  fevere.  The  punifhment  of  hanging  àiid 
C c 3 whipping 
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•whipping  are  infiided  in  many  cafes,  in  which 
the  governments  of  Europe  ufe  lefs  feverity. 
Death  is  the  puniihment  for  the  theft  of  horfes 
or  mules.  This  feverity  the  people  of  the  country 
endeavour  to  excufe  by  obferving,  that  the  horfes 
are  commonly  left  in  the  fields,  and  prefent  a very 
ftrong  temptation  to  theft  to  the  unprincipled  and 
needy.  But,  fuch  local  reafons  afford  no  fatisfac- 
tory  excufe  for  fuch  atrocious  feverity.  Why 
fhould  convenience  be  thus  preferred  to  juftice 
and  humanity  ? 

For  the  theft  of  horned  cattle,  the  puniihment 
is  only  a fine  of  ten  pounds  flerling,  or  if  the 
thief  be  unable  to  pay  the  fine,  a whipping  of  nine 
and  thirty  lafhes.  Another  criminal  law  of  ex- 
treme feverity  has  been  enabled  againfi:  the  break- 
ing down  of  the  dyke  of  the  canal  that  forms  a 
communication  between  the  rivers  Santee  and 
Cooper  : death  is  the  puniihment  for  this  crime. 
For  the  fame  breaking  down  of  the  dykes  of  two 
other  canals  in  this  flute,  the  puniihment  is  only 
feven  years  imprifonment.  The  importance  of 
the  canal  in  queffion  can  never  juftify  a criminal 
law  of  fuch  barbarity.  Nor  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  utility  of  the  canals  here  mentioned 
fufficient,  to  account  in  a fatisfaélory  manner  for 
the  différé  ices  of  puniihment. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  feverity  of  thefe  laws  is  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  mitigated  by  recommendations  to  mercy, 
addrefled  from  the  juries  to  the  Governor.  But*, 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  mitigation  is  a reproach  to 
the  laws  ; as  it  evinces,  that  thefe  have  not  efta- 
blifhed  a due  relation  between  crimes  and  puniflx- 
ments.  There  is,  befides,  reafon  for  fuppofing, 
that  however  humane  the  members  of  juries, 
horfe-ftealing  will  more  feldom  find  mercy  than 
murder.  In  a well-governed  Hate,  the  only  mode 
of  acting  towards  bad  laws  is,  not  by  compromifes 
with  them,  but  by  reforming  them. 

The  laws  reipeéling  the  negroes  are  derived 
from  an  Englifh  inftitute  of  the  year  1740.  A 
juflice  of  the  peace,  with  three  freemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  examine  into,  and  decide  upon, 
the  crimes  of  negroes.  No  defender  is  allowed  to 
the  poor  wretch  accufed  ; and  his  judges  have 
power  to  condemn  him  to  whatever  mode  of 
death  they  fhall  think  proper.  Simple  theft  by 
a negro  is  punifhed  with  death.  When  the  crime 
is  not  fuch  as  to  deferve  capital  punifhment,  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  with  a fingle  freeman,  may, 
in  this  cafe,  condemn  to  whatever  lighter  punifh- 
ment they  fhall  pleafe  to  infli<5l.  For  the  mur- 
der of  a negro  with  malicious  intent,  a white  man 
pays  a fine  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars.  If  he  have  only  beaten  the  negro, 
without  intention  of  murder,  till  his  death  enflied, 
C c 4 the 
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the  fine  is  but  one  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars*  j 
He  who  maims  a negro,  puts  out  his  eyes,  cuts  oft 
Jiis  tongue,  or  caflrates  him,  pays  only  a fine  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars.  In  all 
thefe  cafes,  the  white  man  is  imprifoned  till  the 
fine  be  paid.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  a white  man  ; 
can,  in  fuch  cafe,  feldom  be  convidled  ; as  ne- 
groes are  incapable  by  law  of  giving  evidence  ; 
and  no  white  man  will  readily  offer  his  teftimony 
in  favour  of  a black,  againfl  a perfon  of  his  own 
colour.  A negro  flaying  a white  man,  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  mailer,  is  pardoned.  But,  if  he  do 
the  fame  thing,  or  even  but  wound  a white  man, 
in  the  defence  of  his  own  life,  he  will  even- 
tually be  put  to  death.  A more  diligent  examina- 
tion of  thefe  laws  might  difcover  many  other 
odious  things  in  them. 

The  molt  enlightened  people  in  Carolina  fee 
the  neceffity  of  an  alteration  of  thefe  laws  ; and 
it  is  faid,  that  the  next  meeting  of  a new  legifla- 
ture  will  take  up  this  matter.  I am  afraid,  that 

I 

any  reform  will  not  be  fuch  as  it  ought  to  be. 

It  fhould  teem,  that  thole  who  mention  this  fub-  ; 
je  ft  are  ilrongly  impreffed  with  the  idea  of  the 
neceffity  of  the  meafure. 

I have  vifited  the  prifons  of  Charleilon,  which, 
it  is  aflerted,  are  the  beft  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  ; they  form  one  fingle  building,  which  is 
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feveral  ftories  high.  The  rooms  are  pretty  fpa- 
cious  and  airy,  but  few  in  number.  Debtors  are 
in  a feparate  room.  Felons,  either  imprifoned  on 
fufpicion  or  convided,  are  confined  with  the  po- 
lice-prifoners,  and  all  are  treated  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing. They  are  all  in  irons  ; a dreadful  treatment, 
but  which  is  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the 
fmallnefs  of  the  prifon,  and  of  the  facility  of  plot- 
; ting  mutinies.  The  prifoners  are  permitted  only 
to  walk  about  in  their  room  ; the  prifon  having 
no  court,  where  they  might  take  exercife.  The 
jailor  is  allowed  one  drilling  a- day  for  the  board 
of  each  prifoner,  for  which  money  he  gives  him 
a pound  of  bread  every  day,  and  meat  three  times 
a week. 

Criminal  offences  are  very  numerous  in  Caro- 
lina, and  their  number  is  faid  rather  to  increafe 
every  year,  than  to  decreafe.  Thirty- four  pri- 
foners were  to  be  tried  laft  feffion  in  the  diftrid 
of  Charlefton  only,  which  in  17Q1  contained 
twenty-eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty - 
one  inhabitants,  and  its  prefent  population  com- 
prifes  from  thirty-two  to  thirty-three  thoufand 
fouls.  The  negroes  have  their  peculiar  courts,  and 
diftind  prifons,  whither  they  are  fent  by  fach 
matters,  as  chufe  not  to  infiid  any  punifhment 
themfelves,  to  receive  a certain  number  of  laflies. 
The  negroes  in  the  diftrid  of  Charlefton  amount 

to 
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to  fifty-five  thoufand  ; their  total  number  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  is  eftimated  at  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand.  At  the  time  of  the- 
lafl  computation  in  17.90,  the  ffcate  contained  one 
hundred  and  feven  thoufand  one  hundred  flaves, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty- one  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  feven ty-nine  white  people.  Lawyers 
and  judges  have  informed  me,  that  the  white  in- 
habitants of  Carolina  commit  more  criminal  of- 
fences, in  proportion  to  their  number*  than  the 
negroes.  Some  mailers  may  perhaps,  from  ava- 
ricious motives,  fhelter  their  ilaves  from  puniih- 
ment,  as  they  receive  only  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  dollars  for  an  executed  flave;  but 
this  can  only  take  place  in  regard  to  crimes  per- 
petrated in  the  midfl  of  plantations.  Few  peo- 
ple, aflfaulted,  robbed  or  injured  by  the  negroes, 
would  refrain  from  profecuting  them,  merely  to 
iave  their  mafrers  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars.  The  refult  of  this  compa- 
rifon  is,  therefore,  clearly  in  favour  of  men,  for 
whom  the  flavery  and  contempt,  in  which  they 
live,  would  powerfully  plead,  if  it  were  other- 
wife. 

The  military  regulations,  which  until  1794, 
were  extremely  incomplete,  were  in  that  year 
rendered  more  perfect.  They  divide  the  whole 
{late .into  two  parts,  one  of  which  comprehends 

five 
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five  brigades;  and  the  other,  four.  The  two 
majors-general,  who  command  the  two  divifions, 
and  the  nine  brigadiers,  under  whofe  orders  are 
j the  different  brigades,  as  well  as  the  adjutant- 
general,  are  appointed  by  the  legifiature.  Each 
brigade  is  divided  by  the  commanding  officers  into 
as  many  regiments  as  the  population  will  admit. 
The  officers  are  nominated  by  the  regiments,  bat- 
talions, and  companies,  to  which  they  belong; 
but  they  are  promoted  in  the  order  of  their  fer- 
vice. 

Every  male  inhabitant,  as  foon  as  he  has  at- 
tained the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  is  appriied 
by  a non-commiffioned  officer,  in  the  name  of  the 
captain  of  the  diftridf,  that  he  belongs  to  the  mi- 
litia. This  notice,  which  is  given  before  witneffes, 
is  the  only  formality  obferved  in  this  cafe.  The 
companies  alienable  one  day  every  month,  and 
the  regiments  or  battalions  two  days  a year,  to 
go  through  the  exercife.  Ahfentees,  whether 
officers  or  foldiers,  who  have  no  lawful  pleas  to 
offer,  are  punifhed  by  a fine,  proportionate  to 
their  rank,  or  imprifoned,  if  they  cannot  raife 
the  fine.  In  cafe  of  a difobedience  of  orders, 
heavier  penalties  are  inffifted.  Officers,  in  cafe 
of  mifconducl,  are  tried  at  the  inftance  of  the 
Governor,  by  a court  of  enquiry,  confifling  at 
lcafi  of  three  members,  one  of  whom  muft  hold 

the 
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the  fame  commiffion  as  the  offender,  who,  if  he 
chufe,  may  demand  a court-martial. 

AH  white  apprentices  or  fervants  mufl  be  armed 
and  equipped  by  their  mailers,  who  are  refponfi- 
ble  for  them  to  the  courts-martial.  For  every 
fault  they  commit,  in  regard  to  the  military  fer- 
vice,  they  are  obliged  to  ferve  their  mailers  a fort- 
night beyond  their  time. 

The  brigadiers  are  at  the  fame  time  infpedlors 
of  their  divifions,  for  which  they  receive  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  pay  at- 
tached to  their  rank.  The  commanders  of  bat- 
talions are  bound,  on  the  firfl  notice  of  diilurb- 
ances  having  broken  out  in  the  province,  to  aifem- 
ble  their  corps,  and  immediately  report  to  their 
fuperiors  the  reafons,  why  they  have  done  fo.  In 
cafe  of  danger  of  an  attack,  or  a confiderable  re- 
volt, the  military  are  obliged  to  fire  three  mufket- 
{hots  as  a fignal,  which  is  repeated  by  all  who 
hear  it,  and  upon  which  every  officer  mufl  affem- 
ble  his  men  at  the  appointed  rendezvous.  The 
Governor  is  invefled  with  the  right  of  affembling 
the  troops  on  all  occafions.  If  they  are  obliged  to 
march  beyond  their  ufual  places  of  rendezvous, 
they  receive  the  fame  pay  as  regular  troops,  and 
the  fourth  part  of  each  company  remain  armed 
in  the  diflrid  for  the  patroling  fervice.  The  fol- 
diers  are  allowed  to  find  able  fubflitutes,  who 

may 
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may  march  in  their  ftead,  but  no  one  can  be  ex- 
empted from  the  patroling  fervice.  In  cafe  of  an 
infurredtion,  the  officers  pofiefs  a difcretionary 
power  of  making  the  beft  ufe  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  YCilels,  wherever  they  find  them.  The 
i Governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  Lieùtenant-go- 
vernor,  has  the  right  of  mitigating  or  annulling 
the  fentence  of  a court-martial.  The  fines  are 
applied  to  the  purchafe  of  arms  for  the  ufe  of  the 
companies,  in  which  they  happen  to  be  levied. 

Thefq  are  the  chief  articles  of  war.  General 
Pinckney,  brigadier  and  infpeflor  of  the  firft  divi- 
fion,  is  an  officer  of  great  merit  ; he  devotes  all 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  fervice,  and  derives 
much  additional  authority  from  the  confidence, 
and  refped:,  which  he  univerfally  enjoys.  The 
regulations  for  the  exercife  are  diftimfl  and  good  ; 
but  the  militia  are,  upon  the  whole,  badly  armed, 
and  fome  of  them  have  no  arms  at  all.  The  ftate 
has  few  or  no  cannon,  no  powder  magazine,  and 
no  balls.  A law  was  enabled  in  17 95,  ordering 
two  thoufand  mufkets,  thirty-fix  cannons,  five 
hundred  brace  of  piftols,  five  hundred  fwords, 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  gun-powTder,  to 
be  provided.  Thefe  fmall  flores,  which  are, bought 
by  command  of  the  Governor,  will  not  be  com- 
pleted for  fome  years.  This  abfolute  negled;  of  all 
means  of  defence  is  common  throughout  Ame- 
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rica;  and  if  you  mention  it  to  men  of  property,  !« 
moil  of  them  will  return  in  anfwer — America 
was  ftill  more  deftitute  of  every  thing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution.”  This  anfwer  is  ji 
pleafmg  enough,  as  it  befpeaks  the  fame  energy  | 
which  America  difplayed  in  the  war  of  the  revo- 
lution ; but  to  provide  proper  means  of  defence  is  j 
by  no  means  inconfiftent  writh  energy. 

The  taxes  in  South  Carolina  are  affeffed  oir 
lands,  poffeffions  in  the  towns,  and  monied  capi- 
tals, employed  in  trade,  banks,  or  othenyife.  Free 
negroes,  as  well  as  Haves,  pay  a capitation,  in  re- 
gard to  which  all  men  or  women  of  colour  are  I 
efteemed  negroes. 

The  land  is  divided  by  the  law  into  nine  claffes,  | 
from  the  rice-fwamps,  which- are  watered  by  the  ■ 
flood,  to  the  foil  which,  in  the  general  opinion,’ 
admits  of  no  cultivation.  According  to  this  gra- 
dation the  land  is  rated  from  twentv-fix-  dollars 
down  to  twenty  cents  the  acre,  and  pays  one-half  || 
per  cent.  The  poffeffions  in  the  towns,  and  mo- 
nied capitals,  are  affeffed  in  the  fame  proportion. 
Free  negroes  from  lixteen  to  fifty  years  of  age  pay 
a poll-tax  of  two  dollars  each,  and  Haves  of  what-  i 
ever  age  or  fex  one  dollar,  Carnages  kept  for 
amufement  pay  three -fourths  of  a dollar  for  each 
•wheel. 

The  tax-gatherers  are  appointed  by  the  legisla- 
ture, I 
. - jj 
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ture,  and  continue  in  place,  until  they  obtain 
their  difmiflal.  Thefe  officers  of  the  ftate  are 
bound,  in  general,  to  find  fecurity  for  the  fum  of 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars, 
and  thofe  of  Charlefton  for  forty-two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  dollars.  On  a notice  from  the  tax- 
gatherers,  all  the  inhabitants  muft  make  a decla- 
! ration  upon  oath  of  their  taxable  property  in  land, 

! town-fhares,  flaves,  and  carriages.  A falfe  decla* 
ration  fubjeCts  to  a penalty  of  five  times  the 
amount  of  the  fum  concealed,  and  in  cafe  of  a 
declaration  being  refufed,  the  collectors  make  out 
an  eftimate,  and  the  defaulter  pays  double  his 
fliare  of  taxes.  In  cafe  of  any  inhabitant  think- 
ing himfelf  aggrieved  by  the.  aiTeffors,  he  is  bound 
to  declare  his  whole  propertyr,  and  is  believed,. 
Thefe  afleffincnts  are,  however,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  very  moderate,  as  on  the  largeft  property  they 
fcarcely  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  tax-gatherers  tranfmit  to  the  treafurers  of 
the  ftate  (one  of  whom  is  appointed  for  Upper 
Carolina  and  another  for  Lower  Carolina)  the  lifts 
of  the  inhabitants  then  taxed,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
who  have  refufed  to  make  their  declaration,  and 
a general  table  of  the  amount  of  the  taxes.  Thefe 
lifts  and  tables  are  ftuck  up  in  the  chief  places  of 
the  diftriét,  and  every  perfon,  who  pays  not  his 
taxes  according  to  the  lifts  within  ten  days  after 
I / their 
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their  publication,  may  be  profecuted  and  confined. 
Taxes  muft  be  paid  in  preference  to  all  other  debts. 
The  inhabitants  may  chufe  the  parifli,  where  they 
intend  to  pay.  The  colle&ors  are  in  general  al- 
lowed five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  their  re- 
ceipts, but  in  Charlefton  only  one  and  half  per 
cent. 

Thefe  taxes  are  adequate  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  ftate,  which  in  the  year  1797  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  dollars.  But  delays,  inconveni- 
encies,  and  confiderable  deficiencies,  frequently 
arife  from  the  circumftance,  that  the  collectors 
and  ^fleffors  are  the  fame  perfons,  that  no  checks 
upon  them  are  kept,  and  that  the  inhabitants  have 
the  right  of  paying  their  taxes  in  which  parifh  they 
chufe. 

The  roads  in  South  Carolina  are  kept  in  repair 
by  the  negroes,  who  are  obliged  conftantly  to 
work  at  the  roads,  which  border  upon  the  plan- 
tations to  which  they  belong.  White  people,  who 
have  no  Have,  muft  do  the  work  themfelves.  The 
ftate  pays  the  expence  for  all  public  buildings  ; of 
confequence  there  exift  no  county-rates.  The 
poor  are  fupported  by  a tax  on  ftaves,  and  on  white 
people  who  have  none.  Town-rates  are  levied  on 
the  fame  principle  ; in  Charlefton  they  amount 
to  fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

This 
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This  town  raifes  nearly  two  thoufand  dollars  a 
year  by  licences  for  felling  wine  and  brandy. 

The  public  debt  of  South  Carolina  is  of  two 
forts.  One  part  of  it  was  contracted  at  the  time 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  to  meet  the  expence 
caufed  by  it,  and  which  the  Union  has  taken 
upon  itfelf,  under  the  name  of  the  general  ex- 
pence  : the  amount  of  this  debt  is  from  one  mil- 
lion and  one  hundred  thoufand  to  one  million 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The  Union 
pays  to  the  ftate  feven  per  cent  on  this  debt,  until 
it  be  difcharged,  and  this  intereft  it  pays  again 
to  its  creditors,  and  adts,  therefore,  merely  as  a 
depofitary  or  truftee.  But  in  cafe  of  the  ftate 
paying  any  part  of  this  debt,  the  Union  remains 
neverthelefs  its  debtor,  for  inftance,  if  the  ftate 
ftiould  fell  land,  to  pay  fuch  debt.  ' It  claims  at 
prefent  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
for  forts,  eredted  on  the  Indian  frontiers,  and  other 
expences,  relative  to  thefe  works  of  defence.  If 
this  claim  fhould  be  admitted,  as  probably  it  will, 
the  money  will  be  expended  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
but  without  leftening  the  debt  of  the  Union  ; the 
intereft  or  capital  paid  by  it  will  ferve  to  eafe  the 
burthen  of  the  taxes,  or  be  employed  for  fome 
other  ufeful  purpofe  in  the  ftate.  The  reft  of  the 
public  debt  is  that,  which,  although  for, the  major 
part  contracted  during  the  war  and  on  its  account. 
Vol.  II.  Dd  has 
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has  not  been  acknowledged  by  the  Union  as  a 
general  debt,  and  remains  therefore  at  the  charge 
of  the  flats.  Its  amount  was  from  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  dollars,  but  it  has  been  paid  off  to  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  dol- 
lars. A tax  of  a quarter  of  a dollar  on  every  ne-  j 
gro,  and  fome  other  impofts  on  diftilleries,  to-  | 
bacco,  &c.  are  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
this  debt,  ten  per  cent  being  yearly  paid  of  the 
capital.  The  whole  debt  will  be  difcharged  in 
ten  or  twelve  years,  and  thefe  taxes  ceafe  accord-  ! 
ingly.  The  fum  wdiich  yet  remains  due  origi-  j 
nates  merely  from  a frigate,  and  was  contracted 
under  the  following  circumftances. 

In  1778  or  1779>  Commodore  Gillqn,  of  Ca- 
rolina, being  commiffioned  by  South  Carolina  to  j 
procure  a frigate,  propofed  to  the  Prince  of  Lux- 
embourg, to  deliver  a fhip  of  that  defcription. 
The  bargain  was  concluded  in  this  manner,  that 
for  the  expence  incurred  by  fitting  out  this  frigate, 
the  Prince  was  ta  have  a fourth  of  the  neat  pro- 
ceeds  of  all  the  prizes  taken  by  the  fhip,  and  in  I 
cafe  of  her  being  taken,  the  whole  value  of  the 
frigate.  She  was  built  in  Holland  and  mounted 
forty-eight  guns.  Some  months  elapfed,  before 
!he  could  be  of  any  fervice,  ^ecaufe  the  Prince 
engaged  the  crew  in  France.  At  length  Ihe  put 
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to  fea,  and  took  feveral  prizes,  but  was  afterwards 
taken  off  the  American  coaft,  and,  as  the  Prince 
aflerted;  through  Gillon’s  mifconduél,  whom  he 
charged  with  having  furrendered  her  to  the  Eng- 
lish for  a confiderable  fum  of  money.  The  ftate 
acknowledged  a debt  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  all  the  prizes  being  previoufly  deducted, 
in  addition  to  the  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
which  the  Prince  had  already  received.  After 
the  death  of  the  Prince  his  heirs  fent  Dr.  Cut- 
ting, an  American,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  the 
army,  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  that  fum.  The 
Marfhal  de  Castries,  from  an  opinion,  that  the 
frigate  had  been  built  for  French  money,  that  the 
Prince  had  only  aéted  as  a fecret  agent  of  France, 
who  wifhed  to  affift  America,  before  fhe  had  pub- 
licly declared  herfelf  in  her  favour,  claimed  this 
debt,  as  being  the  property  of  the  royal  treafury» 
The  French  conful  oppofed  therefore  in  1795, 
the  claim  of  the  Prince’s  heirs,  adding,  that  even 
in  the  cafe  of  its  forming  a lawful  demand  of  the 
late  Prince,  it  was  now  efeheated  to  the  French 
Republic  ; all  his  own  eftates,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
his  heirs,  having  been  confifcated  on  the  ground 
of  emigration.  The  payment  is,  therefore,  de- 
ferred, and  the  ftate  of  Carolina,  which  has  the 
money  ready,  is  only  waiting  for  the  fentence  of 
a competent  judge,  as  to  the  perfens  to  whom 
D d 2 ftie 
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fhe  is  to  pay  the  debt.  In  the  meanwhile  Mr. 
Cutting  has  received  from  the  ftate  four  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  the  amount  of  his  difburfementsy 
on  condition  of  refunding  this  fum,  if  the  law- 
fuit  fhould  be  decided  againft  the  heirs. 

The  ftate  of  South  Carolina  pays  its  officers  bet- 
ter, than  any  other  ftate  of  the  Union.  The  Go-  ■ 
vernor’s  pay  is  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  j 
fifty-two  dollars;  the  Chief-juftice  has  three  thou  - 
land  three  hundred  ; the  other  judges  two  thou-  | 
land  five  hundred.  This  pay  being  nearly  equal 
to  that  paid  by  the  Union,  is  the  reafon  why,  in 
Carolina,  places  under  the  Union  are  not  eagerly  j 
fought  after. 

South  Carolina  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  dif- 
trefs  by  the  devaftation  of  her  pofleffions  by  the 
Englifh,  and  the  entire  ftagnation  of  her  trade.  ; 
The  utmoft  fcarcity  of  fpecies  prevailed  through-  j 
out  the  ftate,  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  neither 
any  public  or  private  debt  was  paid.  From  thefe 
eonfiderations  the  legislature  refolved,  in  1785, 
to  introduce  paper-money,  opened  for  this  pur- 
pofe  a loan  for  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fter-  j 
ling,  for  five  years,  and  paid  in  paper-money  dou- 
ble the  value  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  other  preci- 
ous effedls,  which  were  depofited  by  the  creditors. 
This  money  was  received  by  the  treafury  of  the 
ftate  in  payment  of  old  debts  as  well  as  of  taxes. 

If 
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If  the  borrower  did  not,  at  the  appointed  time, 
reimburfe  the  firm  borrowed,  together  with  the 
i annual  intereft  of  feven  per  cent,  the  effeéts  de  - 
pofited  were  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate,  until 
the  entire  difcharge  of  the  debt.  This  fort  of 
loan,  which  was  to  ceafe  in  1791?  has  been  pro- 
longed until  1801  ; and  the  intereft  is  employed 
for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  to  make  up  any  de- 
ficiency which  may  take  place  under  the  head  of 
taxes.  This  paper- money,  which  no  law  forced 
into  a compulfory  circulation,  was  fo  frequently 
offered  in  the  courfe  of  private  tranfaftions,  that 
it  could  not  be  refufed.  It  fuffered  a deprecia- 
tion of  twenty  per  cent,  but  at  prefent  it  is  fcarcely 
below  par,  except  in  purchafmg  foreign  bills, 
when  it  is  at  ninety-nine  per  cent,  otherwife  it  is 
at  par  with  bank  notes  and  fpecies. 

To  two  banks,  inftituted  in  Charlefton  three 
or  four  years  ago,  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed,  that 
a period  has  been  put  to  this  depreciation  of  the 
paper- money,  and  all  commercial  operations  are 
now  carried  on  with  greater  facility  ; the  moft 
fubftantial  houfes  were  formerly  obliged  to  pay 
five  per  cent  intereft  a month  for  hard  cafli.  This 
is  more  or  lefs  the  cafe  in  all  the  trading  towns  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  yet  very  common  for 
planters  to  borrow  money  on  mortgage  at  the 
fame,  nay,  higher  intereft.  This  may,  however, 
Dd  3 in 
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in  part  be  occafioned  by  the  general  fcarcity  of 
fpecies,  and,  in  peculiar  cafes,  from  the  circum- 
fcribed  fortunes  of  the  planters,  perhaps  alfo  from 
their  prodigal  mode  of  life,  by  which  they  are 
obliged  to  refort  to  fuch  refources. 

This  notorious  fcarcity  of  money,  as  well  as 
the  poverty  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina 
were  reduced  by  the  defolation  of  the  Englifli,  in- 
duced the  legiflature  in  1788  to  grant  the  debtors, 
an  induit  for  five  years,  on  condition  of  their  pay- 
ing yearly  a fifth  part  of  their  debt,  and  giving 
fecurity  for  the  whole. 

In  South  Carolina  there  are  two  banks.  One 
is  a branch  of  that  of  the  United  States.  Its  feat 
is  at  Philadelphia,  and  its  capital  belongs  to  that 
of  the  chief  bank.  It  was  inftituted  in  ] 790,  and 
is  managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  all  the  other 
branches  of  that  bank.  The  dividend  is  at  pre- 
fent  one  half  per  cent. 

In  1702  another  bank  was  eftablifhed  by  feveral 
merchants  of  the  town,  under  the  name  of  the 
South  Carolina  bank.  The  capital  confifted  at 
firft  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  five 
thoufand  fhares  of  forty  dollars  each  ; but  the  fol- 
lowing year  it  was  increafed  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  by  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
new  fliares.  Lafi:  March  it  was  raifed  to  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thoufand  dollars,  by  five 
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thousand  new  lhares,  of  twenty-five  dollars  each. 
Thole  new  lhares  were  raifed  five  dollars  on  very 
juft  grounds,  fince  the  holders  of  the  new  lhares 
participate  in  the  benefits  arifmg  from  the  divi- 
dends not  yet  paid.  This  bank  is  not  yet  incor- 
porated ; the  fecurity  of  the  ftockholders,  and  of 
thofe  who  accept  their  notes,  depends  therefore 
entirely  on  the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  on  the 
private  property  of  the  directors,  as  far  as  it  is 
known.  It  will  be  incorporated,  it  feems,  during 
the  next  feffion  of  the  legiftature.  This  bank 
regulates  the  dividends  every  three  months.  In 
the  years  1792  and  1793,  thefe  amounted  to  nine 
per  cent;  and  in  1794*  1 705,  and  the  firft  fix 
. months  of  1 796,  to  fifteen  per  cent.  The  direc- 
tors alfo  ftate,  that  they  have  kept  back  and  laid 
by  fixty  thoufimd  dollars  out  of  the  profits.  The 
bank  tranfaCts  bufinefs  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
other  banks  in  America,  but  it  is  faid  to  have  ex- 
ceeded, in  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  that  pro- 
portion to  its  capital,  which  prudent  directors  of 
a bank  generally  obferve,  But  fuccefs  has  jufti- 
fied  the  management  of  the  directors,  as  its  credit 
is  at  prefent  more  firmly  eftablifhed  than  ever. 
The  increafe  of  the'  capital  ftock  enables  the  di- 
rection to  enlarge  the  bufinefs  of  the  bank,  with- 
out overleaping  the  bounds  of  prudence  ; and  the 
D d 4 capital 
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capital  is  intended  to  be  increafed  to  one  million  t 
of  dollars  within  two  years. 

The  inftitution  of  thefe  two  banks  has  been  at?  I 
tended  in  Carolina  with  the  fame  effects,  which 
banks  generally  produce  in  all  trading  countries  ; 
nay,  the  refaits  have  been  rather  more  beneficial 
in  this  country,  becaufe  the  fcarcity  of  money  j 
was  here  uncommonly  great.  Trade  and  com- 
merce have  been  greatly  enlarged  by  means  of 

i|' 

the  money  advanced  to  the  merchants,  and  by 
other  circumilances.  The  trade  to  India,  in  which 
Charlefton  yearly  employs  fome  flips,  has  been 
increafed,  and  agriculture  raifed  by  fums  of  mo? 
ney  advanced  to  diftreffed  planters,  whofe  fettle? 
ments  would  otherwife  have  been  fold.  The  bank 
has  alfo  affrfted  the  company  of  the  Santee- canal  ! 
with  confiderable  fums,  and  thus  promoted  this 
work,  which  is  generally  deemed  highly  impor- 
tant for  the  agriculture  and  trade  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Its  notes  circulate  alfo  in  Georgia. 

Few  planters  pofiefs  any  confiderable  fortunes, 
excepting  a Mr.  Bligh,  whorefides  in  England, 
and  is  proprietor  of  fome  very  fine  and  valuable 
plantations  in  South  Carolina.  He  has  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  negroes,  and  raifes 
yearly  from  three  thoufknd  five  hundred  to  four 
thoufand  five  hundred  barrels  of  rice.  They  feel 
yet  the  confequences  of  the  war,  though  in  a lefs  j 

fenfible  j 
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fcnfible  degree  ; moft  of  them  are  ftill  involved 
in  debt,  and  owe  confiderable  fams  to  merchants, 
either  for  negroes,  fmce  the  time  when  it  was  ftill 
lawful  to  import  them  into  Carolina,  or  for  the 
yearly  fupplies  of  their  plantations  with  provifion, 
for  which  the  harveft  is  intended  as  a fecurity, 
without  being  at  all  times  applied  to  the  payment 
of  their  debt.  Speculations  in  the  public  funds 
form  alfo  a confiderable  branch  of  commerce  to 
thofe  who  fpeculate  with  judgment  and  prudence. 
The  ftocks  of  the  Union  are,  from  the  fcarcity 
,of  money,  always  at  a lower  price  in  Charlefton 
than  Philadelphia. 

In  1788  the  importation  of  negroes  into  Caro- 
lina from  Africa  was  prohibited.  This  prohibition 
was  occafioned  by  the  debt,  which  the  planters 
had  contracted  ; and  by  the  neceffity  under  which 
£he  legiflature  found  itfelf,  to  fecure  the  payment 
of  it  by  pofiponing  the  inftalments,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  opening  of  a new  fource  of  debt,  before 
the  old  was  difeharged.  The  prohibition  extended 
only  to  1793,  but  was  afterwards  enlarged  until 
the  end  of  1 7 96  ; it  has  however  always  met  with 
ftrong  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  planters, 
which  increafes  in  proportion  as  their  eftates  are 
cleared  of  debt.  It  expires  on  the  lft  of  January, 
179 7«  Violent  debates  are  cxpeCied,  but  the 
friends  of  the  prohibition  are  likely  to  prevail, 
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efpecially  as  the  demand  of  Carolina  indigo  has 
decreafed,  and  the  back  country,  which  produced 
a confidexable  quantity  of  this  article,  and  for  this 
purpofe  flood  much  in  need  of  negroes,  now  needs 
them  lefs  for  the  culture  of  Indian  corn,  wheat, 
and  tobacco,  which  has  pretty  generally  been  futw 
ftituted  in  the  ftead  of  indigo.  As  to  the  con-* 
fequences  of  this  prohibition,  it  is  allowed,  on  all 
hands,  that  the  negroes,  who  were  formerly 
treated  with  great  cruelty,  have  fince  experienced 
a much  milder  treatment.  The  negroes  are  fold 
in  the  market  of  Charlefton  like  bullocks  and 
horfes  ; the  day  of  the  intended  auction  being  pre* 
vioufly  advertifed  in  the  newfpapers.  They  are 
expofed  to  fale  on  a fort  of  ftage5  turned  about, 
and  exhibited,  from  all  fides,  by  the  common 
cryer,  put  up  and  adjudged  to  the  higheft  bidder. 
This  fpedtacle,  which  is  offered  font  or  five  times 
a week,  renders  the  fpedtators  callous.  Popula- 
tion, which  in  well  managed  fettlemçnts,  increafes 
in  the  proportion  of  fix  per  hundred,  cannot  in 
this  ftate  be  averaged  higher  than  at  two  per  cent. 
A negro,  who  works  well,  cofts  from  three  hun- 
dred to  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a common 
negro  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a common  negrefs 
from  one  hundred  tq  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

§outh  Carolina  is  divided  by  nature  into  two 
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parts,  Upper  and  Lower  Carolina,  Along  the 
coaft,  and  more  than  one  hundred  miles  wefl> 
wards,  the  country  is  flat  and  level.  Here  are 
the  fwamps,  partly  formed  by  the  tide,  which  are 
called  tide -fwamps  ; and  partly  watered  out  of 
large  refervoirs,  which  being  at  a greater  diftance 
from  the  fea  than  the  former,  are  known  by  the 
nafne  of  inland-Jwamps . About  one  hundred 
miles  behind  them  the  country  fwells  into  hills, 
and  rifes  in  progreffive  gradation,  until  at  length 
it  terminates  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which 
leparate  the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  from  thofe  which  difchargç  themfelves 
into  the  Mifliflppi. 

From  this  natural  divifion  of  the  country  arifes 
a twofold  mode  of  cultivation.  In  the  low  coun- 
try rice  is  cultivated,  and  the  neceflary  corn  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  negroes.  The  land,  fituated 
between  the  fwamps,  which  feems  fandy,  and 
bears  nothing  but  pines,  might  be  fown  with 
corn,  but  it  remains  uncultivated  from  want  of 
hands. 

The  iflands  along  the  coaft  of  South  Carolina, 
and  even  fome  traéis  of  the  coaft,  were,  until 
thefe  late  years,  entirely  devoted  to  the  culture 
of  indigo  ; but  cotton  is  now  cultivated  in  its 
room.  In  the  upper  country,  where  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton  alfo  begins  to  gain  ground,  tobacco 
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is  raifed,  together  with  all  fpecies  of  grain.  The 
moil  opulent  planters  only  refide  in  the  lower 
country  ; people  of  lefs  property,  or  of  no  pro^ 
perty  at  all,  live  in  the  upper  country,  where 
they  endeavour  to  raife  a fortune  by^clearing  land, 
which  is  generally  fold  them,  on  credit,  for  one 
or  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  which  they  may  eafiiy 
fell  again  for  four  or  five  times  as  much,  after  they 
have  cleared  the  ground,  and  paid  the  purchafe- 
money  out  of  the  produce  of  the  firft  years. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Carolina  is  warm,  damp, 
unfettled,  and  unhealthy.  The  inhabitants  fuffer 
feverely,  every  autumn,  from  malignant,  bilious 
fevers,  which  cut  off  great  numbers  ; even  they 
who  are  moft  accuflomed  to  the  climate  cannot 
preferve  themfelves  from  fome  fits  of  the  fever. 
In  the  upper  country  the  climate  is  lefs  warm, 
more  dry,  and,  of  confequence,  more  healthy.  As 
to  the  back  country,  no  meteorological  obferva- 
tions  can  be  given,  as  the  very  ufe  of  the  thermo» 
meter  is  there  utterly  unknown.  In  regard  to  the 
lower  country,  they  are  very  regularly  taken  in 
Charlefton,  by  the  Medical  Society  of  that  place, 
which  was  inftituted  in  1 7Q 1 . Since  that  time 
the  mercury  fell  but  once  under  twenty-eight 
of  Fahrenh.  In  the  year  1/52  it  was  at  eighteen 
of  Fahrenh.  By  thefe  obfervations  the  higheft 
degree  of  heat  was,  in  1791,  ninety  of  Fahrenh, 
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(twenty-five  feven-ninths  of  Réaum.)  ; 1792, 
ninety-three  of  Fahrenh,  (twenty- feven  one- 
ninth  of  Réaum.);  1793,  eighty-nine  of  Fah- 
renh. (twenty-five  one-third  of  Réaum.)  ; 1794, 
ninety-one  of  Fahrenheit  (twenty-fix  two-ninths 
of  Réaum.)  ; -and  1795,  ninety-two  of  Fahren- 
heit (twenty-fix  two-thirds  of  Réaum.).  In  1 750, 
the  thermometer  flood  at  ninety-fix  of  Fahrenheit 
(twenty-eight  four-ninths  of  Réaum.)  ; 1 751,  at 
ninety-four  of  Fahrenheit  ^twTenty-feven  five- 
ninths  of  Réaum.);  and  in  1752,  at  one  hundred 
and  one  of  Fahrenheit  (thirty  and  two-thirds  of 
Réaum.) 

The  highefl  degree  of  cold  was,  in  1791, 
twenty-eight  of  Fahrenheit  (one  feven-ninths 
under  nought  of  Réaum.)  ; 1792,  thirty  of  Fah- 
renheit (eight-ninths  under  nought  of  Réaum.)  ; 
1793,  thirty  of  Fahrenheit  (eight-ninths  under 
nought  of  Réaum.)  ; 1794,  thirty-four  of  Fahren- 
heit (eight- ninths  above  nought  of  Réaum.)  ; 
and  1795,  twenty-five  of  Fahrenheit  (three  under 
nought  of  Réaum.)  ; in  1751,  the  thermometer 
flood  at  twenty- three  of  Fahrenheit  (four  under 
nought  of  Réaum.)  ; and  in  1752,  at  eighteen 
of  Fahrenheit  (fix  two-ninths  under  nought  of 
Réaum.). 

The  temperature  of  fpring- water,  inCharlefton, 
is  fixty-four  and  half  of  Fahrenheit,  and,  confe- 
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quéntly,  twelve  degrees  warmer  than  in  Philadel- 
phia. Rain-water,  kept  in  cifterns,  is  one  degree 
and  half  warmer  than  in  Philadelphia.  Thefe 
obfervations  have  been  communicated  to  me  by 
Dr.  Ramsay,  Vice-prefident  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety ; and  I have  been  afiured,  that  they  are 
exacft. 

The  gréât  quantity  of  land,  which  has  been 
cleared  within  thefe  laft  forty-fix  years,  and  is 
now  under  cultivation,  cannot  but  have  produced 
confiderable  changes  in  the  climate,  yet  no  cer- 
tain opinion  can  be  formed  on  thefe  obfervations, 
•which  have  only  been  taken  thefe  laft  five  years 
paft,  prior  to  which  none  had  been  made  fince 
1752.  The  hidden  alterations  in  the  thermo- 
meter at  Charlefton  are  very  confiderable  ; and 
although,  by  the  afiertion  of  the  Medical  Society, 
they  are  lefs  fo  than  formerly,  yet,  by  their 
own  obfervations,  they  are  fufficiently  important. 
Thus,  for  inftance,  in  1793,  on  the  28th  of  Octo- 
ber, the  mercury  fell  from  feventy-four  to  thirty  - 
feven  of  Fahrenheit  (from  eighteen  two-ninths 
to  two  three-ninths  of  Réaum.)  ; confequen-tly 
thirty- feven  degrees  in  the  courfe  of  one  day.  In 
1751,  on  the  lft  of  December,  the  mercury  fell 
from  feventy  to  twenty-four  of  Fahrenheit  (from 
fixteen  two-thirds  above  to  three  five-ninths  under 
nought  of  Réaum.),  or  forty-fix:  degrees. 

Winter 
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Winter  is,  in  Charlefton,  the  moft  plcafant  fea- 
fon.  At  the  fevereft  froft  the  foil  freeze  fcarcely 
two  inches  deep,  and  the  froft  contiiues  not 
three  days.  Yet  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fummer 
renders  the  human  frame  fo  fenfible  to  cold,  that, 
in  Charlefton,  five  or  fix  months  together,  they 
keep  fire  in  the  rooms  ; and  that,  to  the  beft  of 
my  information,  one  family  ufes  more  wood  i?i 
that  town,  than  two  families  in  Philadelphia.- 

North-wefterly  winds  prevail  in  Charlefton.  in 
winter,  and  fouth-wefterly  in  fummer  ; for  which 
reafon,  and  in  order  to  procure  as  much  frefh  air 
as  poffible,  hoftfes  are  generally  built  fouthwards, 
in  preference  to  all  other  pofitions. 

It  rains  much  in  South  Carolina  ; at  times 
a drought  will  happen,  which  continues  three 
months,  and  then  is  followed  by  a fall  of  rain  for 
three  wreeks,  or  a whole  month.  By  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  Medical  Society,  the  rain,  which 
fell  in  1793,  amounted  to  ninety-fix  inches,  in 
1792,  to  eighty-eight  inches,  in  1793,  to  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  inches,  in  1 794,  to  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  inches,  and  in  1795,  to 
feventy-one  inches. 

Although  Charlefton  ferves  as  a place  of  re- 
fuge to  the  cultivators  of  rice,  yet  it  is  not  free 
from  autumnal  fevers  ; intermittent  and  bilious 
fçvers,  the  epidemic  diftempers  of  this  country, 
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are  not  infrequent  in  this  town.  The  warmth 
of  the  bkod,  incrCafed  in  South  Carolina  by  the 
ufe  of  vine  and  fpirituous  liquors,  engenders  a 
difpoftticn  for  inflammatory  diftempers,  which 
manifefls  itfelf  in  fummer.  Confiderabk  num- 
bers were  cut  off  by  the  fever  in  1 792  and  I/Q4^ 
The  yellow  fever,  it  is  afterted,  raged  with  great 
"violence  fix  times  between  the  beginning  and  the 
middle  of  this  century,  but  has  not  made  its  ap«* 
pearaace  fmce  1748.  Some  phyficians  are,  how- 
ever, oî  opinion,  that  the  fever  of  1792  and  1794 
had  feveral  fymptoms  in  common  with  the  yellow 
fever.  However  this  may  be,  it  ha?  at  leaft,  fince 
the  fever  of  17Q3,  in  Philadelphia,  fhewn  itfelf 
every  where  ; and  it  is  a circumftance  peculiarly 
remarkable,  that  the  malignant  difeafes,  which 
carried  off  fuch  great  numbers  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  fpared  foreigners,  and  efpecialiy 
Frenchmen,  in  thofe  places  ; while,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  Charlefton,  they  frequently  fell  victims 
of  thefe  cruel  maladies.  Upon  the  whole,  how- 
ever, Charlefton  is  fuppofed  to  be  far  more 
healthy  than  any  other  place  ; and  its  falubrity  is 
likely  to  increafe,  according  to  refearches  and  ob- 
fervations  made  by  the  phyficians. 

The  police  of  Charlefton  is  extremely  deficient 
in  thofe  meafures,  which  fhould  not  be  wanting 
in  any  populous  town,  fituated  in  fo  hot  a cli- 
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mate.  Cleanlinefs  in  the  ftreets,  as  well  as  houfes, 
is  greatly  negleéted.  Offenfive  fmells  are  very 
frequent;  feveral  burying-grounds  are  in  the  midffc 
of  the  town,  and  carcafes  are  frequently  fuffered 
to  lie  uninterred.  A bird,  which  in  point  of 
plumage  and  fhape  is  much  like  a turkey,  and  is 
known  in  the  country  under  the  name  of  turley 
buzzard,  foon  devours  the  carcafe,  and  merely 
leaves  the  bones  ; but  the  voracity  of  this  bird 
cannot  excufe  the  indolence  of  the  police.  It  is 
very  common  all  over  South  Carolina,  and,  in 
fome  meafure,  worfhipped  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  No  law,  it  is  true,  has  been  enadled, 
which  prohibits  to  kill  this  bird,  but  the  public 
opinion,  neverthelefs,  carefully  attends  to  its  pre- 
fervation. 

Meafures  tending  to  avert  or  indemnify  lodes 
by  fire  are*  equally  negleéted.  Three-fourths  of 
the  buildings  are  conftrudled  of  wood  ; and  the 
few  which  are  built  of  ftone,  are  roofed  with 
fh ingles,  though  numerous  tile-kilns  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town.  It  would  be  extremely  eafy, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  prudent,  to  nitro- 
duce  a fafcr  mode  of  building,  at  leaft  in  regard 
to  fuch  houfes  as  are  either  new  built  or  tho- 
roughly repaired.  From  the  conftruffion,  which 
has  hitherto  prevailed,  and  the  heedlefinefs  of  the 
negroes  (whofe  number  amounts  to  thirteen  or 
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fourteen  thoufand)  conflagrations  are  very  fre*^ 
quent  in  this  town.  During  the  time  of  my  refi» 
dence,  feventy-feven  houfes,  forming  a whole 
fquare,  encircled  by  four  ftreets,  wrere  burnt  down 
to  the  ground,  without  one  Angle  building  having 
been  faved.  Shortly  after  my  departure  another 
fire  broke  out,  which  was  ftill  more  dreadful. 
The  regulations,  relative  to  the  extinguifhmg  fires,, 
are  as  bad  as  the  mcafures  to  prevent  it.  Every 
one  haftens  to  the  fire  as  a looker-on.  There  are 
none  who  command,  and  none  who  obey,  either 
at  the  fire-engines,  which  are  not  only  few  in 
number,  but  alfo  in  a very  bad  condition,  or  at 
the  demolition  of  buildings,  by  which  a fire 
might  be  prevented  from  fpreading  farther.  The 
negroes  alone  are  employed  to  extinguilh  the  fire, 
with  the  addition  of  few  whites.  They  work  with 
zeal  and  fpirit,  but  without  much  ufe,  from  want 
of  a proper  direction.  What  a contraft  between 
this  confufion,  and  the  regular  activity  obferved  in 
fuch  cafes  in  the  northern  fiâtes,  where  every  in- 
habitant is  member  of  a fociety,  formed  for  this 
benevolent  purpofe,  and  haftens  to  the  fire  with 
two  leather  buckets,  which  are  to  be  kept  by  every 
houfe.  The  fire-engines  are  attended  by  men,  who 
tmderftand  the  buflnefs,  and  work  them  with  the 
utmoft  zeal  and  judgment.  The  leather  buckets 
with  water  pafs  without  interruption  from  hand 
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to  hand,  along  a row  of  men,  drawn  up  from  the 
houfe  on  fire  to  the  engine. 

So  far  from  any  free-fehools  exifting  in  the 
townlhips  of  South  Carolina,  as  in  New  England, 
there  are  not  even  fchools  where  children  can  re- 
ceive inftnjtdtion  for  money.  In  hopes  of  earning 
a comfortable  livelihood,  inftruétors  now  and  then 
cftablifh  themfelves  in  the  mo  ft  populous  towns 
and  villages.  Two  or  three  fchools,  where  the  in- 
ftru<ftion  is  extended  beyond  reading  and  writing, 
have  been  inftituted  in  South  Carolina  ; three  col- 
leges have  alfo  been  formed  by  the  legiflature 
within  thefe  laft  three  years  in  Charlefton,  Co- 
lumbia, and  Beaufort,  where  education  is  to  be 
finifhed.  The  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  for- 
merly fent  their  children  either  to  the  colleges  in 
the  northern  ftates,  or  to  England  ; but  now  they 
begin  to  difcern,  how  pernicious  it  is,  to  fend  chil- 
dren to  fo  great  a diftance  from  their  parents,  at 
an  age  when  they  have  fo  much  need  of  their  care 
and  advice,  and  to  expatriate  them  during  a period, 
in  which  all  their  habits,  fentiments,  and  feelings 
are  formed,  and  when  they  frequently  adopt  prin- 
ciples and  manners,  altogether  different  from  thofe 
of  the  country,  in  which  they  are  to  refide  for  life, 
nay  fometimes  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  their  native  land.  It  is  on  thefe  grounds 
that  the  legiflature  has  refolved  to  inftitute  three 
E e 2 colleges* 
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colleges,  which,  however,  are  not  yet  finiflied 
That  of  Charlefton,  which  begins  to  cxercife  its 
functions,  is  not  completed.  From  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  mailers,  the  fcholars  are  hurried  through 
the  courfe  of  their  {Indies,  fo  that  a youth,  fcarcely 
fifteen  years  old,  has  gone  through  all  the  clafles* 
He  has  thus  finiihed  his  ftudies  at  a time,  when 
he  iliould  fpend  three  or  four  years  more  to  com- 
plete them,  and  engages  in  the  bufmefs  of  life,  un- 
furniihed  with  any  means  of  defence  againft  the 
depravation  of  morals,  with  which  he  is  threat- 
ened in  South  Carolina.  Thefe  inconveniencies 
may  perhaps  be  redreifed  ; but  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  in  South  Carolina  to  provide  means  of 
inftruCtion  for  the  multitude,  nor  are  the  inhabi- 
tants feemingly  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  provid- 
ing them. 

No  manufactory  has  hitherto  been  eftablifhed 
in  South  Carolina,  excepting  a few  corn-mills  in 
the  back  country,  which  have  been  conftru&ed  on 
principles  fo  very  indifferent,  that  they  cannot  fur- 
nifh  any  flour  for  exportation,  but  merely  grind 
fuflicient  corn  for  the  confumption  of  fome  fami- 
lies in  the  lower  country.  The  opulent  inhabi- 
tants of  Charlefton,  as  wxll  as  rich  farmers,  ufe 
only  the  flour  of  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore.  A 
mill,  built  near  Camden,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  from  Charlefton,  after  that  ereCled  at 
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Brandywine,  begins  at  prefent  to  furnifh  good 
flour. 

In  different  places  of  this  ftate  tile-kilns  have 
been  ereded,  which  yield  their  proprietors  a con- 
siderable profit.  The  tiles  coft  eleven  dollars  a 
thoufand. 

Although  Carolina  is  furnifhed  with  live  oak, 
cedar,  cyprefs,  and  pine,  in  Ihort  with  the  belt 
timber  in  the  utmoft  abundance,  yet  not  ten  fliips 
are  built  in  the  courfe  of  a year,  and  thefe  only 
by  workmen  of  the  northern  Hates,  as  induftry 
lies  yet  dormant  in  Carolina,  and  the  merchants 
find  it  more  profitable  to  purchafe  their  Ships  in 
the  north,  or  to  get  them  built  there  of  timber, 
lent  thither  from  Carolina. 

The  price  of  Ihips,  completely  fitted  out  and 
ready  for  fea,  is  at  prefent  feventy-feven  dollars  a 
ton.  In  Beaufort  or  Georgetown  they  are  about 
ieven  or  eight  dollars  cheaper  : and  in  time  of 
peace  they  coft  in  general  a third  or  fourth  lefs 
than  in  time  of  war.  Iron  and  great  quantities  of 
hemp  are  drawn  from  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  though 
the  latter  article  is  already  cultivated  in  tolerable 
quantities  in  the  back  country.  Their  fail-cloth 
comes  from  Bofton  or  England. 

A fhip,  conftrudled  of  Carolina  timber,  is  ex- 
tremely durable,  if  it  be  repaired  in  time  ; the 
price  of  oak  timber  is  thirty-two  cents  of  a dol- 
E c 3 lar 
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lar  the  cubic  foot  ; oak  planks,  fix  feet  in  length, 
half  a dollar  ; fir  timber,  four  dollars  the  hundred 
cubic  feet;  mails,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  inches 
diameter,  and  from  fixty  to  feventy  feet  in  length, 
from  forty-four  to  forty-eight  dollars.  You  fel- 
dom  meet  with  any  of  a large  fize.  The  fouthern 
pine,  from  its  great  weight,  can  be  ufed  only  for 
lower  mails.  Cyprefs  planks  coft  two  dollars  and 
half  ; fir,  two  dollars.  Carpenters’  wages  arc,  for 
white  people,  two  dollars  and  half,  and  for  negroes 
one  dollar  and  half  a day. 

The  market  of  Charlefton  is,  generally  fp cak- 
ing, but  very  indifferently  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions.  Butchers’  meat  is  in  general  very  bad  from 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  from  the  feed  of  the 
cattle,  which  are  turned  into  the  woods  to  graze,  i 
In  winter,  the  bullocks,  which  are  deftined  for  the 
market,  are  fed  'with  the  ftraw  of  Indian-corn. 
This  beef  is  fomewhat  better  ; but  not  fo  good 
as  in  the  north.  Since  a great  many  families  have 
migrated  hither  from  the  French  Weft  Indian 
iflands,  who  fubfift  upon  gardening,  good  culinary 
plants  and  roots  are  more  frequent  than  formerly. 

The  price  of  beef  is  one-eighth  of  a dollar  the 
pound,  mutton  and  veal  one- fourth  of  a dollar, 
flour  from  the  north  twenty  dollars  a barrel,  and 
Carolina  flour  fifteen  dollars.  Salt  is  imported 
from  Turk’s  Iflands,  Portugal,  or  England,  and  j 

cofts 

/ 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  &C.  4,23 

cofls  one  dollar  a bufhel  ; fire- wood,  without  any 
diflinCtion,  is  five  dollars  the  cord.  Houfe-rent 
amounts,  upon  an  average,  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars ; there  are  houfes  for  which  thirteen  hundred 
dollars  a year  are  paid. 

The  abovementioned  Medical  Society  is  the 
«only  fcientific  inftitution  in  South  Carolina.  It 
was  eftablilhed  five  years  ago.  Several  members 
feem  anxioufly  deiirous  of  rendering  it  ufeful. 
But  indolence  and  inactivity  prevail  in  this  coun- 
try in  fuch  a degree,  that  there  is  reafon  to  doubt 
the  extent  of  their  exertions,  until  the  refaits  fhall 
jfhow,  that  it  was  fufficient  to  produce  any  bene- 
ficial effe&s.  This  indolence  in  regard  to  fcience 
is  a matter  of  fevere  reproach  againfl  all  the  fiâtes 
of  the  Union.  But  on  conlidering  their  fmall 
population,  and  the  profitable  employment  in 
which  the  major  part  of  thofe  inhabitants  are  en- 
gaged, who  poflefs  the  largeft  fhare  of  knowledge 
and  information,  we  fliall  find  little  reafon  to 
wonder,  that  the  fciences  make  fo  flow  a pro- 
grefs  in  this  infant  country.  But  a circumflance, 
well  qualified  to  excite  aflonifhment,  is  this,  that 
the  different  literary  focieties,  which  under  a va- 
riety of  names  have  been  formed  in  the  United 
States,  have  not  yet  adopted  any  means  for  diffu- 
sing the  knowledge  of  ufeful  machines,  of  agri- 
cultural improvements,  &c.  as  for  this  purpofe  it 
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would  be  fufficient  to  tranflate  certain  articles  of 
European  books  or  journals.  Again,  it  is  a mat?-, 
ter  of  furprife,  that  thefe  focieties  fiiould  not  cor- 
refpond,  and  communicate  to  each  other  their  ob- 
fervations  on  epidemic  difeafes,  on  the  moft  pro- 
per treatment  of  them,  fandtioned  by  experience, 
on  the  beft  preventatives,  and  many  other  fubjedts 
of  great  national  importance,  which  might  fo 
eafily  be  done  in  the  United  States.  Thefe  focie- 
ties are  alone  able  to  eftedl  this  ufeful  purpofe  ; 
and  were  they  compofed  of  members  as  deeply 
learned  as  thofe  of  the  Royal  Society  in  London, 
and  of  the  Academy  of  Paris,  this  profound  eru- 
dition would  prove  perfectly  ufelefs  for  a confides 
able  length  of  time  ; that  is,  as  long  as  America 
fhall  only  ftand  in  need  of  that  plain  and  fimple 
inftrudtion,  which  is  fo  indifpenfably  necelfary  to 
the  profperity  of  the  country,  and  the  prefervation 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Phyfical  and  meteorological  obfervations,  care- 
fully taken  in  all  the  United  States,  could  eafily 
procure  information  of  a'  certain  defcription, 
namely,  fuch  as  concerns  the  influence  of  the 
fudden  clearing  of  wood-lands  on  the  tempera- 
ture, falubrity,  and  unfettlednefs  of  the  weather, 
and  on  the  change  of  the  wind,  which  is  fo  elfen- 
tially  important  for  the  fciences  and  the  interefts 
of  humanity. 

A library 
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A library  has  been  formed  in  Charleflon,  and 
is  fapported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  burnt 
down  to  the  ground  at  the  time,  when  the  Eng- 
lifh  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  town,  and  has  fmee 
been  confumed  again  by  fire.  This  library,  which 
is  not  yet  very  large,  confifts  of  well-chofen  boohs, 
and  is  yearly  encreafed  by  purchafe  as  well  as  do- 
nations. Although  the  fubferibers,  by  the  fub- 
fifting  regulations,  enjoy  but  a very  limited  right 
of  making  ufe  of  the  boohs,  yet  they,  who  wifli 
it,  can  eafily  obtain  them.  The  rooms  of  the  li- 
brary contain  fome  very  good  prints,  and  curious 
machines.  You  alfo  find  there  bones  of  an  extra- 
ordinary fize,  which  were  found  on  digging  out 
the  canal  of  Santee.  They  confift  chiefly  in  bones 
and  jaws,  much  of  the  fame  fize  and  fhape,  as 
thofe  which  are  found  in  feveral  parts  of  Ame* 
rica,  fuch  as  Kentucky,  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
and  Miffouri,  and  the  north-weflern  territory; 
they  are,  it  is  fuppofed,  bones  of  the  mammoth, 
an  animal  which  feems  fabulous  to  the  learned, 
fince  none  of  that  fpecies  have  hitherto  been 
found  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  In  the  opinion 
of  fome  they  are  elephants’  bones,  and  their  exr 
iftence  in  America  is  explained  according  to  Buf- 
fon’s  fyftem.  But  many  of  thefe  bones  exceed 
in  fize  thofe  of  elephants.  Shin-bones  have  been 
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found  of  ten  inches  in  diameter,  and  teeth  up^ 
wards  of  two  feet  in  length.  I have  feen  one,  to 
which  the  lower  part  of  the  jaw  was  yet  joined, 
and  which  weighed  upwards  of  fifty  pounds. 

Charlefton  is  full  of  Frenchmen  from  St.  Do? 
mingo,  and  of  commanders  of  privateers.  Some 
of  the  former  have  brought  money  with  them  ; 
at  leaft  they  have  not  all  fpent  their  fortunes  ; and 
many  earn  a livelihood  by  letting  negroes,  whom 
they  brought  from  St.  Domingo.  The  French 
planters  and  commanders  of  privateers  differ 
widely  in  their  political  opinions  ; but  the  love  of 
gaming  reconciles  them  all,  and  in  the  French 
gaming -houfes,  which  are  very  numerous  in 
Charlefton,  Ariftocrats  and  Sans-culottes  mix  in 
friendly  intercourfe,  and  indifcriminately  fur- 
round  the  tables.  It  is  afferted,  that  they  play 
yery  high. 

The  principles  of  the  French  demagogues  pre- 
dominated long  in  Charlefton.  For  feveral  years 
a Jacobin  club  exifted  in  this  town,  of  which 
Mr.  Harper,  at  prefent  a violent  Federalift,  was 
member.  The  French  conful  Mangoury,  pre- 
deceflbr  of  the  prefent  conful,  was  a confiant 
member  of  this  club.  But,  although  he  was  con- 
ful and  agent  of  the  French  nation,  and  prefident 
of  the  club,  yet  he  was  denounced  by  a common 
feaman  on  account  of  his  uncivic  conduit,  and 
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was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  humiliation  of 
hearing  his  exclufion  propofed  by  the  daring  fea- 
man,  which  motion,  however,  fell  to  the  ground, 
through  the  eloquence  of  a barber.  At  the  altera- 
tion of  the  French  conftitution  this  club  fhared 
the  fate  of  all  other  Jacobin  meetings;  at  the 
time  of  its  diffolution  it  confifted  entirely  of 
Frenchmen,  all  the  Americans  having  withdrawn 
prior  to  that  event. 

Among  the  emigrants  from  St.  Domingo  Dr. 
Polony  holds  a diftinguilhed  rank.  He  poffefTes 
an  uncommon  Rock  of  profound  learning,  and  is 
member  of  feveral  literary  focieties  in  Europe. 
Repeated  travels  in  the  northern  and  fouthern 
Rates,  and  his  extenfive  information,  enabled  him 
to  communicate  to  the  Academy  of  Paris  a great 
variety  of  ufeful  obfervations.  As  naturaliR  and 
chemift,  he  wras  peculiarly  efieemed  by  Count 
Buffon.  He  has  a complete  work  on  St.  Do- 
mingo ready  for  the  prefs  ; the  little  I have  read 
of  it,  appeared  to  me  replete  with  found  argu- 
ment and  luminous  philofophical  difcuffion.  In 
regard  to  wdiat  he  fays  on  the  diflempers  incident 
to  hot  countries,  I am  no  competent  judge;  but  it 
feems  to  contain  a great  variety  of  profound  re- 
fearches,  and  keen,  elaborate  obfervations. 

1 met  in  CharleRon  with  a fchool- fellow  of 
mine,  Mr.  de  la  Chapelle,  a man  of  uncom- 
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mon  worth,  and  of  the  noblefl:  and  molt  gene^ 
rons  mind.  He  has  faved  no  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  Louis  d?or  ; and  yet  from  his  frugal  mode 
©f  life  he  is  able  to  do  much  good  to  others,  by 
Whom  however  his  kindnefs  is  frequently  abufed. 

GOOSE  CREEK. 

During  my  refidence  in  Philadelphia  in  thé 
Winter  of  1 7Q5, 1 promifed  Mr.  Isard  to  pay  him 
a vifit  at  his  country- feat,  if  I fhould  ever  come  to 
South  Carolina.  He  was  member  of  the  Con- 
gre is  at  the  time,  when  the  conftitution  was1 
framed.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  revolution, 
'when  he  entered  on  his  political  career,  he  has 
conftantly  performed  his  functions  with  that  ho? 
nefiy,  zeal,  and  diftintereftednefs,  which  form  the 
confpicuous  features  of  his  character.  His  private 
concerns,  which  had  feverely  fullered  from  the 
devaluations  of  the  Engliih,  were  ftill  more  de«= 
ranged  by  his  long  abfence,  and  his  family  is  very 
numerous.  From  thefe  motives,  as  well  as  frond 
his  love  of  a retired  life,  he  refigned  his  lhare  in 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  from  which 
neither  honour  nor  profit  can  be  derived  in  this 
country.  He  fettled  accordingly  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  intends  to  fpend  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  partly  in  the  country  and  partly  in  town, 
furrounded  by  a numerous  family,  by  whom  he  is 
\ evidently 
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evidently  loved  and  refpeéted.  He  is  a fincere  and 
zealous  partifan  of  the  federalift  iyftem,  which  is 
far  from  being  popular  in  South  Carolina.  But 
they  who  differ  from  him  in  opinion  on  this  fub- 
jetft,  at  the  fame  time  do  juftice  to  his  character  ; 
and  having  travelled  much  in  Europe,  the  infor- 
mation he  poffeffes  is  of  a more  pleafmg  caff,  than 
is  generally  acquired  by  Americans.  His  lady, 
who  is  univerfally  refpeefted  in  the  country,  pof- 
feffes a cultivated  mind  ; fhe  is  amiable  and  polite, 
and  has  paffed  fome  years  in  Europe  with  feveral 
of  her  children* 

The  eftate  of  Mr.  Ifard  confffts  almoft  entirely 
of  rice-fwamps  ; he  owns  three  or  four  planta- 
tions, very  conveniently  fituated  for  that  purpofe, 
and  by  all  accounts  well  managed  ; his  Haves 
amount  to  five  hundred.  His  manfion  is,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  only  a country- houfe,  built  by  his 
great  grandfather,  who  arrived  from  England  at 
the  time,  when  the  firft  fettlements  were  formed 
in  this  country.  It  is  very  feldom  that  eftates 
continue  here  fo  long  in  the  fame  family,  as  from 
a natural  propenfity  to  change,  the  barter  of  eftates 
is  common  among  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina. 

This  fettlement,  which  Mr.  Ifard  has  named 
Elms,  from  a fine  plantation  of  dm  trees,  which 
he  planted  himfelf,  contains  about  fourteen  hun- 
dred acres.  He  cultivates  only  three  hundred, 
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and  keeps  on  this  cftate  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
negroes.  Indian-corn,  bârley,  and  potatoes,  are 
its  ufual  produce.  A fwamp  of  about  one  hun- 
dred acres  is  well  fituated  for  the  culture  of  rice, 
and  is  already  in  part  applied  to  it;  he  is  now 
bulled  in  felling  the  remaining  trees,  to  devote  it 
entirely  to  this  purpofe. 

I have  feen  here  the  commencement  of  the 
procefs  of  clearing.  The  part,  deftined  for  the 
culture  of  rice,  is  furrounded  with  a wide  ditch  ; 
the  earth,  dug  out  of  the  ditch,  ferves  to  raife  a 
dike,  which  on  one  fide  has  one  or  twTo  openings, 
finit  up  by  locks,  to  let  the  water  on  the  rice 
field,  fome  being  conftantly  kept  in  a refervoir 
on  more  elevated  ground  for  this  purpofe.  Were 
it  not  for  this  dike  the  water  would  inundate  the 
•fwamps  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  fweep 
away  the  rice,  w hich  has  juft  fprouted.  When 
the  ditch  and  dike  are  fi  milled,  the  trees  are  cut 
down,  but  flumps  are  left  in  the  ground  as 
high  as  in  the  northern  fettiements.  The  fmali 
branches  are  burnt,  the  foil  is  fo.mewhat  loofenàd, 
and  the  rice  planted  amidft  thefe  large  trunks  of 
trees,  which  are  not  burnt  or  cut  into  fire-wood 
till  fome  vears  afterwards.  Mr.  Ifard  has  allured 

y 

me,  that  the  produce  of  the  firft  and  fécond  year* 
notwithftanding  the  trunks  of  trees  thus  partly 
covering  the  foil,  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other 
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ground,  no  part  of  which  has  been  loft.  This  i 
the  method  of  clearing  the  ground,  univerfally 
obferved  in  America.  The  produce  of  the  cul- 
ture of  rice,  as  variable  as  that  of  any  other  branch 
of  agriculture,  fluduates  between  two  and  four 
barrels  per  acre  ; Mr.  Ifard  obtains  three  ; the 
barrel  weighs  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds* 
Mr.  Ifard’s  land  yields  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  one  hundred  bufhels 
of  potatoes  an  acre.  A negro  cultivates  five  acres 
of  rice-field,  and  three  or  four  of  provijion , as  they 
are  called,  that  is,  Indian- corn  and  potatoes. 

Mr.  Ifard  is  a zealous  advocate  for  flavery  ; from 
all  the  accounts,  he  has  been  able  to  colled,  it  is 
his  firm  belief,  that  a free  negro  is  more  indolent 
and  vicious,  than  a negro  flave.  But  he  makes 
not  any  ill  ufe  of  the  unlimited  authority,  which 
by  the  laws  of  South  Carolina  the  planters  enjoy 
over  their  Haves.  The  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition 
is  obfervable  in  his  condud  towards  his  negroes, 
as  in  fad  it  is  in  every  adion  of  his  life,  unlefs 
the  vivacity  of  his  temper  is  wrought  up  by  his 
peculiar  opinions,  efpecially  on  political  fubjeds. 

Mrs.  Ifard  has  made  feveral  experiments  of  rear- 
ing filk-worms,  which  thefe  laft  two  years  have 
proved  uncommonly  fuccefsful.  Whether  in  this 
country,  which  is  fo  well  qualified  for  this  fpecies 
of  culture,  any  more  attempts  of  that  nature  have 

been 
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been  made,  I know  not,  but  Mrs.  Ifard  was  in-* 
duced  to  engage  in  them,  from  an  earneft  defire 
of  promoting  the  profperity  of  the  country. 

Goofe  Creek  is  the  name  of  the  parifh.  in  which 
Mr.  Ifard’s  eftate  is  fituated.  It  contains  about 
three  hundred  fquare  miles*  was  feveral  years 
without  a paftor,  and  has  but  very  lately  obtained 
one.  As  the  pay  of  the  clergy  is  raifed  by  fub* 
fcription,  fuch  planters  only  contribute  towards 
their  fubfiftence*  as  refide  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
church.  Devotion  is  not  a prevailing  fafhion  in 
this  country.  The  prefent  certain  income  of  the 
paftor  of  this  parifh  exceeds  not  fix  hundred  and 
forty-three  dollars  per  annum.  One  Sunday, 
which  I fpent  with  Mr.  Ifard,  I went  with  him 
to  church,  where  I found  fifteen  white  people, 
and  about  thirty  negroes  and  negrefles,  who  oc- 
cupied the  ailles  ; for  in  the  fouthern  ftates  the 
negroes  are  not  fuffered  to  mix  with  whites. 

The  road  from  Charlefton  to  Elms  runs  through 
Dorchefter  ; it  is  fandy  like  all  the  other  roads  in 
South  Carolina.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  town  the 
fand  has  lefs  compaélnefs,  and,  of  confequence, 
fatigues  both  men  and  horfes  more,  than  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  town,  on  account  of  the 
great  number  of  waggons,  which,  as  the  phrafe 
here  is,  plough  the  country . For  the  firft  three  or 
four  miles  the  houfes  ftand  pretty  clofe  together, 

but 
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but  farther  on  you  find  only  fcattered  plantations, 
the  buildings  belonging  to  which  feldom  ftand 
near  the  road.  The  only  inn  on  this  road,  which 
is  feventeen  miles  in  length,  lies  ten  miles  from 
the  town.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war  the  Eng- 
lifh  had,  during  their  refidence  in  Charlefton, 
either  from  motives  of  military  precaution,  want 
of  fire -wood,  or  luft  of  devaftation,  cut  down 
every  tree  within  ten  miles  of  the  town.  Ve- 
getation is  fo  very  powerful  in  this  country,  that 
all  thefe  trees  are  not  only  grown  up  again,  but 
have  alfo  attained  a confiderable  fize.  The  lux- 
uriance of  the  wToods  ftands  unrivalled  ; there  are 
eighteen  different  fpecies  of  oak,  particularly  the 
live-oak,  palmetto  or  cabbage-tree,  cucumber- 
tree,  deciduous  cyprefs,  liquidambar,  hickory,  &c. 
In  fhort,  all  the  fpecies  of  trees,  which  are  fo  ex- 
ceffively  dear  in  Europe,  ten  of  which  are  bought 
to  fave  one,  for  which  both  fituation  and  foil  are 
carefully  felefted,  and  which  yet  never  attain  any 
confiderable  height,  are  here  the  natural  pro- 
duce of  the  country,  and  thrive  moft  excellently. 
Equally  ftriking  to  Europeans  is  the  pleafing  lux- 
uriance of  fhrubs,  plants,  and  various  fpecies  of 
grafs,  which  diffufe  moft  of  them  an  exquifite 
fragrance.  My  firft  rambles  through  thefe  woods 
afforded  me,  therefore,  an  uncommon  pleafure. 

Some  parts  of  South  Carolina,  where  the  fand 
Vol.II.  Ff  is 
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is  iefs  fertile,  bear  no  other  trees  than  pine,  and 
for  this  reafon  are  called  pine-barrens.  But  even 
on  thefe  lands  grows  a fpecies  of  grafs,  which, 
though  inferior  to  that  produced  on  a good  foil, 
ferves  both  winter  and  hammer  for  the  feed  of 
horfes,  bullocks,  and  cows,  which  graze  in  the 
woods.  This  grafs  is  called  crab -grafs. 

At  feme  diftance  from  the  road  lies  a garden, 
where  a French  botanift,  who  is  paid  by  the 
French  government,  raifes  the  trees  of  the  coun- 
try from  the  feed  as  well  as  layers,  and  fends  them 
to  Mr.  Thouin  at  Paris,  with  whom  he  main- 
tains a literary  correfpondence.  The  name  of  this 
botanift  is  Michaud  ; he  has  refided  in  America 
thefe  fifteen  years,  and  traverfed  every  part  of  the 
country,  to  enrich  France  with  the  fineft  produc- 
tions of  the  United  States.  He  was  juft  returned 
from  the  Illinois  with  a rich  collection  of  beauti- 
ful plants  and  herbs.  He  peculiarly  extols  the 
vegetation  in  the  TenefFee,  where  he  has  difco- 
vered  a tree,  from  the  root  of  which  a beautiful 
pale  yellow  colour  is  extracted.  He  claffes  it 
among  the  fcphoras,  but  has  not  feen  it  in 
bloffom,  and  confequently  judges  only  from  the 
growth,  leaves  and  feed.  He  has  given  the  latter 
to  General  Blount,  who  has  offered  to  return  him 
the  plants.  During  his  abfence  two  negroes  took 
care  of  his  garden,  and  kept  It  very  clean  of  weeds. 

This 
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This  garden  anfwers  extremely  well  the  views  of 
Mr.  Thouin,  to  domefticate  in  France  the  great- 
eft  poffihle  number  of  the  productions  of  all  coun- 
tries, for  which  purpofe  he  has  formed  nurferies 
in  the  French  dominions,  under  different  degrees 
of  latitude,  to  accuftom  exotic  plants  to  the  French 
climate  by  infenftbie  degrees.  Mr.  Thouin  is,  in 
my  opinion,  one  of  the  brighteft  ornaments  of 
France. 

The  day  I returned  from  Mr.  Ifard,  my  very 
obliging  friend, rMr.  Pringle,  propofed  to  me  a 
trip  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Afîiley.  1 availed 
myfelf  wTith  much  fatisfaddon  of  this  opportunity, 
to  enlarge  my  acquaintance  with  the  interior,  and 
to  view  the  country- feats,  in  thofe  parts  which 
enjoy  the  greateft  celebrity. 

Charlefton  being  feated  on  an  ifthmus  formed 
by  two  rivers,  under  an  angle  which  is  very  acute, 
the  road  is  for  the  firft  feven  miles  exactly  the 
fame,  whether  you  intend  to  proceed  to  Georgia, 
North  Carolina,  or  any  point  of  South  Carolina. 
We  made  our  firft  flop  at  a fmall  plantation,  but 
very  lately  purchafed  by  Dr.  Baron,  a Scotch- 
man, and  phyfician  of  great  celebrity  in  Charlef- 
ton, where,  it  is  afferted,  he  makes  thirteen  thou- 
fand  dollars  a year.  Fie  is  a man  of  extenfive 
learning,  and  an  excellent  companion.  This  fmall 
plantation,  named  Fitteraffo,  conflits  of  four  hun- 
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dred  acres,  and  coft  him  four  thoufand  two  hun-* 
dred  and  eighty  dollars  ; it  is  fituated  on  a fmall 
eminence  near  the  river.  The  fite  for  the  houfe, 
for  none  has  hitherto  been  built,  is  the  moft  plea- 
fant  fpot  which  could  be  chofen  in  this  flat,  level 
country,  where  the  tedious  famenefs  of  the  woods 
is  fcarcely  variegated  by  fome  houfes,  thinly  feat- 
tered,  and  where  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  meet  with 
a pleafant  landfcape.  His  garden  is  feparated  from 
the  river  by  a morafs,  nearly  drained  * the  whole 
extent  of  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  is  nearly 
of  the  fame  defeription.  Dr.  Baron  intends  to 
purchafe  this  intervening  fpace,  and  to  convert  it 
into  meadow-ground.*  This  alteration  will  im- 
prove the  profpeft,  without  rendering  it  a charm- 
ing vifta. 

Hence  we  eroded  the  river,  and  flopped  at  a 
plantation,  lately  purchafed  by  Mr.  Pringle,  the 
former  name  of  which  was  Greenville,  but  which 
he  has  named  Sudan’s  Place,  in  honour  of  his 
lovely  wife.  This  plantation  is  likewife  without 
a houfe,  that  of  the  former  occupier  having  been 
confumed  by  fire  ; on  the  foundation  of  this  build- 
ing, which  remains  unhurt;  the  new  manfion  is 
to  be  eredied,  which  will  be  finifhed  this  fummen 
The  plantation,  which  confifts  of  four  hundred 
acres,  has  coft  him  onfc  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars.  The  fituation  is  much  the 

fame 
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feme  as  that  of  Fitteraffo,  except  that  the  mo^ 
rafles,  covered  with  reeds,  lie  on  the  other  fide. 
The  river  flows  clofe  to  the  garden,  and  the  fhips, 
which  continually  fail  up  and  down  the  river, 
may  anchor  here  with  great  convenience.  Yachts 
of  one  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far  as  Bacon- 
bridge,  twenty  miles  from  Ch^rlefton, 

Wc  made  another  halt  at  a houfe,  formerly  the 
property  of  Commodore  Gillon,  who  died  in 
very  deranged  circumftances,  bordering  on  infol- 
vency.  This  plantation,  which  has  accordingly 
been  made  over  to  the  creditors,  is  in  the  very 
worft  ftate.  The  Commodore  died  three  years 
ago.  The  houfe  is  tolerably  handfome,  and  the 
garden  is  laid  out  with  a more  refined  tafte,  and 
cultivated  with  more  care  than  gardens  generally 
are  in  this  country.  But  the  foil  is  fteriie  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  the  Commodore  wras  obliged  to  fup- 
ply  his  table  with  culinary  plants,  and  his  ftable 
wdth  fodder,  from  another  plantation,  which  he 
poflefled  three  or  four  miles  farther  diftant. 

Half  a mile  from  Batavia,,  the  name  of  the 
Commodore's  plantation,  ftandsMîddleton-houfe, 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Middleton,  mother-in- 
law  to  youpg  Mr.  Ifard,  which  is  efteemcd  the 
mo  ft  beautiful  houfe  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  out-buildings,  fuch  as  kitchen,  wafh-houfe,_ 
£nd  offices,  are  very  capacious.  The  enfemble  of 
F f 3 there 
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thefe  buildings  calls  to  recollection  the  ancient 
Englifh  country- feats.  The  rooms  in  the  houfe 
are  fmall,  and  the  outfide,  as  well  as  the  infide,  is 
badly  kept.  A peculiar  feature  of  the  fituation  is 
this,  that  the  river,  which  flows  in  a circuitous 
courfe,  until  it  reaches  this  point,  forms  here  a 
wide,  beautiful  canal,  pointing  ftraight  to  the 
houfe.  The  garden  is  beautiful,  but  kept  in  the. 
fame  manner  as  the  houle  ; the  foil  is  very  bad, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  plantation  is  al- 
together undeferving  the  celebrity  it  enjoys. 

We  flopped  to  dine  with  Dr.  Drayton,  at 
Drayton-hall.  The  houfe  is  an  ancient  building, 
but  convenient  and  good  ; and  the  garden  is  bet- 
ter laid  out,  better  cultivated  and  flocked  with 
good  trees,  than  any  I have  hitherto  feen.  In 
order  to  have  a fine  garden,  you  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  let  the  trees  remain  ftanding  here  and 
there,  or  in  clumps,  to  plant  bulhes  in  front  of 
them,  and  arrange  the  trees  according  to  their 
height.  Dr.  Drayton’s  father,  who  was  alfo  a 
phyfician,  began  to  lay  out  the  garden  on  this 
principle  ; and  his  fon,  who  is  paffionately  fond 
of  a country  life,  has  purfued  the  fame  plan.  The 
profpedl  from  the  garden  is  like  all  other  views  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  but  the  occupier  finds  it 
lefs  tedioufly  Uniform  than  travellers  do.  He 
pointed  out  to  us,  and  fpoke  much,  con  amove,  of 

a little 
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a little  hut  in  the  woods,  which  is  fcarcely  vifibie, 
and  of  a turning  of  the  river,  yet  no  village  is  to 
be  feen,  not  the  ftnalleft  eftates,  nay  no  huts. 
All  South  Carolina  contains  fcarcely  five  or  fix 
villages,  if  four  or  five  compact  houfes  defer ve 
this  name.  The  planter  refides,  throughout  the 
whole  country,  in  the  midft  of  his  negroes.  It 
is  a matter  of  general  cenfure,  that  Charles  II. 
divided  this  country  among  three  men,  without 
confidering  that,  divided  as  it  is  at  prefent,  per- 
haps among  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  people,  it 
is  yet  far  from  procuring  the  fiate  and  fociety  at 
large  the  advantages,  which  it  might  produce. 
Every  one  works  with  his  own  negroes  ; he  has 
no  opportunity  of  hiring  others,  as  every  one  has 
full  employment  for  his  flaves,  and  ftands  in  need 
of  many  hands  for  little  work.  In  regard  to  the 
northern  ftates,  the  period  may  be  determined 
with  fome  degree  of  certainty,  when  the  whole 
country,  which  has  been  wrefted  from  the  In- 
dians, will  be  cleared  ; but  not  the  leaft  idea  can 
be  formed  how  it  will  be  poffible  in  South  Ca- 
rolina to  clear  only  double  the  quantity  of  land, 
which  is  at  prefent  under  cultivation.  This  ob- 
fervation,  however,  applies  merely  to  the  lower 
part  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  country  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountains  is  inhabited  by  white 
F f 4 people, 
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people,  who  work,  as  every  where  elfe,  and  whole 
number,  it  is  afferted,  increafes.  yearly  by  new  co-r 
lonifts,  who  arç  emigrating  thither. 

On  our  journey  wre  met  a drove  of  negroes  (you 
cannot  ufe  a more  proper  term),  who  were  fent 
from  Cambridge  to  the  market  of  Charlcfton. 
Their  mailer,  an  advocate  of  Cambridge,  one  of 
the  diftridts  of  the  ftate,  has  reUnquilhed  his  plan- 
tation, to  employ  his  money  in  fome  other  branch 
ofbulmefs.  Planters  of  fmall  fortunes  do  this 
very  often  ; and  from  the  high  price  of  negroes  it 
is  at  prefent  done  more  frequently  than  at  other 
times.  They  were  about  one  hundred  in  num- 
ber, men,  women,  and  children.  The  fale  of  the 
hufband  is  not  necelfarily  connected  with  that 
of  the  wife,  nor  is  the  purchafer  of  the  mother 
obliged  to  buy  the  child  fuckling  on  her  breaft. 
The  advantage  ol  the  buyer  is  tfie  only  binding 
law7. 

That  part  of  the  foreft,  which  I did  not  traT 
veile,  on  my  way  to  Mr.  Ifard,  abounds  alfo,  it 
is  laid,  with  trees  and  bufhes.  Two  fpecies  of 
the  forrel  tree,  ( an  drome  da , Linn.)  the  azalea,  the 
fhow-drop  tree  or  fringe  tree  ( chionanthm , Linn.) 
honey-fuckle  with  red  blolfoms,  which  growls  in 
a fwampy  foil  ; the  falfafras  ; and  the  myrtle  of 
which  green  caudles  are  made.  The  berries  are 

boiled 
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boiled  in  water  ; the  fubftance,  which  fwims  on 
the  furface,  is  the  oily  matter  or  tallow.  A bufhel 
Qf  berries  yields  eight  pounds  of  candles,  which 
coft  twenty  cents.  The  red  paria,  or  Carolina 
horfe-ehefnut  tree,  which,  when  inoculated  on  a 
common  chefnut  grows  up  in  Europe  to  a very 
high  tree,  is  here  a fhrub  of  a middling  fize. 

To  feveral  trees  adheres  a yellow  grey  mois, 
w^hich  hangs  feveral  feet  dowm,  like  a beard,  and 
is  known  by  the  name  of  Spanifh  beard.  It  re- 
tains the  fame  colour,  both  in  wdnter  and  fum- 
mer,  and  bears  fmall  blue  flowers  in  fpring.  It 
clings  efpecialjy  to  oaks  and  elms  ; plantains,  ma- 
ples, cucumber  trees,  and  pines  are  generally  free 
from  it.  This  mofs  injures  only  the  beauty  of  the 
trees,  byt  alters  neither  their  growth  nor  leaves. 
In  gardens  which  are  wrell  kept,  it  is  taken  off 
with  iron  rakes  ; the  negroes  frequently  pull  it  off 
the  trees  in  the  woods  with  their  hands,  and  fell 
it  tq  the  upholfterers  of  Charlefton,  who  fluff  with 
it  mattrafies  and  chairs.  For  the  fame  purpofe, 
pretty  large  quantities  of  it  are  tranfmitted  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, New  York,  and  even  to  the  northern 
flates  ; for  though  it  conftantly  preferves  a cer- 
tain unpleafant  fmell,  yet  it  is  much  ufed,  from 
its  being  cheaper  than  wool  or  hair.  In  winter  it 
affords  good  food  for  cattle.  • 
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SANDYHILL. 

After  a refidence  of  twenty  days  in  Charlefton, 
Ï fet  out  for  Georgia.  From  the  exceffive  heat* 
it  becomes  neceffary  to  make  this  tour  before 
the  beginning  of  June*  in  which  month  the  heat 
grows  intolerable  ; and  the  dangerous  difeafes, 
occafioned  by  it,  ip  are  but  few  men?  efpecially 
ftrangers,  who  travel  through  thefe  peftiferous 
fwamps.  I fet  out  in  company  with  Mr.  Beait- 
yois,  a Frenchman,  a botanift^paffionately  fond 
of  his  fciençe,  and  a good,  worthy  man.  In  or- 
der that  we  both  might  retain  our  full  liberty,  we 
tired  each  a cabriolet , and  a little  negro.  We  pur- 
. filed  the  fame  road,  winch  I travelled  with  Mr. 
Pringle,  on  my  excurfioq  to  the  banks  of  the  Afh- 
ley,  until  we  reached  the  other  fide  of  this  river, 
that  is,  ten  miles  from  Charlefton.  To  this  point 
the  road  is  much  the  fame,  fand  and  woods.  The 
fand,  however,  is  not  fo  deep,  and  feems  to  be 
more  mixed  with  earth.  The  woods  are  equally 
beautiful,  and,  for  fome  miles,  the  plantations  lie 
more  compadl.  Sice  is  the  chief  article  cultivated 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Eight  miles  after  you  have  crofled  the  Afliley, 
you  pafs  an  arm  of  the  river  Stono.  The  bridge, 
by  which  you  crofs  the  river,  has  been  built  by 
General  Washington,  who  poffefies.  an  eftate 

in 
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in  the  neighbourhood,  which,  however,  is  not 
that  on  which  he  refides.  The  toll  is  confider- 
able.  I was  obliged  to  pay  a quarter  of  a dollar 
for  a cabriolet  and  a horfe  ; and  yet  the  farmer, 
who  takes  the  toll,  pays  the  General  no  more 
than  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  two 
thirds.  This  road  is,  therefore,  in  all  likelihood, 
not  much  frequented  ; a fuppofition,  which  was 
much  corroborated  by  the  final  1 number  of  tra- 
vellers we  met  on  our  journey.  And  yet  this  is 
the  great  Savannah- road,  wdiich  we  did  not  leave 
but  fix  miles  from  the  General’s  efcate. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  are  more 
afraid  of  the  rattlc-fnake,  than  thofe  of  New  York 
and  Pennfylvania.  Thefe  fnakes,  it  fhould  feem, 
are  more  dangerous  here  than  in  the  northern 
fiâtes  ; as  inflances  are  known  of  people  having 
died  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  they  were  bitten. 
According  to  the  aflertion  of  the  faculty,  the  bite 
is  mortal  only  when  a lymphatic  Veffel  has  been 
hurt,  becaufe  in  this  cafe  the  poifon  mixes  more 
rapidly  with  the  blood  ; every  other  bite  is  eafily 
cured.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate  renders 
the  poifon  more  deftruftive  than  in  the  northern 
fiâtes  ; for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  among 
the  great  number  of  people  who  are  bitten 
there,  there  fhould  be  none  whofe  lymphatic 
yeflels  were  injured,  and  yet  none  are  known 
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to  have  died  of  the  bite.  The  juice  of  plan - 
tago  virginiana,  Linn . or  the  root  and  branches 
of  mahuba  bruifed,  are  the  remedies  moft  corm 
monly  applied.  Either  of  thefe  plants  is  fuffir 
cient,  but  they  are  deemed  more  efficacious  when 
they  are  applied  jointly.  A tobacco  leaf  fteeped 
in  rum,  or  a fi  ngle  leaf  of  one  of  the  abo  ve  plants, 
takes  off  the  pain  and  dwelling.  Cesar,  a negro, 
difeovered  this  means  in  South  Carolina  ; he 
proved  its  efficacy  to  the  Afiembly  of  the  States, 
in  17SQ,  by  canting  a rattle -fnake  to  bite  him; 
and  obtained  for  this  arcanum  his  liberty,  and  a 
pendon  of  one  hundred  guineas  a year.  The  rat- 
tle-fnakes  are  as  peaceful  in  Carolina,  as  they  are 
in  the  north  ; they  never  bite  but  on  being  touched. 
However  great  the  fear  of  thefe  fnakes  may  be.  in 
this  country,  yet  they  are  not,  it  fhould  feem,  very 
frequent,  as  in  this  cafe  the  planters  would  un- 
doubtedly, from  motives  of  felf-intereft,  fumifli 
their  ilaves  with  the  fame  thick  worfied  fpatter- 
daflres,  which  in  the  northern  fiâtes  render  the 
bite  harmlefs,  by  abforbing  the  poifon  ; and  which, 
for  this  reafon,  are  there  in  general  ufe,  inftead 
of  differing  the  negroes  to  work  barefoot  in  the 
fwamps  as  well  as  the  woods. 

General  Waffiington’s  friends  having  prevailed 
upon  me  to  call  at  the  General’s,  I did  fo  ; and 
from  the  genteel  reception  I experienced  on  his 
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pàrt,  we  foon  got  acquainted.  General  Washing- 
ton is  of  the  fame  family  as  the  Prefident,  but 
thèy  are  only  diftant  relations.  He  Served  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  is  generally  refpecfted. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  moft  opulent  planters,  and 
poffeiTcs  from  four  to  five  hundred  fiaves,  by  whofe 
number  wealth  is  jujlly  efti mated  in  South  Caro- 
lina, as  it  is  through  their  labour  that  riches  are 
amafied  in  this  country.  The  information  which 
1 obtained  from  him,  in  regard  to  the  culture  of 
rice,  appears  to  me  complete,  yet  I fliall  not  in- 
fert  it  in  my  journal,  until  it  be  corroborated,  and 
rendered  ftill  more  perfect  by  the  accounts  of  other 
planters.  I fhall,  therefore,  here  only  obferve, 

] . That  the  General’s  rice  fields  are  inland fwamps  - 
2.  the  General  fows  one  bufhel  and  a half  of  rice 
on  an  acre  ; 3.  the  medium  produce  of  an  acre  is 
two  barrels  of  rice  ; 4.  every  negro  cultivates  four 
or  four  acres  and  a half,  befides  two  or  three  acres 
of  provijion  ; 5.  by  his  calculation  a third  only  of 
his  negroes  work  in  the  fields,  the  reft  either  con- 
fift  of  old  people,  children,  and  fick,  or  are  em- 
ployed about  the  houfe  ; 6.  the  number  of  ne- 
* groes  increafes  every  year  by  a twentieth  ; 7*  every 
negro  earns  annually,  all  expences  being  deducted, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty- feven  dollars  ; but 
the  rice  which,  prior  to  the  war,  was  fold  for  two 
dollars  and  a half,  cofts  now  fix  or  feven  dollars 
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and  a half  ; 8.  the  ezpence  for  a negro,  includ- 
ing duty,  board,  clothing,  and  medicines,  he  efti- 
mates  from  twelve  to  thirteen  dollars  ; Q.  he  in- 
tends-to  erect  a mill,  to  fare  the  trouble  of  grinding 
and  fifting,  which  is  generally  done  in  the  plan- 
tations by  hard  labour. 

Thefe  mills  fave  confiderable  time  and  work  ; 
the  negroes  are  relieved  from  the  moft  painful 
toil,  and  able  to  -work  more  in  the  fields.  Ano 
ther  great  advantage  is,  that  the  rice  is  more  re- 
gularly hufked,  which  caufes  a confiderable  dif- 
ference in  the  produce.  An  able  hufker  delivers 
nineteen  parts  of  large  rice,  and  one  of  ricc-duit  ; 
but  an  indifferent  workman  only  ten.  Rice-duft, 
or  fmall  rice,  that  is,  fuch  as  is  too  much  ground, 
is  not  marketable,  or  fetches  only  half  the  price  of 
good  rice. 

By  all  the  obfervations  which  I have  been  able 
to  colleft,  the  culture  of  rice  is  in  an  improving 
Rate  ; the  be  ft  proof  of  which  is  the  greater  num- 
ber of  furrows  in  a given  fpace.  The  planters 
had  formerly  only  fifty-five  in  one  acre  and  a 
quarter,  inftead  of  fixty-five  or  feventy,  which  are 
made  at  prefent,  without  the  leaf:  prejudice  to  the 
fertility  of  the  foil,,  or  the  richnefs  of  the  ears.  An* 
other  improvement  concerns  the  mode  of  water- 
ing the  fwamps.  Upon  the  whole,  the  planters, 
more  enlightened  on  their  true  intereft,  feem  de- 
termined 
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termined  to  perfect  the  culture  of  rice  by  all  pof- 
fible  means.  The  rice,  from  this  plantation,  is 
tranfported  twelve  miles  in  carts,  and  frequently 
the  diftance  from  the  next  creek  is  ftill  greater. 
The  planters  are  now  raifing  a fum  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  for  the  confirmation  of  a canal,  ■which  is  to 
crofs  the  fwamps,  and  on  which  the  rice  may, 
without  the  leaft  difficulty,  be  conveyed  to 
Charlefton.  This  canal  is  to  be  ten  miles  in. 
length,  and  the  expence  is  eftimated  at  thirty- 
eight  or  forty  thoufand  dollars.  I affifted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  commiffioners,  relative  to  the 
befl  means  of  conftraéting  it.  For  this  purpofe 
it  has  been  propofed,  either  to  caufe  every  planter 
to  work  at  the  canal  with  a certain  number  of 
negroes,  proportionate  to  the  greater  or  lefs  dif- 
tance of  his  plantation  from  the  canal  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  fwamps,  or  the  number  of  his  flayes, 
or  to  charge  one  planter  with  the  ccnftrudiion  of 
the  whole  canal,  and  make  every  planter  contri- 
bute to  the  expence  in  the  above  proportion. 
Good  planters  are  of  the  latter  opinion,  becaufe 
the  adoption  of  the  former  would  leflen  the  num- 
ber of  their  workmen,  and,  of  confequence,  their 
gain.  The  meeting  deliberated  on  thefe  queftions, 
but  came  to  no  determination.  That  one  fingle 
planter  fhould  be  able  to  undertake  this  work, 
may  be  explained  by  the  circumftance,  that  there 
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are  many  bad  planters,  who  let  their  negroes  atf 
a high  price.  The  meeting  terminated  in  a din- 
ner, like  all  fimilai  meetings  in  England,  with 
this  difference  only,  that  this  dinner  was  given, 
not  in  a good  tavern,  but  in  a miferable  inn, 
where,  from  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  flair- cafe, 
the  go  efts  were  under  the  neceffity  of  working 
up  their  way  to  the  dining-room  by  the  aid  of  a 
ladder.  It  was  a cold  dinner,  and  the  liquors 
ftrved  up  were  mm,  brandy,  and  geneva,  which 
the  gentlemen  of  the  meeting  quaffed,  as  if  they 
had  been  the  moft  delicious  champagne.  The 
General,  whofe  turn  it  was  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany, had  provided  the  wdiole  dinner.  The  cul- 
ture of  rice  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly  increafed 
by  the  conftrudlion  of  this  canal.  By  General 
Walhington’s  account,  as  many  fwamps  remain 
ftiil  uncultivated  as  are  under  cultivation. 

His  own  plantations  are  all  fituated  in  the  vici- 
nity of  his  manfion,  without  joining  each  other. 
One  diredlor  has  the  fuperintendance  over  all  the 
plantations,  and  under  him  fpecial  infpeeflors  are 
appointed  for  every  plantation.  He  cultivates  two- 
hundred  acres  with  Indian  corn  or  potatoes  ; the 
average  produce  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  bufhels 
of  Indian  corn  per  acre. 

The  rice-planters  cultivate  no  more  Indian 
corn  and  potatoes,  than  they  want  for  their  own 

con- 
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confumptiort,  and  that  of  their  negroes.  By  cul- 
tivating more,  they  would,  in  their  opinion,  wafte 
their  time  in  a lefs  profitable  labour  ; and  many 
planters  would  rather  purchafe  all  their  provifions, 
than  raife  it  in  their  own  fields,  were  not  the 
carriage  fo  very  expenfive. 

All  the  planters  keep  great  numbers  of  oxen, 
cows,  and  pigs,  which  procure  their  food  eafily, 
and  without  the  leaft  expence,  in  the  large  forefcs, 
which  belong  to  the  plantations.  Horfes  are  alfo 
frequently  turned  into  the  woods  ; but  the  true 
amateurs  of  horfes,  many  of  whom  are  found 
among  the  planters,  fend  them  rather  to  graze  on 
a field,  which  the  year  before  was  fown  with  In* 
dian  corn  and  rice,  and  on  which  the  fpecies  of 
grafs,  called  crab  grafs,  grows  in  great  plenty.  In 
woods,  where  the  grafs  of  the  preceding  year  is 
not  entirely  confumed,  and  where  this  grafs  might 
ftifle  the  new  growth,  it  is  burnt  at  the  beginning 
of  fpring,  and  the  young  grafs  thrives  better  than 
it  other  wife  would  do. 

The  price  of  fwamps  is  here  from  twenty-one 
to  forty-two  dollars  an  acre.  The  fituation  in 
regard  to  the  watering  of  the  fwamps  occafions 
the  difference  in  their  price.  Uplands  coil  from 
five  to  fix  dollars  an  acre,  but  are  feldom  fold. 
Indian  corn  cofts  one  dollar  and  a hulf  the  bufhel, 
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a cow  from  fix  to  nine  dollars,  and  a yoke  of  dxén 
forty  dollars. 

General  Wailiington  is  one  of  the  planters 
of  Carolina,  who,  in  order  not  to  relinquilh 
to  the  merchants  of  Charlefton  the  great  pro-* 
fits  on  the  fale  of  rice,  have  tranfmitted  it  them- 
felves  to  England.  The  refaits  of  this  ope- 
ration are  not  yet  known.  Ail  the  planters  are 
highly  pleafed  with  the  high  price  of  rice,  yet 
the  moft  prudent  of  them  adopt  not  a more  ex- 
penfive  way  of  living,  but  convert  their  gains  into 
capital.  They  are  fond  of  refiding  on  their  plan- 
tations, and  thus  fave  much  of  their  houfehold 
expence.  Yet  you  muft  be  accuftomed  to  fiich 
a refidence  to  be  pleafed  with  it.  Not  the  leaf!: 
variety,  as  to  foil  and  culture  ; furrounded  on  all 
fides  with  mud  and  water  ; few  or  no  neighbours  ; 
and  in  addition  to  thefe  unpleafant  circumftances, 
the  planters  are  deprived  of  the  greateft  pleafure 
of  cultivators,  to  fee  every  thing  grow  in  their 
fields.  In  the  month  of  June,  when  the  fwamps 
are  watered  for  the  flrft  time,  the  planters  retire 
for  four  months  into  the  town,  for  fear  of  the 
peftiferous  effluvia,  and  during  this  time  the  rice 
ripens  and  is  mowed.  The  white  director  of  the 
plantation,  who  remains  on  the  fpot,  muft  the 
iirft  dimmer  pay  for  this  refidence  either  with  his 

life. 
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life,  or  at  leaft  with  a dreadful  fit  of  illnefs  ; and, 
fhould  he  lurvive  this,  yet  he  is  every  fummer  at- 
tacked by  a fimilar  difeafe  at  leaft  for  a fortnight. 
The  negroes  fuffer  not  from  all  thefe  noxious 
exhalations. 

In  the  General  is  united  to  his  other  excellent 
qualities  that  of  a benevolent  mafter  to  his  ne- 
groes. They  are  not  overburthened  with  labour, 
and  they  are  at  liberty  to  cultivate  for  themfelves 
as  much  land  as  they  choofe. 

Mrs.  Wafhington  feems  lefs  pleafed  with  a 
plantation-life  than  her  hufband,  whom  bufmefs 
frequently  calls  away,  and  whom  a pipe  or  a good 
dinner  often  retains  in  the  place,  whither  he  is 
■obliged  to  go. 

The  General’s  plantation  lies  in  St.  Paul’s 
parilh,  which  contains  fifteen  fquare  miles.  Al- 
though four  or  five  remains  of  churches  are  to  be 
found  in  this  parilh,  yet  there  exifts  in  fadl  but 
one,  where  a congregation  can  aflemble.  The 
reft  were  burnt  down  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
and  they  are  in  this  country  not  very  anxious  to 
build  them  up  again. 

The  road  from  Sandyhill  to  Dr.  Pringle’s, 
brother  of  my  friend  Pringle  of  Charlefton,  is  as 
fandy  as  that  wrhich  we  have  travelled,  but  the 
fmall  bridges,  you  frequently  meet  with,  grow 
worfe  and  worfe.  We  crofifed  in  a ferry  the  river 
G g 2 Edifto 
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Edifto  or  Pompon,  which  rifes  two  hundred  miles 
higher  up  the  country,  and  on  which  the  tim- 
ber from  the  forefts  of  further  Carolina,  that  are 
one  hundred  miles  diftant  from  Charlefton,  is 
floated  to  this  city. 

Dr.  Pringle  refides  in  the  townfhip  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  cultivates,  of  nineteen  hundred 
acres,  which  compofe  his  eftate,  two  hundred 
acres  of  fwamps,  and  forty  acres  high  land.  If 
he  had  more  hands  to  difpofe  of,  he  might  culti- 
vate more  ; but  he  poffefles  only  a fmall  fortune  ; 
and  planters  thus  circumftanced  can  very  feldom 
raife  the  neceffary  money  for  the  conftrudtion  of 
machinery.  He  has  explained  to  me  the  whole 
procefs  of  the  culture  and  preparation  of  the  rice  ; 
and  the  information  I received  from  him  on  this 
fuhjeét,  agrees  fo  perfectly  with  that  which  I have 
colleéled  in  three  or  four  other  different  places, 
that  I think  myfelf  fully  informed  on  this  head. 
Rice  is  commonly  fown  about  this  time  ; fome 
have  cdready  done  it,  and  others  commence  in  a 
fortnight. 

The  country  is  full  of  that  fpecies  of  crocodile, 
which  by  naturalifts  are  called  caimans.  We  faw 
a fmall  one  at  the  General’s,  which  had  been 
killed  by  his  huntfman.  On  a walk  we  took 
with  Dr.  Pringle,  we  faw  two,  which  lay  aileep 
near  a large  iwampy  ditch  ; both  w ere  of  con- 
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fiderable  fize,  and  one  meafured  from  the  head  to 
the  extremity  of  the  tail  upwards  of  twelve  feet. 
We  obferved  them  perfectly  at  our  eafe,  at  the 
diftance  of  twelve  paces.  The  noife  we  made, 
after  five  or  fix  minutes,  having  roufed  them  from 
their  deep,  they  jumped  into  the  water.  This 
animal  very  feldom  touches  a man,  however  near 
it  may  be  to  him  ; it  conflantly  flees,  when  on 
land  ; but  in  the  water  it  is  faid  to  be  fiercer.  A 
few  years  ago,  a caiman  bit  off  the  leg  of  a wo- 
man, while  fhe  w^as  bathing.  It  more  frequently 
attacks  dogs,  wdiich  at  times  it  carries  off  in  the 
prefence  of  men.  Sometimes,  when  hounds  in 
purfuit  of  a flag  fwim  through  the  water,  they 
feizé  both  hounds  and  deer,  and  pull  them'  down 
to  the  bottom,  without  their  ever  appearing  again. 
The  fcaies,  with  which  the  caiman  is  coated,  ren- 
der it  invulnerable,  unlefs  the  wround  be  inflidted 
in  the  interflices  of  the  fcaies,  or  at  the  extremi- 
ties. 

The  rattle-fnake  is  as  much  dreaded  in  this 
country  as  the  caiman.  No  perfon  has  of  late 
died  of  its  bite,  which  proves  frequently  mortal 
to  dogs,  cows,  and  horfes,  although  cafes  of  its 
being  cured  arc  more  numerous.  On  the  w7hole, 
the  number  of  thefe  noxious  animals  appears  very 
inconfiderable.  By  Dr.  Pringle’s  account,  who 
has  feen  many  of  them,  they  arc  here  much  larger 
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at  the  fame  age,  than  in  the  northern  ftates* 
Thofe11  which  have  come  within  my  obfervation, 
are  of  the  fame  fize  as  in  Geneffee,  but  of  more 
vivid  colours.  The  bite  of  the  water  rattleffnake 
is  alfo  poifonous,  but  lefs  fo  than  that  of  the  land. 
The  derivation  of  its  name  is  not  known  ; for 
this  animal  has  neither  rattles,  nor  is  it  furnilhed 
with  the  two  fangs,  which  render  the  rattle-fnake 
fo  extremely  dangerous.  There  are  thofe,  who 
imagine,  that  it  is  the  female  of  the  rattle-fnake, 
while  in  the  opinion  of  others  it  forms  a diftinft 
fpecies  ; but  ail  this  relis  on  fuppofition,  as  in  fact 
do  many  things  in  natural  hiftory,  The  black 
ferpent  is  pretty  common  in  Carolina  ; it  is  very 
long,  and  purfues  thofe  who  attack  it  ; but  its 
bite  is  harmlefs. 

Panthers  are  fometimes  found  in  the  woods., 
but  they  are  few  in  number  ; the  aflertion  of  their 
having  attacked  men  is  contradicted.  Tiger-cats, 
wolves,  and  foxes  are  here  frequent,  and  fome- 
times carry  off  fowls,  fheep,  and  calves  from 
places  contiguous  to  inhabited  buildings.  But 
the  planters,  who  affemble  their  live-ftock  twice 
a year,  to  count  the  young,  and  pick  out  thofe 
which  they  intend  to  fatten,  charge  lefs  the  wild 
beafts  with  the  deficiency  they  difcover,  than  the 
petty  planters,  negroes,  and  other  workmen.  The 
winter  is  here  never  fo  fevere,  as  to  prevent  the 
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cattle  from  remaining  in  the  woods,  where  they 
find  plenty  of  food  ; fome  of  the  planters  feed 
them  with  the  ftraw  of  Indian-corn  and  rice,  but 
moft  kill  them,  as  they  come  out  of  the  woods. 
Mr.  Pringle,  who  keeps  from  feventy  to  eighty 
negroes,  and,  of  confequence,  is  no  great  planter, 
has  from  two  to  three  hundred  head  of  cattle. 

To  judge  from  the  acquaintance  1 have  made 
among  the  planters,  their  converfation  is  not  very 
interefting.  Their  time  is  chiefly  taken  up  by 
the  chace  and  the  table,  by  gaming  and  doing  no- 
thing, the  few  excepted,  whofe  parents  were  fuf- 
ficiently  rich  to  fend  them  to  Europe  for  educa- 
tion and  inftrudtion. 

Mr.  Pringle  holds  a diftinguifhed  rank  among 
well-bred  farmers.  He  finiflied  his  education  and 
ftudied  medicine  in  Europe  ; for  fome  time  he 
followed  this  profeffion,  but  now  praclifes  it  only 
from  motives  of  compaflion,  to  preferve  his  in- 
dependence. He  is  in  every  refpedt  a worthy 
man,  amiable  and  communicative,  plain,  and  fb 
happy,  that  his  equals  are  but  feldom  found.  He 
is  an  excellent  matter  to  his  negroes,  and  aflerts, 
againft  the  opinion  of  many  others,  that  the  plan- 
tations of  mild  and  indulgent  matters  thrive  moft, 
and  that  the  negroes  are  more  faithful  and  labori- 
ous. He  is  beloved  by  his  flaves.  The  cultivated 
part  of  his  plantation  is  in  the  beft  order,  and 
G g 4 the 
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the  number  of  his  negroes  encreafes  yearly  by  a 
tenth. 

In  the  neighbourhood  are  a few  very  final! 
plantations,  the  property  of  white,  people,  who 
keep  no  flaves,  and  who  of  fifty  acres,  which  form 
the  neceffary  qualification  of  an  elector,  cultivate 
about  twenty  with  their  oxen.  This  clafs  is  poor, 
and,  by  what  I have  been  told,  feems  not  to  de- 
ferve  much  refped:.  But  thefe  planters  evidently 
prove,  that  even  in  this  fcorching  climate  white 
people  can  perform  the  labour,  for  which  it  is 
generally  deemed  neceffary  to  employ  flaves; 
though  it  muff  be  confefled,  that  they  neither 
work  much  in  the  hotteft  feafon  of  the  year,  nor 
toil  in  thç  fwamps.  White  people  may  perhaps 
not  be  able  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  the  ne^ 
ceffary  labours  in  the  fwamps,  yet  it  is  of  impor-r 
tance  to  know,  that  they  are  capable  of  working 
in  the  upper  country  at  the  culture  of  grain,  po- 
tatoes, and  turnips.  Front  this  fad:  hopes  may  be 
entertained,  that  the  large  trad:  of  ground  which 
feparates  the  fwamps  from  the  upper  country,  and 
the  fertility  of  the  foil  of  which  is  apparent  from 
the  numerous  trees  it  bears,  will  be  cultivated. 

Mr.  Pringle  prefented  my  fellow-traveller,  Mr. 
Beauvois,  with  a petrified  oyfter,  found  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Columbia,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  the  fea.  Its  length  amounts  to  eighteen 

inches. 
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inches,  Englifh  meafure.  Ffom  the  circumftance, 
that  in  that  part  of  the  country  there  is  a confi- 
derable  ftratum  of  fimilar  petrified  fubftances,  it 
becomes  highly  probable,  that  this  whole  trad: 
was  once  covered  by  the  fea,  and  that  the  ridge 
of  mountains,  which  runs  from  Florida  to  Canada, 
formed  its  original  limit. 

In  the  townihip  of  St.  Paul  a free  negro,  who 
from  his  early  youth  carefully  ftored  up  the  pro- 
duce of  his  induftry,  poffeffes  a plantation  of  two 
hundred  Haves.  Inftances  of  this  kind  are  not 
rare,  I underftand,  in  St.  Domingo  ; but  fuch  a 
plantation  is  here  a phenomenon.  The  feverity 
excepted,  with  which  this  emancipated  Have 
treats  his  negroes,  his  conduél  is  faid  to  be  regu- 
lar and  good.  His  name  is  Pin  daim,  and  he  is 
eighty-five  years  old.  He  has  married  a white 
woman,  and  has  given  his  daughter,  a mulatto* 
to  a white  man. 

. 

RUPELMONDE,  ON  THE  RIVER  BEAUFORT. 

. 

As  long  as  the  roads  continue  of  the  fame  qua- 
lity, as  I have  hitherto  found  them,  fince  1 left 
Charlefton,  I lhall  not  anake  any  mention  of 
them.  I am  not  yet  tired  of  thefe  fuperb  forefts  ; 
but  on  traverfing  them,  you  cannot  but  regret* 
that  a foil,  which  bears  fuch  trees,  fhould  not  pro- 
duce any  thing  elfe,  and  that  nineteen  twentieths 
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of  that  foil  may,  perhaps,  remain  for  ever  uncul- 
tivated in  Carolina,  which  might  be  fown  with 
oats,  rye,  and  barley,  and  thus  remove  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  poverty  of  the 
country.  Nature  invites  this  country  to  a high 
degree  of  profperity,  the  non-attainment  of  which 
can  only  be  owing  to  the  negledl  and,  mifcondudf 
of  men. 

We  travelled  in  company  with  Mr.  Robert 
Pringle,  a worthy  brother  of  John  Pringle  of 
Charlefton  ; he  intended  to  introduce  us  to  his 
numerous  friends  at  Beaufort.  The  plantations 
along  the  road  are  few  in  number  and  mfignifi-. 
cant.  The  people  wTere  every  where  bufied  in 
fowing  rice. 

I had  a letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller  of 
Sheldon.  He  was  not  at  home,  but  his  lady  re- 
ceived us  with  great  kindnefs.  She  is  very  hand- 
fome,  and  endowed  with  excellent  qualities. 

It  is  frequently  the  fate  of  travellers  to  contract 
obligations  ; this  we  experienced  the  fame  even- 
ing, in  regard  to  a lady  who  refides  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Ifland  of  Beaufort.  The  veffel,  intended 
to  carry  us  over,  w^as  too  fmall  for  our  two  ea- 
hr lo Jets  and  horfes.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  wait  ; and  feeing  us  walking  up  and  down  the 
fhore,  fhe  invited  us  to  ftep  into  her  houfe,  and 
at  length  offered  us  a night’s  lodging.  Mrs.  Rap- 
pel 
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pel  refides  with  her  daughter  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  ferry,  which  belongs  to  her.  The 
mother  was,  fifteen  years  ago,  the  firft  beauty  of 
Charlefton  ; and  even  yet,  though  thirty-five  years 
old,  and  frequently  indifpofed  with  nervous  dif- 
cafes,  fhe  is  handfome  and  amiable..  She  gene- 
rally refides  in  Charlefton,  whither  ilie  returns  at 
the  beginning  of  June.  Whatever  praife  may  be 
due  to  our  European  gentility,  yet  in  no  part  of 
the  globe  fo  much  hofpitality  is  pradtifed  as  in 
America,  or  can  it  any  where  be  better  exercifed, 
than  in  South  Carolina. 

We  this  day  crofted,  by  a very  bad  bridge,  the 
river  Cornbabee,  which  feparates  the  diftridl  of 
Charlefton  from  that  of  Beaufort.  The  only 
remarkable  thing  we  met  on  this  journey  was  a 
large  caiman,  which  lay  dying  on  a ditch.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  head  with  an  axe,  and  was 
at  a greater  diftance  from  the  water  than  they 
generally  are.  We  difpatched  him,  and  found 
that  he  was  eleven  feet  and  half  in  length.  Thefe 
animals,  whofe  afpedt  is  as  frightful  as  the  ac- 
counts of  their  fiercenefs,  are  no  objects  of  fear 
with  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  ; travellers, 
therefore,  have  either  exaggerated  their  accounts, 
or  are  more  timid  than  the  inhabitants.  They 
are  killed,  wherever  they  are  met  with,  and  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  numerous  in  the  frefli  waters  of  Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

The  ftate  of  Georgia,  the  worft  regulated  part 
of  the  Union^  is  a compound  of  natives  of  all  Eu- 
ropean countries,  and  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Its  recent  hiftorv  is  a tiffue  of  con- 
tinual  difputes  among  the  inhabitants  as  well  as 
with  other  ftates,  without  the  lead:  mark  of  public 
fpirit.  This  moral  picture  mult  neceffarily  admit 
of  exceptions  ; I have  myfelf,  during  my  fhort  re- 
fidence  in  Savannah,  found  men,  who  would  do 
honour  to  any  country.  But  the  exceptions,  I 
apprehend,  are  few. 

As  late  as  the  laft  feffion,  a more  regular  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  has  been  eftablifhed  ; but 
it  is  not  yet  in  force,  nor  will  it  be  fo  for  fome 
time  to  come.  The  feffions  are  not  regularly 
held  ; the  empannelling  of  the  juries  meets  with 
great  difficulties,  and  yet  the  bufmefs  of  a lawyer 
k one  of  the  moft  lucrative  profeffions. 

Agriculture  is  much  the  fame  as  in  South  Ca- 
rolina. Cotton  is  cultivated  by  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  confider  it  as  a principal  branch  of 
their  trade,  without  paying  any  more  attention 
to  the  beft  mode  of  cultivating  it,  than  they  do 
in  South  Carolina.  Candid  planters  allow,  that 
they  are  far  from  having  attained  the  higheft  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  perfection,  the  attainment  of  which  will, 
in  my  opinion,  fooner  be  effected  in  South  Ca- 
rolina than  Georgia.  The  machinery  for  clean- 
ing the  cotton  is  here  more  frequently  employed 
than  in  Carolina  ; but  the  planters*  convinced  of 
the  difadvantages  attending  it,  relinquiih  the  ufe 
of  it*  and  expert  another  from  the  Bahama  ifiands* 
which  compleats  the  operation  fooner*  without 
injuring  the  down. 

The  back  country,  which  begins  behind  Au~ 
guita,  is  far  more  populous,  and  exports  tobacco, 
Indian-corn,  rye,  and  wheat.  Slaves*  as  is  afferted, 
are  more  numerous  on  the  other  fide  of  Augufta, 
than  on  this  fide.  There  is  no  planter*  who  keeps 
a confiderable  number  of  negroes;  but  the  fmalleft 
planters  buy  fome  as  foon  as  they  can*  leave  off 
doing  any  work  themfelves*  and  grow  lazy,  for 
which  the  mailers  of  ilaves  generally  feel  a ftrong 
difpofition,  encouraged  by  the  heat  of  the  climate 
and  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  country. 

The  law  of  the  land  permits  the  importation 
of  negroes,  and  this  is  the  only  flate,  the  ports  of 
which  are  not  yet  ihut  up  againil  this  odious 
trade.  They  are  not,  however,  imported  in  great 
numbers  in  Savannah  ; in  the  courfe  of  lail  year 
arrived  about  fix  or  fevcn  hundred  ; during  the  firil 
four  months  of  this  year  four  hundred  and  fifty 
have  been  landed,  and  two  or  three  thoufand 
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more  are  expeéïed.  Savannah  employs  no  fliip 
in  the  flave-trade  ; but  it  is  carried  on  in  lhips 
belonging  to  New  England,  and  efpecially  to 
Rhode-Ifland.  The  cargo,  however*  is  conftantly 
carried  to  Savannah,  without  the  leaf!:  certainty 
of  a profitable  fale,  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of 
money  which  generally  prevails,  and  becaufe  fo- 
reign merchants  are  as  little  fond  of  giving  credit 
to  thofe  of  Savannah,  as  thefe  are  of  crediting  the 
planters.  For  the  foie  purpofe  of  cultivating  fuch 
fwamps,  as  are  fitted  for  cultivation,  ten  fuccef- 
live  years  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand  negroes 
ihould  be  annually  imported.  A third  of  thofe 
who  are  imported,  are,  in  fpite  of  the  prohibition, 
every  year  fmuggled  into  Carolina.  Thefe  Afri^ 
can  negroes  coil  three  hundred  dollars  each  ; thofe 
of  the  Gold-coaft  are  the  bell  of  all,  and  next  to 
them  are  thofe  of  Congo  and  Ibo.  The  latter  are 
the  bell  labourers,  but  frequently  perilh  within 
the  firit  two  years. 

I witneffed  an  audlion  of  negroes  in  Savannah  ; 
and  although  it  was  a fhocking  fight,  yet  I was 
not  fo  affected  by  it  as  when  I faw  the  one  hun- 
dred negroes  in  Charleflon  driven  to  market. 
Thefe  were  grown  perfons  ; but  the  others  were 
children,  unacquainted  with  the  horrors  of  their 
fituation. 

Almofl  all  the  land  in  Georgia  is  good;  but 

different 
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different  in  quality  according  to  its  fituation  ; for 
at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea 
it  continues  rifmg  as  far  as  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains, which  are  connected  with  the  chain  of 
mountains  that  interfedts  the  whole  of  North 
America,  proceeding  from  Canada,  difappears  at 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; and,  under  the  name  of  Ta- 
pinambourg,  rifes  again  in  South  America,  after 
haying  firft  fhewn  itfelf  in  the  Antilles  : at  leaft 
this  is  the  opinion  of  feveral  naturalifts.  The 
lands  appear  better  here  than  thofe  fimilarly  fitu- 
ated  in  Carolina  ; and  from  the  Apalachians  to  the 
Miffifippi  they  appear  ftill  better. 

None  of  the  ftates  is  better  watered  than  Geor- 
gia. The  rivers  Savannah,  Oconee,  Alatamaha, 
and  St.  Mary  which  divides  it  from  Eaft  Florida, 
run  through  it  from  eaft  to  weft;  and  in  their 
courfe  receive  a great  number  of  creeks  and 
fmaller  rivers,  by  means  of  which  the  produdts 
of  the  inland  parts,  if  they  were  inhabited,  might 
eafily  be  conveyed  to  the  fea.  The  great  rivers 
Appalachicola,  Mobile,  Peare,  Palcacola,  and 
Governanti,  which  interfedt  Weft  Florida,  and 
empty  themfelves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have 
their  fource  in  Georgia.  The  river  Miffifippi,  by 
which  it  is  bounded  on  the  weft,  fince  the 

laft  treaty  with  Spain,  be  a certain  and  extenfive 
means  of  difpofing  of  all  its  produdts,  which  might 

be 
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be  fent  to  the  Antilles.  All  the  parts  of  the  coaft 
fouth  of  Savannah  are,  without  comparifon,  more 
healthy  than  Savannah,  or  than  the  coafts  of  Vir- 
ginia or  the  two  Carolinas  ; becaufe  they  lie  nearer 
the  trade-winds,  and  partake  of  the  advantage 
which  thefe  afford.  The  climate,  which  in  the 
interior  of  Georgia  is  not  fo  hot  as  in  Carolina,  is 
much  milder  in  winter.  There  is  feldom  any 
fnow  here,  and  where  there  is,  it  foon  melts  away. 
Except  in  the  fwampy  parts,  fewer  difeafes  pre- 
vail here  than  in  Carolina  ; and  frefh  fprings  of 
water  are  to  be  met  with  every  where. 

To  thefe  advantages  may  be  added  the  facility 
in  paffinsr  between  the  continent  and  the  iflands 
that  lie  along  the  coaft,  the  communication  with 
all  of  them  being  perfectly  fafe,  and  there  being 
no  occafion  to  go  out  into  the  open  fea.  Thefe 
iflands  are  for  the  moil;  part  fpacious  and  healthy  : 
they  have  an  excellent  foil,  which  yields  very  fine 
cotton,  aim  oil  all  kinds  of  corn,  and  abundance 
of  live-oak,  which  is  of  fo  much  value  in  fhip* 
building. 

In  that  part  of  Georgia  which  borders  on  Weft 
Florida,  there  are  many  fields  of  rice  along  the 
rivers  ; particularly  on  the  banks,  and  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  Mobile.  Oaks  of  every 
kind,  hickories,  fafiafras,  mulberry  and.chefnut 
trees,  grow  here  in  the  greateft  poffible  perfection. 

There 
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There  are  few  live-oaks,  and  fcârcely  any  cyprefles 
or  cedars.  The  white  pine  growrs  here  only  ; the 
fpruce-fir  is  feldom  feen.  It  is  faid  that  the  three 
branches  of  the  river  Alatamaha,  w ith  the  ifland 
of  St.  Simon,  which  lies  facing  them,  form  the 
toft,  deepeft,  and  Jafeft  harbour  ori  the  American 
fcoaft,  below. the  Chefapeak.  Few  of  the  United 
States . are  tteftined  to  greater  profperity  than 
Georgia.  But  there  muft  be  hands  to  work  this 
gold-mine  ; and  their  labour  muft  be  rendered 
valuable  by  good  order,  by  refpedl  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  a due  admihiftration  of  the  laws. 
Thefe  objects  will,  certainly  be  accomplifbcd  fome 
time  or  other,  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
it  is  difficult  to  fix'  upori  the  period  when  it  fhall 
come  to  pafs.  The  inhabitants  of  the  back  coun- 
try are  more  idle,  drunken,  and  diforderly,  than 
thofe  who  refide  in  the  back  parts  of  any  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  only  to  the  government  that 
thefe  vices  can  be  imputed.  Land  which  pro- 
duces rice,  and  is  furnilhed  with  the  buildings  re- 
quisite for  its  cultivation,  fetches,  when  in  good 
condition,  from  fixty  to  fixty-five  dollars  ; and 
that  which  is  not  io^  lells  at  Icven  or  eight  dol- 
lars. 

They  carry  oh  a trade  with  Georgia,  with  deer, 
otter,  and  beaver  fkins.  But  the  Indians,  who 
iupply  them,  find  a more  advantageous  and  furcr 
Vol.  II.  Hh  fale 
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fale  in  Weft  Florida  ; and  therefore  carry  all  their 
fkins  to  Penfacola.  This  trade  is  therefore  con- 
fined to  furs  procured  by  the  people  of  the  back 
country  ; and  thefe  are  inconfiderable  in  number 
and  value. 

The  Cherokees,  the  Chadlaws,  and  Creeks, 
who  are  the  moft  numerous  and  warlike  of  all 
the  Indian  nations,  inhabit  the  borders  of  Geor- 
gia. Thofe  capable  of  bearing  arms  are  fuppofed 
to  amount  to  the  number  of  twelve  thoufand, 
fix  thoufand  of  whom  are  Creeksv  There  are 
about  thirty-five  thoufand  Indians  altogether  in 
Georgia.  It  is  faid  that  the  Creeks,  contrary  to 
the  general  cafe,  are  encreafing  in  numbers.  Al- 
though thefe  people  are  held  in  averfion,  and  en- 
deavours are  made  to  drive  them  beyond  the  Miffi- 
fippi  ; yet  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  in  the 
continual  quarrels  which  they  have  with  the  white 
people  on  the  boundaries,  the  latter  are  in  the 
wrong  four  times  out  of  five:.  It  is  admitted  by 
every  body,  that  there  cannot  be  a more  vicious 
fet  of  people  than  the  whites  who  dwell  on  the 
boundaries  : they  rob,  murder,-  and  betray  the 
Indians  * who  In  return  frequently  deftroy  their 
perfecutors^  together  with  their  families  ; and 
when  they  perhaps  take  a dreadful  revenge,,  they 
only  defend  themfelves  againft  unprovoked  at- 
tacks : thefe  Indians  are  all  as  good,  as  generous. 
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&nd  as  faithful  as  thofe  of  the  northern  ftates* 
Even  when  they  are  in  the  greateft  ftate  of  dif- 
turbance*  they  live  in  the  utmoft  familiarity  with 
the  white  families  who  refide  amongft  them,  and 
who  find  more  protection  from  them  than  from 
the  white  borderers  : thefe  fcalp  their  prifoners^ 
as  well  as  the  Indians.  This  confiant  ftate  of 
petty  warfare  is  a new  fource  of  diforder  in  the 
ftate. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  in  conjunction  with  thé 
federal  government,  thinks  of  concluding  a gene- 
ral treaty  with  the  Indians,  the  négociations  for 
which  are  to  be  entered  upon  in  lefs  than  a 
month.  The  confequence  of  this  treaty  will  be, 
that  the  Indians,  in  consideration  of  a fum  of  mo- 
ney, will  retire  a hundred  miles  farther  back» 
Meanwhile  the  borderers  will  purfue  them,  and 
will  never  be  reftrained,  by  any  treaty,  from 
making  their  unjuft  attacks  ; as  long  as  there  is 
no  government  to  reftrain  them  by  rigorous  pu- 
nilhments,  and  of  courfe  to  prevent  the  reprifals 
of  the  Indians. 

Thefe  Indians  cultivate  the  land  with  more 
care  than  thofe  in  the  northern  liâtes.  They 
keep  fuch  negroes  as  they  carry  away  in  their 
petty  wars,  or  thofe  who  deiert  to  them.  They 
treat  them  as  flaves,  but  behave  well  to  them  ; 
are  fparing  of  them  in  labour,  and  ftiarc  with 
Hh  2 them 
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them  their  own  food.  I have  been  afliired,  that 
there  are  fome  Indians  who  have  no  fewer  than 
thirty  negroes  : thefe  carry  the  produce  of  their 
hufbandry  to  Penfacola,  by  which  means  Georgia 
is  deprived  of  confiderabie  advantages. 

I have  heard  an  anecdote  of  one  of  thefe  In- 
dians, which,  I believe,  will  give  a clear  idea  of 
their  manner  of  thinking.  The  Creeks  had  ,oc- 
cafion  to  affemble  fome  years  ago  concerning  a 
treaty  with,  the  United  States  : States  : one  Ta  - 
lasking,  a famous  warrior  among!!:  them,  who 
had  always  declared  himfelf  a friend  to  the  United 
States,  oppofcd  every  adt  of  hoftility  againfl:  them, 
and  was  confequently  well  known,  came  to  New 
York,  the  place  of  meeting,  after  the  Affembly 
had  already  been  opened.  He  there  found,  that 
one  Ma  l a sky,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfélf 
by  his  inveteracy  againfl:  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  mifehiefs  he  had  done  them;  was  well 
treated,  and  even  carefled  by  the  American  com- 
miffioners.  This  circumftanee  raifed  his  indig- 
nation to  fuch  a degree,  that,  although  he  was 
himfelf  well-treated,  he  left  the  Aflembly  after 
two  days,  and  became  an  enemy  to  the  States^ 
This  indignation  has  its  foundation  in  a ftrong 
fentiment  of  honour,  which  nraft  make  civilized 
ftates  blufh  for-  the  falfehood  and  depravity  of 
their  poliey. 

The 
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The  avaricious  Georgians  are  not  contented 
with  grafping  at  the  country  of  the  Indians  ; 
many  of  them  look  on  Florida  already  as  their 
lawful  property  ; and  think  that  by  a war,  they 
would  eafily  gratify  this  ambition  of  theirs  ; as 
the  fouthern  ftates  are  much  more  populous  than 
this  province.  It  is  to  be  confidered  how  little 
Spain  can  be  interested  in  this  fmall  trad:  of 
country,  how  many  difputes  it  may  occafion, 
and  what  a natural  boundary  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
would  form  for  the  United  States.  It  cannot 
but  be  wifhed  that  Spain,  with  a fort  of  political 
magnanimity,  may  give  up  this  country,  which 
is  not  an  advantageous  pofleffion  to  her,  and 
which  in  all  probability  fhe  may  not  be  able  to 
retain. 

The  law  concerning  negroes  is  milder  in  Geor- 
gia than  in  Carolina,  where  it  is  of  Englifh  origin. 
But  here  it  is  thirty  years  younger,  and  therefore 
breathes  that  humanity,  which  charaderifes  the 
letter  half  of  the  prefent  century.  It  appears  to 
me  in  fome  refpeds  as  mild  %s  any  law  can  ever 
be  when  flavery  is  permitted.  It  is  faid  that 
there  are  few  fevere  matters  here  : but  the  ne- 
groes are  worfe  cloathed  and  fed  than  in  Caro- 
lina ; and  even  there  their  cloathing  and  food  are 
not  remarkably  good. 

Until  1794  Augufta  wTas  the  chief  town  of 
H h 3 Georgia  : 
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Georgia  : next  to  Savannah  it  is  the  largeft,  and 
the  only  place  that  carries  on  an  inland  trade. 
Louifville,  the  prefent  feat  of  government,  con» 
fifts  only  of  about  thirty  houfes. 

Savannah  is  famous  for  the  defeat  of  M.  d’Ef» 
taing  in  1 778,  when  he  made  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tack upon  it.  After  every  thing  I have  heard 
from  eye-witneffes  concerning  that  affair,  I am 
pofitive,  that  M,  d’Eftaing  might  have  furprifed 
the  town  without  waiting  for  his  heavy  artillery  : 

1.  As  the  town,  at  his  arrival,  was  defencelefs, 

2.  That  he  fhould  have  properly  finiihed  the 
regular  fiege,  as  he  had  once  entered  upon  it. 

3.  That  M.  d’Eftaing  would  certainly  have  ren- 
dered himfelf  matter  of  the  town,  if,  after  the  firft 
fummons,  he  had  not  granted  General  Prévost 
an  armiftice  of  two  or  three  days  ; during  which 
time  the  latter  had  procured  reinforcements  from 
Beaufort,  and  doubled  his  means  of  defence, 

4.  He  would  have  fucceeded  in  the  attack,  if,  in» 
Head  of  directing  all  his  force  againft  one  ftrong 
redoubt,  he  had  penetrated  through  the  other 
fcattered  works  which  were  ill  defended.  The 
Englifh  in  that  cafe  would  have  been  forced  to 
quit  their  entrenchments,  and  an  engagement 
would  have  enfued,  in  which  the  French  and 
Americans,  on  account  of  their  numbers,  would 
have  been  victorious.  The  inhabitants  recoiled 

with 
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with  gratitude  the  pains  which  M.  d’Eftaing  had 
taken  to  deliver  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lifh.  They  praife  the  valour  of  the  French  ; but 
lament  that  M.  d’Eftaing,  on  granting  the  armif- 
tice  of  twenty-four  hours,  refufed  to  let  General 
Prevoft’s  lady  leave  the  town. 

The  fever  which  I -caught  in  Savannah  obliged 
me,  againft  my  will,  to  relinquish,  an  excurfion 
into  the  back  country  of  Georgia  and  Carolina, 
which  I had  previouily  planned. 

I departed  with  pleafure  from  this  town,  the 
climate,  and  fituation  of  which  on  a burning  land 
render  it  fo  uncomfortable  ; and  where  the  fpirit 
of  diforder  and  anarchy  muft  difguft  every  man  to 
whom  liberty  is  dear,  and  who  knowTs  that  it  can 
be  maintained  only  by  refpefting  and  obeying  the 
laws. 

SPANISH  SETTLEMENTS  IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 

I believe  that  this  is  the  proper  place  to  give 
the  accounts  which  I -collected  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia  concerning  the  Spanifh  Settlements,  that 
border  on  the  United  States.  The  river  Apala- 
chicola, runs  between  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida  : 
the  Miffifippi  divides  Weft  Florida  from  Louisi- 
ana. 

t 

Eaft  Florida  is  thinly  inhabited.  When  it  be- 
longed to  England,  Several  rice -plantations  were 
H h 4 eftabliftied 
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eftablifhed  on  a large  fcale,  and  with  fuccefk 
There  are  alfo  plantations  of  cotton,  which  are 
very  productive.  It  appears,  that  a great  quantity 
of  land  is  applied  to  thefe  ufes>  and  that  even 
pine-barrens  might  be  improved  for  this  purpofe, 
though  many  inhabitants* think,  that  the  fandÿ 
foil  would  not  be  able  to  produce  cotton.  Moft 
of  the  planters  left  Eaft  Florida  after  the  peace  df 
173'3,  when  it  was  ceded  by  England  to  Spain. 
Some  trilling  culture  is  however  yet  carried  on 
by  a few  Englifh  families,  who  have  not  left  the 
country.  Few  Spanifh  families  live  in  Florida. 
The'beft  rice-land  lies  north  of  the  province,  near 
the  river  St.  Mary.  There  are  alfo' good  fvv amps 
on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  towards  the  fouth, 
efpeçially  on  the  river  St.  John.  This  river  runs 
along  the  coaft,  parallel  with  the  fea,  from  fouth 
to  north  ; or  rather  conffts  of  feveral  lakes.  It 
is  navigable  from  one  end  to  the  other;  and  of 
courfe  can  carry  away  the  wood  which  grows 
here  in  abundance,  and  which  can  eafily  float 
into  it  on  the  fmall  creeks.  The  trees  that  grow 
in  Florida  are  live-oak,  red  and  white  oaks,  cy- 
prefs,  hickory,  red  arid  white  cedar,  and  the  cu- 
cumber-tree : they  are  all  very  large.  The  river 
St.  John  can  be  even  united  with  the  fea,  on  the 
fouih-weft  coaft  of  the  peninfula,  in  Charlotte 
Bay,  by  means  of  the  river  Coloofehatche,  and  of 
. ' ' a canal 
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a canal  eight  or  ten  milês  in  length,  which  would 
run  through  the  marihes.  By  thefe  means  a direct 
paflage  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
would  become  practicable  and  eafy  ; and  the 
wood  which  fhould  not  be  ufed  in  Florida,  might 
foon  be  conveyed  to  the  iflands. 

St.  Auguftin  is  a very  frnall  town,  which  has 
but  one  ftreet.  It  lies  on  a better  foil  than 
Charlefton  or  Savannah.  Veffels  drawing  more 
than  ten  feet  water  cannot  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour. The  tide  rifes  only  to  thirteen  or  four- 
teen feet.  The  climate  is  healthier  than  that  of 
Charlefton,  on  account  of  the  trade-winds,  which 
conftantly  cool  the  air.  It  carries  on  its  princi- 
pal trade  with  Çavannah  and  Charlefton,  to  which 
places  it  fends  the  ptoduCls  of  the  Havannah, 
which  are  depofited  here.  It  is  fupplied  with 
Englifh  goods  from  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

The  Lemencluka  Indians,  a fmall  tribe  of 
Creeks,  have  a village  of  about  one  hundred 
houfes  in  Tufcavilla  on  Polycreek.  They  have 
fome  fmaller  ones  on  the  fea-coaft,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Eaft  Florida.  The  fhore  of  Weft  Florida 
rifes  perpendicularly  over  the  fea,  and  is  healthy. 
It  is  confidently  faid  that  the  land  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Miffifippi  has  increafed  to  the  diftance  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  fince  the  firft  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  that  place.  This  land,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  which  is  becoming  firmer  every  year,  is  not 
yet  fufficiently  fecure.  South-weft  winds  gene- 
rally blow  here.  Hurricanes  feldom  happen  ; and 
they  come  from  the  fouth-eaft. 

The  land  between  the  Miffifippi  and  Betekfoha 
is  excellent.  The  natural  produéts  are  a fort  of 
large  reeds,  hickory,  cedar,  and  cyprefs,  which 
are  very  large  : it  has  excellent  meadows,  which 
yield  very  ftrong  graft  ; and  it  is  fit  for  every 
kind  of  cultivation.  From  Betekfoha  to  Pearl- 
river  the  land  is  not  fo  good.  It  has  the  fame 
kind  of  trees,  with  oaks  of  different  forts  ; but 
few  live-oaks.  From  Pearl-river  to  Baft  Florida, 
the  country  confifts  of  a rich  land,  which  might 
be  cultivated  to  advantage.  It  produces  many 
trees,  particularly  live-oak,  which  grow  here  to 
a very  large  fize. 

I give  this  fketch  by  wa y of  introduction,  in 
order  to  be  better  underftood.  It  is,  upon  the 
whole,  correct  ; though  not  fufficiently  diftinét 
in  every  particular.  All  the  land  that  lies  on  the 
rivers  is  of  the  beft  quality. 

There  are  many  habitations  along  the  Miffi- 
fippi. Some  French  families  ftill  dwell  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis.  There  are  con- 
fiderable  fettlements  /dong  the  river  Mobile,  at 
the  Bay  of  Penfacola,  and  on  the  other  rivers. 
Although  thefe  provinces  have  belonged  to  Spain 

for 
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for  thirteen  years,  yet  there  are  very  few  Spani- 
ards here.  Such  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  Louifiana. 
Except  the  military,  cuftom-houfe  officers,  and 
perfons  holding  places  under  government,  there 
are  not  perhaps  a hundred  Spaniffi  families 
throughout  this  large  plain.  The  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants  confifts  chiefly  of  French,  who  had 
fettled  here  originally,  and  of  Germans,  who  have 
remained  here,  after  the  ceffion  of  the  country  to 
Spain.  Some  French,  Englifh,  and  Spaniffi  fami- 
lies, are  proprietors  of  lands,  but  they  are  few. 
Almofl:  all  the  lands  belong  to  the  Crown,  which 
neither  fells  nor  grants  them  for  a ground-rent* 
but  always  gives  them  away  at  pleafure.  This 
power  refts  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  who 
receives  money  for  it,  but  who  infures  the  poflef- 
fion  only  fo  long  as  he  holds  his  fituation. 

There  are  few  monks  or  priefts  in  Florida  and 
Louiflana.  From  every  thing  I have  heard,  reli- 
gion does  not  appear  to  be  predominant.  It  has, 
however,  fome  influence  ; and  French  philofophy 
would  find  here  many  opponents. 

The  rivers  all  flow  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
not  very  rapidly.'  The  tide  comes  up  a confider- 
able  way  into  them.  Veflels  can  fail  fixty  or  fe- 
venty  miles  up  Pearl-river.  The  weftern  branch 
of  the  river  Mobile  is  navigable  for  one  hundred 
miles;  and  the  eaftern  two  hundred  : the  Appa- 

lachicola 


476 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


lachicola  two  hundred.  All  thefe  rivers  rife  in 
Georgia,  where,  with  the  exception  of  a few  pb- 
ftruclions,  they  are  navigable. 

The  harbour  of  Penfacola  is  one  of  the  beft  in 
all  North  America.  The  entrance  is  fafe  ; and 
the  water,  even  at  the  keys,  is  always  five  fathoms 
deep.  At  Mobile  the  water  at  ebb  is  ten,  and  at 
flood-tide  fourteen  feet  deep.  At  New  Orleans 
there  is  between  fourteen  and  fixteen  feet  of 
water  ; but  the  navigable  channel  is  narrow,  and 
the  entrance  difficult.  On  every  part  of  the  coaft 
there  are  numbers  of  fmall  bays, 

It  is  not  fo  hot  in  Weft  Florida  as  in  Carolina,, 
notwithftanding  its  fituation  being  fo  much  more 
fbutherly.  Between  the  Miffifippi  and  and  Mo- 
bile intermitting  and  bilious  fevers  prevail  in  au- 
tumn. From  the  river  Mobile  to  Eaft  Florida  the 
country  is  verj^  healthy. 

In  many  parts  of  Weft  Florida,  and  particularly 
in  the  Natches,  which  lie  within  the  territory  of 
Georgia,  and  to  which  place  the  richnefs  of  the 
foil  has  invited  many  inhabitants  from  Florida, 
jice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  indigo,  are  cultivated. 
The  indigo,  w hich  is  known  by  the  name  of  New 
Orleans  indigo,  is  of  a very  good  kind  ; it  is  in- 
ferior to  that  of  St.  Domingo,  but  much  better 
than  that  of  Carolina.  It  is  faid,  that,  if  more 
care  w ere  taken  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and  feed 
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brought  more  frequently  from  Guatimala,  this  in- 
digo would  be  almoft  as  good  as  that  of  St,  Do- 
mingo. 

It  muft  be  a matter  of  furprize,  to  find  that  the 
whole  of  Weft  Florida,  which  belongs  to  Spain, 
is  fupplied  with  European  goods  from  England» 
This,  however,  is  true  ; and  can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  lazinefs  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Crown  has 
granted  to  two  Englifh  houfes,  one  of  which 
trades  under  the  firm  of  Penton  and  Ermer, 
the  exclufive  privilege  of  fupplying  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  as  well  as  the  Indians,  with 
European  commodities  ; which  puts  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh  the  whole  of  the  peltry  trade, 
even  in  the  parts  which  border  on  Augufta.  They 
deal  much  more  honourably  in  their  barter  than 
the  Georgians,  are  better  fupplied  with  commo- 
dities, and,  on  that  account,  the  Indians  readily 
trade  with  them.  This  privilege  does  not  extend 
to  New  Orleans.  Every  year  fo me  fhips,  which 
fupply  the  Havannah,  come  to  New  Orleans,  but 
they  bring  very  inadequate  cargoes,  fo  that  the 
Spanifii  fettlements  on  the  Illinois  get  all  their 
European  goods  from  Montreal. 

There  is  a faél  ftill  more  recent,  which  point 
out  the  bad  policy,  whereby  the  Spaniards  give 
up  all  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh.  The 
Governor  of  New  Orleans  has  given  to  the  Eng- 

lilh 
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lifh  houfe  of  To  D E and  Co.  (who  carry  on  the 
peltry  trade  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Miffifippi, 
below  the  lakes)  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trad-* 
ing  for  fkins  with  the  Indians,  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  Miffouri  ; by  which  means  the  Englifh 
are  in  poffcffion  of  the  moft  important  part  of 
this  river,  and  they  have  opened  a trade  with  fe- 
veral  nations.  This  privilege  has  been  purchafed 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans  for  the  fum 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  flerling.  From  this 
circumftance  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  flug- 
gifhnefs  and  avarice  of  the  Spanilh  government 
and  its  agents,  which  the  activity  of  the  Englifh 
fails  not  to  turn  to  their  profit.  It  is  high  time 
that  this  country,  even  for  the  benefit  of  Spain, 
fhould  come  into  the  poffeffion  of  France.  Should 
Spain  keep  it  much  longer,  England  will  foon 
obtain  it.  In  faét,  fhe  partly  pofiefies  it  already, 
there  being  fevcral  Englifh  garrifons  flationed 
upon  the  Spanifh  territories  along  the  Miffifippi  ; 
and  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory throughout  this  immenfe  difFririt,  fo  rich 
in  fkins,  are  unacquainted  with  any  but  Englifh 
traders.  When  the  Englifli  fliall  have  eftabliihed 
themfelves  frill  more  firmly  in  this  trade,  they- 
will  become  more  important,  and  then  the  rich 
Spanifh  fettlements  in  Mexico  will  not  be  long 
fecure.  This  opinion,  which  to  me  appears  very 

clear 
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clear,  fhould  be  eftablifhed  beyond  a doubt  by 
Frenchmen,  who  penetrate  farther  into  the  coun- 
try than  I have  done.  It  is  fulhcient  here  to  fay, 
that,  contrary  to  the  affertion  of  fome  Americans, 
the  Miffifippi  is  navigable  as  far  as  Kentucky  and 
the  Illinois  ; and  that  the  veflels,  which  carry  the 
products  of  thefe  countries  to  New  Orleans,  may 
take  back  European  commodities,  which,  by  this 
means,  would  be  cheaper  than  thofe  brought 
from  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  commercial  advantages,  which  Louifiana 
holds  out  to  an  aétive  and  intelligent  nation,  are 
uncommonly  great.  It  might  fur  nidi  the  moil 
durable  wood  of  every  fort,  for  fhip-building  and 
mafts.  I have  been  informed  by  an  engineer, 
who  had  been  in  the  Englifh  fervice  during  the 
laft  v/ar  in  Florida,  and  who  was  delirous  of  de- 
mo J idling  a fort  that  had  been  built  by  the  French 
at  Penfacola  in  1Ô80,  that  he  found  the  wood  of 
it  as  free  from  injury,  and  as  found  as  if  it  had 
been  felled  the  preceding  day  ; and  that  he  could 
make  ufe  of  it  all  in  conftrucding  a ftronger  fort, 
Louifiana  could  fupply  the  French  colonies  with 
entire  houfes  in  frame,  which  will  be  much 
wanted  there  on  the  return  of  peace  ; and  which 
might  be  had  at  an  eafier  and  cheaper  rate  from 
that  country  than  from  the  province  of  Maine, 
or  the  North  river.  They  could  have  fhingles  of 

cyprefs 
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cyprefs  and  cedar  longer,  thicker,  and  fix  timei 
more  durable  than  thofe  of  fir,  that  are  brought 
from  the  north-eaft  part  of  America,  which  arc 
not  able  to  refill:  the  frequent  hurricanes  that 
happen  in  our  iflands,  and  often,  in  one  night, 
carry  away  the  roofs  of  many  houfes.  From 
Louifiana  might  alfo  be  brought  hemp,  flax,  and, 
cohfequéntly,  ropes  and  fail-cloth  in  abundance; 
and  likewife  tiles,  which  are  already  manufac- 
tured in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Orleans. 
They  might  get  abundance  of  tar  from  the  firs 
that  grow  here  in  great  numbers;  Saltpetre,  ft 
is  aflerted,  may  be  found  in  many  places  ; and 
there  are  many  lead  and  iron  mines,  the  working 
of  which  would  not  be  attended  with  much  dif- 
ficulty. The  rice  ini  Louifiana  is  very  good;  it 
is  cultivated  to  a confiderable  extent  near  thé 
Milfifippi  ; it  is  even  faid  that  they  plant  it  there 
on  dry  ground.  Wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  grain 
of  every  fort,  growTs  alfo  here  in  great  quantities. 
The  depot  to  be  formed  at  New  Orleans  of  all 
thefe  produfts  of  the  weftern  ftates  ol  America 
would  neceflarily  fecure  the  fupply  to  the  iflands; 
and  the  barter  carried  on  with  thefe  ftates,  which 
fhould  furnifh  themfelves  w ith  European  goods 
at  New  Orleans,  wx>uld  form  a political  con- 
nexion, which  no  nation,  to  which  Louifiana  be- 
longed, ought  to  neglefl.  This  large  colony 

would 


THE  UNITED  STATES,  CANADA,  StC.  48  JL 

would  fupply  the  mother  country  with  finer  to- 
bacco than  that  of  Virginia,  and  with  all  the 
ilvins  which  are  now  collected  by  the  Englifh 
companies.  In  fhort,  the  productions  of  Louifi- 
ana, and  its  trade  to  Europe  lying  conflantly 
open,  would  give  rife  to  a barter  with  the  Spanifii 
colonies,  from  which  it  would  be  eafy  to  receive 
cochineal,  log-wood,  chocolate,  vanilla,,  tanned 
leather,  Havailnah  tobacco,  Guatimala  indigo,  &c. 
To  this  lift  of  productions  many  more  might  be 
added.  But  the  above  articles  will  ferve  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  great  refources  of  Louifiana.  Oil 
and  wine  might  certainly  be  cultivated  to  great 
advantage.  Finally,  the  poffeffion  of  Louifiana 
by  the  French  would  fet  bounds  to  the  childilli 
avarice  of  the  Americans,  who  wiflh  to  grafp  at 
every  thing  : an  avarice  arifmg  more  from  a reft- 
lefs  character,  than  from  political  views,  which 
prevents  them  from  fixing  themfelves  in  any  new 
flate,  which  injures  their  real  ftrength,  and  dis- 
turbs their  neighbours.  Befides,  it  muft  be  con- 
sidered, that  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  weaknefs,  will  always  continue  more  friendly 
to  a nation,  that  has  the  power  of  injuring  them, 
than  one  that  has  not,-  and  that  can  only  offer 
them  advantages.  A generous  nation  will  never 
abufe  fuch  a power,  which  it  would,  feel  itfelf 
Vol.  II.  li  interefted 
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intereited  In  turning  to  the  real  advantage  of*  the 
United  States. 

One  word  more  concerning  the  Indians.  Alt 
of  thefe,  who  have  had  any  dealings  with  the 
French,  prefer  them  to  any  other  people.  The 
French  behaved  to  them  wdth  fuch  magnanimity, 

* benevolence,  and  honour,  that  the  Indians  ufe 
ftill  - to  fay  to  the  Engliih- — You  are  our  bro- 
thers- ; the  French  were  our  fathers.”  This  fern 
timent  is  not  yet  extinguîïhed,  although  it  is  fo 
long  fmee  they  had  any  tranfaétions  with  each 
other.  At  prelent  they  aimait  all  depend  on 
England  ; but  upon  the  flighted:  favourable  oc- 
currence, they  might  eafdy  be  gained  over  to 
France.  This  is  the  prevailing  fentiment  among 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  wTho  call  Florida  the 
French  country. 

The  Spanifh  government  in  Louifiana  and  Flo- 
rida is  not  fo  intolerant  as  ufual,  but  is  deficient 
in  ftrength,  as  the  military  force  conflits  of  no 
more  than  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  who  oc- 
cupy fome  forts  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans^. 
Indians  and  Americans  are  on  good  terms  with 
the  Spaniards  ; but  none  of  thefe  parties  efteeni 
the  other  as  important  friends  or  dangerous  ene- 
mies. The  prevailing  opinion  of  the  weakneis 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  want  of  fupport  which 

the 
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the  inhabitants  experience,  beget  a predileCtion 
for  England,  under  the  government  of  which 
country  they  would  not  be  left  without  fupport  : 
but  in  reality  they  wifh.  for  the  protection  of 
France  : they  are  Frenchmen,  and  as  attached  to 
their  country  as  if  they  formed  a part  of  it. 

France,  therefore,  is  in  the  moil  favourable 
fituation  of  any  country  in  the  world,  to  obtain 
Louifiana  from  Spain.  Spain  gets  nothing  thence 
but  timber,  and  in  faCt  only  gives  a wider  range 
to  Englifh  activity.  Nay,  the  Englifh  would 
difpofiefs  her  of  Louifiana,  if  fhe  fhould  wifh  to 
retain  it,  and  they  fhould  not  change  their  politi- 
cal fyftem,  which  is  highly  improbable.  France 
is,  on  the  contrary,  rich,  aCtive,  abounding  in 
manufactures,  and  would  fpeedily  organize  all 
thefe  eftablifhments.  Many  families  who  are  in 
want  of  every  thing  in  France,  and  whom  the 
revolution  has  rendered  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  might 
be  font  hither.  By  lands  granted  them,  their  fitu- 
ation would  be  rendered  comfortable,  and  their 
mind  eafy  and  virtuous  ; which  is  the  cafe  with 
many  foreigners,  who  come  every  year  to  fettle 
in  the  United  States;  who,  when  they  become 
polleffed  of  property,  forget  the  vices,  which 
caufed  many  of  them  to  emigrate. 

For  dll  thefe  accounts  concerning  Florida  and 
Louifiana  I am  indebted  to  general  officers,  mer- 
I i 2 chants* 
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chants,  and  engineers,  who  have  become  Ameri- 
cans ; but  who,  until  the  ceflion  of  Louifiana 
to  Spain,  were  in  the  Englifli  fervice.  One  of 
them  was  fufveyor-general,  and  poffefiesthe  moff 
perfe<5f  map  of  Weft  Florida  that  can  be  wifhed 
for.  He  has4 projected  it  himlelf,  on  a targe  feale. 

RETURN  TO  CHARLESTON. 

Oil  the’  3d  of  May,  I embarked  on  board  the 
Savannah  Packet,  one  of  the  brigs  that  are  eon- 
ftantly  paffing  between  Savannah  and  Charlefton. 
Thefe  veflels  generally  belong  to  the  Captains. 
They  make  about  thirty -five  voyages  in  a year  ; 
are  always  laden  ; and  yield  very  confiderable  pro- 
fits. The  freight  for  a bale  of  cotton,  or  a hogf- 
head  of  tobacco',  k three  dollars.  The  captains 
man  thefe  veffels  with  negro  Haves,  that  belong, 
to  them  ; and  consequently  their  erew  is  flow* 
unmanageable,  and  bad,-  according  to  the  known 
qualities  of  negroes;  Their  food,  throughout  the* 
whole  year,  confifts  in  bad  peafe,  which  are  mea- 
fured  out  to  them  with  the  utmoft  parfimony. 
On  eonfidering  their  fluggifh  manner  of  working 
the  fhip*  in  fair  weather,  the  idea  of  being  at  fea 
with  foch  performs  cannot  but  bé  frightful,  when 
the  fafety  of  the  veflel  depends  upon  the  quick  - 
nefs  of  a tack.  We  were  two  days  upon  our  voy- 
age, which  was  long  for  this  fcafcn  : part  of  the 

time;- 
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time,  we  were  becalmed  ; and  when  we  reached 
the  bar  of  Charlefton  on  Monday  at  funfet,  we 
were  obliged  to  wait  tift  4he  following  day,  be- 
fore we  could  paÊ  over.  The  bar  at  Savannah, 
where  there  are  always  four  fathoms  of  w:ater,  can1 
.be  p ailed  by  fmall  veflels  at  any  time. 

-On  my  return  from  Savannah,  I fpent  three 
weeks  more  at  Charlefton,  and  added  confidcra- 
hly  .to  the  information,  which  I had  .collected  on 
my  firft  journey.  The  inhabitants,  who  were  in 
a condition  to  give  me  any  intelligence,  did  it 
faithfully.  I alfo  made  fome  excu  riions  into  the 
furrounding  country,  which  enabled  me  to 
Æain  the  truth  of  my  former  information. 

South  Carolina  is  by  nature  divided  into  the 
Upper  and  the  Lowey,  by  means  of  the  Appala- 
chian, or  Alleghany  mountains.  The  fame  di- 
viiion  takes  place  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Georgia  ; a divifion,  which  is  foon  diftin- 
guiihed  by  the  quality  of  the  foil,  and  the  cli- 
mate. 

I belie  ve  J.h at  Mi  e whole  of  Lower  Carolina  has 
h>ecn  covered  with  water.  My  reafon  for  this 
opinion  is,  that  there  are  no  ftones  to  be  found 
any  where  in  the  ground,;  and  upon  digging  it 
up,  there  are  layers  of  fea-fhells,  and  often  petri- 
fied fifh,  in  the  middle  of  the  land.  Entire  oyfter- 
banks  lie  at  fuch  a diftance  j(fixty  or  eighty  miles) 
I i 3 from 
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from  the  fea,  that  it  cannot  poffrbly  be  fuppofcd 
they  were  placed  there  by  men.  One  of  th efq 
banks  is  more  than  fifty  miles  in  extent,  arid  con- 
tains a kind  of  oyfter,  which  is.  much  larger  than 
any  that  are  found  on  the  coafl,  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent. It  lies  in  a fouth  - weftern  direction  from 
the  river  Santee  in  South  Carolina  to  the  river 
Oconee  in  Georgia  acrofs  the  Savannah. 

There  is  frefh  water  ten  or  twelve  feet  below 
the  furface  of  the  earth  : and  fuch  wells  only  as 
are  funk  very  near  the  fea,  contain  fome  fait- 
water,  wdiich  may  have  found  its  wray  into  them 
from  the  fea. 

The  land  in  Lower  Carolina,  is  alfo  divided 
into  fwamps,  marflies,  and  high  land.  The., 
fwamps,  as  has  already  been  obfcrved,  arc  of  two, 
kinds,  namely,  either  fuch  as  are  watered  by  frefh 
water,  and  by  the  flood-tide  ; they  both  ferve  for 
the  cultivation  of  rice  and  hemp.  The  foil  of 
thefe  is  a rich  blue  clay,  or  a fine  black  earth  a 
on  digging  ever  fo  deep  you  find  constantly  thç 
fame  earth.  Immcnfe  trunks  of  trees  are  often 
found,  in  the  ground,  which  appear  to  have  lain 
there  for  ages  : you  cannot  how  ever  dig  very  deep, 
on  account  of  the  water  oozing  through  it  every 
where.  The  fwamps,  before  they  were  cleared, 
produced  cyprefs,  fir,  and  reed. 

The  rice,  wdiich  is  principally  cultivated  here, 

is 
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is  fown  in  April  and  May.  The  ground  is  turned 
up  eight  or  nine  inches  deep  in  furrows  ; into 
which  the  rice  is  thrown  by  a woman,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  corn  is  fown,  and  the  negroes 
fill  them  up.  Thefe  three  operations  take  plaee 
at  the  fame  time.  The  feedfwoman  affords  em- 
ployment to  twenty -five  labourers,  many  of  whom 
are  women. 

The  feed  flioots  up  in  ten  or  twelve  days, 
according  as  the  ground  is  more  or  lefs  wet. 
When  the  blade  is  from  fix  to  feven  inches  high, 
and  after  the  negroes  have  cleared  away  the  weeds, 
the  water  is  made  to  flow  over  the  field,  fo  that 
no  more  than  the  tops  of  the  blade  can  be  feen. 
The  rice  then  grows,  but  the  weeds  ftill  fprout 
up.  In  three  or  four  w^eeks  more  the  water  is 
let  off,  and  the  negroes  take  away  the  remaining 
weeds.  They  cover  the  field  again  with  water, 
which  is  drawn  off  before  the  crop  is  cut.  The 
yellow  colour  of  the  car  and  the  hardnefs  of  the 
ftalk,  denote  the  ripenefs  of  the  rice.  It  is  then 
cut,  and  kept  in  flacks  till  winter. 

It  is  afterwards  threfhed,  and  put  into  a fmall 
wooden  houfe,  which  is  fomc  feet  high,  and  refis 
upon  four  pillars  ; and  in  the  ceiling  of  w hich  is 
fattened  a large  fieve.  The  rice  is  thrown  into 
the  fieve,  which  feparates  it  from  the  other  parts, 
and  the  wind  cleans  it  perfectly  before  it  falls  to 
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tHe  ground.  The  rice,  after  being  thus  cleaned 
mu  ft  be  freed  from  the  firft  fhell  that  furrounds 
it.  For  this  purpofe  it  is  carried  to  a mill  ; the; 
grinders  of  which  are  made  of  fir,  and  are  about 
four  inches  thick  and  two  and  a half  in  diameter  : 
one  is  moveable,  the  other  fixed.  They  are  both 
fcooped  out  in  an  oblique,  yet  concentric  form  : 
againft  the  edges  thus  formed  the  rice  is  prefied, 
and  by  that  means  feparated  from  the  hufks. 
Thefe  mills  are  turned  by  a negro.  On  account 
of  the  rapid  motion,  and  the  foft  wood  of  which 
they  are  made,  they  do  not  laft  longer  than  one 
year;  during  which  time  they  require  frequent 
repairs.  The  rice  is  winnowed  as  foon  as  it 
comes  from  the  mill.  But  ftill  it  has  a fécond 
fhell  which  muft  be  taken  off  ; and  this  is  done 
by  the  negroçs  pounding  it  with  clubs  ; a work 
as  laborious  as  that  of  turning  the  mill.  Several 
of  thefe  clubs  are  put  in  motion  by  a kind  of  mill 
which  is  turned  by  oxen.  After  the  rice  is  more 
or  lefs  pounded,  it  is  winnowed  again,  in  order 
to  cleanfe  it  from  the  fécond  fhell  ; and  it  is 
put  into  another  fieve,  for  the  purpofe  of  fepa- 
rating  the  fm all  from  the  larger  grains.  The 
laft  only  are  faleable.  Whether  thefe  are  well 
feparated  or  not,  muft  depend  on  the  honefty  of 
the  planters  : who  themfelves  acknowledge,  that 
fince  the  price  of  rice  has  been  fo  high,  and  the 
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(demand  fo  great,  they  have  not  been  very  fcru- 
pulous  in  this  refpeél.  In  South  Carolina,  as 
little  attention  is  paid  to  the  good  quality  of  rice 
as  of  tobacco.  The  rice  deitined  for  fale  is  packed 
tip  in  barrels,  offered  to  the  infpeéfion  of  the 
officer  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  then  ex- 
ported. 

I have  mentioned  General  Wafhington’s  ma- 
chinery : this  is  but  little  known  in  Carolina,  and 
too  dear  for  the  planters  ; who  for  a long  time  to 
come  will  only  be  able  to  proceed  in  the  manner 
juif  defcribed. 

Before  the  blade  grows  up,  it  is  attacked  by 
fmall  worms,  which  gnaw  the  root.  It  is  alfo 
frequently  injured  by  little  fifties,  that  live  in  the 
water  which  covers  the  fwamps.  The  rice  is 
then  only  defended  by  the  heron  (ardea  alba  mi- 
nor), which  feeds  on  thefe  little  worms  and  fifties  ; 
and  on  this  account  is  fpared  by  the  planters  as 
much  as  the  turkey  buzzard  is  by  the  towns- 
people. 

When  the  rice  k ripe,  it  is  affailed  by  innu- 
merable quantities  of  fmall  birds,  which  are 
known  in  Carolina  by  the  name  of  rice-birds. 
The  young  negroes,  who  are  conftantly  kept 
there,  frighten  them  away  : this  is  a better  me- 
thod than  ffiooting  them  ; yet  thefe  voracious 
birds  cannot  be  entirely  kept  off.  The  rice  may 
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foe  preferved  a long  time  in  the  fhells;  and  with» 
out  them  it  is  liable  to  be  attacked  by  the  corn-* 
worm, 

The  fwamps  yield  between  fifty  and  eighty 
hufhels  of  rice  an  acre,  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  foil.  Sometimes  one  hundred  and  twenty 
foufh^ls  have  been  produced  from  an  acre  ; but  in- 
fiances  of  this  kind  happen  feldom.  Twenty 
foufhels  of  rice,  with  the  Ihells,  weigh  about  fi  ve 
four  id  red  pounds . Without  the  lliells,  thefe  twenty 
make  but  eight  bulhels,  without  however  lofing 
much  in  weight.  The  ftraw  is  given  to  oxen 
and  horfes. 

The  marfhes,  which  are  the  fécond  kind  of 
land  in  South  Carolina,  produce  nothing  but  very 
coarfc  grafs,  but  in  great  abundance.  They  lie 
frequently  under  water  * but  they  could  be  w ell 
drained,  and  then  they  would  yield  a better  grals, 
Some  of  them  lying  in  a high  fituation  produce 
hemp,  Indian-corn,  and  barley, 

The  high  land  is  of  various  kinds  5 and,  accord-, 
ing  to  the  quality  of  its  foil,  produces  hickory 
and  oak,  or  only  fir;  and  this  laft  fort  ol  land  is 
commonly  called  pine- barrens.  Hitherto  this  land 
has  been  negleéted,  but  unjuftly  ; for  it  might  be 
turned  into  corn  and  meadow^  ground.  The  tall 
firs  and  thick  grafs,  w7hich  grow  there,  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil;  which  is  un* 
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qucftionably  proved  by  fome  places  that  have 
been  cultivated.  The  richnefs  of  the  fwamps, 
which  can  be  applied  fo  advantageoufly  to  the 
cultivation  of  rice,  and  the  want  of  hands  to. 
clear  new  lands,  caufc  the  molt  unfavourable  pre- 
judices in  favour  of  the  pine-barrens  ; which  in 
other  refpeCts  are  of  various  kinds,  and  few  of 
which  would  have  remained  in  Europe  unculti- 
vated. . 

The  rice  can  only  be  cultivated  by  negroes  ; 
and  the  population  of  white  people  muft  do- 
creafe  in  a land  of  flavery,  where  it  is  a degrada- 
tion for  a white  mail  to  work.  Slavery,  there- 
fore, confirms  the  planter  in  his  prejudice  for 
rice  ; and  the  cultivation  of  rice,  on  the  other 
hand,  attaches  him  to  flavery. 

It  will  appear  fomewhat  paradoxical,  when  I 
affert  that  the  cultivation  of  rice  is  the  worft,  and 
the  lead:  productive  fpccies  of  agriculture  in  Ca- 
rolina. The  confiant  wetnefs  of  the  land  is  the 
caufe  of  the  great  mortality  which  prevails  there  ; 
and  the  treafures  of  Peru  would  be  purchafed  at 
coo  dear  a rate,  for  one-tenth  of  the  difeafes 
caufcd  by  the  fwamps.  But  laying  this  afide, 
the  culture  of  rice  is  not  very  productive.  Not 
the  prefent,  but  the  ufual  price  of  rice  muft  be 
taken  into  calculation.  Three  years  ago  a hun- 
dred-weight was  worth  between  feven  and  eight 
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fliillings.  I take  it  at  ten  fliillings,  and  thus  raifb 
the  price  by  a fifth.  In  a plantation  of  feventy 
negroes,  no  more  than  forty  of  them  work  ; the 
reft  are  old,  fick,  children,  lcrvants,  &c.  Every 
black  labourer,  on  an  average,  produces  fcarcely 
feyen  barrels  of  rice.  A barrel  is  worth  four 
pound  ten  fliillings,  or  nineteen  dollars  twenty- 
eight  oents.  The  value  of  feven  barrels,  there- 
fore, is  thirty-one  pounds  ten  fliillings,  or  one 
hundred  and  thirty -three  dollars  ninety-fix  cents. 
From  this  m.uft  be  deducted  the  wages  of  thç 
overfeers.  At  the  lowed:  calculation  this  amounts 
to  fixteen  pounds,  or  eighty  dollars  : add  to  this, 
as  the  expence  attending  the  difeafes  of  negroes, 
thirty  pounds,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  ; the  tax  of  one  dollar  for  every  negro,  fe- 
venty dollars  ; laftly  the  cloafhing,  which,  at  one 
pound  for  each  negro,  amounts  to  feventy  pounds, 
or  three  hundred  dollars,  which  mult  be  deducted 
from  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty. 
There  remains  a neat  overplus  of  four  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy -two  dollars  ; which, 
divided  by  feventy,  the  number  of  negroes,  yields 
a clear  profit  of  fixty-eight  dollars  per  head  ; for 
the  fields  with  Indian-corn,  which  are  cultivated 
befid'es  the  rice  fwamps,  ferve  merely  for  the  fub- 
•fiftence  of  the  Haves.  The  forty  working  negroes, 
or  feventy  Haves,  cannot  cultivate  at  moft  above 

three 
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three  hundred  acres  of  fwamps  ; and,  of  confo- 
quence,  land  of  the  very  bell  quality  is  fold  for 
not  quite  fixteen  dollars  the  acre.  It  will  not 
be  denied,  that  wTell  cultivated  land  generally 
yields  more  ; that  for  every  fort  of  crop,  indigo 
and  cotton  excepted,  a fmgle  labourer  can  culti- 
vate more  than  feven  acres  ; and  that,  if  labourers 
were  hired,  their  wages  would  not  exceed  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the  interell  on  the  purchafl-. 
monev,  with  the  fubfiflence  and  taxes  for  ne- 
groes.  The  juftnefs  of  this  calculation  becomes 
more  evident,  when  the  labour  of  Haves  is  com- 
pared with  that  of  freemen,  and  efpecially . when 
a parallel  is  drawn  between  the  culture  of  rice  and 
that  of  any  other  fpecies  of  produce.  The  former 
exhaufls  the  foil,,  and  demands  more  hands  ; con- 
fequently,  while  it  is  cultivated,  a fmaller  quan- 
tity of  land,  even  of  fwamp,  can  be  cleared, — * 
of  land  which,  if  drained  and  cultivated  in  a dif- 
ferent manner,  would  produce  more,  and  yield 
higher  profits.  Moreover,  this  draining  of  the 
fwampy  foil  would  render  the  climate  of  Caro- 
lina perfectly  healthful.  White  people  might  per- 
form the  labour  in  the  fields,  and  every  ground 
for  the  continuance  of  flavcry  would  be  removed. 
Again,  all  the  high  lands  might  thus  be  cleared,, 
which  at  prefent,  merely  for  want  of  hands,  re^ 
main  uncultivated.  Add  to  this,  that  the.  old 
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fwamps,  being  dried  up  by  the  fun  and  the  wind; 
decreafe  every  year,  without  growing  lefs  pefti- 
ferous  by  their  effluvia. 

, This  reafoning,  however  irrefragable  it  appears 
to  me,  will  hardly  Conquer  the  irrefiftible  force  of 
habit,  efpecially  at  the  prefent  period,  when  rice 
fetches  three  times  its  ufual  price,  and  the  planters 
indulge  in  a hope,  that  it  will  not  fall' again,  al- 
though this  appears  highly  improbable  to  all  im- 
partial men. 

The  rivers  in  South  Carolina,  wdiich  have  their 
fources  among  the  mountains,  frequently  over-* 
flowr  their  banks.  Thcfe  inundations,  wdiich  the 
Americans  call  freJJies,  often  fweep  along  the  har- 
veft,  together  with  the  wroods,  which  furround 
the  rice  fields  ; they  are  attributed  to  the  great 
quantity  of  rain  in  Carolina,  to  the  numerous 
rivulets  and  brooks  which  fall  into  the  rivers, 
and  laftly  to  the  great  declivity  of  the  ground, 
through  which  thefe  rivers  flow.  They  have  be- 
come extremely  frequent  of  late  years,  which  is 
imputed  to  the  great  quantity  of  cleared  land, 
where  that  water  ufed  to  ftagnate,  which  is  now 
falling  into  the  rivers.  The  quantity  of  mud  is  at 
the  fame  time  augmented  by  the  earth,  mixed 
with  the  water  ; and  while  the  ftream  is  en- 
creafed,  the  bed  of  the  river  is  narrowed.  No 
certain  mode  of  remedying  this  evil  has,  hitherto, 
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been  difeovered  ; but  a hope  is  entertained,  that, 
by  Conducting  thefe  brooks  and  rivulets  in  a 
ftraight  direction,  by  enlarging  the  mouths  of 
the  rivers,  and  cutting  off  their  numerous  wind- 
ings by  fmail  canals,  it  may  be  poffible  to  fecure 
the  upper  country  agairife  inundations-,  and  to 
leffen  the  danger  of  the  low  lands,  fftuated  nearer 
to  the  mouths  of  the  Itfeams.  There  is,  how- 
ever, reafon  to  fear,  that  this  remedy,  which  has 
not  yet  been  applied,  will  fall  fhort  of  a complete 
cure. 

Although  Upper  Carolina  differs  widely  from 
Lower  Carolina,  both  in  point  of  culture  and 
climate,  yet  the  fame  prejudices  and  manner^ 
prevail  in  both  countries. 

The  original  fet tiers  of  Lower  Carolina  were 
Europeans,  who  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fea  ; the  culture  of  rice  was  fbon 
introduced.  This  is  a produCt  which  felts  not 
every  foil,  and  which  can  be  cultivated  only  by 
flaves.  The  new  fettlcrs  availed  themfelves  of 
this  affiftance,  but  were  ignorant  of  the  climate 
being  rendered  infalubrious  by  this  fort  of  cul- 
ture. It  was  accordingly  commenced,  and  has 
fince  been  continued,  but  will  probably  be  fop- 
preffed  in  the  procefs  of  time. 

Upper  Carolina  wras  fettled  much  later  by  emi- 
grants from  Pennlylvania,  but  efpecialiy  from 
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Virginia  and  Maryland.  The  latter  introduced, 
into  this  country  the  culture  of  tobacco,  to  which 
they  were  accuftomcd,  and  fettled  near  the  rivers, 
on  fuch  foil  as  appeared  to  them  moft  proper  for 
this  branch  of  agriculture.  The  Pennfylvanians 
cultivated  wdieat,  the  chief  produce  of  Pennlyl- 
vania,  but  the  quantity  raifed  was  inconfiderable, 
becaufe  the  emigrants  from  Pennfylvania  were 
the  leaft  numerous;  and  tobacco  was  for  a long 
time  almoft  the  only  commodity  cultivated  in  the 
country,  until  the  low  price  of  tobacco,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  circumftance,  that  it  exhaufts  the  foil, 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  cultivators,  and  induced 
them  to  encreafe  the  cultivation  of  grain  and 
cotton,  and  to  improve  the  grafs-lands. 

This  change  has  taken  place  but  very  lately, 
nor  has  the  ancient  practice  completely  ceafed. 
The  population  of  Upper  Carolina  is  not  nume- 
rous, and  the  emigration  from  that  country  is 
not  inconfiderable.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  the 
beft  land  only,  which  confifts  of  a rich  clay,  is 
cultivated,  while  the  reft  remains  covered  with 
firs,  which  are  of  a much  larger  fize,  than  in 
JLower  Carolina.  This  order  of  things  will  con- 
tinue, as  long  as  the  population  fhall  not  obtain 
more  confiderable  additions,  and  a period  be  put 
to  the  emigration  of  the  inhabitants.  This  reft- 
lefihefs  of  difpofition  prevails  here  as  much  among 
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the  planters,  as  it  does  in  Georgia.  A family  cuts 
down  the  trees  on  fome  acres  of  land,  loofens 
the  furface  of  the  foil,  fows  as  much  Indian-com 
and  potatoes  as  is  neceffary  for  their  fubfiftence, 
and  makes  up  the  deficiency  with  game  or  pork. 
They  frequently  quit  their  fmall  tradl  before  it  is 
completely  cleared,  and  remove  farther  into  the 
foreft,  where,  lefs  furrounded  by  planters,  they 
can  live  more  to  their  tafte.  Thefe  people  are  a 
fort  of  favages,  more  greedy  and  vicious  than  the 
Indians,  and  merely  diftinguifhed  from  the  latter 
by  the  colour.  Such  of  them  as  dwell  on  the  con- 
fines live,  however,  on  better  terms  with  the  na- 
tives, than  thofe  who  refide  on  the  borders  of 
Georgia. 

Inftances  of  planters  continuing  long  in  the 
fame  place  where  they  firft  fettled  are  more  rare 
here,  than  in  Pennfylvania.  They  generally  emi- 
grate from  South  Carolina  to  Teneffee,  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  weftern  countries,  but  fome  re- 
move alfo  to  the  back  part  of  Georgia. 

By  the  computation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  South 
Carolina  in  ,1791,  the  population  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fcventy-three  fouls,  one  hundred  and 
feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  of 
whom  were  flaves.  More  than  two-thirds  of  this 
population  belong  to  Upper  Carolina,  the  inhabi- 
Vol.  II  Kk  tants 
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tants  of  which,  efpecially  the  white  people,  have, 
flnce  that  time,  confiderably  encreafed  in  num- 
ber. Lower  Carolina,  it  is  aflerted,  is  not  in  this 
condition. 

The  trade  of  North  Carolina  has  been  more 
enlarged  than  that  of  any  other  ftate.  Charlefton 
is  in  fadl  the  only  trading  port  of  South  Carolina, 
as  Beaufort  carries  on  no  maritime  trade,  and  that 
of  Georgetown  is  very  trifling,  In  future  all  the 
produce  of  the  country  is  to  be  conveyed  to 
Charlefton  on  the  Santee-canal  ; it  is  at  prefent 
tranfported  down  the  river  by  Georgetown,  and 
fometimes  unfliipped  there;  which  change  of 
conveyance  cannot  but  greatly  injure  the  trade 
of  this  town 
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ït  has  not  been  poffiblc  to  learn  the  value  of  other  articles  exported  in  the  hi  ft  fix  months  of  1796,  nor  the  tonnage  of  Clipping  employed  within  that  period. 
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The  commodities,  comprifed  under  the  deno- 
ruination  of  other  articles,  are  timber,  hemp,  tar, 
fome  deer-fkins,  &c.  and  alfo  provifion  for  the 
Antilles,  which  is  re-exported  from  Charleflon. 

On  examining  this  table,  you  find,  that  the 
extraordinary  increafe  of  the  export  trade  of 
Charlefton,  in  the  four  years  and  a half  in  quef- 
tion,  originates  entirely  from  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports, while  in  point  of  quantity  the  exportation 
has  rather  decreafed  than  increafed  ; for  although 
more  of  cotton  and  rice  has  been  exported,  ye£ 
the  quantity  of  exported  tobacco  and  indigo  is 
lefs.  This  is  flill  more  evident  from  the  quan- 
tity of  tonnage  ; for  in  1795  there  were  em- 
ployed one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  tons  of  fhipping  lefs  than  in  1792,  although 
the  value  of  the  exports  in  1 795  exceeds  that  of 
1792  by  two  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  dol- 
lars, and  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  latter 
year.  It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  the  war, 
in  which  Europe  is  engaged,  and  which  has 
raifed  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  Carolina, 
as  well  as  other  fiâtes,  has  alfo  confiderably  in- 
creafed the  re-exportation  of  provifion  for  the 
Antilles  ; for  the  value  of  the  latter  amounted  in 
1795  to  two  millions  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fix ty- four  dollars 

more 
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more  than  in  1793,  that  is,  to  four  times  as 

• ' 1 " • ' "J  l ‘ J '1 3 

much. 

The  following  ftatement  relative  to  the  expor- 
tation of  the  three  principal  commodities  of  South 
Carolina  from  the  port  of  Charlefton  for  the  years 
1/83,  1/84,  and  1/85,  affords  a comparative 
view  of  the  agriculture  cf  thefe  different  pe« 
riods.* 

Rice.  Tobacco.  Indigo. 

1783,  61,9/4  bar.  2,080  hogfh.  2,051  chefts. 

1784,  03,713  2,303  1 ,78Q 

1785,  05,857  3,929  2,103 

The  trade  of  Charlefton,  which  is  extremely 
adlive,  has  proved  highly  beneficial  to  America, 
as  becomes  evident  from  the  circumftance,  that 
inftead  of  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  tons  of  American  fhipping,  employed  in  this 
trade  in  17Q2,  fifteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fixty-five,  or  three  times  as  many,  were  employed 
in  1793.  The  decreafe  of  foreign  fhipping  du- 
ring the  fame  period  by  twenty  thoufand  and 
eighty- one  tons  is  an  additional  proof,  that  the 
increafe  of  the  trade  of  Charlefton  is  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  greatly  obftrudls 
the  trade  of  the  powers  at  war,  fo  that  this  in- 

* At  this  period  cotton  was  not  cultivated  in  South  Ca- 
rolina* 
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creafe  is  but  temporary.  At  the  conclufion  of 
peace  thefe  nations  will  refume  their  ihare  of  the 
American  trade,  and  probably  greatly  reduce  the 
participation  of  American  bottoms  in  their  colo- 
nial traffic. 

Ï v h not  able  to  procure  from  all  trading  ports 
as  ample  and  corredi  information  as  I obtained  in 
Charlefton  ; but  I am  certain,  that  the  refults 
muft  be  every  where  the  fame.,  and  muft  lead  to 
the  fame  confequences. 

In  addition  to  the  fixty  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  two  tons  of  fhipping  employed  in  the  foreign 
commerce  of  Charlefton,  the  coafting  trade  and 
fifnery  occupies  many  fmall  veifels  from  twelve 
to  feventy  tons  burthen. 

The  increafe  of  tonnage  has  not  been  attended 
with  any  augmentation  of  the  fhip-building  in 
Charlefton.  From  1 7Q 1 until  April  179Ô,  no 
more  than  twxnty-fix  fhips  were  built,  carrying 
in  the  whole  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-five  tons.  They  are  moft  of  them  either 
floops  or  fchooners  ; fome  are  brigs  ; and  two  are 
three-mafted  veflels.  The  reafon  why  the  Chip- 
building  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  export-trade 
is  the  fcarcity,  or  rather  the  great  want  of  work- 
men, a confequence  of  wdiich  is  the  high  price  of 
fhips,  which  are  here  dearer  by  fifteen  dollars  per 
ton,  than  in  the  eaftern  ftates,  which  have  not 

fufficient 
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fufficient  commodities  to  load  their  veflels,  and 
fend  them  accordingly  to  the  fouthern  ftates  for 
fale.  Thus  the  merchants  of  Charlefton  aug- 
ment the  tonnage  of  their  fhipping  by  purchafmg 
fhips  in  the  eaftern  ftates  ; and  this  ftate  of  things 
will  continue  as  long  as  the  population  of  Caro- 
lina fhall  continue  as  fmall,  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
and  labouring  people  can  earn  more  by  working 
in  the  fields,  than  by  any  other  employment. 
Ships  built  in  Carolina  with  the  timber  of  the 
country  laft  three  times  longer,  than  thofe  con- 
ftrudted  in  the  eaftern  ftates  ; for  although  thefe 
employ  timber  of  the  fouth  in  the  building  of 
fhips,  yet  they  are  not  entirely  conftruéted  of  it, 
and  confequently  they  cannot  be  as  durable  as 
veflels  built  in  the  fouthern  ftates. 

For  the  fame  reafons,  which  obftrudl  the  build- 
ing of  fhips  in  Georgia  and  Virginia,  no  feamen 
can  be  found  there  for  manning  the  fhips,  which 
belong  to  Charlefton.  Thefe  are  likewife  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  eaftern  ftates,  and  many  of  them 
arrive  in  that  port,  either  on  board  of  fhips  en- 
gaged in  the  foreign  trade,  or  in  coafting  veflels, 
which  in  winter  carry  to  Charlefton  the  produce 
of  feveral  parts  of  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  on 
account  of  the  higher  wages  engage  on  board  of 
fhips  in  foreign  trade.  Few  of  thefe  feamen  con- 
tinue in  Charlefton  after  the  time,  for  which 
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they  have  hired  themfelves,  is  elapfed,  becaufe 
every  thing  is  there  twice  as  dear  as  in  their  own 
country.  Some  negroes  ferve  alfo  on  board  of 
trading  véffels  ; they  generally  form  a third  of  the 
crew,  and  are  free'  negroes.  But  on  board  of 
coafters,  and  fuch  fhips  as  trade  within  the  dif- 
triél  of  Charleftôn,  they  conftitute  three  fifths  of 
the  Ihip’s  company,  becaufe  the  matters  are  in 
general  alfo  the  owners  of  the  fhips,  and  thus 
can  man*  them  with  their  own  Haves. 

The  articles,  which  form  the  exports  of  Charlef- 
ton,  are  conveyed  to  this  port  either  on  the  differ- 
ent rivers  and  the  Santee-canal,  or  by  land-con- 
veyance, of  which  more  ufe  is  made  than  of  that 
by  water,  on  account  of  the  difficult  navigation 
of  that  part  of  the  river  Santee  which  is  next 
to  the  fea,  of  the  paffage  from  Georgetown  to 
Cbarlefton,  and  of  the  rapid  ftream,  on  working 
up  the  river.  There  are  alfo  parts  in  Upper  Ca- 
rolina, which  are  fo  remote  from  any  navigable 
waters,  that  a land-conveyance  becomes  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary.  Cotton,  indigo,  and  hemp,  are 
tranfported  in  large  waggons  with  four  or  fix 
horfes.  The  hogfheads  of  tobacco  are  not  re- 
moved in  waggons,  but  in  a fort  of  fledges. 
The  carriage  is  not  expenfive,  as  the  horfes  never 
enter  a liable.  They  continually  remain  in  the 
woods,  which  at  all  times  abound  in  grafs  of  the 
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bed  kind.  The  waggoners  carry  their  Indian- 
corn,  their  falt-meat,  and  their  clieefe,  with 
them,  and  enter  the  inns,  to  drink  a few  glafles 
of  whilicy.  The  bufmefs  of  waggoners  is,  I un- 
derftand,  very  profitable  in  Carolina.  The  car- 
riage for  provifion  from  the  back  country  amounts 
to  one  dollar  and  one-third  the  hundred- weight  ; 
in  fpring  it  is  fomewhat  dearer  than  in  autumn. 
The  carriage  to  Columbia  ori  the  river  Combahoe, 
amounts  to  two  fhillings  and  fixpence. 

The  Santee  canal,  which  is  to  conned:  the 
river  Santee  with  the  river  Cooper,  and  which 
is  twenty  miles  in  length,  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  communication  by  water,  and  of  confequence 
confiderably  leffen  the  conveyance  by  land.  This 
canal  will  foon  be  finifhed  ; fome  locks  have  al- 
ready been  built,  and,  it  is  confidently  faid,  that 
it  will  be  completed  about  the  year  1797>  or  at 
lateft  the  year  following.  It  meets  the  river  a 
little  below”  the  point  where  the  tide  turns. 
The  return-paffage  is,  therefore,  much  facilitated 
by  the  flood-tide.  Veffels  of  any  burthen  will 
arrive  here  fafe,  by  means  of  this  inland  naviga- 
tion, from  all  navigable  creeks,  which  empty  into 
the  river  Santee  ; and  moreover,  the  paffage  is 
fhortened  about  twenty  miles. 

The  canal  is  conftruded  by  a company,  in- 
corporated in  178O,  by  an  ad  of  the  legifiature. 
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by  which  allthe  lands,  not  yet  difpofed  of  at  that 
period,  were  granted  to  this  company,  together 
with  the  privilege  of  levying  a toll  for  an  un- 
limited length  of  time.  The  Santee- canal  is  not 
the  only  one,  the  completion  of  which  is  pro- 
moted by  the  legiflatüre  of  Carolina  ; it  alfo  en- 
courages the  coriibrudtion  of  others,  where  the 
face  of  the  country  and  the  courfe  of  the  rivers 
will  permit. 

I cannot  clofe  this  long  article  on  Carolina, 
without  mentioning  with  deferved  praife  the 
kind  reception  I experienced  in  Charlefton.  This 
is  a duty,  which  I owe  to  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  parts  of  America  which  I have  traverfed,  but 
efpecially  to  this  place.  In  no  town  of  the 
United  States  does  a foreigner  experience  more 
* benevolence  and  hofpitality,  or  find  more  agree- 
able manners  and  a more  entertaining  foçiety, 
than  in  Charlefton  ; no  where  will  he  pleafe  him- 
felf  better,  and  no  place  will  he  leave  with  more 
regret.  I fliould  be  obliged  to  name  almoft  every 
perfon  I have  feen  in  Charlefton,  were  I to  do 
juftice  to  my  feelings  ; this,  however,  would  ren- 
der me  too  drffiife.  I fhall  therefore  only  name 
Mr.  John  Pringle,  whofe  houfe,  during  my 
refidence  in  Charlefton,  I confidered  as  my  own  ; 
Mr.  Isaac  Holme,  receiver  of  the  cuftoms,  an 
excellent  man,  pofTelTed  of  extenftve  knowledge, 
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to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  major  part  of  the 
information  I hâve  been  able  to  colled;  ; Mr.  Ed. 
Rutledge,  a man  of  uncommon  parts,  of  a 
cheerful  and  amiable  temper,  of  profound  learn- 
ing and  the  moft  liberal  fentiments,  who  has 
affifted  the  unfortunate  emigrants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo in  the  moft  generous  and  difinterefted 
manner  ; General  Pinckney,  who  by  his  talents, 
prudence,  and  honourable  condud,  has  defervedly 
obtained  the  confidence  and  refped  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  ; laftly,  the  worthy  Mr.  Man,  and  his 
partner  Mr.  Foltz,  to  whom  I had  a letter  of 
introdudion,  and  who  enjoy  a diftinguifhed  re- 
putation for  benevolence,  prudence,  and  redi- 
tude. 

I could  have  wiftied  to  make  a tour  through 
North  Carolina,  before  I returned  to  Philadel- 
phia. But  the  time,  when  I was  obliged  to  be 
in  that  city,  not  allowing  me  to  carry  this  with 
into  effed,  I fhall  here  fubjoin  the  information, 
wdiich  I have  received,  relative  to  North  Caro- 
lina, efpecially  from  Mr.  In  ED  w ell,  member 
of  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  the  United  States,  an 
inhabitant  of  that  country,  and  a man  of  diftin- 
guifhed talents,  and  the  moft  refpedablc  cha- 
rader. 


NORTH 
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NORTtr  CAROLINA. 

The  co aft  of  North  Carolina  was  vifited  a$ 
early  as  the  beginning  of  laft  century,  but  the 
firit  permanent  fe elements  were  formed  in  1 7 1 o, 
by  emigrated  inhabitants  of  the  Palatinate.  The 
proprietors  of  Carolina  encouraged  thefe  fettle- 
merits,  and  granted  to  the  new  fettlers  the  traeft 
of  land  bet  ween  Albemade-found,  formed  by  the 
river  Roanoe  and  Bath  bay,  which  is  formed  by 
the  river  Tar.  This  fcttlcment  was  almoft  com- 
pletely deftroyed  by  the  Tufcarora  Indians  in 
1J21,  from  motives  which  remain  unknown? 
for  the  hiftory  of  North  Carolina  is  involved  in 
greater  obfeurity  than  that  of  any  other  ftate. 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  inhabi- 
tants were  murdered,  and  the  furvivors  demanded 
vengeance  from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina, 
to  which  the  country  at  that  time  belonged.  A 
war  enfued,  in  which  the  Indians  fuftained  very 
fevere  Ioffes,  and  wherein  the  fmall  army  of 
South  Carolina  received  a powerful  affiftance 
from  feveral  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Tufcaro- 
msy  who  did  not  perifii  in  the  war,  left  North 
Carolina,  to  join  the  five  nations  on  the  Great 
Lake.  The  colony,  which  remained  tolerably 
quiet  fmee  that  time,  increafed  in  populoufnefs 

and 
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and  profperity  until  1 729,  when  the  feven  proprie- 
tors transferred  their  right  to  the  Crown.  The 
country  was  at  that  time  disjoined  from  South 
Carolina,  and  by  the  order  of  George  the  Second 
ereded  into  a diftind  province,  under  the  name 
of  North  Carolina. 

In  177Ô  the  conftitution  of  North  Carolina 
was  formed,  on  principles  much  refembling  thofe 
of  the  other  dates.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  condds  of  two  members  for  each  county, 
the  whole  date  being  divided  into  fifty*  eight 
counties,  and  of  twTo  members  for  each  confider- 
ablc  town,  fuch  as  Edenton,  Newbern,  Wilming- 
ton, Salifbury,  Hilfborough,  Halifax,  and  Fay- 
etteville. The  representatives  mull  have  redded 
a twelvemonth  in  the  county,  by  which  they  are 
elected,  and  podTefied  fix  months  an  eftate  of  one 
hundred  acres.  The  Senate  is  compofed  of  one 
member  for  each  county  ; no  inhabitant  can  be 
eleded  a fenator,  without  having  redded  a twelve- 
month  in  the  county,  and  podefdng  three  hun- 
dred acres. 

Thofe  who  eled  the  fenators  mud:  be  twenty- 
one  years  old,  and  have  inhabited  twelve  months 
within  the  date,  and  podeffed  fix  months  an  eftato 
of  dfty  acres.  The  cledors  of  the  reprefentatives 
mud:  be  of  the  fame  age,  and  redded  as  long  in 
die  date  ; but  it  is  fufficient,  that  they  have  paid 
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the  taxes  for  the  laft  year,  without  poffefiing  any 
property. 

The  Governor,  as  well  as  his  council,  compofed 
of  feven  members,  are  elefted  by  both  houfes. 
The  neceffary  qualification  for  the  place  of  a Go- 
vernor are,  an  age  of  thirty  years,  a five  years  refi- 
dence  in  the  ftate,  and  the  pofleffion  of  a pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars. 
(The  money  of  North  Carolina  is  like  that  of 
New  York,  worth  only  eight  fliillings  the  dollar.) 
All  places  under  government  are  in  the  gift  of 
the  two  houfes  ; the  fecretary  of  ftate  is  appointed 
every  three  years.  The  judges,  as  well  as  the 
attorney-general,  are  nominated  in  the  fame 
manner  ; but  they  receive  their  appointment  from 
the  governor,  and  keep  their  places  as  long  as 
they  conduct  themfelves  in  a proper  manner. 
The  governor  bears  no  ihare  in  the  execution  of 
the  law's.  The  conftitution  declares  unworthy 
of  being  appointed  to  any  public  place,  or  eleéïed 
reprefentatives,  all  perfons  who  believe  not  in 
God,  in  the  truth  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and 
the  divine  origin  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment. 

The  public  expenditure  flu&uates  from  thirty  - 
feven  thoufand  five  hundred  to  forty-five  thoufand 
dollars. 

The 
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The  taxes  are  as  follows,  viz.  eight  pence,  or 
two-thirds  of  a (hilling,  for  every  hundred  acres 
of  land,  without  the  lead:  diftinCtion  in  regard 
to  quality  and  fituation, — they  begin  as  (bon  as 
the  occupiers  of  the  lands  enter  upon  their  pof- 
feffion  ; two  (liillings  for  every  hundred  pounds 
taxable  property,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars in  town-lots  ; two  (hillings  for  every  white 
inhabitant  or  negro,  whether  a freeman  or  (lave, 
from  the  twelfth  to  the  fiftieth  year  of  age  ; ten 
(hillings  for  every  (ball ion  ; forty  (liillings  for  the 
licence  to  keep  a tavern,  or  for  felling  fpirituous 
liquors  ; and  from  eight  to  twenty  (hillings  for 
every  fentence  or  decree,  according  to  the  differ- 
ent courts  by  which  they  are  pronounced. 

The  (bate,  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  taxes, 
is  divided  into  fifty- eight  diftriCts,  which  may  be 
altered  by  the  county-courts.  The  juftices  of  the 
peace  are,  by  virtue  of  their  places,  collectors  of 
the  taxes  ; they  are  appointed  by  the  county- 
courts,  and  receive  fix  per  cent  on  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  which  they  colleCt,  and  fixpence  (or 
every  mile  which  they  travel  for  this  purpofe.  In 
1795,  the  taxes  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  fterling,  or  thirty- 
nine  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars  ; the  taxes  on 
town-lots  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  ; on 
lands,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix 
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pounds  ten  fhillings  fterling — (the  number  of 
taxable  acres  amounts  to  one  million  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
feventy)  ; - — the  poll-tax,  twenty-five  thoufand 
four  hundred  dollars  ; the  taxes  on  lawfuits,  billi- 
ards, and  horfes,  two  thoufand  five  hundred; 
making  in  the  whole  forty-fix  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  dollars.  Deducting  from  this 
fum  the  expence  of  collecting  the  taxes,  and  the 
lofs  arifing  from  defaulters,  there  remains  a neat 
furplus  of  thirty-nine  thoufand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

The  public  debt  conflits  in  bills  of  credit  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  or  three  hundred  and  feventy-five 
thoufand  dollars,  which  are  either  in  the  treafury 
or  in  circulation.  By  the  determination  of  the 
commiffioners  the  debt,  which  the  Union  owes 
to  this  ftate,  amounts  to  five  hundred  and  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- two  dollars. 

The  Apalachian  or  Alleghany  Mountains  divide 
the  ftate  into  two  parts,  which,  in  point  of  cli- 
mate and  foil,  widely  differ  from  each  other. 
The  low  lands,  which  might  be  cultivated  in  as 
advantageous  a manner,  as  thofe  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  are  far 
from  having  attained  the  fame  degree  of  culture. 
The  great  difficulties  by  which  the  river  naviga- 
tion 
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tion  is  obftruéled,  and  efpecially  the  want  of  har- 
bours, which  impedes  the  exportation  of  com- 
modities, cannot  but  check  the  progrefs  of  culti- 
vation, and  bar  the  profperity  of  North  Carolina, 
efpecially  as,  from  want  of  money,  thefe  impedi- 
ments canhot  poffibly  be  removed.  The  greateft 
obftacle  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  confifts 
in  their  mouths  being  fliut  up  by  large  fand- 
banks,  originating  either  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
ftreams,  from  ftrong  currents  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, or  perhaps  from  both  thefe  caufes,  and  which 
probably  will  prevent  North  Carolina,  for  a con- 
fiderable  length  of  time,  from  enjoying  all  the 
advantages,  which  the  might  otherwife  derive 
from  her  foil  and  fituation. 

The  entrance  of  thofe  places  which  are  called 
harbours,  is  fo  very  difficult,  and  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  narrows  fo  inconfiderable,  that,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  there  exift  no  ports  in  North  Caro- 
lina. The  beft  of  them  is  Wilmington,  thirty- 
five  miles  from  Cape  Fear.  Ships  of  three  hun- 
dred tons  burthen, may  enter  this  port;  but  the 
entrance  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  a large 
fhoal,  known  to  feafaring  people  under  the  name 
of  the  Rocks  of  Cape  Fear.  The  north-eafhcrn 
branch  of  the  river  Fear  is  navigable  as  iar  as  Fay- 
etteville, one  hundred  miles  beyond  Wilmington, 
for  veffels  of  eighteen  or  twenty  tons  burthen. 
Vol.  II.  L i Th? 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


514 

This  navigation,  which  is  of  a much  greater  ex- 
tent  than  any  other  river-navigation  in  the,  ftate, 
contributes  much  to  enliven  the  trade  of  Wil- 
mington. The  commodities  of  the  back  country 
arc  fentt  hither,  as  well  as  the  produce  of  the  An- 
tilles, and  European  manufactures.  Fayetteville 
derives  fome  importance  from  this  ftate  of  things, 
and  its  commerce  is  daily  encreafing.  Wilming- 
ton chiefly  trades  to  the  Antilles.  European  goods 
are  fent  thither  from  Charlefton,  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk.  The  exports  of  Wilmington  amounted, 
in  l/Ql,  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  ; in 
1792,  to  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars;  in  1793, 
to  one  hundred  and  feventy-one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  dollars;  in  1794,  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fixty-feven  dollars;  and  in  1795,  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty- four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars. 

The  moft  confiderable  parts,  next  to  Wilming- 
ton, are  Edenton  and  Newbern.  Newbern  is 
feated  on  the  river  Nufe,  at  its  confluence  with 
the  Trent,  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  from 
which  the  coaft  of  North  Carolina  is  feparated 
by  long  and  fmall  iflets,  from  Cape  Lookout  to 
the  borders  of  Virginia.  Ships  coming  from  fea 
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pafs  between  thefe  iflets  to  enter  the  large  bays, 
into  which  all  the  rivers  of  Carolina  empty  them- 
felvés.  Ships  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to 
two  hundred  tons  burthen  fail  as  far  as  twelve 
miles  above  Newbern,  and  the  river  is  navigable 
for  fmaller  veffels  one  hundred  miles  farther  up 
the  river.  Veffels  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons 
burthen  are  frequently  obliged  to  unload.  The 
exports  of  Newbern  amounted,  in  1791,  to  one 
hundred  and  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars;  in  1792,  to  one  hundred  and  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty -feven  dollars; 
in  1/Q3,  to  fixty  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  dollars  ; in  1 794,  to  fixty- nine  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  feventecn  dollars;  and  in  1795,  to 
feventy-thrce  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars. 

Edenton  is  fituated  on  the  river  Ptoanoke,  near 
the  point  of  Albemarle-found,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  the  ifland  of  Roanoke,  one  of 
the  above  iflets.  Ships  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  burthen  can  fail  as  far  as  Edenton,  and  fome 
miles  farther  up.  Thence  to  the  rapids,  that  is, 
to  the  diftance  of  feventy  miles  from  Edenton, 
the  river  is  only  navigable  for  latteaux  of  twenty 
or  thirty  tons  burthen.  The  Roanoke  waters  the 
moft  fertile  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  exports 
from  Edenton  amounted,  in  1791,  to  ninety-two 
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thoufand  three  hundred  and  fix  dollars  ; in  1792 
to  eighty- feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  three 
dollars  ; in  1 ; 93,  to  fifty-nine  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix  dollars;  in  1/94*  to  fifty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  ; and 
in  1/Q5,  to  feventy- feven  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  feven  dollars. 

The  produce  of  the  country  above  the  rapids 
is  unfhipped  at  the  fpot  where  they  begin,  and 
tranfported  by  land  to  Peterfburgh  in  Virginia. 
When  the  projected  canal  through  Difmalfwamps 
fhall  be  finifhed,  which  is  to  conned  Albemarle- 
found  with  the  river  Elizabeth,  all  the  commo- 
dities, which  are  at  prefent  exported  from  Eden- 
ton,  will  be  tranfported  to  Norfolk,  as  the  com- 
munication with  Albemarle-found  becomes  more 
and  more  difficult.  The  county  of  Camden,  fitu~ 
ated  on  Albemarle-found,  and  nearer  to  the  fea 
than  Edenton,  has  a cuftom-houfe,  as  well  as  the 
town  of  Wilmington,  feated  on  the  river  Fear, 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  ifland  Ocrecok. 
Their  fituation  being  lefs  favourable,  than  that 
of  the  three  former,  their  exports  are  in  confe- 
quence  lefs  confiderable.  From  the  books  of  thefe 
five  cuftom-houfes  it  appears,  that  the  exports 
from  North  Carolina  amounted,  in  1 79 1,  to  five 
hundred  and  twenty- four  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  forty-eight  dollars;  in  1/02,  to  two  hum 
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dred  and  twenty-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  dollars;  in  1/93*  to  three  hun- 
dred and  fixty-five  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars;  in  179 4,  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
feven  dollars;  and  in  1/95,  to  four  hundred  and 
ninety-two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-one 
dollars.  Thefe  exports  are  almoft  entirely  drawn 
from  the  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina,  and  con- 
fifl:  in  tar,  turpentine,  refm,  balks,  boards,  fhin- 
gles,  ftaves,  deer  and  calf  fkins,  tobacco  and  rice, 
(of  the  laft  two  articles  but  fmall  quantities  are 
exported),  pork,  bacon,  tallow7,  bees- wax,  myrtle- 
wax,  &c.  The  productions  of  the  upper  parts  of 
North  Carolina  are  exported  to  the  eaftern  ftates, 
wrhich  in  return  fupply  Carolina  wdth  flour, 
cheefe,  hides,  potatoes,  hardware,  hats,  and  Eu- 
ropean goods.  The  high  price  of  labour  and  dif- 
ficult navigation  obftrud:  the  building  of  fhips, 
although  the  country  produces  the  finefl  fhip- 
timber  in  the  greateft  abundance. 

The  lower  parts  of  North  Carolina  are  as  un- 
healthy as  thofe  of  South  Carolina  ; nay  more  fo, 
although  there  are  not  as  many  rice-fwamps  in 
the  former,  as  in  the  latter  province.  In  winter 
fevers  and  pleurifies  are  very  frequent.  The  cli- 
mate of  the  upper  parts  is  very  healthful  ; they 
are  waffled  by  many  rapid  ftreams,  and  not  lia- 
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ble  to  the  fame  dangers.  In  both,  but  efpecially 
in  the  upper  parts,  the  woods  are  full  of  pigs  and 
calves,  which  furnifh  confiderable  articles  of  ex- 
portation. The  population  of  North  Carolina 
amounted,  in  1791,  to  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  fouls,  one 
hundred  and  five  thoufand  and  fixty-one  of  whom 
were  flaves.  The  exactnefs  of  this  eftimate  is, 
however,  doubted,  and  the  population,  it  is 
aflerted,  was  already  in  1 79 1 more  confiderable, 
than  it  appears  by  this  eftimate.  Since  that  period 
it  has  been  encreafed  more  from  its  own  ftock, 
than  by  emigration  from  other  ftates  ; for  though 
eolonifts  arrive  from  thefe  parts,  yet  on  the  other 
hand  many  fettlers  emigrate  again  to  Georgia; 
South  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  TenefTee.  Since 
1788,  Raleigh  is  the  capital  and  feat  of  govern- 
ment, which,  previoufly  to  that  time,  removed 
from  one  place  to  another.  The  towns  in  Ca- 
rolina are  few  in  number  and  infignificant.  Moft 
of  the  proprietors  refide  on  their  plantations,  and 
live  there  like  Virginians,  but  not  quite  fo  well, 
as  in  general  they  poffefs  not  fo  much  wealth,  as 
the  Virginia  planters.  They  are  bufied,  it  is  faid, 
in  perfecting  their  mode  of  agriculture,  and  are 
good  and  mild  matters  to  their  flaves.  I have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  either  the  regulations  con- 
cerning them,  or  any  other  law* 
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The  moH  numerous  feCl  in  North  Carolina  is 
that  of  the  Prefbyterians,  efpecially  in  the  wefiern 
parts,xwhich  are  inhabited  by  emigrants  of  Penn- 
fyl  vania.  But  there  are  alfo  great  numbers  of  Cal- 
vinifts,  Lutherans,  Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers  ; 
they  perform,  however,  no  more  divine  fervice  in 
a regular  manner,  than  they  do  in  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina.  Here  is  alfo  a fettlement  of 
Moravians. 

This  is  the  information,  that  I have  been  able 
to  collect,  relative  to  North  Carolina,  of  all  the 
Hates  apparently  moft  remote  from  that  improved 
llate  of  culture,  which,  from  the  quality  of  its  foil 
and  productions,  it  is  perfectly  capable  of  attain- 
ing. North  Carolina  will,  no  doubt,  in  time  ad- 
vance to  a more  perfeét  degree  of  cultivation  ; 
her  future  opulence  will  depend  on  the  quality 
of  commodities  fhe  produces  ; but,  from  the  na- 
ture of  her  coaft  and  rivers,  fhe  will  never  be 
able  to  acquire  confiderable  rank  among  trading 
and  commercial  liâtes. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

[Since  the  Jheet  was  printed  off  which  contains  the 
remarks  on  the  policy  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Upper  Canada,  the  following  authentic  Document  has 
keen  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Editor,  who,  in  juftice 
to  the  character  of  the  refpeffable  General,  has  here 
prefented  it  to. J 


Speech  of  His  Excellency  JOHN  GRAVES 
SIMCOE,  Esq.  Lieutenant- Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Upper  Canada,  &c.  &c.  &c.  upon 
proroguing  the  Fifth  Seffion  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament  of  Upper  Canada. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legiflative  Council, 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  ! 

P ¥"AHE  public  bufinefs  of  the  feffions  being 
JL  brought  to  a conclufion,  it  is  with  pleafure, 
I confider  your  proceedings  therein,  have  been 
marked  with  the  fame  attention  to  the  welfare 
of  the  province,  which  has  diftinguiflied  your 
condudï  throughout  the  whole  of  this,  the  firft 
provincial  parliament  of  Upper  Canada  ; and 
which  draws  near  to  its  termination  agreeably  to 
the  laws. 
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It  is  not  poffible  for  me,  without  emotion,  to 
contemplate,  that  wre  have  been  called  upon  to 
execute  the  moft  important  truft  that  can  be 
delegated  by  the  King  and  Britifti  Parliament, 
during  a period  of  awful  and  ftupendous  events, 
which  ftill  agitate  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
and  which  have  threatened  to  involve  all  that  is 
valuable  in  civil  fociety  in  one  promifeuous  ruin. 
However  remote  we  have  been  happily  placed 
from  the  feene  of  thefe  events,  we  have  not  been 
without  their  influence  ; but,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God,  it  has  only  been  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
this  province,  founded  upon  the  rock  of  loyalty, 
demonftrates  one  common  fpirit  in  the  defence 
of  their  king  and  their  country. 

In  the  civil  provifions  for  the  eftablifhment  and 
maintenance  of  our  conftkution,  and  the  benefits 
flowing  therefrom,  we  fliall,  I truft,  always  recoi- 
led: with  great  fatisfadion,  that  we  have  been 
aduated  and  guided  by  a fair  and  upright  defire 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  private  right  and  of 
public  prosperity. 

I humbly  believe  that  his  Majefty,  die  father 
of  his  people,  and  the  beneficent  founder  of  this 
loyal  province,  will  accept  our  endeavours  to  per- 
petuate thefe  bleffings,  which  it  is  his  wifli  fhould 
attend  his  faithful  fubjeds  and  their  remoteft 
pofterity. 
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Honourable  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen! 

It  is  our  immediate  duty  to  recommend  our 
public  aCts  to  our  fellow-IubjeCls  by  the  efficacy 
of  our  private  example  ; and  to  contribute  in  this 
traCl  of  the  Britifh  empire,  to  form  a nation, 
obedient  to  the  laws,  frugal,  temperate,  induftri- 
ous  ; — imprefled  with  a ftedfaft  love  of  juftice, 
of  honour,  of  public  good  ; with  unlhaken  pro» 
bity  and  fortitude  amongft  men,  with  Chriftian 
piety  and  gratitude  to  God  ! 

Confcious  of  the  intention  of  well-doing,  I 
fhall  ever  cherifh,  with  reverence,  and  humble 
acknowledgement,  the  remembrance,  that  it  is 
my  lingular  happinefs  to  have  borne  to  this  pro- 
vince the  powers,  the  privileges,  the  principles, 
and  the  practice  of  the  Britiffi  conftitution  ; this 
perpetual  monument  of  the  good-will  of  the  em- 
pire, the  reward  of  tried  affection  and  loyalty,  can 
beft  fulfil  the  juft  end  of  all  government,  as  the 
experience  of  ages  hath  proved,  by  communicat- 
ing uni  verfally,  protection  and  profperity,  to  thofo 
who  tnake  a rightful  ufe  of  its  advantages. 


of  the  UNITED  STATUS,  CANADA  .V< ■ .i/i/i/h/<</  In  ii/n.<t/;/lt  !//<■  Travels  n/'l//,]) uke  delà  Rorhefoucaii It  Liane onrt 


INDEX 

TO  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 


A. 

ADAMS,  Mr.  Prclident  of  the  United  States,  character  of, 
124. 

Agriculture,  Hate  of,  in  SHenedtady,  50  ; Albany,  62  ; Marlbo- 
rough, 109;  in  the  diftridt  ofMaine,  156;  in  Rhode  Bland, 
27 4 ; in  the  townfhip  of  Lebanon,  309  ; near  Newhaven,  321  ; 
in  Carolina,  41 1 ; Georgia,  460. 

Ague,  endemical  in  the  diftrict  of  Gerteliee,  34,  36  > * 

Albany,  county  of,  its  population,  52. 

— - »,  city  of,  55  ; its  fettlement,  when  formed,  ib.  ; lituation, 

harbour,  and  trade,  ib.  ; its  exports,  56  ; {hipping,  ib.  ; price 
of  {hip-building,  58  ; population,  60  ; ftyle  of  building,  ib.  ; 
revenues,  ib.  ; bank,  61;  churches,  ib.  ; manufactories,  62  ; 
Author’s  departure  from,  88  ; negligence  of  its  merchants,  303. 
Allowamfet  Pond,  account  of  the  iron  ore  at,  260  ; manner  of 
procuring  it,  ib.  ; price  of  labour  at,  261. 

Alma,  Captain,  at  Ducktrap  Creek,  account  of  theeftate  of,  164; 
liis  faw-mill,  169. 

Amarefkoghin  Creek,  209  ; its. {hip-building,  ib. 

Ambrofe,  Saint,  lituation  of  the  Spanifli  Wand  of,  129  ; abounds 
with  feals,  ib.  ; no  anchorage,  ib. 

Anecdotes,  the  Author  miftaken  for  a dodtor,  and  its  fuccefs,  16; 

of  Mr.  Mac  Elroy,  102  ; of  the  Creek  Indians,  463, 
Apalachicola  River,  47 1 . 

B. 

Baron,  Dr.  account  of  his  plantation,  435  ; its  extent  and  coll  of 
purchafe,  436. 

Barrington,  a fmall  fea-port,  288  ; its  houfes,  ib.  ; price  of  land,  ib. 
Bath,  a port  of  entry  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  208  ; its  exports^ib. 
Belfaft,  account  of  the  towmfhip  of,  170  ; cnurçh,  ib. 

Belly  town,  account  of,  105. 

Bsrkfhire,  population  of  the  county  of,  102. 

Berwick,  account  o.f.  the  diftrict  of,  221  ; houfes  in  the  town  of,  ib. 
Vol.  IL  a Beverley.» 
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Beverley,  fituation  of*  the  village  of,  238  ; its  fifiiery,  ib. 

Biddeford,  account  of  the  town  of,  220  ; its  trade,  ib,  ; 
ports,  ib. 

Bingham,  inn  of ’Squire,  15  ; the  family  all  ill  of  the  ague,  ib.  $ 
extraordinary  ciïre  by  the  Author,  16;  water  here  abomin- 
able,  19. 

Bligh,  Mr.  poffeffor  of  very  valuable  lands  in  South  Carolina, 
408  ; account  of  his  negroes,  and  quantity  of  rice  he  raifes,  ib* 

Rofton,  its  environs,  111,  1 12  ; its  fituation,  113  ; harbour,  114; 
the  negleét  of  fortifications,  ib.  ; its  houfes,  123  ; manners  of 
its  inhabitants,  ib.  ; their  errterprifing  fpirit  and  trade,  126; 
tonnage  of  the  port  of,  246  ; exports,  247'  ; imports,  248  ; du- 
ties, ib. 

Brefwit  Ifiand,  6 ; Covered  throughout  with  wood,  ib. 

Brigadiers  Ifiand,  account  of,  175  ; its  inhabitants,  ib  ; its  fhore 
famous  for  falmon-fifhery,  176. 

Briftol,  county  of,  its  population,  274;  great  abundance  of  iron 
ore,  ib. 

Briftol,  a final!  fea-port,  287  ; its  trade,  ib» 

Broadbay,  account  of  the  town  of,  199. 

Brempton  Fort,  account  of,  19. 

Brown,  Mofes,  character  of,  289. 

Brown*  John,  brother  to  Mofes,  the  riche  ft  merchant  in  Provlo 
dence>2 96  ; account  of  his  great  concerns,  ib. 

Brunfwick,  account  of  the  diftridl  of,  208. 

Rrunfwick,  defeription  of  the  town  of,  363  ; principal  town  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  ib.  ; its  population,  364  ; brifk  traf-* 
fic  With  New  York,  ib. 

Burr,  eftate  of  Colonel,  359  ; his  character,  ib. 

C. 

Cabot,  Mr.  fenator  of  the  United  States,  for  Maffachufetts,  250* 

Caimans,  numerous  in  South  Carolina*  452  ; in  Georgia,  460  ;■ 
account  of  this  fpeeies  of  crocodile,  452V 

Caldwell,  James,  account  of  his  extenfive  mills  and  manufae* 
tories  at  Albany,  62,  63. 

Cambridge,  account  of  the  Umverfity  of,  122  ; its  funds,  ib.  ; 
price  of  education  and  board,  123. 

Camden  River,  163  ; its  navigation,  ib» 
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Canada  Creek,  32  ; its  extraordinary  riling  in  the  fpring,  ib. 

Canal,  near  the  Little  Falls,  45  ; near  St.  George’s  River,  156  ; 
joining  the  Santee  with  Cooper  River,  505. 

Canalmegi,  a German  fettlement,  48  . 

Cape  Ann,  method  of  drying  cod-filh  there,  140  ; account  of  the 
fifhery,  141  ; its  road,  143  ; fort,  ib. 

Carolina,  account  of  the  fettlement  of,  382  ; its  hiftory,  383,  384; 
divided  into  North  and  South,  384. 

Carolina,  North,  hiftory  of,  508  ; conftitution,  509,  510  ; pub-» 
lie  expenditure,  510  ; taxes,  511  ; public  debt,  512  ; divifion, 
ib.  ; inland  navigation,  ib.  ; harbours,  513;  trade,  514;  ex- 
ports, 516;  climate,  517;  population,  518  ; religious  feds, 
519. 

*• , South,  its  conftitution,  385  to  338,  inclufive  ; crimi- 

nal offences  very  numerous,  393  ; military  regulations,  394, 
395,  396  ; taxes,  398  , how  affeffed  and  colleded,  ib.  ; pub- 
lic debt,  401  ; pay  of  its  officers,  404;  paper  money,  ib.  ; 
banks,  405,  406  ; climate,  412  ; fchools  and  education,  419; 
manufadories,  420  ; price  of  fhips,  421  ; its  population,  497* 

Cafco,  defeription  of  the  bay  of,  210. 

Caftle  Ifland,  convids  confined  in,  115  ; acoiint  of  its  gàrrifon, 
118  ; their  employ,  11 9. 

Cæfar,  a negro,  difeovered  a remedy  againft  the  bite  of  a rattle- 
fnake,  444  ; how  rewarded,  ib. 

Charlefton,  departure  from  Philadelphia  for,  370  ; its  fituation, 
374;  hiftory  of,  375,  376,  377  ; buildings,  373  ; inhabitants, 
379  j their  manners  and  cuftoms,  379>  380,  381  ; political 
fentiments,  381,  382  ; conftitution,  385,  336;  laws,  388  ; 
workhoufe,  ib.  ; prifons,  392  ; population,  393  ; town  rates, 
400;  negro  market,  410  ; difeafes,  412  ; police,  416;  market, 
420  ; medical  fociety,  423  ; library,  425  ; imports  and  ex- 
ports, 499  to  501  ; tonnage,  502. 

Charleftown,  account  of  the  village  of,  245. 

Charlotte  Iflands,  defeription  of  its  inhabitants,  136  ; its  trade  fa 
furs,  ib. 

Chelfea,  account  of  the  port  of,  306. 

Cherokee,  Chadaw,  and  Creek  Indians,  inhabit  the  borders  of 
Georgia,  466  ; their  numbers  capable  of  bearing  arms,  ib. 
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Cochïeo  River,  226. 

Cdii'gny,  Admiral,  attempted  to  eftablifh  colonies  in  Carolina* 
but  without  fuccefs,  382. 

Connecticut  River,  defcription  of  its  banks,  105. 

Connecticut,  trade  of,  304,  305,  344  ; hiftory  of,  324  ; conftitu* 
tion  and  laws,  325  to  331,  inclusive  ; religious  worfhip,  331  ; 
police,  332  ; fchools  and  colleges,  33 3,  334,  335  ; fervitude  of 
negroes  not  abolilhed  in  this  ftate,  335  ; its  militia,  337  ; taxes, 
338,  339,  340;  exports,  341  ; tonnage,  ib.  ; population,  342$ 
character  of  its  inhabitants,  343. 

Cota,  Mrs.  at  North  Yarmouth,  account  of,  212^ 

Cotton,  culture  of,  in  South  Carolina,  411  ; in  Georgia,  460  ;•  is 
Ealt  Florida,  472. 

\ 

Cotty,  Dr.  at  Marlborough,  account  of  his  Eftate,  109  ; his  cha** 
radier,  110. 

County  Rates,  account  of  the,  at  Saratoga,  69  $ none  in  South 
Carolina,  400* 

Couteaux,  character  of  M.  Ie,  84. 

Cumberland,  county  of,  its  population,  217. 

D. 

Davres,  character  of  Mr.  218. 

Desjardins,  Mr.  owner  of  three  hundred  thoufand  acres  in  Hun* 
ger  Bay,  27  ; his  intentions  of  forming  fettlements,  ib. 

Dollar,  value  of,  in  New  Hampfhire,  230  ; new  England,  ib. 

Dover,  capital  of  the  county  of  Waterford,  226;  its  lituation,  ib.  ; 
population,  ib. 

Drayton  Hall,  an  eftate  belonging  to  Doctor  Drayton,  438  ; de® 
fcription  of  the  houfe  and  gardens,-  ib. 

Ducktrap,  account  of  its  hlhery,  166;  where  dried,  ib.  ; method 
of  fhip-building,  at,  167?  168. 

Dupettitthouars3  Mr.  catches  the  ague,  36,  47;  returns  home,  38. 

E. 

Eaft  PafFage,  defeription  of,  272. 

Edenton,  account  of,  515;  its  lit  nation  , ib.  ; Ihipping,  ibv  ; ex-> 
ports,  516. 

Elem,  Samue1,  a large  farmer  in  Rhode  Ifland,  273  ; defcriptioit 
of  his  houfe^  274  ; his  method  of  farming,  ib.  ; his  character* 
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Elizabethtown,  account  of  the  townlhip  of,  335  ; its  houfes,  ib,  ; 
churches,  ib.  ; council  houfe  and  academy,  ib. 

Ellworth,  Mr.  of  Connedicut,  chief  jultice  of  the  United  States, 
371. 

EfTex,  county  of,  243  ; its  population,  ib. 

Euftis,  Dr.  of  Bolton,  his  character  and  political  principles,  249- 

F. 

Fairfield,  account  of  the  diltriél  of,  347;  its  exports,  ib„ 

Falmouth,  town  of,  215  ; united  with  Portland,  ib. 

Females,  obfervations  on  the  drels  of,  near  Portland,  212. 

Florida,  Ealt,  its  inhabitants,  471  ; its  cotton  plantations,  4*72; 
its  rice  fwamps,  ib. 

Florida,  Welt,  defcription  of  its  Ihore,  4/3  ; its  land,  474;  be- 
longs  to  Spain,  but  is  fupplied  with  European  goods  from  Eng- 
land, 477  ; its  military  force,  432. 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Rotterdam,  22  ; at  Schuyler  Town,  40  ; near 
New  Bedford,  2/4. 

Fur-Trade,  how  carried  on  by  the  Ruffians,  137. 

G, 

Georgia,  Hate  of,  the  worlt  regulated  in  the  Union,  460  ; its  in- 
habitants, ib.  ; adminiltration  of  jultice,  ib.  ; machinery  for 
cleaning  of  cotton,  461  ; its  importation  of  negroes,  ib.  ; its 
foil,  462  ; well  watered,  463  ; climate,  464  ; its  Indian  popu- 
lation, 466  ; law  concerning  negroes,  469  ; Augulta  was  the 
chief  town  in  this  diftridl,  ib.  ; Louifyille,  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, 470. 

German  Flatts,  defcription  of  the,  42  ; the  molt  fruitful  foil  in 
America,  ib. 

Glavery,  ’Squire,  at  Camden,  account  of  his  lands,  mills,  trade* 
&c.  163. 

Gloucelter,  account  of  the  town  of,  142;  its  lituation,  ib.  ; its 
filhery  and  trade,  ib.  ; exports,  143. 

Goat  Illand*  account  of,  281  ; a fort  eredted,  ib.  ; ceded  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Illand  to  the  United  States,  ib. 

Goldhue,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  242  ; his  character,  ibo 

Goofe  Creek,  account  of,  432;  its  extent,  ib. 

Gore,  Mr.  Advocate-general  of  the  United  States,  250. 

■ri  3 Gouverne!* 
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Contract,  eflate  of  M.  de,  82;  charader  o£  his  wife,  ib.  ; ac* 
count  of  his  purchafe,  83,^ 

Governors  Ifland,  114,  118. 

Granite,  between  Fort  Ofwego  and  Albany,  54;  on  the.  coafts  of 
Maffachufetts,  New  Hampfhire,  and  Maine,  350  ; ftrata  of, 
near  Plymouth,  352. 

Green,  General,  account  of,  282  ; his  exploits,  283  ; his  moral 
charader,  284  ; monument  ereded  to  his  memory  by  order  of  . 

Congrefs,  ib. 

Griffin,  Mr.  at  Brigadiers  liland,  budding  a brig,  177  > its  coll 
when  complete,  ib. 

PL 

Hailowell,  account  of  the  town  of,  206  i its  houfes,  ib.  ; Ihip-f 
building,  ib. 

Hamilton,  Mr.  the  celebrated  orator,  fon-in-law  to  General 
Schuyler,  64. 

Hammock  Mountain,  the  boundary  of  the  State  of  new  York  and 
Maffachufetts,  102. 

HampjGuire,  population  of  the  county  of,  104. 

Hampton  Fall,  in  the  Province  of  New;  Hampdiire,  235  ; an  inn 
in  high  repute,  ib. 

Hancock,  county  of,  181  ; its  extent  and  population,  ib. 

Hartford,  county  of,  its  population,  315. 

^ ■ — , environs  of,  310,  311,  314;  its  population,  312  ; trade 

and  fhipping,  ib.  ; exports,  ib.  ; manufactory,  ib.  ; account  of 
the  town,  313  ; chief  town  in  the  county  of  the  fame  name, 
ib.  ; its  bank,  capital,  and  dividends,  ib. 

Plary,  a beverage  of  the  kings  and  chiefs  in  the  Marqueta  Iflands* 
132;  how  prepared,  ib. 

Herkemer,  county  of,  40  ; its  population,  ib. 

Heron,  the,  a ufeful  bird,  in  the  rice  fwamps,  483. 

Hillhoufe,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  346  ; his  charader,  ib. 

Hingham,  village  of,  famous  for  its  fçhools,  252  ; its  produce* 
ib.  ; a feat  of  General  Lincoln,  ib. 

Hofpitality,  the  general  charaderiftic  of  the  Americans,  459» 

Hudfon,  defcription  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  71,  72. 

I.  ■ 

Jay,  political  fyltem  and  condud  of  Mr.  3580 

Jeffery  s 
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«Mery,  Mr.  an  eminent  merchant  at  Boflon,  249  ; his  charac* 
ter,  ib. 

Ingraham’s  Iflands,  account  of,  134. 

Johnftown,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  49$  its  po- 
pulation, ib. 

Ipfwich,  account  of  the  village  of,  238;  its  fituation,  ib.  ; har- 
bour and  trade,  ib. 

Iron-ftone,  great  quantities  of,  at  Plymouth,  257  ; at  New  BecV 
ford,  260. 

Ifard,  Mr.  late  member  of  Congrefs,  428  ; his  efiates  in  South 
Carolina,  429  ; his  houfe,  ib.  ; a zealous  advocate  for  flavery, 
431. 

K. 

Kennebeck  River,  account  of,  205. 

King,  Mr.  a fenator  of  the  United  States,  359  ; his  charadter,  ib. 

Knox,  General,  fituation  and  defcription  of  his  manfion,  146; 
his  extenlive  eftate,  147  ; his  plans  and  projedis,  151,  152;  his 
offer  for  poffehion  of  Brigadiers  Ifland,  176;  charadter  of  the 
General  and  his  family,  195  Î Author’s  departure  from,  ib. 

L. 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Rotterdam,  22  ; at  Schuylertown,  40  ; near 
the  Little  Falls,  47  ; at  Saratoga,  70  ; at  Marlborough,  109  ; 
in  the  diftridl  of  Maine,  160;  at  Profpedts,  174;  Brunfwick, 
209  ; in  New  Hampfhire,  230  ; in  the  diftridl  of  New  Bedford, 
261;  at  New  Bedford,  274  ; at  Providence,  297;  in  Connec- 
ticut, 305  ; at  Lebanon,  309;  ne^r  Newhaven,  321. 

Land,  price  of,  near  Oiwego  Falls,  10  ; along  Wood  Creek,  34  ; 
near  Fort  Stanwix,  38  ; in  Schuylertown,  39  ; in  the  Ger- 
man Flatts,  43  ; at  Shenedtady,  50  ; in  the  vicinity  of  Albany, 
61  ; on  the  Mohawk  River,  75  ; at  Lebanon,  101  ; near  Port- 
land, 217  ; near  Portfmouth,  229;  near  Hingham,  252  ; near 
New  Bedford,  274  ; at  Rhode  Ifland,  273  ; at  Newport,  ib.; 
in  Connedlicut,  305  ; near  Newhaven,  321  ; at  Sandyhdl, 
449;  in  Georgia,  465. 

Land,  produce  of,  near  Stanwix  Fort,  39  ; at  Schuylertown,  40  ; 
in  Shenedtady,  50  ; in  the  Mohawk  River,  75  ; at  Crankford, 
177  ; Brunfwick,  208  ; Biddeford,  220  ; Portfmouth,  230  ; 
Hear  Hinsjham,  252;  in  the  diltridt  of  New  Bedford,  261  ; at 
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Khode  IHand,  273  ; in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newport,  ib.  ; 
at  Providence,  297  ; about  Newhaven,  321  ; at  Goofe  Creek, 
43 1 ; in  Weft  Florida,  476. 

Langdon,  Mr.  a fenator,  233  ; a man  of  the  firft  importance  in 
Portfmouth,  ib.  ; oppofedthe  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce betweep  Great  Britain  and  America,  ib.  ; his  character 
and  family,  ib. 

Lebanon,  its  midicinal  fprings,  91;  its  population,  308;  houfes, 
ibid. 

Lee,  Mr.  at  WifcafTet,  his  character,  202. 

Light-houfes,  two  eredted  near  Newbury  Port,  236. 

Limeftone,  near  Saratoga,  77  ; abundance  at  Thomaftown,  Bel- 
faft,  Ducktrap,  and  Waldoborough,  350. 

Lincoln,  General,  account  of,  250  ; 'Lis  military  fame,  251  j his 
•prelent  employment,  ib.  ; a member  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
in  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  ib  ; his  character,  ib.  ; pofteftes 
very  extenfive  eftates,  252. 

1 , Mrs.  widow  of  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  General,'  her  cha- 

radier,  253. 

Lincoln,  population  of  the  county  of,  20Q. 

Little  h alls, . defcription"  of  the,  45.  ' 

«— — — — , account  of  the  town  of,  47  ; its  houfes,  ib.;  mills,  ib.  ; 

Locke,  the  celebrated  John,  his  frame  of  a conftitution  for  the 
government  of  Carolina,  383. 

Luxembourg,  the  Prince  of,  fold  a frigate  to  the  State  of  South 

■ Carolina,  402  ; manner  of  the  bargain,  ib.  ' 

Lynn,  account  of  the  port  of,  224  ; famous  for  its  Ihoe  manufac- 
tory, ib. 

M. 

Mac  Elroy,  Mr.  pofTefTor  of  a confiderable  quantity  of  land  at 
Eifh  Creek,  91  ; travels  with  the  Author,  ib, 

Maine,  diftridl  of,  142  ; its  exportation  of  timber  to  Bofton,  144  ; 
its  trade  and  commerce,  152  to  156;  emigrants  refort  but  lit- 
tle to  this  province,  184;  account  of' its  inhabitants,  185; 
their  habitations,  186;  table  of  the  price  of  wood,  189;  ex- 
pences  and  returns  of  a voyage  to  Liverpool,  1^0,  191;  no 
houfe  of  religious  worfhip  in  this  province,  192;  great  fcarcity 
of  medicak  practitioners,  1 93  ; its  hiftory,  224;  populations 
225  ; extent,  ib. 
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Marblehead,  account  of  the  port  of,  244  ; its  exports,  ib.  ; trade 
in  (lockfilh,  ib. 

MafTachufetts,  in  high  Rate  of  cultivation,,  104,  108  ; its  laws? 
civil  and  criminal,  120  ; taxes,  121  ; vexatious  proceeding  of 
its  commiffioners,  ib.  ; its  fchools,  122;  colleges,  ib.; 
ries,  142. 

Medical  Society,  at  Charlefton,  obfervations  on,  415  ; account 
of,  423. 

Merrimack  River,  account  of,  235  ; defcription  of  a bridge  over 
it,  ib. 

Michard,  a French  botanift,  redding  in  South  Carolina,  434. 

Middleborough,  in  the  deftriét  of  New  Bedford,  260  ; account  pf 
its  iron  works,  ib.  ; price  of  laboùr,  261. 

Middleton,  county  of,  its  population,  317. 

— — , account  of  the  town  of,  316  ; feat  of  the  cuflom- 

houfe  of  the  diftriét,  ib.  ; its  exports,  317  ; its  bank  and  capi- 
tal of,  ib.  ; chief  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  ib. 

Minerals,  account  of  the,  between  Ofwego  and  Albany,  54  ; be- 
tween Saratoga  and  Albany,  77  ; on  the  coafts  ofMafiachufetts, 
New  Hampfnire  and  Maine,  350  to  354,  inclulive. 

Mohawk  River,  account  of  the  navigation  of,  38  ; its  falls,  75.  . 

Morrifville,  town  of,  367  ; a fine  feat  belonging  to  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  ib.  ; a number  of  iron  forges  near,  ib. 

• N, 

Negroes,  their  numbers  in  the  diftridk  of  Gharlefion,  394;  in 
South  Carolina,  395;  their  price  at  Charlefton,  410  ; account 
of  a fale  of,  440  ; numbers  imported  into  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, 461. 

Newark,  one  of  the  finefi:  vil?ages  in  America,  360  ; defcription 
of  its  houfes,  ib.  ; the  ulual  ftage  between  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  ib.  ; famous  for  its  cyder,  ib.  ; and  extenfive  {hoe 
manufadlory,  ib.  ; fituation  of  the  village,  361. 

New  Bedford,  diftrict  of,  262  ; its  fiiip-building,  ib.  ; (hipping, 
ib.  ; amount  of  its  exports,  268. 

, town  of,  261  ; fuff'ered  much  in  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, ib.  ; its  trade,  262  ; (hip-building,  ib.  ; exports,  ib.  ; 
whale  fifhery,  ib.  ; harbour  protected  by  a fort,  269* 

Nev/bern,  account  of,  514;  its  fituation,  ib.  ; (hipping,  515; 
fxports5  ib. 
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Newbury  Port,  account  of,  235,  237  ; its  public  fchools,  237  ; 
trade  and  manufactories,  ib.  ; population,  ib. 

« — j new  town,  defcription  of,  235  ; its  houfes,  ib.  ; fhip- 

building,  ib.  ; trade,  236;  exports,  ib.  ; two  light-hôufes 
ereCted  near,  ib. 

Newcaftle,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  201. 

New  City,  account  of  the  town  of,  59,  76. 

Newhaven,  population  of  the  town  of,  324. 

— — — " — -,  account  of  the  town  of,  319;  its  population,  ib.  ; 
harbour,  ib.  ; fhipping,  320  ; exports,  ib.  ; trade,  321;  ac- 
count of  a cotton-work  near,  322;  banks,  ib.  ; college,  323  ; 
its  library  and  mufeum,  324;  churches,  ib.  ; head  town  of  the 
county  of  fame  name,  ib.  ; the  freedom  of  this  town  conferred 
on  the  Author,  345. 

New  London,  fituation  of,  30Q  ; its  houfes,  ib.  ; burnt  by  the 
Englifh  in  1781,  ib.  ; the  principal  fea-port  in  Connecticut, 
301  ; its  harbour  protected  by  two  forts,  ib.  ; fhipping,  ib.  ; 
exports,  302  ; bank,  306  ; population,  ib.  ; principal  town  of 
the  county  of  fame  name,  ib. 

Newport,  chief  town  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Ifland,  278  ; the 

‘ molt  ancient,  ib.  ; its  population  before  the  war,  ib.  ; prefent 
population,  ib.  ; trade,  279;  exports,  ib.  ; houfes,  280  ; good 
harbour,  ib.  ; church,  281. 

Newfpapers,  in  MafTachufetts,  very  plenty,  110. 

New  York,  fituation  of  the  ifland  of,  349  ; its  foil,  ib. 

Nicholfon,  Mr.  at  ProfpeCt,  account  of  his  farm  and  land,  172  ; 
employment  of  his  family,  ib.  ; cultivation  of  his  land,  173» 
174. 

Nobleborough,  account  of  the  townfhip  of,  200. 

Nootka  Sound,  fituation  of,  135  ; peltry  the  trade  of  its  inhabit 
tants,  ib. 

Northampton,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  104;  its  fituation,  ib.  • 
its  population,  ib.;  capital  of  the  county  of  Hampfhire,  ib. 

North  Yarmouth,  account  of  the  town  of,  210;  its  fituation,  ib.; 
fhip-building,  ib.  ; mills,  211  ; trade,  ib. 

Norwich,  account  of  the  town  of,  299  ; its  mills,  forges,  andfaw« 
works,  ib.  ; fituation,  ib.;  bank,  307  ; population,  ib. 

Oats* 
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O. 

Oats,  price  of,  in  the  diftriâb  of  Maine,  160» 

Oneida  Lake,  account  of,  28 . 

« Indians  enjoy  an  annuity  from  the  State  of  New  Yoçks 

note  to  page  30. 

» Refervation,  fold  to  the  State  of  New  York,  28. 

Orandago,  county  of,  its  extent,  13  ; its  population,  ib. 

Ofwego  River,  its  navigation,  4 ; its  falls,  10. 

Otn-,  Mr.  at  Maffachufetts,  258  ; had  a confiderable  fhare  in  the 
revolution,  259. 

Otters,  where  found  in  America,  137» 

Otter-fkins,  price  of,  on  the  weftern  coafts  of  America,  137  ; in 
Canton,  ib. 

Oxen,  price  of  a pair,  in  the  diftriét  of  Maine,  159;  atDudktrap, 
169  ; at  Newhayen,  322;  at  Sandy  hill,  450. 

P. 

Fearlafh,  method  of  preparing,  87. 

Penobfcot  Bay  and  River,  160;  account  of  its  inhabitans,  loi; 
no  juft  titles  to  their  poiTeffions,  ib.  ; its  rifheries,  178  ; ac- 
count of  an  Indian  village  on  the  river  fide,  179- 

, chief  town  of  the  country  of  Hancock,  181  ; its  ex- 
ports, it>« 

Pickering,  Thomas,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  United  States,  29- 

Pinckney,  General,  brigadier  and  infpedtor  of  the  firft  divifion  of 
militia  of  South  Carolina,  397  ; his  character,  ib, 

Pindaim,  a negro,  in  the  townfhip  of  St.  Paul,  poiLffor  of  a 
plantation,  457. 

Pifcaquata  River,  22 7 ; defeription  of  a bridge  over  the,  ib. 

Pittsfield,  account  of  the  town  of,  102. 

Plymouth,  population  of  the  county  of,  259. 

« — — , account  of  its  firft  feulement,  253,  254,  25-5  ; its  trade 

and  Flipping,  255;  iron  manufactory,  256;  exports,  257  ; 
population,  ib.  ; the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  the  fame 
name,  259. 

Plumb  Ifland,  account  of  a benevolent  inftitution  at,  237. 

Polony,  Dr.'  of  Charlefton,  427  ; has  ready  for  the  prefs,  a com« 
plete  work  on  St.  Domingo,  ib. 

Poor’s  Rate,  amount  of  the,  at  Saratoga,  69.- 
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Portland,  fituation  of,  212;  defcription  of  the  town,  213  ; Its 
quays  and  roads,  ib.  ; fortification,  214;  trade  and  naviga- 
tion, 215;  fifiiery  and  tonnage,  21 6 ; exports,  217;  houfes 
and  population,  ib.  ; the  principal  town  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  ib.  ; a newfpaper  printed  here,  231. 

Portfmouth,  fituation  of,  228  ; the  only  harbour  in  New  Hamp- 
fibre,  ib.  ; its  trade  and  {hipping,  ib.  ; {hip-building,  229; 
price  of  cattle,  230  ; provifions  very  plentiful,  ib.  ; every  man 
a politician,  231  ; its  churches,  234. 

Potafii,  manner  of  making,  85,  86;  how  fold,  88. 

Pripcetown,  account  of,  364  ; its  houfes  and  mills,  ib.  ; college, 
365. 

Pringle,  Dr.  account  of  his  eftate  in  the  townfhip  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, 452. 

Pringle,  Mr,  Attorney-general  of  South  Carolina,  372;  account 
of  his  plantation,  436;  its  extent  and  cofi;  of  purchafe,  ib.  ; a 
planter  of  extenfive  knowledge,  455  ; his  character,  ib. 

Profpect,  account  of  the  town  of,  172  ; general  bufirjefs  of  its  in- 
habitants, 174. 

Providence,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  290  ; its  trade,  ib.  ; ex- 
ports and  manufactories,  ib.  ; traffic  in  negroes,  291,  292  ; a 
college  chiefly  fupported  by  the  Baptifis,  294  ; churches,  297. 

Q. 

Quinaboug,  account  of  the  cataract  of,  307. 

R, 

.Raleigh,  Sir  Waiter,  attempted  to  eftablifli  colonies  in  Carolina 
without  fuccefs,  382. 

Raritan  River,  account  of,  363. 

Rhode  Ifiand,  its  boundaries,  272;  its  produce,  273  ; reafons  for 
the  poverty  of  its  farmers,  275  to  278,  inclufive  ; religious  wor- 
ship, 281  ; extent  of  the  ifiand,  ib.  ; character  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, ib.  ; their  political  opinions,  282  ; gave  birth  to  Gene- 
ral Green,  ib.;  to  another  diftinguifiied  character,  284;  its  po- 
pulation, 293. 

Rice,  culture  of,  in  South  Carolina,  430;  in  Lower  Carolina^ 
486,  487  ; its  produce,  490  ; improvements  made  in  South 
Carolina,  445. 

Rice  fwamps,  in  South  Carolina,  411;  their  divifion  into  tide 
fwaraps  and  inland  fwamps  ib.  ; their  prices,  449» 


INDEX, 


Ricketts,  char  after  of  Mr.  366. 

Roads,  how  repaired,  in  Rhode  Xfland,  294  ; in  the  State  of  Con- 
nefticut,  337  ; in  Carolina,  400. 

Roberts,  Captain,  his  voyage  to  the  South  Sea  and  Weftern  Coaft 
of  America,.  128  to  138,  inclufive  ; objeft  of  this  voyage  made 
on  board  the  Jefferfon,  ib.  ; his  charafter,  138. 

Roger,  Mr.  a Quaker  at  Berwick,  account  of  his  inn,  221  ; his 
farm,  222;  his  charafter,  ib. 

Rotterdam,  account  of  the  city  of,  21  ; its  fttuation,  27, 

Rufh,  William,  eftablifhed  the  whale  ftfhery  at  Dunkirk,  269  ; 
his  admiration  of  the  French,  270. 

Ruflell,  Thomas,  at  Bofton,  one  of  the  wealthieft  merchants  in 
America,  250  ; his  charafter,  ib. 

Rye,  price  of,  in  the  diftrift  of  Maine,  160. 

S. 

Saga  River,  account  of  its  rapid  falls,  mills,  and  piftureftjue 
lcenery,  220. 

Salem,  account  of  the  town  of,  239  ; its  population,  ib.  ; trade, 
ib.  ; Ihipping,  240;  exports,  ib.  ; imports,  241;  harbour, 
242  ; the  capital  of  the  county  of  Elfex,  243  ; its  fail-clotli 
manufaftory,  ib.  ^ 

Salmon’s  Fall  River,  221 . 

Sandwich  Iflands,  account  of  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  134. 

Saratoga,  account  of  the  town  of,  65  ; capture  of  the  Englifh 
army  under  General  Burgoyne,  ib.  ; defcription  of  the  Englifh 
and  American  camps,  66,  67  ; cryftallizations,  and  mineral 
fprings,  73. 

Savannah,  flave-trade  of,  461  ; famous  for  the  defeat  ofM.  d’EL 
tang,  in  1773,  470. 

Scheef,  Mr.  at  Portfmouth,  a very  refpeftable  merchant,  234. 

Schultz,  eftate  of  Colonel,  177. 

Scrieber,  Mr.  founder  of  a large  fettlement  between  Lake  Ontario 
and  Lake  Oneida,  20. 

Schuyler,  General,  his  charafter,  influence,  and  abilities,  29?  64*, 
65. 

Schuyler,  John,  fon  of  the  General,  6 5 ; his  houfe  hands  on  the 
fpot  where  General  Burgoyne  furrendered  to  General  Gates,  ib.; 
defcription  of  his  eftate,  69  ; his  charafter,  70  ; his  death,  71. 

Schuylrtowne^ 
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Schuylertown,  fettiement  of,  39  ; the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Herkeraer,  40;  its  houfes,  ib.  ; churches,  ib.  ; jail  and  court*» 
houfe,  41  ; mills  near,  ib. 

Scituate,  townthip  of,  297. 

Shakers,  description  of  the  Society  called,  92  ; their  Settlement  in 
Lebanon,  ib.  ; their  form  of  government,  93  ; religious  wor- 
th ip,  9b,  96  ; their  drefs,  96. 

Shene&ady,  account  of  the  town  of,  49;  its  Settlement  when 
formed,  50;  its  Situation  and  trade,  51;  population,  ib.  ; 
churches,  ib. 

— — — i territory  of,  50  ; its  extent,  ib. 

Ship-building,  price  of,  in  Albany,  58  ; in  St.  George’s  River, 
145  ; at  Bolton,  157  ; at  Camden,  163;  at  Ducktrap,  165; 
at  Penobfcot  River,  181  ; near  New  Bedford,  274. 

Shorten,  William,  an  inn-keeper,  near  Ofwega  Falls,  7 ; pur« 
chafe  of  his  land,  10. 

Simcoe,  Governor,  his  Speech  on  proroguing  the  provincial  par* 
liament  in  Upper  Canada,  521  to  523. 

Specie,  Scarcity  of  in  South  Carolina,  406. 

Springfield,  a Sail-cloth  manufactory  at,  315. 

Squirrels,  very  numerous  in  all  America,  355  ; particularly  in 
New  England,  ib. 

Stanwix  Fort,  belieged  by  Colonel  St.  Leger,  35. 

St.  George’s  River,  account  of  the  trade  of,  152  to  156. 

Stockfilh,  caught  in  great  quantities  on  the  coafts  of  MafTachü- 
Setts  and  diftriCt  of  Maine,  141  ; the  whole  trade  of  Beverley, 
•238;  of  Marblehead,  244. 

Sullivan,  Mr.  Advdcate-general  of  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  25Û„ 

Sullivan  Ifland,  account  of,  374. 

Sumac,  grows  in  great  quantities  about  New  London,  304  ; its 
preparation  for  the  purpofe  of  dyeing,  ib.  ; its  price  and  quan-? 
tity  exported,  ib. 

T.  . ’ 

Talafking,  a celebrated  Indian  warrior,  468  ; his  character,  ib« 

Taunton,  head  town  of  the  county  of  Briftol,  274. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  in  the  county  of  Herkemer,  41  ; at  Sara* 
toga,  69;  at  Marlborough,  109;  in  the  State  of  Maffàchufetts, 
121  ; in  the  province  of  Maine,  1Q2  ; at  Rollon,  248;  in  Rhode 

Ml  an  cl, 
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Ifland,  293  ; at  Newport,  ib.  ; at  Providence,  ib.  ; in  the  State 
of  Connedicut,  338  ; in  South  Carolina,  393  ; in  North  Ca- 
rolina, 511. 

Taylor,  Mr.  near  Ponftenkil  Creek,  account  of  his  lands  and  mills, 
76;  his  intention  of  felling  them,  ib.  ; Author’s  opinion  of,  ib. 

Ternay,  monument  ereded  to  the  memory  of  the  Chevalier  de,  at 
Newport,  by  order  of  Louis  XVI,  282. 

Thatcher,  Mr.  member  of  Congrefs,  293  ; defcription  of  his  houfe, 
ib.  ; his  library,  219  ; his  eccentric  cultoms,  ib.  ; his  political 
principles,  ib. 

Thompfon,  Juftice,  defcription  of  his  eftate,  74;  charader,  ib. 

Three  Rivers,  rapids  of,  11  ; account  of  a cottage  family,  at,  12, 

Three  Rivers  Point,  account  of,  13. 

Treaty  of  Commerce,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  remarks  on  the,  73  to  81 , 124  to  126,  inclulive. 

Trees,  fpecies  of,  in  the  townlhip  of  Saratoga,  78  ; in  the  diftrid 
of  Brunfwick,  208  ; between  Bedford  and  Plymouth,  259  ; in 
Connedicut,  310;  between  Middleton  and  Newhaven,  318; 
in  the  province  of  Maine,  354  ; in  South  Carolina,  433,  440; 
in  Florida,  472;  between  the  Miffiffipi  and  Betekfoha,  474. 

Turkey  buzzard,  a very  ufeful  bird  in  South  Carolina,  417» 

Tufcaville,  on  Poly  Creek,  an  Indian  village,  of  the  Lemencluka 
Tribe,  473  ; its  houfes,  ib. 

V. 

Van  Allen,  Mr.  an  American,  on  board  his  vefTel  the  Author 
quits  Ofwego,  4 ; a member  of  Congrefs  for  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, 9 > his  occupation,  ib.  ; charader,  10;  Author’s  obli- 
gations to,  52. 

Vandekamp,  farm  of  Mr.  28. 

Van  Raffelaer,  Mr.  Lieutenant-governor  of  New  York,  90  ; his 
vail  extent  of  territory,  ib. 

Van  Verberg,  Mr.  his  houfe  near  Ofwego  Falls,  6 ; his  occupa- 
tion, ib. 

Vatines,  eftate  of  M.  de,  24;  his  charader,  ib.  ; his  attachment 
to  France,  25  ; his  family,  26. 

Volvick  Bay,  205. 

W. 

Waituhu,  one  of  the  Marquefa  Illands,  130  ; account  of  its  inha- 
bitants, ib.  ; their  attempts  to  feize  Captain  Robert’s  veffel. 
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131  ; manners  and  cuftoms,  ib.  ; marriages,  132;  cultivation 
of  the  bland,  133. 

Waldoborough,  account  of  the  diftriéfc  of,  197;  formed  by  Bfi- 
gadier-general  Waldo,  ib.  ; its  population,  ib. 

Walçlo  Patent,  a large  eftate  belonging  to  General  Knox  in  right 
of  his  wife;  147  ; a great  part  ufurped  by  fettlers,  148,  149» 

Warren,  an  aged  General,  account  of,  257;  his  wife,  258  ; au- 
thorefs  of  a manufcript  hiftory  of  the  American  revolution,  ib. 

Warren,  General,  monument  eredted  to  his  memory  at  Bofton, 
245  ; account  of  the  a&ion  at  Bunker’s  Hill,  in  which  he  loft 
his  life,  245,  246. 

Warren,  account  of  the  port  of,  288  ; its  Ihip-building,  ib.  ; va- 
lue of  land,  ib. 

Wafhington  County,  181  ; its  extent  and  population,  ib. 

Waftiington*  General,  adiftant  relation  of  the  late  preiiderit,  445  ; 
one  of  the  moft  opulent  planters,  ib.  ; account- of  his  ricè 
Iwamps,  and  culture  of  a rice-mill,  446  ; tranfmits  rice  direct 
to  England,  450. 

Waterford,  population  of  the  county  of,  226. 

Weft  Port,  townfhip  of,  272. 

Whale  Fifhery,  account  of  the,  26  ? to  268  ; conftru&ion  of  th^ 
veffels,  265  ; whales,  where  found  moft  numerous,  266,  267. 

Wheat,  price  of,  in  the  diftriét  of  Maine,  159  ; near  For  if  mouth, 
230. 

Willard,  Mr.  Prefident  of  the  Univerlity  of 'Cambridge,  123. 

Williams,  Mr.  and  his  family  at  Marl  borough,  their  civilities' and 
attentions  to  the  Author,  106  ; account  of  his  farm  and  culti- 
vation, 108. 

Wifcaftet,  the  firft  place  of  trade  in  the  county  of  Maine,  202  i 
its  fttuation,  ib.  ; Dripping  and  trade,  203  ; houles,  ib.  ; ex- 
ports, 204. 

Woodbridge,  account  of  the  village  of,  362. 

Wobdcreek,  defcription  of,  30,  31. 

Wood  pigeons,  very  numerous  in  the  county  of  Maine,  355. 

Y. 

York,  county  of,  its  population,  222.  y 


T,  Gillet,  Printer,  Salisbury- Square. 
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